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China continues to
be the most stable
and reliable source
of global economic
growth

The 2025 Annual Report on China’s
Economy was released recently, at-
tracting widespread attention from the
international community.

In the context of global economic
order being challenged by unilateral-
ism, protectionism, and the impacts
of geopolitical and regional conflicts,
China’s economy has demonstrated
remarkable resilience and vitality, suc-
cessfully achieving its key expected
goals. Looking ahead to 2026, | would
like to take this opportunity to share a
few thoughts with our friends in Iran on
China’s economic achievements and
potential, as well as how to address
global economic challenges. China’s
economy continues to maintain steady
progress, moving towards new and
improved development. Over the past
five years, China achieved an average
annual growth rate of approximately
5.4%. In 2025, China’s GDP surpassed
140 trillion yuan for the first time, with
a year-on-year growth of 5%. Globally,
China’s economic growth rate ranks
among the top of major economies,
making it the most stable and reliable
source of global economic growth,
with an estimated contribution to world
economic growth of around 30%.
In 2025, China remained the world's
second-largest consumer market, with
a 5.9% increase in industrial added
value above designated size. China’s
total R&D expenditure has consistently
ranked second in the world, and new
growth momentum in green and digi-
tal industries is steadily taking shape.
Overall, the long-term supportive con-
ditions and basic trends for China’s
economic growth remain unchanged,
exhibiting characteristics of strong
stability, numerous advantages, re-
silience, and significant potential. As
2026 marks the beginning of China’s
15th Five-Year Plan, the economy is
expected to continue to perform stead-
ily and positively. China will persist in
expanding openness and achieving
mutual benefits. China has always val-
ued promoting the common prosperity
of trade partners through its own de-
velopment, committed to expanding
the global economic and trade pie. Chi-
na is not only willing to be the world’s
factory, but also keen to be the world’'s
market. With the world’s largest and
most growth-oriented middle-income
group, China’'s consumer market con-
tinues to rank second globally. In con-
trast to the frequent tariff threats issued
by the United States, China is eager to
share opportunities from its vast mar-
ket with the world, striving to ensure
that the benefits of development reach
every country and every group. We will
continue to hold events like the Chi-
na International Import Expo, further
expand imports, and welcome enter-
prises from all countries to seize the
opportunities created by China’s efforts
to expand domestic demand and boost
consumption, offering more and better
products and services. China will firmly
uphold multilateralism. In recent years,
President Xi Jinping has proposed initi-
atives such as the Global Development
Initiative, Global Security Initiative,
Global Civilization Initiative, and Global
Governance Initiative, offering Chinese
solutions to address common global
issues. China has always earnestly im-
plemented the essences of President
Xi’s important speeches, promoting the
concept of building a community with a
shared future for mankind, and firmly
supporting multilateralism and free
trade. China is committed to maintain-
ing an international system centered
on the United Nations and an interna-
tional order based on international law,
actively advocating for inclusive and
broad-based economic globalization,
and supporting the liberalization and
facilitation of trade and investment.
We are dedicated to enhancing the
representation of the Global South and
developing countries and are willing to
work with all countries to create a pros-
perous and sustainable future.
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IMIDRO savs 420 explorﬂtmn maps to draw private mvestment

Iran’s Mines and Mining Indus-
tries Development and Reno-
vation Organization (IMIDRO)
plans to use more than 400
newly produced exploration
maps to attract private sector
participation and reduce risk
in mineral exploration, its head
said.
Mohammad-Massoud
Samiei-Nejad said the pro-
duction of 420  priority
1:50,000-scale exploration
maps would provide baseline
data to help identify critical
and strategic mineral reserves,
according to a report by state
broadcaster IRIB.

He said the project is being
carried out under a tripartite
agreement between IMIDRO,
the Geological Survey and Min-
eral Explorations of Iran, and
the Ministry of Industry, Mine
and Trade.

The six-year program, running
from 2026 to 2031, is expected
to require investment of about
$1.0 billion, with average annual
financing needs of around $170

P
e TR T

million, Samiei-Nejad said.

He added that the project could
lead to the identification of at
least two world-class metallic
mineral deposits with an esti-
mated value of $30 billion.
Samiei-Nejad said that under
Iran’s Seventh National Devel-
opment Plan, exploration blocks
will soon be offered nationwide
through the Iran Mercantile
Exchange in the form of invest-
ment packages. Exploration
licenses will be transferred to
qualified individuals or compa-
nies, grouping nearby deposits
with similar minerals into single
packages, he said.

Referring to Kerman province,
he said the region holds more
than 8 billion tons of proven
mineral reserves across 42
types of minerals and accounts
for about 140 million tons of an-
nual extraction. Several of Iran’s
world-class mines, including
Sarcheshmeh and Miduk cop-
per and Gol Gohar iron ore, are
located in the province.
Samiei-Nejad said expanded ex-
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ploration activity in recent years,
including airborne geophysics,
deep drilling and three-dimen-
sional geological modelling, has
opened new prospects in Ker-
man. Over the past five years,
six exploration zones covering
32,000 square kilometers have
been allocated to IMIDRO and
its subsidiaries, leading to the
identification of 50 promising
areas, the issuance of five dis-
covery certificates and 21 ex-
ploration licenses.

He also stressed the role of
universities in supporting sus-
tainable mining development,
saying that responsible mining
must balance economic value
creation with environmental
protection and long-term job
opportunities, supported by
skilled human capital and new
technologies.

Iran’s mining sector is a corner-
stone of its non-oil economy,
endowed with substantial and
diverse mineral wealth. The
country holds the world’s larg-
est zinc reserves, second larg-

est copper reserves, and ranks
among the top ten for iron ore,
lead, and gypsum. Major min-
ing and metallurgical complex-
es, such as the Sarcheshmeh
and Miduk copper mines and
the Chadormalu and Golgohar
iron ore mines, are pivotal to the
industry.

Despite its vast potential, the
sector faces significant chal-
lenges. International sanctions
have severely restricted access
to foreign investment, cut-
ting-edge technology, and mod-
ern mining equipment. This has
led to underdevelopment, with
many mines operating below
capacity using outdated meth-
ods. Infrastructure limitations,
including insufficient rail and
port facilities, hamper both do-
mestic processing and export
logistics. Water scarcity in Iran’s
arid climate also poses a major
operational and environmental
constraint.

Nevertheless, the Iranian gov-
ernment actively promotes the
sector as a strategic alternative
to oil dependence. Policies aim
to attract domestic and allied
investment, increase the val-
ue-added through domestic
processing (e.g., steel and cop-
per cathode production), and
develop downstream indus-
tries. There is a strong focus on
boosting exports of processed
minerals to regional markets.
Geopolitical ~ factors  remain
the dominant influence. While
partnerships with countries like
China and Russia provide some
capital and technical support,
comprehensive Western sanc-
tions continue to stifle growth.
The future trajectory of Iran’s
mining sector is therefore in-
extricably linked to the broad-
er geopolitical landscape. If
constraints ease, its immense
reserves could be rapidly devel-

oped; if they persist, the sector
will likely continue to operate
well below its true potential, de-
spite its foundational role in the
national economy.

The Iranian Mines & Mining
Industries Development & Ren-
ovation Organization (IMIDRO)
is the paramount state-owned
holding company and the cen-
tral pillar of Iran’s mining and
metals sector. Established in
2004, its mission is to lead the
strategic development, modern-
ization, and integration of the
country’s vast mineral resourc-
es to reduce economic depend-
ence on oil.

IMIDRO oversees a massive
network of subsidiaries and
affiliated companies across the
entire value chain of key com-
modities. Its portfolio includes
major national giants in steel
(e.g., Mobarakeh Steel Compa-
ny), aluminum (Iranian Alumi-
num Company), copper (Na-
tional Iranian Copper Industries
Company), and mineral explo-
ration. It drives mega-projects
aimed at increasing production
capacity, promoting value-add-
ed processing (like turning ore
into finished metal), and devel-
oping required infrastructure
such as railroads and port fa-
cilities.

As the government’s execu-
tive arm in mining policy, IM-
IDRO is tasked with attracting
investment—primarily ~ from
domestic sources and strate-
gic allies like China and Russia
amid sanctions—and transfer-
ring technology. While it has
recorded significant output
growth, its performance and
ambitions are heavily con-
strained by international sanc-
tions, which limit access to ad-
vanced technology and foreign
capital, impacting efficiency
and expansion plans.

[ran’s 4th Eurasta International Trade Exhibition postponed

The fourth Eurasia International Trade
Exhibition has been postponed to the

second half of the Iranian calendar

implementing the free trade agree-
ment, Dehghan Dehnavi stated: “In

the customs domain,

Iran Customs

month Farvardin (late March/early
April) to facilitate a more magnificent
and grand-scale hosting of this inter-
national event.

According to an announcement by
Iran’s Trade Promotion Organization
(TPQ), the exhibition, which was sched-
uled to be held during February 1-4 at
the Tehran Permanent International
Fairgrounds, has been postponed due
to disruptions in communication net-
works, logistical challenges, and the
approaching holy month of Ramadan.

Based on the assessment of the Trade
Development Organization, since one
of the fundamental objectives of this
event is to ensure better organization
and dignified hosting of foreign guests
and merchants, its holding has been
rescheduled for the second half of Far-
vardin.

In this announcement, the TPO has
stated that, given that the inaugural
session of the Iran-Eurasia Trade-Eco-
nomic Cooperation Meeting was also
planned to be held on the sidelines of
this exhibition, it is therefore appropri-
ate that this purposeful event be held
with comprehensive planning and a
holistic view towards all its various
aspects.

TPO Head Mohammad Ali Dehghan
Dehnavi has recently referred to Iran’s
free trade agreement with Eurasia and
added: “With the implementation of
this agreement, 87 percent of goods
exchanged between Iran and the five
member countries of the Eurasian
Union became subject to zero tariffs,
creating an unprecedented capacity for
an export leap. This agreement has cre-
ated significant capacity for trade de-
velopment between Iran and Eurasian
countries. Consequently, Iran’s exports

to the Eurasian region experienced a
16% growth over the first eight months
of this year.”

Referring to research conducted at the
Trade Promotion Organization of Iran,
Dehghan Dehnavi stated: “If the goods
Iran currently exports to various coun-
tries are matched with the goods Eur-
asian Union member countries import
from other parts of the world, it will be-
come clear that for Russia alone, there
is approximately $12 billion in poten-
tial trade capacity—a figure nearly ten
times Iran’s current exports to that
country. This means that merely by ac-
tivating existing capacities, exports can
be multiplied. Furthermore, goods that
are currently only produced for domes-
tic consumption can be identified and
potentially developed into export prod-
ucts, finding new markets in Eurasian
countries.”

He further emphasized the necessity of
removing non-tariff barriers between
Iran and Eurasian Union member
countries, stating: “One such issue lies
in the areas of standards and remov-
ing transportation obstacles. Currently,
connectivity has been established on
the eastern side of the Caspian Sea,

and on the western side, the Rasht-As-
tara railway project is being pursued.
New railway routes via Nakhchivan
and Armenia are also under consider-
ation. In the field of standards, a major
non-tariff barrier is the lack of a com-
mon standard language between Iran
and Eurasian countries, as differences
in standard systems have caused prob-
lems for Iranian producers. Removing
this obstacle can pave the way for ex-
port development.”

The head of the Trade Promotion Or-
ganization of Iran stressed the impor-
tance of promotional activities and
increasing mutual understanding be-
tween traders of both sides, adding:
“Creating spaces for dialogue, nego-
tiation, and contract signing among
economic actors is very important, and
trade exhibitions are considered the
most organized tool for achieving this
goal.”

“Currently, the private sector, especial-
ly in the medical equipment field, has
been successful in this path and has
managed to achieve significant exports
to Eurasian countries by registering
their products.”

Referring to the role of customs in

has played an effective role in the joint
committee negotiations. One important
action is moving towards the electron-
ic exchange of information, which can
remove part of the non-tariff barriers.
Additionally, good measures have been
taken in rail transportation; the Islamic
Republic of Iran Railways has reached
important agreements with Eurasian
countries and active railway routes
have been established. However, in
road transportation, we still face prob-
lems such as prolonged waiting times
for trucks, which harms exports. This
sector requires more serious meas-
ures.”

In early December, Amir Roshan, depu-
ty head of the TPO, told a coordination
meeting that this year’s Eurasia Interna-
tional Trade Exhibition has been struc-
tured to highlight regional economic
cooperation and ensure high-level
attendance. He said hosting costs for
official delegations and chambers of
commerce representatives from EAEU
member states will be covered under
existing protocols and approved budg-
ets to encourage broad participation.
The first will focus on monetary and fi-
nancial issues, an area he described as
a priority for EAEU members.

The second will review the International
North-South Transit Corridor (INSTC),
which is expected to ease access for
regional, European and Arab markets
through Iran.

A third section will address export-re-
lated issues, including logistics chal-
lenges, with the aim of improving trade
flows through common standards.
The fourth will highlight goods and
services with comparative advantages,
particularly in energy, healthcare and
other high-value sectors.
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Egypt urges de-es-
calation in calls
with Iran and US

Egypt has intensified diplomat-
ic efforts to prevent renewed
conflict in West Asia, holding
separate phone calls with Iran’s
foreign minister and the U.S.
Middle East envoy amid mount-
ing regional concern that Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s escalating
rhetoric could push the region
toward another war.
According to a statement re-
leased by Egypt’s Foreign Min-
istry, Egyptian Foreign Minister
Badr Abdelatty spoke by phone
with Iranian Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Araghchi and U.S. envoy Ste-
ve Witkoff, exchanging views on
regional developments and the
urgent need to reduce tensions.
The ministry said Abdelatty
stressed “the necessity of in-
creasing efforts aimed at de-es-
calation, cooperation to establish
calm, and preventing the region
from being drawn into insta-
bility.” He also emphasized the
importance of prioritizing dip-
lomatic solutions and achieving
sustainable political agreements
in support of long-term regional
security and stability.

Egypt’s intervention comes as
fears grow that tensions between
Washington and Tehran could
spiral into open conflict following
recent riots in Iran, which were
exploited by armed Mossad and
ClA-affiliated groups seeking to
destabilize the country. Analysts
in Tehran warn that the failure
of those unrest efforts has in-
creased the likelihood that exter-
nal actors may turn once again to
direct military confrontation.
The diplomatic push is also un-
folding against the backdrop of
the June war, a brief but intense
12-day conflict that erupted after
Israel attacked Iranian targets
and the United States carried out
strikes on Iranian facilities in the
middle of indirect talks between
Tehran and Washington. Iran
responded with retaliatory oper-
ations, forcing a halt to hostilities
and sharply raising the cost of
further escalation.

Iranian officials argue that the
June fighting demonstrated the
limits of military pressure and
significantly strengthened Iran’s
deterrence capabilities.  Since
then, Tehran has repeatedly
warned that any new aggression
would not remain contained and
could trigger a region-wide con-
flict with global economic reper-
cussions.

Egypt is not alone in urging re-
straint. Several key regional
countries — Qatar, Oman, Saudi
Arabia, and Turkey — have also
called on the United States to
refrain from escalating tensions
and instead respect diplomat-
ic and democratic processes,
particularly —after Washington
bombed Iran during negotiations
last summer.

These concerns were conveyed
directly during a regional tour by
Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi, who visited Turkey on
Friday following consultations
with other regional capitals.
Speaking in Ankara, Araghchi
reiterated Iran’s long-standing
position that diplomacy cannot
be imposed through threats.
“Iran is as ready for dialogue
as it is for war,” Araghchi said,
adding that the country’s mili-
tary and defensive capabilities
have significantly improved since
the 12-day war. He warned that
coercive approaches would only
undermine diplomatic efforts and
destabilize the broader region.
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Government must lis-
ten to the grievances
of people: Pezeshkian

President Masoud Pezeshkian said
on Saturday that officials must lis-
ten to the grievances of the people.
Pezeshkian made the remarks
while visiting the shrine of Imam
Khomeini along with his cabinet
team on the eve of the 47th anniver-
sary of the Islamic Revolution.

Pointing to the January unrest,
Pezeshkian said, “We are du-
ty-bound to listen to the voice and
grievances of the protestors and
resolve their problem, and we are
ready for it.” However, he said, the
protests were hijacked by rioters
and foreign-backed elements.

The protests that began in Tehran’s
Grand Bazaar on December 28 over
the depreciation of national currency
and market instability turned violent
in later days, leading to the scorch-
ing of buses, damage to public
property, attacks on security forces,
etc. “But all know that it was not just
a civil protest. Rather, the enemies
misused our problems, provoked
the people, and sought to split the
society.” He went on to say, “We
have no right to ignore the rights
of anybody... Our hearts should
be with the people, and change our
behavior toward the people.” Else-
where in his remarks, the president
said that justice in society would
thwart all malicious schemes of its
adversaries. “If we act justly, people
will recognize and accept it, and in
such circumstances, no force can
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Technically, all food sources give the body
energy in calories, but protein is not the
body’s primary energy source. Protein
does contribute to our overall, long-term
energy levels by promoting feelings of
satiety (a satisfied feeling of fullness) and
improving the body’s ability to repair it-
self.1

Does Protein Give You Energy?
Carbohydrates are the body’s primary
source of energy. Once the body runs
out of carbohydrates, it moves on to fats.
When there are no carbs or fats, the body
breaks down protein for energy.

Still, proteins are indirectly involved in
many aspects of the body’s energy levels
in the long term. Protein intake affects:2
Bone and muscle growth

Tissue development

Tissue repair

The ability to exercise

Protection from illness2

Getting enough protein in your diet allows
you to stay fuller longer, which in turn can
fight off feelings of fatigue.1

How Much Energy Does Protein Provide?
Calories are the units by which we meas-
ure the amount of energy we get from
food. There are 4 calories in 1 gram (g)
of protein.

When it comes to energy levels, protein
does not function in the same immediate
way as carbohydrates, which provide a
quick source of fuel for the body. Instead,
protein plays a more long-term role in
maintaining energy and overall well-being.

It is essential for muscle repair, immune
function, and the production of enzymes
and hormones that regulate bodily pro-
CEsses.

While it may not provide an instant surge
of energy like sugar or caffeine, consum-
ing enough protein supports sustained
physical and mental performance by
preventing muscle breakdown, stabilizing
blood sugar levels, and aiding overall met-
abolic function.3

Does Protein Type Matter?

Animal Protein

Animal protein is classified as a complete
protein because it contains all nine essen-
tial amino acids in the right proportions.
This makes animal-based protein sources
an efficient way to meet the body’s protein

Iran, China, and Russia plan to hold
a naval drill, codenamed “security
belt”, on the last day of the current
Iranian month of Bahman (Jan. 21 -
Feb. 19), Tasnim reported.
Fleets from Iran’s Army, the Islam-

P

needs without having to combine differ-
ent foods. Consuming complete proteins
can be especially beneficial for muscle
growth, recovery, and overall bodily func-
tion.

Plant-Based Protein

If you follow a vegetarian or vegan diet,
getting enough protein is still possible,
but you may need to be more mindful of
your choices. Most plant-based proteins,
such as beans, lentils, nuts, seeds, and
whole grains, are considered incomplete
proteins because they lack one or more
essential amino acids.

However, by eating a variety of plant-
based protein sources throughout the
day—such as rice and beans, hummus
with whole-grain pita, or peanut butter

ic Revolution Guard Corps (IRGC),
China, and Russia will take part in
the maneuver in the northern Indian
Ocean.

The drill will be the eighth of its kind
since 2019.

on whole-wheat toast—you can ensure
that your body receives all the necessary
amino acids.

How to Increase Protein Intake for More
Energy

You can get more protein, and thus in-
crease your overall energy levels, from
a variety of protein food sources, includ-
ing:3

Beans

Dairy products

Eggs

Lentils

Meat

Nuts

Seafood

Seeds

Soy products

Paknejad plays down concerns over LS. dealings with Iran’s oil customers

Iran’s oil minister dismissed concerns that potential U.S. dealings with
buyers of Iranian crude could undermine Tehran’s oil sales or revenues,
saying the country remains in control of its export strategy.

Mohsen Paknejad said worries that global oil prices could fall following
U.S. moves to seize Venezuelan oil, pushing Iran’s selling price below

budget assumptions, were misplaced.

“The oil market is dynamic,” Paknejad was quoted as saying by state

He said Iran adjusts to market changes and coordinates closely with end
buyers through negotiations that take operational costs into account,
noting that supply conditions and demand volumes also shift seasonally.
“Different indicators affect pricing, and our colleagues take all of them
into account to secure the best possible selling price,” the minister said.
Responding to concerns that the United States, having access to Vene-
zuelan oil, might seek to strike deals with Iran’s regular customers such

bring a government, a society, or a
nation to its knees.”

broadcaster IRIB.
He added that base prices are set using global benchmarks that are out-

side Iran’s control and depend on external variables.

American
security and
double standard
of disorder

While Donald Trump labels American protesters “profes-
sional agitators” and calls for their imprisonment or depor-
tation, the very same pattern of behavior has for years been
framed in Western narratives of insecurity in Iran as “civil
protest’—a stark rupture in how order, security, and the
legitimacy of violence are defined. Trump’s recent remarks
on the widespread protests in Minnesota have once again
brought an old yet unresolved contradiction to the media’s
forefront. Responding to attacks on public sites, including
a church, Trump described the protesters as “profession-
al,” “trained,” and “disruptive of public order"—individuals
who, in his view, should either be imprisoned or expelled
from the country. This stance is not only harsh but overtly
security-driven, leaving no room for empathy under the
banner of “protest.” Although such rhetoric is hardly new
to the American public, it takes on a different meaning at
the international level—especially when placed alongside
the official and media narratives of the West regarding
Iran’s winter unrest. In those events, widespread destruc-
tion of public property, armed attacks, the killing of security
personnel and ordinary citizens, and the organized activity
of violent groups were all present, yet many Western out-
lets portrayed them simply as “popular protests.”
Security narratives at home

In his comments on Minnesota, Trump explicitly empha-
sized the “trained” nature of the protesters. From his per-
spective, violent behavior cannot be the product of spon-
taneous social anger; it is instead the result of professional

organization and direction. This is precisely the language
long used in the security discourse of various states to
describe organized instability—but it is deemed legitimate
only when such events occur within U.S. borders.

Within this framework, an attack on a church is labeled a
“riot,” collective chants are seen as “planned madness,”
and disruptions of public order are treated as direct threats
to national security. Even deportation is presented as a
legitimate option—without mainstream Western media
characterizing these positions as “the suppression of pro-
test.”

Protest beyond the borders

Yet this same logic undergoes a sudden transformation
when applied to Iran. During Iran’s winter unrest, a network
of hostile media outlets worked from the earliest hours to
marginalize violence and center an emotional narrative of
“defenseless people.” In this framing, armed attackers be-
came “protesters,” sabotage was recast as “civic action,”
and even the assassination of security forces was por-
trayed as a “natural response to repression.”

The direct role of the United States and Israel in guiding
the media, cyber, and even operational dimensions of these
disturbances has been repeatedly exposed by Iranian offi-
cials and some independent reports. Billions of tomans in
damage to infrastructure, the deaths of hundreds of Ira-
nians, and the presence of trained elements carrying out
violence under the guise of ordinary citizens never found a
serious place in the dominant Western narrative.

et A BN

as China, Paknejad said there was no cause for concern.“We have full
command of our area of work, and there is no need to worry about these

issues,” he said.

-

Media as a tool of legitimization

The core difference lies not in the nature of the events, but
in how they are narrated. Western media, depending on
geography and political interests, decide whether a violent
act is called “protest” or “riot,” a “popular movement” or
“terrorism.” This is the point at which security ceases to be
a universal principle and becomes a political instrument.
Trump—the same politician who repeatedly threatened
military action against Iran under the pretext of “supporting
protesters”—now shows not the slightest tolerance for the
concept of protest when confronted with domestic unrest.
This duality is neither accidental nor cultural; it is rooted in
the logic of power.

Selective security in the American order

In a political order where the United States sees itself as
both architect and arbiter, security is not an absolute right
but a selective privilege. If instability serves to weaken an
independent state, it is celebrated as a “cry for freedom”; if
the same instability threatens internal power structures, it
is instantly reduced to “professional rioting.”

Trump’s recent remarks are less about Minnesota than they
are a mirror of this double standard—a logic that reveals
how the line between protest and disorder is drawn not by
human or legal criteria, but by political interests. In such a
landscape, what is ultimately sacrificed is not only truth,
but the lives of human beings—labeled “protesters” in one
moment and “agitators” in another, solely because the ge-
ography of violence has changed.

Leader of the Islamic Revolution Aya-
tollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei visited the
mausoleum of Imam Khomeini, the
founder of the Islamic Republic, on
Saturday ahead of the 47th anniversary
of the Islamic Revolution, renewing al-
legiance to the ideals that reshaped Iran
and ended decades of foreign domina-
tion.

During the visit, Ayatollah Khamenei
performed prayers at the shrine and
paid tribute to the martyrs of the Rev-
olution, reaffirming continuity between
the founding principles of the Islamic
Republic and Iran’s present-day resist-
ance to external pressure.

Sunday marks the historic return of
Imam Khomeini from exile in Paris in
1979—an event that ignited nation-
wide protests against the U.S.-backed
Pahlavi regime and culminated in its
overthrow. The anniversary is com-
memorated annually through the Ten-
Day Dawn celebrations in Iran and by
supporters of the Islamic Republic
worldwide.

The Leader’s public appearance came
despite hostile media campaigns—
most notably by London-based net-
works—falsely claiming that Ayatollah
Khamenei was “hiding in an under-
ground shelter” amid heightened ten-
sions with the United States. Iranian
officials say such reports are part of
a broader psychological and informa-
tion war aimed at projecting instability
where none exists.

um athead of revolution’s 47¢h anniv,

Leader visits Imam Khomenr’s mausole-

The visit also followed weeks of height-
ened rhetoric from U.S. President Don-
ald Trump, who has repeatedly threat-
ened Iran with military action. Earlier
this month, Trump openly encouraged
armed rioters to seize state institutions,
promising that “help is on its way,”
while simultaneously presiding over
a major U.S. military buildup in and
around the Persian Gulf.

Peaceful protests over economic griev-
ances—Ilargely caused by years of U.S.
sanctions—were hijacked on January 8
and 9 and then escalated through Janu-
ary 14 by foreign-backed armed groups
and terrorist elements. The violence re-
sulted in widespread arson, vandalism,
and attacks on public infrastructure,
shops, ambulances, and government
facilities, leading to the deaths of scores
of civilians and security personnel.
Despite the scale of the unrest, Iran
says it successfully restored security,
dismantled armed networks, and pre-
vented the country from being dragged
into chaos, frustrating what Tehran de-
scribes as a plan to pave the way for a
second U.S. military assault in January.
With that scenario having failed, Trump
has since shifted tactics—from overt
calls for violence to threats of war un-
less Iran accepts a U.S.-imposed deal,
warning that any strike would be “far
worse” than the June 2025 U.S. attack
on Iranian nuclear facilities, which oc-
curred just days before indirect nuclear
talks.
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