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Transit routes are
path to peace, de-
velopment, regional
security: Pezeshkian

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshki-
an stated that routes which connect
nations are the path to peace, devel-
opment, science, knowledge, affec-
tion, and capability.

Making the remarks in the Interna-
tional Conference on Investment
and Financing Opportunities of Rail
and Road Corridors, in Tehran on
Saturday, the president emphasized,
“By opening these routes, we can
guarantee each other's security,
strengthen our economies, and
share our experiences in the eco-
nomic, industrial, medical, cultural,
and agricultural fields, achieving
sustainable  development.”

He stressed the Islamic Republic of
Iran’s firm resolve to develop the
country’s vital transport arteries, and
stated: “The Islamic Republic of Iran
is determined to operationalize the
rail and road corridors, designed and
mapped out as the country’s vital ar-
teries, as quickly as possible, with
strength, speed, precision, quality,
efficiency, and cost-effectiveness.”
Referring to the necessity of ac-
celerating project implementation,
the president added: “We have not
been negligent for even a single day
in the thought of quickly operation-
alizing these routes. Some reports
proposed timelines of three or five
years, which were not acceptable to
me because | believe these projects
must be completed with the utmost
possible speed.”

Addressing the issue of project fi-
nancing, Pezeshkian stated: “The
funds and financial methods men-
tioned in this meeting will be pur-
sued seriously starting today to es-
tablish their financing mechanism.
In addition to existing resources,
we will allocate whatever we have at
our disposal and will provide for the
necessary credits. We will also utilize
the capacity of domestic investors
and contractors for an effective pres-
ence in the implementation arena.”
Emphasizing the removal of legal
and regulatory obstacles, Pezesh-
kian said: “All existing obstacles in
the path of project implementation,
including laws and regulations, will
be removed in full coordination with
Majlis (parliament). Majlis is coop-
erative and aligned in this matter. If
there are legal obstacles, they will
be amended through legal channels,
and regulations that cause delays or
create problems will be amended or
removed using delegated authority.
If necessary, the government will
also make appropriate decisions so
that no regulation hinders progress,
development, efficiency, cost-effec-
tiveness, and transparency.”

The president stressed: “Inside the
country, we are fully prepared to
remove the obstacles ahead, and
we are determined to resolve these
problems to the best of our ability
during our term in office.”

In another part of his speech, re-
ferring to the Islamic Republic of
Iran’s regional relations, Pezeshkian
stated: “We consider neighboring
countries as our brothers, friends,
and even relatives.”

Referring to the efforts of regional
leaders to strengthen security and
regional governance, the president
remarked: “The actions of the presi-
dents of regional countries aimed at
strengthening security and prevent-
ing tensions are worthy of appreci-
ation.”

Expressing gratitude to foreign
ambassadors, investors, and con-
tractors, the president stated: “The
Islamic Republic of Iran, within
practical frameworks and based on
a win-win principle, is ready for any
interaction and cooperation to devel-
op transportation. We will strive to
organize cooperation in a way that
contractors, investors, and partner
companies benefit from its advan-
tages, and all parties gain from this
win-win equation.”
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Strenothenimg lran's fleet, a practical stepi n development of Caspian Sea corridor

A7,200-ton cargo vessel named
“Sahel-e Khazar” was handed
over to the Islamic Republic of
Iran Shipping Lines (IRISL)’'s
fleet in an official ceremony held
in the Lotus Special Economic
Zone in Russia’s Astrakhan re-
gion.

The cargo ship “Sahel-e Khaz-
ar,” with a carrying capacity of
7,200 tons, was built by the Lo-
tus Shipbuilding Company and
will operationally join the fleet of
the Khazar Shipping Company.

Attending this program were
Kazem Jalali, Iran’s Ambassa-
dor to Russia; the delegation
of the Islamic Republic of Iran
Shipping Lines, led by Modares
Khiabani; Igor Babushkin, Gov-
ernor of Astrakhan Region; Ah-
mad Heydarian, Consul General
of the Islamic Republic of Iran
in Astrakhan; the Chairman of
the Astrakhan City Council; the
Minister of Foreign Relations;
a representative of the Russian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ of-
fice in Astrakhan; the CEOQ of the
Shipping Organization; techni-
cal managers of the shipbuild-
ing company; and members of
the accompanying delegations
from both countries.

At the vessel delivery ceremony,
several officials from Iran and
Astrakhan Region, including the
Governor of Astrakhan Region,
the Ambassador of the Islamic
Republic of Iran in Moscow, the
CEOQ of the Islamic Republic of
Iran Shipping Lines, and the
technical managers involved
in the ship’s construction, de-
livered speeches. Referring to
the growing trend of econom-

ic and industrial cooperation
between Iran and Russia, they
emphasized the development
of collaboration in shipbuilding,
maritime transport, and mari-
time logistics in the Caspian Sea
region.

Furthermore, the technical
documents related to the ship
were signed in the presence of
officials from both sides, and
the parties agreed on the con-
tinuation of technical and en-
gineering cooperation in future
projects.

Following the official handover
ceremony, the delegations from
both countries visited the ship
and held meetings and discus-
sions with the lranian captain
and officials, as well as the
managers of the Solyanka port.
This ceremony was held within
the framework of ongoing mar-
itime and trade cooperation be-
tween Iran and Russia and was
completed as one of the joint
industrial projects of the two
countries in the field of maritime
transport.

Iranian ambassador in Mos-
cow emphasizes strategic
Iran-Russia maritime cooper-
ation

At the ceremony for the de-
livery of the 7,200-ton cargo
vessel “Sahel-e Khazar” in the
Lotus Special Economic Zone
in Russia’s Astrakhan region,
the Ambassador of the Islamic
Republic of Iran to Russia de-
scribed this event as a practical
manifestation of Tehran-Mos-
cow relations entering a new
phase of economic cooperation.
Kazem Jalali, appreciating the

[=]

"

Reza Mahzunieh
Marzie Rabiei

Hoora Building,

Shahid Mofateh Street, Ahmad

[=]}5,

Abad Square, Isfahan, Iran
031- 32274500

031-32274515

031-32274517, 32274518,
32274512, 32274505.

031-32274507,32274511
Samim

031-32274508

esfahan-news.com
30007232

participation of local Astrakhan
officials and the Khazar Ship-
ping Company management
led by Modares Khiabani in the
delivery of this vessel, stated:
“With the development of rela-
tions in various dimensions, the
relations between the two coun-
tries have now entered an un-
precedented period, and there
is a serious determination from
the leaders of both countries to
expand cooperation, with the
development of economic re-
lations being the top priority.”
He considered the Caspian Sea
a significant asset for the eco-
nomic connection between the
two countries and described
the expansion of the Islamic
Republic of Iran’s shipping fleet
in this sea as one of the most
important  manifestations  of
this resolve. The Ambassador
of the Islamic Republic of Iran
also regarded the strengthening
of the Caspian shipping fleet in
recent years as a practical sign
of the progress in bilateral co-
operation.

Additionally, Modares Khiabani,
CEO of the Islamic Republic
of Iran Shipping Lines, while
pointing out the importance of
developing maritime transport
corridors, thanked the cooper-
ation of the Embassy and Con-
sulate General of the Islamic
Republic of Iran and the Iranian
managers of the Solyanka port
in Astrakhan for facilitating
shipping and port cooperation
with the Russian Federation.
He considered the delivery of
this vessel, coinciding with the
National Day of the Islamic Re-

public of Iran, as a good omen.
He viewed this event as a sign of
the strategic relations between
the two countries and appreci-
ated the efforts of Iran’s Ambas-
sador in Moscow to strengthen
cooperation and participation in
the development of Astrakhan
port.

According to him, the capacity
of the Islamic Republic of Iran
Shipping Lines’ fleet in the Cas-
pian Sea has increased from
95,000 tons to 120,000 tons in
recent years. With the addition
of the “Sahel-e Khazar” vessel,
with a capacity of over 7,200
tons, to the fleet, and the addi-
tion of two other vessels being
built by Iranian shipbuilding
companies by the end of 2026,
it is predicted that the transport
capacity of the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran Shipping Lines’ fleet
in the Caspian Sea will reach
150,000 tons.

The head of the Shipping Or-
ganization, emphasizing the
importance of the North-South
Transport Corridor, stated that
increasing maritime transport
capacity is a prerequisite for
developing this strategic route.
He announced that the Islamic
Republic of Iran Shipping Lines,
as the world’s 17th largest con-
tainer company, is striving to in-
crease its role in strengthening
the economic relations between
the two countries. He also ex-
pressed hope that with the de-
velopment of port infrastructure
in the Iranian and Russian ports
on the Caspian Sea, the volume
of trade exchanges will increase,
and with the commissioning of
the Chabahar-Zahedan railway
by the end of 2026, the trade
capacity along this corridor will
grow even further.

At the conclusion of the cer-
emony for the delivery of the
7,200-ton cargo vessel “Sahel-e
Khazar” in the Lotus Special
Economic Zone of Astrakhan
region, Kazem Jalali, Ambassa-
dor of the Islamic Republic of
Iran to Russia, gave interviews
with local media, including the
TV channel Astrakhan 24, the
Volga Astrakhan newspaper,
and an internet news blog. He
described this project as a prac-
tical step towards developing
maritime and trade cooperation
between Iran and Russia and a
sign of the deepening economic
relations between the two coun-
tries.

In this interview, the Iranian
Ambassador highlighted the fol-
lowing points:

* Shipbuilding in Russia has
a long history spanning 300
years and has seen significant
progress since the time of Peter
the Great.

* Visiting the Lotus complex
and other shipbuilding centers
shows that Russia is one of the
world’s leading countries in this
field.

* The gas pipeline project is in
the contract drafting stage, and
there is no obstacle or problem
from Iran’s side. With the sign-
ing of the contract, the project
will enter the implementation
phase, and the construction and
pipeline laying stages will take
between 2 to 3 years.

* Astrakhan’s shipbuilding ca-
pacity has increased thanks to
the valuable efforts of special-
ists. The only consideration re-
lates to the price of the vessels,
and it is expected that cooper-
ation in this area will continue.

* The “Sahel-e Khazar” vessel
is positioned along the North-
South Corridor and also the
communication route between
the five Caspian Sea littoral
states; therefore, the economic
outlook for this project is bright
and promising.

* Russia needs to develop its
Caspian ports on the Caspian
Sea and develop and resolve
issues related to the Volga Ca-
nal. The waiting time for ships at
the entrance to the Volga Canal
shows the necessity of focusing
on streamlining operations, re-
moving obstacles, and increas-
ing economic efficiency.

* Russia is currently the larg-
est foreign investor in Iran’s oil
fields and has invested in sev-
eral oil fields. In the gas sector,
projects have also been pro-
posed to the Russian side, and
it is expected that the parties will
reach an agreement.

* Regarding the Lukoil compa-
ny, Iran’s readiness to facilitate
the company’s investment in the
country was announced.

The Ambassador of the Islamic
Republic of Iran also empha-
sized that the “Sahel-e Khazar”
vessel will operationally join the
Caspian shipping fleet within
the next two weeks, and this
project is a practical example
of the strategic maritime and
industrial cooperation between
Iran and Russia.

Amndst U pressure to hal¢ enrichment, \EX chief savs ran entitled to peaceful atomic activities

The Director General of the Internation-
al Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) has
acknowledged that Iran has the right
to pursue peaceful nuclear work under
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT).

Speaking during a session on the
sidelines of the Munich Security Con-
ference on Friday, Rafael Grossi un-
derlined that Tehran’s right to civilian
nuclear capabilities must be respected.
Grossi explicitly reaffirmed that Iran’s
right to pursue nuclear technology for
civilian and peaceful purposes must be
respected. He stated: “Tehran intends
to continue its peaceful nuclear activi-
ties and we must recognize this right.”
Grossi’s remarks came amid continued
scrutiny over the Agency’s position fol-
lowing attacks on Iranian nuclear facili-
ties back in June 2025 by Israel and the
United States. Though attacks on nu-
clear sites are a violation of internation-
al law, Grossi has so far not issued a
formal condemnation of those strikes.
On June 13, 2025, Israel launched a
blatant and unprovoked act of aggres-
sion against Iran, triggering a 12-day
war that killed well over 1,000 people
in the country, including military com-
manders, nuclear scientists, and ordi-

nary civilians. The United States also
entered the war directly by bombing
three key Iranian nuclear sites — Fodo,

Natanz and Isfahan
of international law.
In response, the Iranian Armed Forc-
es targeted strategic sites across the
occupied territories as well as the
al-Udeid air base in Qatar, the largest
American military base in West Asia.

After the June war, the Americans
changed their tactics and decided to
intensify economic sanctions and put
pressure on the European trio of Brit-
ain, France, and Germany to trigger
the snapback mechanism to officially

- in grave violation

return the sanctions lifted under the
2015 Iran nuclear deal, officially known
as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Ac-
tion (JCPOA).

The JCPOA was a multilateral interna-
tional agreement signed between Iran
and five permanent members of the
United Nations Security Council plus
Germany in July 2015. Under the deal,
which came into force in January 2016,
Iran had agreed, in good faith, to limits
on its nuclear program in exchange for
the termination of sanctions.

However, Trump pulled Washington
out of the agreement endorsed by the
UN Security Council, imposed severe

economic sanctions against Tehran
while Iran was adhering to the terms
of the agreement, and even continued
to do so for a year after the U.S. with-
drawal.

Elsewhere in his remarks, Grossi stat-
ed that the IAEA continues to conduct
inspections in Iran, though these do
not include facilities that were targeted
in the attacks. He added that Iran must
respect the authority of the IAEA.

He further claimed that the 12-day war
fundamentally altered Iran’s nuclear
landscape, arguing that the equation
has changed not only in terms of ca-
pabilities but also regarding infrastruc-
ture that no longer exists or has been
severely damaged.

According to Grossi, the IAEA returned
to Iran after the June war. He noted that
inspectors were able to access and re-
view facilities, except for locations that
had been bombed.

While acknowledging some level of
progress in cooperation with Tehran,
Grossi emphasized that further ver-
ification measures are required. He
concluded that reaching a new agree-
ment with Iran on nuclear inspections
is possible, but described the process
as very difficult.
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Unemployment rate
hits 7.8% in autumn

Iran’s unemployment rate reached
7.8 percent in autumn 1404 (Sep-
tember-December, 2025), marking
a 0.6 percentage point increase
compared with the same period
last year, according to new data
released by the Statistical Center
of Iran.

The results of the autumn Labor
Force Survey show that 40.7 per-
cent of the population aged 15 and
above was economically active,
meaning they were either em-
ployed or actively seeking work.
The economic participation rate
declined by 0.5 percentage points
year-on-year.

The number of employed individ-
uals aged 15 and above stood at
24.857 million during the period,
down by roughly 127,000 com-
pared with autumn 1403. Mean-
while, the economically inactive
population — including students,
homemakers, retirees and others
not seeking employment — rose
by nearly 800,000 year-on-year to
39.3 million.

Sectoral data indicate that services
accounted for the largest share of
employment at 53.2 percent, fol-
lowed by industry at 33.2 percent
and agriculture at 13.6 percent.
Youth unemployment remains sig-
nificantly higher than the national
average. The jobless rate among
those aged 15 to 24 reached 21.5
percent in autumn 1404, up 1.3
percentage points from a year
earlier. For the 18 to 35 age group,
the unemployment rate stood at
15.9 percent, reflecting a 1.6 per-
centage point increase compared
with autumn 1403. The report
also showed that 7.9 percent of
employed individuals worked few-
er than 44 hours per week due to
economic reasons — such as sea-
sonal work or insufficient demand
— and were available for addition-
al hours. At the same time, 37.9
percent of workers aged 15 and
above reported working more than
49 hours per week.

Bodies of 85 Iranian
martyrs of the Sa-
cred Defense dis-

covered

The bodies of 85 Iranians mar-
tyred during the Sacred Defense
years were recently excavated in
Irag. They will be brought home
on Monday, February 16.

They will arrive at Khorramshahr
Port via the Arvand River border
crossing in southwestern Iran.
The bodies were unearthed thanks
to the efforts of excavation teams
in former war zones inside Iraqi
soil. The general public may attend
the ceremony welcoming the bod-
ies back home.

They were martyred during Irag’s
war on Iran in the 1980s. Iran’s
resistance against the invaders is
known as the Sacred Defense
The former Baghdad regime under
Saddam Hussein invaded Iran on
September 22, 1980, triggering
a war that lasted for eight years.
Iraq initiated the war by launching
airstrikes on Iranian air bases and
military installations, followed by a
ground invasion into Iranian terri-
tory. The United States and some
other Western countries support-
ed Iraq militarily during the war.
One of the most horrific aspects
of the war was Irag’s systematic
use of chemical weapons provided
by European countries, especial-
ly Germany. Iraq used chemical
agents, including mustard gas
and nerve agents like Tabun and
Sarin, against Iranian troops and
civilians.
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Draft budget
earmarks
$680m for

industrial park
infrastructure

Iran’s draft budget for the
next fiscal year (1405) has
projected 340 trillion rials
(about $680 million) in
funding for infrastructure
development in industrial
parks, according to esti-
mates by the Iran Small
Industries and Indus-
trial Parks Organization
(ISIPO).

Based on the budget bill,
approximately 183.42
trillion rials (about $360
million) will be required
to complete remaining
wastewater treatment
plant  projects,  while
around 8.41 ftrillion rials
(about $16 million) has
been projected for the de-
velopment of technology
and business services. An
additional 340 trillion rials
is estimated to address
electricity shortages in in-
dustrial parks and zones.
A report by the Parlia-
ment Research Center
highlighted ongoing con-
straints in financing in-
frastructure for industrial
towns and zones. It noted
that under Article 54 of
the Law on Permanent
Provisions of Develop-
ment Plans and related
financial regulations, the
government is authorized
to allocate annual budget-
ary support for state and
non-state industrial parks,
particularly ~ for  water,
roads, electricity, gas and
telecommunications up to
the entrance of production
units.

However, the report stated
that the Ministry of Energy
has not fully met its legal
obligations due to insuffi-
cient allocations from the
Planning and Budget Or-
ganization.

Under the Law on Re-
moving Obstacles to the
Development of the Elec-
tricity Industry, the En-
ergy Ministry is required
to dedicate a portion of
revenues from electricity
tariff adjustments for cer-
tain industries to upgrade
transmission  networks
and supply power within
industrial parks.

Despite  the projected
funding needs, capital
expenditure  allocations
for the Iran Small Indus-
tries and Industrial Parks
Organization in the 1405
draft budget remain un-
changed compared with
the previous year, limiting
available resources for in-
frastructure and technical
support programs.

The parliamentary re-
search body also identi-
fied limited transparency
in resource allocation and
insufficient compensation
mechanisms for produc-
tion units affected by en-
ergy imbalances as weak-
nesses in the draft budget.
It further pointed to the
removal of funding sourc-
es tied to the Seventh
Development Plan from
subsidy reform revenues
and the lack of additional
tax incentives as signs of
reduced policy support for
the production sector.

Monday - February 16, 2026

By:

Green beans are low in calories and
packed with nutrients that may support
heart health, strong bones, and weight
management. Whether fresh, frozen, or
canned, they’re an easy, healthy addi-
tion to your meals.

1. Protects Bone Health

Green beans’ high vitamin K content
may boost bone health. Not getting
enough vitamin K can increase your
risk of osteoporosis, leading to bone
weakening.1 Vitamin K is thought to
produce proteins that aid in the forma-
tion of bones.2

One serving of green beans offers more
than 20% of the daily recommended in-
take of vitamin K, plus calcium, which
also supports bone strength.3

2. Aids Weight Management

Green beans are a low-calorie and low-
fat energy source supporting weight
management. They offer plenty of vita-
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H President Vladimir Putin of Russia ~ Revolution.
Putm saVS said on Saturday that the Treaty on  Noting that relations between Rus-
|ran.Russ|a Comprehensive Strategic Partner-  sia and Iran are based on friendship
. ship between Tehran and Moscow and good neighborliness, Putin
Strateglc pal’t- should be strengthened. said, “Russia backs Iran’s efforts in
. Putin made the remarks in a mes-  guarding its sovereignty, protecting
nerShlp ShOUId sage to Iranian President Masoud legitimate interests, and providing
Pezeshkian congratulating him on  security for the country in the current
be Strengthened the 47th anniversary of the Islamic ~ complicated international situation.”

What appens to Your Body When You

Fat Green Beans Reoufarfy

mins, antioxidants, and nutrients, and
can be easily incorporated into any diet.
One cup of cooked green beans con-
tains just 31 calories and lots of filling
fiber, allowing your body to feel full on a
small amount of calories.3

3. Protects Gut and Digestive Health
A low-FODMAP diet is recommended
for a variety of health conditions, like
irritable bowel syndrome (IBS) and
Crohn’s disease. Green beans are con-
sidered a low-FODMAP food, which
makes them a good option for people
with digestive disorders.4

The fiber content in green beans also
promotes a healthy bacterial environ-
ment in the gut, stabilizing blood sugar
and helping you stay full for extended
periods.4

4. Improves Heart Health

The vegetable’s folate and potassium
content are important for regulating

Source:

blood pressure, while its fiber and pro-
tein help lower cholesterol levels. The
soluble fiber found in green beans is

7. Reduces Depression Symptoms
8. May Aid Anemia

9. May Help Pre-

vent Can- -

key for reducing levels of low-density
lipoprotein (LDL) cholesterol (“bad”
cholesterol).5

Experts recommend cooking them in
heart-healthy oils, like olive oil, rather
than boiling them. Opt for fresh green
beans if you can, as the canned vari-
ety contains added sodium (salt).5

5. Maintains Eye Health

Vitamin A and vitamin C are particu-
larly important for eye health. One
serving of uncooked green beans pro-
vides around 15% of your recommend-
ed daily intake of vitamin A and up to
25% of the daily value of vitamin C.3
6. Helps with Pregnancy

The B vitamins folate, riboflavin, and
thiamine play key roles in pregnancy
health, and all are found in green beans.

The 41st General Assembly of the Islamic Chamber of Commerce and Development (ICCD)
will be held on February 16, 2026 in Mecca, on the sidelines of the third Makkah Halal Forum.
The forum will take place during February 14-16, 2026, at the exhibition and events center
of the Makkah Chamber of Commerce. The event is organized under the patronage of Majid
bin Abdullah Al-Qasabi, Saudi Arabia’s minister of commerce. Previous editions of the forum
drew participants from 120 countries.

Samad Hassanzadeh, head of the Iran Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Mines and Agri-
culture (ICCIMA), will attend the ICCD assembly at the head of a delegation that includes the
chamber’s deputy for international affairs and members of the board of the Islamic Chamber
Research and Information Center (ICRIC).

Key agenda items include reviewing and approving financial reports, holding board elec-
tions, confirming the appointment of the ICCD president, following up on resolutions adopt-
ed at the 40th General Assembly, and examining applications for new associate members.
Elections for the new ICCD board of directors and decisions regarding the appointment of
the chamber’s president are expected to be among the most significant outcomes of the
session. Participants will also determine the time and venue of future meetings and review
the ICCD’s international events calendar for 2026.

On the sidelines of the General Assembly, the 71st meeting of the ICCD Financial Committee,
the fourth Executive Committee meeting, and a session of the board of the Islamic Chamber
Research and Information Center will also be held in Mecca.
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A Chimese professor’s take on the
anniversary parade of the Islamic Revolution

On February 11th, I once again witnessed
the parade celebrating the 47th anniver-
sary of the Islamic Revolution in Tehran.
In previous years, | have witnessed such
celebrations in both Tehran and Urmia.
As a Chinese professor who earnestly
hopes for a brighter future for Iran, | have
some personal observations and reflec-
tions after witnessing this year’s celebra-
tory parade, which | would like to share
with the Iranian people who are yearning
for positive changes in their country.
Since Iran is currently facing the dual
crises of national trauma from recent tur-
moil and the threat of U.S. military strikes,
this year’s Islamic Revolution celebration
parade was naturally somewhat different.
For example, understandably, there was a
noticeable increase in security personnel
and police along the route. However, the
entire event proceeded smoothly without
any incidents.

Moreover, there were a huge number of
people participating in the march this
year. | took the BRT Line 1 from Forodgah
Station shortly before 9 a.m., intending to
get off at Ferdowsi Station and then walk
to Revolution Square. However, all pas-
sengers had to get off the bus as soon as
it passed Emam Hossein Station because
the celebrants made it difficult for the bus
to pass.

Unlike the perspectives of Western me-
dia and Iranian opposition groups, in my
view, although Iranian people are gener-
ally dissatisfied with the status quo, the
Islamic Republic still has a large number
of supporters in Iran, even after the re-
cent unrest. Furthermore, Iranians who
are dissatisfied with the status quo are
not necessarily opponents of the Islamic
Republic.

Given the Islamic Revolution’s funda-
mental stance toward the United States
and Israel, as well as President Trump’s
recent military threats and the Netanyahu
government’s continued push for a U.S.
attack on Iran, chants of “Down with

America” and “Down with Israel” were
frequently heard during the parade. After
the 12-day war and subsequent events,
these slogans have taken on greater
practical significance this year.

At present, the pressure exerted on Iran
by the United States and Israel is evident.
However, | don'’t believe Washington re-
ally considers Iran a serious threat. While
many Iranians see no difference between
the U.S. and Israel in their stance toward
Iran, | do not share this view. If Wash-
ington fully aligned with Israel’s perspec-
tive on Iran, the U.S. would likely have
launched a severe military strike against
Iran years ago.

As a Chinese professor who has spent
over a year each in the United States,
Israel, and Iran, | firmly believe that the
core obstacle to improving Iran-U.S.
relations lies in Israel’s obstruction. In
other words, although the United States
has not entirely aligned its policies to-
ward Iran with Israel’s wishes, without a
détente in Israel-Iran relations, a funda-
mental shift in America’s stance toward
Iran remains unlikely. Therefore, the Is-
lamic Republic must seriously engage
with Israel, just as Israel must take the
Islamic Republic seriously.

Unless a shift happens in this regard, it
will be difficult for the United States to
fundamentally improve its relations with
Iran. In that case, the sanctions imposed
on Iran will be hard to lift. Of course, we
are currently witnessing dramatic chang-
es in the international order, with Ameri-
ca’s global influence in decline. However,
for a key regional power like Iran, en-
gaging in intense confrontation with any
world power would cause serious harm
to its own interests—especially now,
when the number of nations that can
truly be called global powers is extremely
limited.

Walking among the crowds celebrating
the Islamic Revolution, | was reflecting
on not only Iran’s foreign relations but

also its internal challenges. Judging by
the attire of the female participants, it was
clear that the vast majority came from
religious families. Frankly, this stood in
stark contrast to the diversity | typically
see on the streets of Tehran. For the gov-
ernment, it's important to see not only
those who support it but also those who
alienate it. In fact, the lower voter turnout
in recent national elections has sounded
an alarm for the Islamic Republic.

Afew days ago, when asked by a journal-
ist about my views on the Islamic Rev-
olution, | responded that it has achieved
significant success in safeguarding na-
tional independence and sovereignty, and
that it provided some social welfare to the
people during periods of better economic
performance. However, as the economy
has deteriorated over the past decade or
more, the gap between the ideals of the
Islamic Revolution and reality has grown
increasingly wide. The Islamic Revolu-
tion should be an evolving process that
requires timely and proactive responses
to the realities of society and the nation,
rather than forcing these realities to con-
form to revolutionary goals set decades
ago.

Furthermore, both nations and individu-
als must develop themselves based on
reality. If current decisions are based on
the imagined future of a stronger self, the
disconnect between capability and ideals
can easily lead to difficulties in the here
and now. Pragmatism and a down-to-
earth approach make it easier for coun-
tries and individuals to achieve success.
At an event hosted by the Iranian Em-
bassy in Beijing to celebrate the 40th
anniversary of the Islamic Revolution, |
candidly stated that Iran urgently needs
reforms; otherwise, it will face even
greater difficulties. We have all wit-
nessed the hardships Iran has endured
over the past seven years. | hope that
2026 will be the first year of positive
change for Iran.

[ran taroeted for blockim ‘Greater
[srael’ scheme: Hezhollah

A senior Hezbollah official says U.S.
and Israeli hostility toward Tehran
stems from Iran’s role in thwarting
the ‘Greater Israel’ project.

Sheikh Ali Damoush, chief of Hez-
bollah’s Executive Council, said on
Saturday that Washington and Isra-
el are targeting the Islamic Republic
also because of its “Islamic and rev-
olutionary nature.”

“The enmity of America and the Zi-
onist regime, and their attempts to
strike the Islamic Republic of Iran,
are due to its Islamic-revolutionary
identity,” he said, Press TV report-
ed.

Damoush added that Iran has been
singled out because it remains the
only country firmly positioned in
the axis of confrontation against the
Israeli occupation.

He also warned of efforts to drag the
region into a new conflict, noting
any war against Iran “would benefit
Israel before it benefits America.”
The remarks come amid increasing
U.S. military buildup in the region
and Washington’s threats against
Iran in recent weeks. The military
buildup and threats are in sharp
contrast to the resumption of a new
round of indirect nuclear talks be-
tween Iran and the U.S.

According to Damoush, Tel Aviv has

been trying to derail negotiations
between Tehran and Washington
and has been seeking pretexts to
ignite a war.

After the nuclear negotiations in
Oman on Feb. 6, Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu made a
hasty trip to Washington to poison
the talks.

Turning to the idea of so-called
“Greater Israel,” Damoush said Iran
and the Axis of Resistance have
blocked Israeli expansionism and
prevented the realization of the con-
spiracy.

“The realization of this project and
enabling this regime to dominate
the region has one key path: the
elimination of Iran and its regional
allies. However, they stand in the
way of Israel,” he said.

The term “Greater Israel” has re-
surfaced in Israeli political dis-
course in recent years. In August
last year, Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu told Israeli media he felt
a deep connection to “this vision,”
referring to Israeli-occupied Pales-
tinian territories as well as parts of
Egypt, Jordan, Syria and Lebanon,
and described it as “a historical
and spiritual mission.” The remarks
drew strong condemnation from
several regional countries.
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