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Moscow standing by Iran .

syl

Iran, Bahrain call
for continued mutual
consultations
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Larijani’s
diplomatic efforts

in Oman and Qatar

Javan analyzed the trips by Ali Lar-
ijani, secretary of the Supreme Na-
tional Security Council (SNSC), to
Oman and Qatar. According to the
newspaper, Netanyahu traveled to
Washington to perhaps dissuade
Donald Trump from any possible
agreement with Iran and pave the
way for another attack on lran.
But Tehran also intensified its re-
gional diplomatic moves to thwart
Israel's plan. Larijani discussed
regional developments with senior
officials during his trip to Oman
and Qatar. His visit led to positive
developments ahead of the second
round of nuclear negotiations. It
also showed that Tehran is seek-
ing active diplomacy. Iran’s diplo-
matic efforts ahead of the second
round of nuclear talks send a clear
message to Washington and Isra-
el that Tehran is simultaneously
emphasizing active diplomacy and
regional engagement and is ready
for dialogue, while maintaining its
defensive power. Iran’s message is
clear that threats and pressure can-
not replace negotiations, and any
attempt to impose demands will be
met with a strategic response.

Extensive efforts to
find a framework for
dialogue

In a commentary on security chief
Ali Larijani’s letter to Omani Foreign
Minister Badr Busaidi, Hamshahri
said: The diplomatic process is
concurrent with Israeli pressure
on Washington. Tel Aviv’s pres-
sures have been mainly centered
on the fact that any agreement with
[ran must also include the missile
issue and support for resistance
groups, not just the nuclear pro-
gram. However, the content of the
letter between Larijani and Busaidi
is still unclear. It is not clear wheth-
er the letter revolved around U.S.
demands or Tehran’s response. Of
course, this type of written mes-
sage has a history in Iranian negoti-
ations. As in previous years, foreign
leaders have tried to send written
messages to Tehran, an example
of which goes back to the attempt
of the late Japanese Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe to deliver Trump’s let-
ter to the Leader in 2019. Overall,
these developments show that the
negotiation process between Iran
and the United States, despite its
complexities, has entered a phase
of indirect messaging and region-
al coordination. The role played by
Oman and Qatar, along with diplo-
matic visits and written messages,
indicates extensive efforts to find a
framework for dialogue.

Possibility of agree-

ment
Nearly eight months after the es-
calation of tension and confron-
tation in the 12-day war, Iran and
the United States have begun their
first round of talks in Oman. Al-
though both sides have expressed
satisfaction with the overall nature
of the talks, the main focus of the
negotiations remains the issue of
nuclear enrichment. The U.S. in-
sistence on zero enrichment will
block any agreement. However, the
key issue is determining the fate
of the nuclear fuel enriched to 60
percent. Some experts believe that
one of the options on the table is
to transfer the uranium from Iran.
A scenario that the head of the
Atomic Energy Organization of Iran
had previously expressed his clear
opposition to. The issue of uranium
enrichment in Iran has reached
a critical point. On the one hand,
some nuclear sites have been bom-
barded, and Tehran insists on its le-
gal right to resume enrichment. On
the other hand, the United States
wants serious guarantees that Iran
will not produce nuclear weapons.
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Irans gas exports (o Turkey rise to over 8 cubic meters in 202

Iran’s natural gas exports to Tur-
key grew by about 16 percent in
2025, reaching more than 8.17
billion cubic meters, according
to the latest data cited by Eu-
rostat.

Turkey imported 8.17 bhillion
cubic meters of Iranian gas
in 2025, up from around 7.04
billion cubic meters in 2024,
marking a significant increase in
pipeline deliveries between the
two neighbors.

Under long-term arrangements,
Iran has remained one of Tur-
key’s key pipeline gas suppliers,
second only to Russia, even as
Ankara pursues diversification
of its energy sources, including
greater imports of LNG and in-
creased domestic production.
The growth in pipeline exports
occurred against a backdrop of
wider regional shifts in energy
trade and supply contracts, with
Turkey’s overall gas demand ris-
ing and global supply dynamics
evolving.

In late December, the Islamic
Republic of Iran Customs Ad-
ministration (IRICA) announced
that Iran exported non-oil com-
modities valued at $4.393 billion
to Turkey during the first eight
months of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 21-No-
vember 21, 2025).

According to IRICA, Turkey was
Iran’s fourth top non-oil export
destination in the mentioned
period.

Exporting commodities valued
at $6.19 billion to Iran, Turkey
was Iran’s third top source of
non-oil import in the first eight
months of this year.

The Turkish Statistical Institute
has recently announced that the
value of this country’s imports
from Iran in the first ten months
of 2025 increased by four per-
cent compared to the same pe-
riod last year, reaching $2.035
billion.

However, Turkey’s exports to
Iran from January to October
2025 amounted to $2.53 billion,
representing a four-percent de-
crease compared to the same

period last year.

Trade between Turkey and Iran
in the first ten months of the
current year reached $4.565 hil-
lion.The trade between the two
countries during this period did
not show a significant change
compared to the same period
last year. In the ten months of
2024, the trade volume between
the two countries was reported
to be $4.585 hillion.

On December 6, a Tehran Cham-
ber of Commerce, Industries,
Mines and Agriculture (TCCI-
MA) delegation, visiting the
Plast Eurasia 2025 exhibition
in Istanbul, met with a group
of board members and manag-
ers of the Istanbul Chamber of
Commerce.

In this meeting, both sides,
referring to the longstanding
friendly, cultural, and econom-
ic relations between Iran and
Turkey, emphasized strength-
ening connections through the
exchange of trade delegations,
participation in exhibitions, and
joint investment.

Munur Ustun, a member of the
executive board of the Istanbul
Chamber of Commerce, refer-
ring to the memorandum of
understanding signed between
the two chambers last year, de-
scribed the presence of Iranian
companies in Turkey and spe-
cialized exhibitions as valuable
and stated: “The current volume
of trade between the two coun-
tries falls short of the existing
potential.”

He then addressed the impact of
global economic developments
and the constraints caused by
sanctions, and emphasizing
the need to facilitate the foreign
trade environment and create a
secure path for private sector
cooperation, said that direct
meetings between merchants
are an important step to com-
pensate for shortcomings.
Addressing the meeting, Hervik
Yarijaniyan, head of the TCCIMA
Industry and Mining Committee,
stated that with over 47,000
members, this chamber has ex-
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tensive capacity for cooperation
with Turkish economic actors,
adding: “The social, political,
and cultural relations between
the two countries are at a high
level, but the level of trade ex-
change does not correspond
with these realities.

Therefore, through the ex-
change of trade delegations,
participation in exhibitions, and
joint investment, cooperation
between the two countries can
be strengthened.”

He also invited the Istanbul
Chamber of Commerce to travel
to Tehran as a trade delegation
to further expand the grounds
for joint cooperation.
Subsequently, Hesameddin
Hallaj, deputy for international
affairs and trade development
at the TCCIMA, referring to the
continuous dispatch of trade
delegations in recent years and
the active presence of the Tehran
Chamber at Plast Eurasia 2025,
said: “Face-to-face dialogues
between Iranian and Turkish ac-
tors can lead to the development
of economic relations.”

He also announced the contin-
uation of cooperation between
the two chambers based on last
year’s memorandum of under-
standing and expressed hope
that the Tehran Chamber would
soon host a delegation of Turk-
ish merchants.

During this meeting, Kamran
Davari-Nikou, Consul General of
Iran in Istanbul, referring to the
increase in the trade between
the two countries to $19.4 bil-
lion, said the diversity of Iran’s
export goods to Turkey has in-
creased from 700 items in previ-
ous years to 1,383 items.
Referring to the presence of 45
Iranian companies at the Plast
Eurasia exhibition and several
dispatched trade delegations, he
described this trend as a sign of
the high potential for economic
cooperation between Iran and
Turkey.

Uzcan Tokul, Deputy Secretary
General of the Istanbul Chamber
of Commerce, in his remarks,

deemed the current trade vol-
ume between Iran and Turkey
insufficient and stated that the
Istanbul Chamber would seri-
ously continue its policy of re-
ceiving and supporting Iranian
trade delegations.

At the end of this meeting, it
was also decided that the Tehran
Chamber of Commerce would
prepare the groundwork for a
trade delegation from the Istan-
bul Chamber of Commerce to
travel to Tehran through official
correspondence.

The TCCIMA delegation, visiting
the Plast Eurasia 2025 exhibi-
tion, also met with senior offi-
cials of the Istanbul Chamber
of Industry, proposing strategic
partnerships between Iranian
and Turkish private-sector com-
panies, particularly in technolo-
gy-driven sectors.

During the joint session,
both sides highlighted the
long-standing commercial ties
between Iran and Turkey and
agreed to strengthen indus-
trial cooperation through B2B
meetings and reciprocal expert
delegations.Mehmet Akif Meral,
director of international and EU
affairs at the Istanbul Chamber
of Industry, introduced the body
as an institution with 23,000
members established in 1923.
He described past cooperation
with Iran as positive, citing a
2013 business mission to Teh-
ran and multiple meetings in
recent years on technology, en-
ergy and industry.

He said the chamber maintains
extensive links with Europe and
neighboring markets and active-
ly participates in global exhibi-
tions, including major events in
Chicago and the Netherlands.
Meral outlined measures tak-
en in response to U.S. tariff
shifts, noting that the chamber
supports Turkish manufactur-
ers through market advisory
services, specialized training
and e-commerce development
programs. He added that 40
percent of Turkey’s exports go
to Europe, where the chamber
plays a central role in maintain-
ing industrial ties.

Hervik Yarijaniyan, head of the
TCCIMA Industry and Mining
Committee, said current trade
levels fall short of the two coun-
tries’ long-standing economic
links. He called for closer co-
ordination between the Teh-
ran Chamber and the Istanbul
Chamber of Industry and invited
a Turkish industrial delegation to
visit Tehran.

Hesameddin Hallaj, deputy for
international affairs and trade
development at the TCCIMA,
pointed to Iran’s renewed indus-
trial momentum after difficult
economic years. He said the
current environment is suitable
for joint ventures and shared
manufacturing projects.
Highlighting  the  zero-tariff

and reduced-tariff opportuni-
ties available to Iran under its
free-trade framework with the
Eurasian Economic Union, he
encouraged Iranian and Turkish
businesses to pursue co-export
strategies in plastics and poly-
mers, textiles and apparel, phar-
maceuticals, agriculture and
food products.

Meral noted that Iranian compa-
nies hold competitive strengths
in several technology domains
and can form strategic alliances
with Turkish producers. He said
shifting global supply chains and
rising logistics costs have made
Turkey an attractive base for re-
gional industrial cooperation. He
cited broad collaboration poten-
tial in electrical equipment, parts
manufacturing, machinery,
home appliances, electronics,
fisheries and caviar.

He added that at the upcom-
ing Moscow exhibition, where
Turkey will field 200 booths,
the chamber can help connect
Turkish companies with Iranian
partners.Plast  Eurasia 2025,
one of the region’s leading plas-
tic-industry exhibitions, hosted
participants from dozens of
countries in Istanbul.

The Tehran Chamber of Com-
merce operated a dedicated
pavilion and held multiple meet-
ings to showcase Iran’s industri-
al capacities and expand bilater-
al business links.

Also, in late December, business
delegations from Turkey’s Van
province and Iranian industri-
al representatives held talks in
Tehran on ways to remove trade
barriers and expand bilateral in-
dustrial and commercial cooper-
ation, officials said.The meeting
brought together members of a
Van-based trade delegation, Ira-
nian industrialists and the head
of the Tehran Chamber of Com-
merce, Industries, Mines and
Agriculture (TCCIMA)’s industry
and mining committee.

Hervik Yarijanian, head of the
committee, said the Iranian and
Turkish economies are both on
a path of growth and that clos-
er links between private-sector
players could boost trade, en-
courage joint investment and
help both sides make better use
of existing capacities.

He proposed exchanges of in-
dustrial experts and engineers,
the removal of customs obsta-
cles and a stronger role for Van
as a transit hub for goods mov-
ing between the two countries.
Mehrdad  Saadat Dehghan,
head of the Iran—Turkey Joint
Chamber of Commerce, said
the two countries have nearly
three decades of experience in
cross-border trade but that the
scale of exchanges has fallen
short of expectations. He said
broader cooperation, with the
Tehran chamber playing a cen-
tral role, could help unlock new
opportunities.

konur.

broadcast.

The “Jaam-e-Jam 1” satellite belong-
ing to the Islamic Republic of Iran’s
Broadcasting Organization (IRIB) has
been successfully launched into space
from the Baikonur Cosmodrome, a
spaceport in the Kazakh city of Bai-

Registered internationally under the
name lran DBS, Jaam-e-Jam 1 is
Iran’s first geosynchronous satellite
and is slated to provide the necessary
infrastructure for interactive public

A geosynchronous satellite is a satellite
in geosynchronous orbit, with an orbit-
al period the same as the Earth’s rota-
tion period. Such a satellite returns to

[ran sends Jaam-e-Jame | satellite mto space

day traces out a path

orbital position (34°

communications.
This comes as Iran

the same position in the sky after each
sidereal day, and over the course of a

typically some form of analemma.

The telecommunications Jaam-e-Jam
1 satellite is regarded as a strategic
step towards the development of the
IRIB’s technical infrastructure. It was
placed into the Earth’s orbit by the sat-
ellite-carrying Proton-M rocket along
with a Russian weather satellite.

As scheduled, the satellite is to be
transferred to and stabilized in its final

good coverage span for the IRIB’s

in the sky that is

ellite.

arieh.

East), providing

has made great

strides in the space industry and satel-
lite technology in recent years.

Recently, the head of the Iranian Space
Agency announced the aviation body
would soon unveil its first radar sat-
“Radar satellites, ‘Raad 1’ and
‘Raad 2’ families, are being designed
and manufactured,” said Hassan Sal-

“The Raad 1 satellite is a radar satel-
lite of the SAR type with a resolution
of better than 50 meters. This satellite
is not in the integration phase as it is
going through its final stages and, God
willing, will soon be unveiled,” he ex-
plained.The agency’s chief further said
the Raad 2 satellite, with an imaging

resolution of more than 20 meters, is
being developed and will hopefully be
unveiled in the coming years.

He said the most important advantage
of radar satellites is that they are capa-
ble of recording images in spectrums
and wavelengths other than visible
ones.That means these kinds of satel-
lites can easily do imaging operations
irrespective of climatic conditions, dust
and particulates, or cloudy weather.
“Imaging would be possible even in re-
gions covered with snow and the like,”
he explained. In early January 2026,
Iran announced the successful orbital
deployment and initial testing of three
new satellites.
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Top Russian
official says
Moscow stand-
ing by Iran

Deputy Chairman  of
the Russian Federation
Council  (upper house
of parliament) Konstan-
tin Kosachev has held
a meeting with Iranian
Ambassador to Moscow
Kazem Jalali.

The senior Russian par-
liamentarian  expressed
support for Iran in the
face of threats by the
West, especially the Unit-
ed States.

“I have met with the
Iranian ambassador to
Moscow. | clearly and
unequivocally expressed
support and solidarity
with the people of the
fraternal country, particu-
larly with regard to the
current threats to its sov-
ereignty and security. We
stand together,” Kosa-
chev wrote on Telegram
after the meeting.

This comes as U.S.
President Donald Trump
has refused to give up
his threatening rheto-
ric against Iran. He has
threatened to launch mil-
itary aggression against
the Islamic Republic un-
less Tehran gives in to
Washington’s  excessive
demands. The US. is
asking Iran to completely
shut down its uranium
enrichment work and re-
duce the range of its mis-
siles, demands that Iran
has categorically rejected.
Iran and the U.S. held
indirect talks in Oman’s
capital, Muscat, on Feb-
ruary 6.

The negotiations revolved
around lran’s nuclear
program and the possi-
bility of a new agreement
that would curb certain
nuclear activities in ex-
change for the termina-
tion of sanctions. The
talks were mediated by
Oman’s foreign minister,
Badr Albusaidi, who act-
ed as a go-between for
the two sides.

Speaking to reporters af-
ter exchanging messages
with U.S. officials dur-
ing two separate three-
hour sessions, Aragh-
chi said the sides had
traded views following
a prolonged pause and
thanked Oman for its role
in hosting and mediating
the talks.

“All issues that needed to
be raised were conveyed
in a positive atmosphere,
and the perspectives
of the other side were
heard,” he said.
Araghchi described the
talks as a “good begin-
ning,” but cautioned that
any continuation would
depend on decisions tak-
en in Tehran and Wash-
ington in the coming
days.

Iran has announced, time
and again, that it will not
capitulate to pressure,
coercion and threats, and
would counter any act of
aggression. At the same
time, Tehran has stated
that it would prefer to
settle issues through di-
plomacy and negotiations
rather than confrontation.
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Tourism and hand-

icrafts sectors,
tools of cultural
diplomacy, says

advisor to minister
Looking at tourism and handi-
crafts is not merely economic,
but rather it is considered as a
tool of public and cultural diplo-
macy to strengthen the connec-
tion between nations and influ-
ence the relations between the
governments, emphasized At-
efeh Marvi, advisor to Minister
of Cultural Heritage for women
and family affairs.

According to IRIB, during a
joint meeting between Marvi
and Yazd Governor-General Mo-
hammadreza Babaei that was
held in Mehriz, Yazd province
on Thursday, the state of Yazd’s
tourism was reviewed and em-
phasis was placed on imple-
menting support and incentive
plans and strengthening the
infrastructure to boost travel to
the province.

Referring to the cultural diplo-
macy’s capacities in the field of
tourism and handicrafts, Marvi
told IRIB that at one point,
the Japanese embassy was
on the ‘red list' of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, but with the
follow-up efforts, the path of
interaction was reopened; an
experience that showed that
even in the political arena, it is
possible to solve the problems.
Marvi stated that Yazd province
has always been a pioneer in
the fields of education, cultural
heritage and tourism, adding:
“The projects currently being
implemented are also the result
of the coherent cooperation of
the provincial and national man-
agement.”

She continued that despite eco-
nomic problems, activities in
the field of ecotourism, hotel
restoration and infrastructure
development have not stopped,
although tourism at the national
level has faced a serious decline
and requires careful analysis
and planning in times of crisis.
Also, Yazd governor-general
referred to the extensive capac-
ities of the province in the field
of tourism and said: “Yazd has
unique tourism capacities, but
these capacities have not yet
been fully exploited, and it is
necessary for planning to si-
multaneously pay attention to
preserving historical identity
and economic development.”
Babaei added that the restora-
tion of historical monuments
must be carried out sustainably,
and tourism infrastructure must
be strengthened along with that.
“Developing  transportation,
providing sustainable financial
resources and increasing the
occupancy rate of accommo-
dations are of particular impor-
tance.”

At the end of the meeting, it was
emphasized to continue the co-
operation between the Ministry
of Cultural Heritage, the provin-
cial administration and the pri-
vate sector to implement sup-
portive packages, strengthen
the infrastructure and increase
travel to Yazd province.

Also, Zamzam Eco-Lodge Unit
was opened and put into oper-
ation in Baghdadabad, Mehriz
county, with the presence of
Marvi. The unit was opened in
an area of 220 square meters,
with private investment and
with support of facilities from
Note 18 of the Budget Law.
This project, with five rooms
and a capacity of 18 beds, will
welcome tourists and lovers of
nature and culture in the region.
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Iran’s Ah-
mad Abba-
si named
Most Valu-
able Player

Saied Ahmad Abbasi capped a memorable
AFC Futsal Asian Gup Indonesia 2026 after
he was named the tournament’s Most Val-
uable Player on Saturday.

Abbasi played a starring role in Iran de-
fending their title by defeating Indonesia
5-4 on penalties in the final, having lit up
the tournament with his consistent perfor-
mances throughout. “At the end of the day,

What Happens to Your Blood Pre
When You Add Ginger to Your Diet

Source:
By:

Whether steeped in tea, tossed into a stir-
fry, or taken as a capsule, ginger has long
been celebrated for its soothing effects
on digestion and nausea.1 However, new
evidence suggests this spicy root may
also benefit something even more vital:
your heart.
1. Helps Lower Blood Pressure
Several of the studies in the Cureus re-
view found that ginger supplements
helped reduce systolic blood pressure
(the top number).2
That's important because high systolic
blood pressure puts extra strain on your
heart and blood vessels over time, which
can increase your risk of heart disease
and stroke.3

“Specific compounds in ginger may
work similarly to calcium channel blocker
medications,” said Liz Weinandy, MPH,
RDN, LD, a registered dietitian nutrition-

ist at The Ohio State University Wexner
Medical Center.

“These medications allow blood vessels
to relax and slow the heart rate, which
lowers blood pressure,” she added.

2. Improves Cholesterol and Triglycer-
ide Levels

Ginger may reduce LDL (“bad”) choles-
terol and triglycerides—two types of fat
that can build up in the arteries and raise
the risk of heart disease.

One study in the review found that people
with obesity who took metformin signif-
icantly improved their cholesterol levels
after taking up to 1.8 grams of ginger
daily. Their triglycerides, LDL cholesterol,
and total cholesterol levels all dropped.2
This effect may be due to ginger’s natu-
ral phytochemicals, such as polyphenols
and flavonoids, which could help prevent
cholesterol from forming.2

“Ginger’s active components may inhibit
cholesterol synthesis in the liver, increase
bile acid secretion, and enhance the ac-
tivity of enzymes that break down fats,”
said Lindsay Malone, MS, RDN, LD,
nutrition instructor at Case Western Re-
serve University School of Medicine.

3. Helps Fight Inflammation

Chronic inflammation is a major driver of
heart disease.4

“Ginger is rich in phenolic compounds
such as gingerols, shogaols, and parad-
ols, which have potent anti-inflammatory
effects,” said Malone.

One study cited in the review found that
taking 2 grams of ginger daily for three
months reduced inflammation.2

This can happen for several reasons.
“Some phytochemicals help to keep
bacteria, viruses, and other microbes in
check by boosting our immune system,”

said Weinandy. “Others help neutralize
free radicals, which can damage cells in
our bodies.”

4. Protects Against Atherosclero-
sis i
Those same hioactive compounds
can also produce antioxidant
effects, said Malone. An-
tioxidants help protect

your cells, including §

those in your heartand ¥
blood vessels, from P
damage caused by free "% 3
radicals.

The research
suggests  that A
these  antioxi- %
dant effects may

help
prevent atherosclerosis, a condition
in which plague builds up in the ar-
teries, increasing the risk of heart i
N

| got the award but it was on behalf of all
players,” said Ahmad Abbasi. “| would like
to dedicate the award to my teammates
and the most important thing is that the
trophy remained with Iran.” The 33-year-
old, who was also the Most Valuable Player
in the 2024 edition, scored the all-impor-
tant equalizer to make it 5-5 against Indo-
nesia to take the tie to penalties.

ssure and Cholesterol

attack, stroke, and heart failure.2
5. Supports Healthy Blood Sugar Lev-
els

o

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi and his Bahraini counterpart Abdul-
latif bin Rashid Al Zayani have held a phone conversation.

Araghchi expressed gratitude for a congratulatory message from the King of
Bahrain, Hamad Bin Isa Al Khalifa, to Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian
on the 47th anniversary of the Islamic Revolution in Iran, and briefed his op-
posite number on the developments pertinent to the Iran-U.S. nuclear talks.
The top Bahraini diplomat, in turn, thanked the Iranian foreign minister for
his remarks, expressing hope that the talks will continue until a result is

achieved.

The two top diplomats also highlighted the need to continue consultations

between the two countries.
Iran marked the anniversary of the Islamic Revolution on Wednesday. A
considerable number of heads of state and government, including Saudi
King Salman bin Abdulaziz al-Saud and Grown Prince Mohammed bin Sal-
man, have felicitated Iran on the occasion.
The relations between Iran and its southern Arab neighbors have increased
considerably. The officials of these countries have acted as intermediaries
between Iran and the United States, leading to a resumption of nuclear talks
between Tehran and Washington. The first round of talks was held on Febru-
ary 6 in Muscat, Oman. The next round of talks is going to be held next week.

Tehran to host mel. conterence on rail
road corrtdor mvestment

p— v

The Director General of the Office of
Temperate and Dry Fruits Affairs at the
Ministry of Agriculture’s Horticulture De-
partment said that 100,000 tons of pista-
chios worth $730 million were exported
to 67 countries worldwide, including 18
European Union member states, dur-
ing the first nine months of the current
Iranian calendar year (March 21-No-
vember 21, 2025). Dariush Salempour
added: “According to official statistics
provided by the Customs of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, nearly 100,000 tons of
pistachios (in-shell pistachios, pistachio
kernels, green pistachio kernels, and
other related products) were exported to
target countries in the first nine months
of this year.” The largest export volumes
were to Turkey, India, the United Arab
Emirates, the Russian Federation, Kyr-
gyzstan, Iraq, Kazakhstan, Pakistan, and
China, he added.

This official stated: “Last year, an un-
precedented performance in pistachio
production, processing, and export
was recorded in the country, with over

~

\

175,000 tons of pistachios worth $1.7
billion exported.” Stating that national
and international standards are observed
in pistachio production and export, he
clarified: “In line with sustaining the pro-
duction and export of this valuable prod-
uct, the Ministry of Agriculture initiated
the “Complementary Action” program
last year in cooperation with relevant
bodies such as the Ministry of Health,
Treatment and Medical Education and
the National Standards Organization.”
Salempour estimated the country’s fresh
and dry pistachio production in the year
1404 (March 2025 - March 2026) at
nearly 300,000 tons and said: “With over
600,000 hectares of pistachio orchards,
Iran ranks first in the world in terms of
cultivated area.”

He assessed the overall pistachio pro-
duction situation this year as good, de-
spite some climatic challenges and im-
balances, and stated: “A portion of this
production is being stored and stocked
in warehouses, which will be gradually
exported based on demand or supplied

to domestic markets for consumption.”

The Director General of the Office of
Temperate and Dry Fruits Affairs at the
Ministry of Agriculture’s Horticulture De-
partment added: “In addition to a signifi-
cant portion of pistachios being supplied
and consumed fresh domestically, the
majority of dried and processed pistachi-
0s are supplied to both the domestic and
foreign markets.” Iranian pistachios are
renowned globally as the “green gold” of
Persia, prized for their distinctive flavor,
rich taste, and superior quality. With over
600,000 hectares of orchards, Iran leads
the world in pistachio cultivation area,
producing varieties like Akbari, Anmad
Aghaei, and Fandoghi. These nuts are not
just a culinary delight but an economic
powerhouse, with exports reaching over
65 countries. Despite climatic challeng-
es, Iran maintains rigorous production
standards. The pistachio holds deep cul-
tural significance, featuring prominently
in traditional cuisine and ceremonies,
symbolizing prosperity and hospitality in
Persian culture for thousands of years.

Seven maritime and port pro-
jects were inaugurated in the
southern province of Hormoz-
gan, including key develop-
ments at Shahid Rajaee Port,
aimed at expanding container
capacity and upgrading stra-
tegic equipment, state media
reported.

According to the Hormoz-
gan Ports and Maritime De-
partment, the projects were
launched via videoconference
by President Masoud Pezesh-
kian to mark the anniversary of
the Islamic Revolution.

Total rial-denominated invest-
ment in the schemes amount-
ed to about 87.62 billion rials,
alongside more than 45 million
euros allocated to equipment.

Most of the projects are con-
centrated at Shahid Rajaee
Port, Iran’s largest commercial
port. Developments include the
construction of a container ser-
vices terminal and transit and
export cargo terminals, raising
storage capacity by 46,400 TEU
and 120,000 TEU respectively.
The expansion is expected to
improve logistics efficiency and

7 port projects launched m Hor-
mozgan to hoost contamer capacity
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reduce vessel waiting times.
Equipment upgrades formed
a major part of the invest-
ment, with 29.5 million euros
financed by the private sector
for equipment optimization and
the procurement of five new
transtainers worth 16 million
euros funded by the Ports and
Maritime Organization.

The upgrades are expected to
accelerate loading and unload-
ing operations.

Maritime services were also ex-
panded with the commission-
ing of a pilot boat valued at 6.74
billion rials (about $13,480) to
facilitate vessel movements.
Other works included major
repairs to the perimeter wall of
Shahid Rajaee Port and rehabil-
itation of the coastal protection
wall in Gorzin, Qeshm, aimed at
enhancing safety standards and
preventing coastal erosion.
Officials said the projects sup-
port efforts to strengthen port
infrastructure and transit de-
velopment, and are expected
to create direct employment for
330 people in the province.
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