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Industry minister
inaugurates major
development projects
in Yazd province

The Wednesday trip of the Minister of
Industry, Mining, and Trade to Yazd
Province turned into a scene of de-
cision-making and practical action in
the field of production and industrial
investment.  This trip, marked by a
series of inaugurations of strategic
projects, field visits, and the clarifi-
cation of macro-policies, once again
highlighted Yazd’s role as one of the
main drivers of the country’s industry
and mining. Coinciding with the Ten-
Day Dawn celebrations, this trip pre-
sented a coherent picture of the future
direction of the province’s industry, fo-
cusing on localization, completing the
value chain, developing clean energy,
creating sustainable employment, and
renovating damaged units. Further-
more, during this one-day trip, the
industrial and mining achievements
of the province were showcased. The
inauguration of Iran’s and the West
Asia’s first and largest graphite elec-
trode production plant in Ardakan
was the most important achievement
of this trip, demonstrating that Yazd
is on the path to independent and
smart industrial development and can
reduce the country’s strategic depend-
encies. Seyed Mohammad Atabak,
the Minister of Industry, Mining, and
Trade, arrived in Yazd on Wednesday
and was welcomed upon arrival by
the provincial governor and a group
of provincial officials. During this trip,
five prominent industrial and infra-
structure projects became operational,
and the minister visited Taft, Ashkezar,
Ardakan, Bahabad, and Bafq counties.
He inaugurated a polymer granule pro-
duction unit in Taft County. The annual
production capacity of this unit is an-
nounced as 15,600 tons, and it plays a
significant role in strengthening the re-
gional production chain and employ-
ment. Continuing his trip, the minister
went to Khazraabad in Ashkezar and
commissioned the largest solar power
plant in Yazd Province with a capacity
of 100 megawatts.

With an investment of over 50 million
euros, this power plant annually pro-
duces 200 million kilowatt-hours of
clean electricity. In addition to reducing
the energy imbalance for industries, it
brings about significant savings in
fossil fuel and water consumption and
reduces greenhouse gas emissions,
making it a prominent project in align-
ing industry with the environment. The
inauguration of Iran’s and the West
Asia’s first graphite electrode pro-
duction unit in Ardakan was the most
important achievement of this trip—a
strategic project that, according to the
minister, has saved the country’s steel
industry from a high-risk dependency.
Atabak added: “The steel industry
is not an ordinary industry; it is an
important indicator of countries’ de-
velopment, and any path of industrial
development requires steel.”
Referring to the challenges in the
steel industry during the 2000s, he
added: “One of the country’s biggest
concerns was dependency on import-
ed graphite electrodes for smelting
furnaces; an issue that at times even
caused several-fold price increases
and threatened to halt production.”
The minister stated that the Ardakan
electrode factory was one of the first
projects he emphasized on accelerat-
ing its launch, saying: “Today, thanks
to the efforts of managers, experts,
and domestic investors, this strate-
gic shortcoming has been resolved,
and the country’s steel industry has
achieved stability.” The mentioned
unit, with a 245-million-uro invest-
ment, has an annual production ca-
pacity of 30,000 tons (expandable to
60,000 tons) and directly employs
530 people. It is considered a symbol
of overcoming sanctions by relying
on domestic capabilities. The Minister
of Industry, Mining, and Trade then
headed to Bahabad and inaugurated
the first phase of an iron concentrate
unit with an annual capacity of one
million tons.

_www.esfahan-news.com

Killing with sanctions, lying with statistics

On Sunday, Iran took the step
of publishing the names and
national ID numbers of nearly
3,000 individuals killed during
the unrest that swept through
the country between January
8 and January 14. According
to officials, this move was a
direct response to weeks of
politically motivated reporting
and fabrication by Western
media outlets.

The disclosure comes after
a relentless media campaign
where  unverifiable  death
tolls—some  climbing as
high as 80,000—were cir-
culated by Western-based
organizations and news plat-
forms. These claims appeared
without any accompanying
names, documentation, or fo-
rensic proof. Iranian officials
argue that the inflated figures
aren’t the product of investi-
gative journalism, but rather a
calculated effort to manipulate
international opinion precisely
when U.S. military pressure
on Tehran is at its peak.

A senior official from Presi-

dent Masoud Pezeshkian’s of-
fice noted that the decision to
release the detailed data was
made days prior, with the spe-
cific goal of “closing the door
to fabrication.” Just before
the publication, Iran’s foreign
minister told CNN Tiirk that
the death toll was consistent
with the roughly 3,100 fatali-
ties already announced by the
nation’s forensic medicine or-
ganization. He challenged crit-
ics, stating that Iran is ready
to revise that number if any
credible party can produce
even a single verified identity
not currently on the list.

It took Iranian authorities sev-
eral days to finalize the count
once the violence subsided in
mid-January. They cited the
difficulty of distinguishing be-
tween civilians, security per-
sonnel, and armed attackers
in the aftermath of the clash-
es. Western media, however,
didn’t wait for confirmation.
They began publishing sweep-
ing casualty estimates early
on, frequently basing their
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reports on anonymous “activ-
ists” or a Washington-based
website run by a former de-
tainee previously convicted
in Iran for collaborating with
foreign intelligence.

The disparity is striking: al-
leged death tolls ranging any-
where from 6,000 to 80,000,
with zero corroborating evi-
dence. Analysts suggest this
inflation was deliberate—a
tactic to manufacture moral
urgency and legitimize foreign
military intervention, all while
shifting attention away from
the far better-documented ci-
vilian death toll in Gaza.

A familiar pattern

For observers in Tehran, this
entire episode feels like a re-
run of a script that is neither
new nor unique to Iran.

Go back to 1990: the fabricat-
ed story about Kuwaiti babies
being thrown from incuba-
tors by Iraqi soldiers—a lie
traced back to a U.S.-backed
PR campaign—helped sell
the [Persian] Gulf War to the
public. In 2011, claims that

Muammar Qaddafi was plan-
ning mass rapes and aerial
massacres were used to justi-
fy NATO’s intervention in Lib-
ya, an operation that ultimate-
ly collapsed the state. In Syria,
allegations of chemical weap-
ons use by Bashar al-Assad’s
government—claims later
refuted by whistleblowers and
independent investigators—
became the moral engine for
years of sanctions, military
strikes, and the funding of ter-
rorist groups.

In every single one of these
instances, Western media
played a key role in amplifying
lies to manufacture consent
for intervention. The results
were catastrophic. Iraq fell
into occupation and sectarian
violence; Libya fractured into
militia rule and open-air slave
markets; Syria suffered over a
decade of war and displace-
ment. Now, the same play-
book is being used against
Iran.

The West exploited and de-
railed legitimate protests
The unrest in January started
as protests over economic
hardship—pain rooted largely
in years of U.S. sanctions that
have strangled trade, banking,
and oil exports. Initially, these
demonstrations were largely
peaceful and actually led to
significant economic reforms
by the government.

The situation turned when
armed elements were injected
into the crowds. Iranian intel-
ligence has since uncovered
overwhelming evidence—in-
cluding weapon seizures and
multiple  arrests—indicating
that the CIA and Israel’s Mos-
sad financed and coordinated
these groups.

Just days before the violence
erupted, the Mossad’s Per-
sian-language account on

X posted that Israeli agents
were “on the ground” in Iran.
Shortly after that signal, po-
lice stations, military sites,
banks, and private buildings
came under attack. The use
of firearms, explosives, and
incendiary devices in multiple
cities transformed the pro-
tests into what was essentially
organized urban warfare.
Meanwhile, U.S. President
Donald Trump posted mes-
sages encouraging rioters to
seize government institutions
and kill security forces, prom-
ising undefined “help” and
signaling an incoming U.S.
military strike. Those mes-
sages served to prolong the
violence.

Notably, there have been zero
calls from Washington or
Europe to ease the sanctions
that actually hurt ordinary Ira-
nians. Instead, new punitive
measures were announced
even as Western leaders
claimed to care about the hu-
manitarian plight of the Irani-
an people.

The victim list released this
week covers everyone in-
volved: civilians, police of-
ficers, and conscripts, along-
side individuals identified as
members of terrorist cells.
Officials have described this
transparency as a “moral
duty” to the families of the
deceased, but also as a sharp
political message to the out-
side world.

Analysts suggest that the les-
sons of Iraq, Libya, and Syria
are looming large in Tehran
right now. In every one of
those scenarios, humanitari-
an arguments were used as a
prelude to military action. And
in every instance, the collapse
of the targeted government
resulted in catastrophe rather
than relief.

IME financial market turnover expected to reach $20h

Iran Mercantile Exchange (IME) ex-
pects the value of transactions in its fi-
nancial markets to approach $20 billion
by the end of the current Iranian year
(late March), IME chief executive said.
Seyed Javad Jahromi said total turn-
over at the IME is forecast to exceed
$40 billion by year-end, with financial
markets accounting for about half of
that figure, according to IRNA.

He said financial-market transactions
have reached about $17 billion so far
this year and are expected to rise close

to $20 billion by year-end, adding that
around 44 percent of the exchange’s
total trading value currently comes
from financial markets.

“This shows the market is gaining
sufficient depth to play an effective
role in economic growth,” Jahromi
said at a capital markets financing
conference held at the Iran Chamber
of Commerce.

He said commodity deposit certificates
are not only a financing tool but have
also helped raise public awareness of

commodities and market mechanisms,
citing the gold market’s strong growth
over the past two to three years.
Jahromi said new deposit certificates
based on commodities such as copper
and silver have been launched, drawing
investor interest and expanding invest-
ment opportunities.

He said commodity deposit certificates
can also underpin the development of
derivatives, risk-hedging instruments,
commodity funds and new businesses
in warehousing, adding that experience

gained in products such as saffron is
gradually being extended to other com-
modities.

Jahromi said a recent cabinet decision
allowing deposit certificates to be used
as collateral would help reduce corpo-
rate financing costs, with the new in-
strument to be unveiled soon.

He added that the exchange is studying
the creation of commodity funds in the
mining sector to boost public participa-
tion and help finance mining projects
and downstream industries.

War on Iran
could blow up
entire region,
Lavrov warns

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lav-
rov has warned the Middle East is like
a powder keg waiting for a chain reac-
tion, and a war between the U.S. and
Iran could trigger it.

In an interview with RT on Wednesday,
Lavrov said Moscow does not seek to
impose itself on the two nations, but is
ready to play a constructive role if they
manage to find a peaceful way forward.
“Iran is our close partner and neighbor,
we care about how the situation devel-
ops. More so because it is explosive
not only for Iran itself, but also the en-
tire Middle and Central East. Too many
mines are buried there, waiting to be
set off by a clumsy foot,” Lavrov stated.
In June 2025, lIsrael and the U.S.
launched an unprovoked war on Iran.
Israel assassinated a number of Iranian

nuclear scientists and military com-
manders. The attacks, which lasted for
12 days, led to the death of more than
1,000 Iranians. The U.S. also joined
Israel by dropping bombs on three Ira-
nian nuclear sites in Fordo, Natanz and
Isfahan, using B-2 bombers.

“The Iranians, the Israelis, the Ameri-
cans know we are prepared to offer our
services that could contribute to imple-
mentation of agreements, when - hope-
fully when - or if they are reached.”

In recent weeks, U.S. President Donald
Trump has alluded to the possibility of
anew attack on Iran to pressure Tehran
amid foreign provoked anti-govern-
ment protests.

To deescalate the situation, the U.S.
and Iran are set to meet in Muscat,
Oman, on Friday.

Iran s strenoth-
ened deterrence by
oradme its ballistic §
Chief

sstles: military
Visiting an IRGC missile town on
Wednesday, Chief of the Staff of the Ira-
nian Armed Forces said the Islamic Re-
public has strengthened its deterrence
power by upgrading its ballistic missiles.
“By upgrading its ballistic missiles in
all technical dimensions, Iran has been
able to strengthen its deterrence power,”
said Major General Abdolrahim Mousa-
vi, Press TV reported. Mousavi also said
Iran is prepared to confront any act of
aggression by enemies by capitalizing
on the unprovoked war on Iran by Israel
and the United States back in June 2025.
Since the June war that lasted for 12
days, Iran moved to enhance its defen-
sive and offensive capabilities.
“Following the 12-day war, we have
changed our military doctrine from de-
fensive to offensive by adopting the pol-

icy of asymmetric warfare and [boosting
readiness for a] crushing response to
the enemies,” the top military official
said while accompanied by Brigadier
General Majid Mousavi, commander
of the IRGC Aerospace Force. The Wes
Asia region is once again bracing for an-
other potential military confrontation be-
tween Iran and the U.S. as the American
navy has deployed air and naval forces
in waters near Iran. Officials in Tehran
have warned that any U.S. attack on Iran
would draw an immediate response that
could ignite a regional war.

Tensions have eased slightly as regional
countries launched a flurry of diplomatic
efforts to prevent war. Iranian and U.S.
diplomats are now set to meet in Oman
on Friday for a new round of talks on
Tehran’s nuclear program.
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Iran ranks among

top 10 countries

by thermal power
capacity

Iran ranks among the world’s 10
countries with the largest thermal
power generation capacity, a sen-
ior official at the Thermal Power
Plants Holding Company (TPPH)
said.

Hamed Seyrfianpour, acting dep-
uty for planning and management
development, said Iran’s thermal
power capacity has increased
seventeen-fold since the 1979
revolution to about 78,000 meg-
awatts, according to a statement
carried by IRNA on Monday.

He said around 2,200 mega-
watts of power capacity, along
with major transmission lines
and substations, were damaged
during the eight-year war, adding
that repairs were difficult due to
economic and political sanctions.
Iran currently operates 149 ther-
mal power plants that generate
more than 90 percent of the
country’s electricity needs, Seyr-
fianpour said. Annual electricity
output from these units has ris-
en thirty-six-fold since the early
post-revolution years to about
367 billion kilowatt-hours.

He said 639 thermal power gen-
eration units have been built
nationwide, with more than 69
percent of installed capacity
owned by the private sector. Ca-
pacity operated by private firms
and industries has reached about
54,000 megawatts following the
launch of new projects.
Seyrfianpour  said  sustained
efforts by domestic specialists
have also placed Iran among the
world’s top five manufacturers of
power-generation  turbines.
He added that while the country’s
population has grown only about
2.4 times over the same period,
the expansion of generation ca-
pacity has significantly improved
access to electricity nationwide.

Iran’s economic
project pipeline
valued at $240b

The total value of planned and
ongoing economic projects in
Iran stands at $240 billion, ac-
cording to figures published by
Middle East Economic Digest
(MEED).

The industry publication said in
its latest review of Persian Gulf
projects that the combined value
of planned and active projects
across eight countries in the re-
gion remained high as of January
2026, reflecting rising investment
in construction and infrastruc-
ture.

Saudi Arabia topped the region
with more than $2.1 trillion in
planned and ongoing projects,
followed by the United Arab Emir-
ates with $1.15 trillion, MEED
said.

Iraq ranked third with about $430
billion, followed by Oman at $300
billion and Qatar at $250 billion.
Iran, with projects valued at $240
hillion, ranked sixth in the region,
ahead of Kuwait with $230 billion
and Bahrain with $80 billion, the
report said.

Analysts cited by regional media
said the Persian Gulf project mar-
ket is expected to remain a key
investment destination in West
Asia in coming years, driven by
long-term development plans.
MEED data showed that while the
value of projects in six regional
countries has followed a relative-
ly stable trend since 2016, Saudi
Arabia and the UAE recorded a
sharp increase from 2023.
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Iran calls Merz
naive, hopes a
‘mature’ person
would take over
leadership in
Germany

Iran’s foreign minister has
lashed out at German Chan-
cellor Fredrich Merz, express-
ing hope that a “mature”
person will return to German
leadership.

Writing on social media, For-
eign Minister Abbas Araghchi
said it is “regrettable that an
individual such as Mr. Merz
now represents Germany on
the world stage.”

The remarks by the Iranian
foreign minister came after
Merz said, “We are prepared
to further increase the pres-
sure and to engage in talks
aimed at bringing Iran’s nu-
clear programme to a swift
end.”

Araghchi also said Germany
that once served as the en-
gine of the European progress
is now acting the opposite.
“Germany was once the en-
gine of Europe’s progress;
now it has turned into an
engine of regression,” the
Iranian foreign minister wrote
on X.

Iran’s chief diplomat also cen-
sured the German chancellor
for pushing two other Euro-
pean countries (France and
Britain) to bring back the UN
sanctions on Iran lifted under
the 2015 nuclear deal that fi-
nally led to the termination of
the role of the European trio
(E3) in nuclear talks.

“Last September in New York,
at Merz's insistence, the E3
put an end to their role in
nuclear negotiations by pur-
suing the return of UN sanc-
tions. Now, Merz is begging
to be allowed back into the
same negotiations,” Araghchi
remarked.

It is not the first time that
Merz is making ill-advised
and reckless remarks against
Iran. For example, recently
during the recent protest in
Iran he said the Islamic Re-
public’s days are numbered.
Also, during Israel's unpro-
voked aggression against Iran
in June 2025, Merz said, Isra-
el was doing the “dirty work
for us.”

Araghchi said, “We Iranians
have unfortunately been faced
with several other examples
of Merz’s political naivety and
distasteful character.

When Israel killed more than
1,000 lranians in June 2025,
he expressed exuberance.
Merz has also publicly day-
dreamed about Iran suppos-
edly being weeks away from
collapse.”

The chief diplomat went on
to say that the noble German
people, who have greatly
“contributed to humankind”
through their technological
innovation, deserve a polit-
ically mature person to run
their country.

“Germans are a great people
who have contributed to hu-
mankind with their hard work
and ingenuity. Iran has always
welcomed strong relations
with Germany. It is therefore
doubly regrettable that an
individual such as Mr. Merz
now represents Germany on
the world stage.

We hope that more mature
and honorable political lead-
ership will return to Germa-
ny,” Araghchi concluded.
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Hakim: The ‘col-
lective Jihad’ fat-
wa was a turning

point in contempo-
rary Iraqi history

Ammar Hakim, the leader of the Na-
tional Wisdom Movement in Iraq,
stated that the fatwa of “collective
jihad-duty,” issued by the Shia
Marja, marks a decisive moment in
contemporary lraqi history; a fatwa
that succeeded in restoring balance
and protecting the country amidst

immense pain and suffering.

Hakim emphasized that the re-
sponse and solidarity of Iragis with
this fatwa manifested their national
responsibility, as Iragis rose to meet
this significant challenge, writing a
brilliant chapter of sacrifice and de-
votion in the history of their nation.

b Foods That (lear
Uongestion So You Gan
Breathe Easier

Source:
By:

While the common cold doesn’t have a
cure, there are things you can do to help
with the congestion that comes along
with it. In addition to over-the-counter
medication to address cold symptoms,
several foods have bioactive compounds
that may reduce inflammation and help
clear nasal passages.

1. Warm Broth

Many people reach for chicken soup
when feeling ill, and it turns out that
drinking plenty of fluids, including warm,
brothy soups, can help with cold symp-
toms. Staying well hydrated can help
thin mucus, making it easier to clear

your nose. The warmth of broth or soup
is also key, as steam can help open up
congested nasal passages and sinuses.1
2. Warm Tea

Similar to soup broth, warm tea can help
open nasal passages. Tea contains cate-
chins (a type of antioxidant), which may
help with congestion. One study found
that people drinking green tea had fewer
days with a runny nose and nasal con-
gestion.3

Herbal teas are soothing and may offer
additional anti-inflammatory properties.
Several other teas with potential benefits
include:

 Chamomile tea

« Elderberry tea

* Ginger tea

* Peppermint tea

3. Honey

Adding honey to your tea can provide
added benefits for cold symptoms. Hon-
ey has antioxidants and immune-boost-
ing properties. It can improve cough
symptoms, and may also help with mu-
cus clearance.5

Because of the risk of botulism, do not
give honey to babies younger than 1
year.6

4. Spicy Foods

Spicy foods like peppers contain capsa-
icin, a chemical that can help clear con-
gestion for a brief period.7

Other spicy foods like, mustard, and
horseradish have a different compound
called allyl isothiocyanate. This powerful
chemical stimulates nerves in the nasal
passage, and actually irritates the lining
of the nose, making it run and easier to
clear mucus.7

5. Pineapple

Pineapple contains bromelain, a mix of
enzymes that can break down proteins
and thin mucus. It also has anti-inflam-
matory effects. Pineapple is also a good

source of immune-boosting vitamin C.
Studies aren’t conclusive, but suggest
bromelain in pineapple may help with
sinus symptoms.8

6. Probiotic Yogurt

Some people find that drinking milk
or eating dairy products worsens con-
gestion by thickening mucus. Howev-
er, eating yogurt with probiotics can
provide anti-inflammatory properties,
as well as immune-boosting zinc.
Research suggests regularly eating
yogurt or other probiotic-rich foods
may help prevent colds and lessen
symptoms.9

Power projects worth LISh to be maugurated across Iran

Energy Ministry will inaugurate 243 power sector projects nationwide during
the Ten-Day Dawn anniversary period, with total investment of about 550
trillion rials ($1.1 billion), a senior official at Iran’s Power Generation, Distri-
bution, and Transmission Company (Tavanir) said.

Abolfazl Asadi, Tavanir's deputy for planning and economic affairs, said the
projects aim to expand the national power grid and ease network constraints,

according to state broadcaster IRIB.

He said the projects form part of the government’s latest performance report
and focus on preventing generation bottlenecks, improving voltage levels
and reducing overloads across the transmission and sub-transmission net-

works.
Asadi said construction has already begun on more than 130 critical projects,

with over 300 trillion rials (about $600 million) allocated for their completion.
Despite financial constraints and challenges linked to sanctions, he said the
power sector has made notable progress, adding that the 243 projects will
increase transmission substation capacity by 4,385 megavolt-amperes and

sub-transmission capacity by 3,328 megavolt-amperes, while adding 1,325 = =

circuit kilometers of new transmission and sub-transmission lines.
He said the projects are expected to significantly improve grid performance
and reduce bottlenecks ahead of next summer’s peak demand period.

Upportunities, challenges of dioital health i Iran

Modern communication technologies
have fundamentally changed people’s
lifestyles, social interactions, and access
to information, with the health sector go-
ing through digital transformation, being

no exception.
The emergence of tools such as health
applications, telemedicine, electronic

health records, online health platforms
has made the digital health an important
part of the health system. Digital health
provides advantages, but it also brings
challenges.

Digital health refers to the use of infor-
mation and communication technologies
to promote health, improve access to
health services, and enhance the quali-
ty of health care. Bridging the distance
between the patient and the service
provider, digital health makes it easier
for different groups in society to receive
health services.

It plays a pivotal role in raising public

awareness, preventing diseases, and im-
proving health-oriented behaviours.
Despite these benefits, digital health fac-
es some challenges. The main important
one is the digital gap which refers to
inequality in accessing andusing com-
munication technologies. The gap can
be caused by different reasons such as
income, place of residence, age, and lit-
eracy level.

Researchers at Tehran’s Allameh Tabat-
abaei University have studied digital
health in the country to identify its
strengths, shortages, opportunities, and
threats, ISNA reported.

The research findings show that digital
health in Iran has significant strengths
including national healthcare platforms,
the growing use of artificial intelligence
tools in healthcare services, and online
healthcare services.

Meanwhile, a lack of a comprehensive
legal framework for health data protec-

tion, integration among digital platforms,
digital literacy, and communication infra-
structure, as well as structural resistance
to technological change are among the
main weaknesses, which highlights dig-
ital health need both new technologies
and reforms in structures and laws.

To realize the healthcare system trans-
formation goal, the health ministry has
developed eight projects with a focus
on smart e-health using artificial intelli-
gence.

The projects include improving health
literacy and self-care, designing a smart
referral  system, launching national
health observatory, changing health data
into operational knowledge, managing
healthcare supply chain of subsidized
medicines using Al, establishing a di-
agnosis-related groups (DRG) payment
system, designing a productive smart
hospital, and integrating online insur-
ance processes.

monetary P

The Governor of the Central Bank of
Iran (CBI), outlining the priorities of
monetary and exchange rate policies,
emphasized this institution’s com-
plete focus on sustainably curbing
inflation, deepening the forex trading
market, and the necessity of cooper-
ation from other government bodies
to navigate the current complex situ-
ation.

Abdolnaser Hemmati, emphasizing
this point, stated: “Without meaning-
ful and sustainable control of inflation,
improving employment, achieving
desirable production growth, and cre-
ating economic calm and confidence
will not be possible. Therefore, under
current conditions, any goal that con-
flicts with this priority will be set aside
from the Gentral Bank’s perspective.”
The Central Bank Governor added:
“With the implementation of the new
exchange rate policy, the trading vol-
ume in the unified foreign exchange
trading market over the past month
has reached more than $3 billion; a
figure that is 70 percent higher than
the previous month and 35 percent
above the average of past months.”
According to him, this volume of
transactions indicates the deepening
of this market and its determining role
in guiding the exchange rate.

Curhing intation, primary priority of

Iy: (Bl governor

He said: “Experience has shown that
the continued deepening of the trad-
ing market is the most important
factor influencing the exchange rate.
This improvement in the commercial
foreign exchange market, along with
other reforms and reduced uncertain-
ties, will lead to stability in all foreign
exchange markets.”

Hemmati emphasized: “We hope that
within the framework of laws and as
a result of exchange rate, monetary,
banking, and fiscal policies, recurring
instability in the foreign exchange
market will be prevented. It is neces-
sary that the Central Bank’s actions
in implementing monetary and ex-
change rate policies be accompanied
by cooperation from other institutions
and government sectors, especially
the government, parliament, and the
judiciary, so that we can navigate this
difficult pass of economic policymak-
ing with minimal cost.”

The Central Bank Governor added:
“Despite all the difficulties that are
evident to the dear people, the full
capacity of the Central Bank will be
focused on gradually improving
the country’s economic situation,
through controlling inflation, manag-
ing the external sector of the econo-
my, and reducing uncertainties.”
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