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Iran hoosts trade
with Oman, Qatar, UAE

Iran’s trade with Oman, Qatar and the
United Arab Emirates rose in the first
nine months of the current Iranian
year (March 21 —December 21, 2025)
compared with the same period last
year, a senior official at Iran’s Trade
Promotion Organization (TPO) said.
Abdolamir Rabihavi, director general
for West Asia affairs at the TPO, said
Iran’s exports to the UAE increased
by about nine percent year on year,
reaching $5.815 billion in the first nine
months, up from $5.341 billion in the
same period last year.

Imports from the UAE fell by more
than 10 percent, declining from
$15.403 billion last year to $13.532
billion in the current period, he said.
Rabihavi said Iran’s exports to Oman
rose 27 percent to $1.517 billion, com-
pared with $1.192 billion a year earlier.
Exports to Qatar also increased, reach-
ing $115 million, up from about $101
million, a rise of 14 percent.

He attributed a decline in exports to
Iraq to reduced Iranian gas shipments
in recent months, seasonal bans on
some agricultural products, Irag’s
self-sufficiency in certain goods, and
higher tariffs on items including steel
and petrochemicals. He also cited
tighter regulation and monitoring of
trade cards and foreign currency re-
patriation commitments, noting that a
significant share of Iran—Iraq trade had
previously been conducted through
small-scale exports.

Rabihavi said Iranian companies and
brands had a strong presence at the
Gulfood exhibition in the UAE and in-
ternational trade events in Turkey, add-
ing that preparations were under way
to set up Iranian pavilions at trade fairs
in Qatar and Iraq.

He also said trade ties with Lebanon
were easing following a visit by Iran’s
foreign minister, with both govern-
ments and private sectors expressing
readiness to expand bilateral trade and
to review a potential preferential trade
agreement.

Referring to relations with Oman,
Rabihavi said joint investments, par-
ticipation in free zones and industrial
parks, and efforts to attract Omani in-
vestors to Iran were continuing, along-
side steady export and import flows.

Over 21m tons of
imported essential
goods distributed
across country in 10
months

[ran moved 21 million tons of import-
ed essential goods from its ports in the
first 10 months of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 21, 2025-Janu-
ary 20, 2026), a deputy minister said,
highlighting the role of truck drivers in
supplying basic commodities.

Reza Akbari, deputy minister at Iran’s
Transport and Urban Development
Ministry, said the shipments helped
meet public demand for essential
goods, particularly after the rollout of
the electronic ration card scheme.
Akbari said around 600 million tons of
domestically produced goods are dis-
tributed across the country each year,
of which about 20 percent — roughly
120 million tons — consist of agricul-
tural, livestock and food products.
He said 507 million tons of domesti-
cally produced goods were transport-
ed nationwide in the 10-month period,
supported by more than 32.6 million
consignment notes issued by the in-
ternal transport network.

That marked growth of 2.5 percent
compared with the same period last
year.

Transport of agricultural, livestock and
food products reached about 100 mil-
lion tons over the period, up 20 per-
cent year on year, Akbari said.

He added that annual imports of es-
sential goods, including nine key items
such as wheat, barley, soybean meal,
sugar, chemical fertilizers and corn,
total nearly 25 million tons, of which
21 million tons were transported from
ports during the 10 months.
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Marltlme transport key to trade securtty: transport mimister

Iran’s Minister of Transport and
Urban Development Farzaneh
Sadegh said maritime trans-
port plays a pivotal role in trade
security, cost reduction and
sustainable access to global
markets, describing the Persian
Gulf as central to the country’s
macro-level planning.

Speaking at the sixth Interna-
tional Persian Gulf Oceanog-
raphy Conference on Tuesday
during a visit to the southern
port city of Bandar Abbas, Sade-
gh said the Persian Gulf holds
strategic importance not only
for Iran but also for the wider
region and the international
system, where geography, eco-
nomics and security intersect.
She said a significant share
of Iran’s long-term planning
across sectors depends on the
Persian Gulf, adding that its
smart management requires a
forward-looking approach to
sustainable development, envi-
ronmental protection and effi-
cient use of natural resources,

alongside closer alignment be-
tween science, technology and
strategic policymaking.

Sadegh noted that Iran’s access
to open waters and proximity to
key maritime corridors give it a
privileged geopolitical position
that has featured prominently
in diplomatic engagements and
drawn interest from regional
and extra-regional countries.
Emphasizing the importance
of multimodal transport, she
said the parallel development
of road, rail and maritime net-
works forms the backbone of
Iran’s trade and economy, and
that strategic planning must be
grounded in rigorous data, sci-
entific analysis and long-term
forecasting.

Maritime transport, she added,
serves as the main artery of
trade and market access, with
navigational safety, accident
reduction and port efficiency
dependent on precise planning
and the use of scientific infor-
mation.
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Sadegh said sustainable de-
velopment of coastal and port
infrastructure requires scientif-
ic studies, detailed geographic
analysis and environmental
considerations, as well as ef-
fective use of new technologies
and advanced information sys-
tems.

Highlighting the link between
maritime transport and marine
meteorology, she said accu-
rate weather and ocean data
are essential for smart deci-
sion-making and safe man-
agement of Iran’s waters, en-
abling early warning systems,
risk forecasting and resilience
against climate change im-
pacts.

Last month, Saeed Rasouli,
Head of Iran’s Ports and Mari-
time Organization (PMQ), pre-
sented a comprehensive vision
for developing Iran’s maritime
economy. He characterized it
as a unique and underutilized
opportunity for national devel-
opment.

His remarks highlighted a stra-
tegic shift in governmental
focus, outlined key operation-
al priorities, and announced
significant international plans,
particularly for the Caspian Sea
region.

Rasouli formally identified the
maritime-oriented economy as
a “unique opportunity” for Iran.
He acknowledged a historical
oversight, stating, “Unfortu-
nately, due to the country’s
economic dependence on oil,
we have neglected numerous
sectors, including the maritime
economy.” This candid assess-
ment underscores a recognition
of the need for economic diver-
sification.

The official emphasized that this
sector is now receiving special
and significant attention from
the government.

He stressed that this heightened
focus must be leveraged effec-
tively, declaring, “now that the
government is paying special
attention to this issue, we must
use this capacity to its fullest.”

The PMO head further outlined
several critical pillars for this
development strategy:

* Cultivating a maritime cul-
ture: He highlighted the fun-
damental importance of “cul-
ture-building” regarding the
maritime economy, indicating
a need for broader public and
institutional awareness and en-
gagement.

* Balanced port development:
A key operational focus was
placed on inclusive develop-
ment. While mega port projects
continue, he insisted that “we
must also pay attention to the
country’s small ports.”

He announced a policy of active
engagement, stating, “In this
regard, we are visiting all relat-
ed institutions and companies

and believe we must utilize the
capacity of all of them.”

* Maximizing Caspian Sea
potential:  Specific programs
for the Caspian Sea were an-
nounced. These aim to “develop
and maximize freight transport
as well as tourism.”

In a significant announcement,
he revealed concrete interna-
tional collaboration plans: “Iran
plans to establish a maritime
consortium in the Caspian Sea
with the participation of pri-
vate-sector companies from
Iran and Russia in the coming
months.”

This move signals a proactive
approach to regional coopera-
tion and economic integration.
Rasouli concluded by pointing
to underlying diplomatic efforts,
noting that “very good work has
been done in the field of diplo-
macy, the effects of which will
become apparent in the future.”
This suggests that the tangible
projects and economic plans
are supported by broader for-
eign policy initiatives designed
to facilitate maritime trade and
cooperation.

The statements from the head
of Iran’s Ports and Maritime
Organization mark a clear intent
to harness the country’s mar-
itime geography for economic
growth.

The strategy combines internal
capacity-building—through
cultural change and infrastruc-
ture development—with exter-
nal partnership, as evidenced by
the planned Iran-Russia Caspi-
an Sea consortium.

This dual approach, backed by
cited diplomatic efforts, frames
Iran’s maritime economy as a
strategic priority with the poten-
tial to contribute substantially to
a more diversified and resilient
national economy.

Resolve 1SS w1th Iran one hy one, Turkish FM tells US

l:

Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan
on Wednesday called on the United
States to resolve its problems with Iran
one by one.

“My advice always to the American
friends, close the files one by one with
Iran. Start with nuclear, close it, then
the others,” Fidan told Al Jazeera.

“If you put them as a package, all of
them, it will be very difficult for our
Iranian friends to digest and to really
process it and to go through this,” he
added.

The comments by Fidan come as the
U.S. is amassing military assets in the
Middle East amid a spike in tensions
with Iran.

Fidan said Iran can fit in a “perfect
place” in the regional order.

Fidan warned that a United States at-
tack on Iran would be “wrong”, calling
on Washington and Tehran to resolve
their issues diplomatically and gradu-
ally.

Calling for regional cooperation, Fidan
said, “It's wrong to start the war again.”
The U.S. joined Israel when it launched
a surprise and unprovoked war on Iran
in June 2025, striking Iran’s three main

nuclear facilities.

Iranian officials have promised to
launch a “comprehensive and re-
gret-inducing response” if attacked
again.

Earlier this month, Trump told Iranian
anti-government protesters that “help
is on the way”, urging them to take
over state institutions.

On Tuesday, Trump highlighted the
growing US military force in the region.
“By the way, there’s another beautiful
armada floating beautifully toward Iran
right now. So we’ll see. | hope they
make a deal,” he told supporters at a
rally.

Despite the escalating rhetoric, Fidan
suggested that a diplomatic resolution
is still possible.

“Iran is ready to negotiate a nuclear file
again,” the top Turkish diplomat said.

Mohammad Eslami, the head of the

al security documents from the United

Western pressure will not halt [ran’s selentlﬁ soveretgnty, savs nuclear chief

Atomic Energy Organization of Iran
(AEQI), has condemned Western at-
tempts to curtail the Islamic Republic’s
“scientific advancement”, stating that
neither sanctions nor political pressure
will stop Tehran from mastering nuclear,
quantum, and high-tech fields.
Speaking on the sidelines of a cabinet
meeting on Wednesday, Eslami disman-
tled the latest allegations from the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA),
describing them as part of a broader
campaign of “obstructionism rather
than genuine technical oversight.”
Eslami specifically rejected recent re-
marks by IAEA Director General Rafael
Grossi regarding alleged non-compli-
ance with the Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT). The Iranian official reminded
the agency that it must operate strictly

within the framework of its legal statute,
rather than succumbing to political in-
fluences. He highlighted the hypocrisy
of demanding inspections at facilities
that have been victims of sabotage and
external military aggression.

“If our sites were targeted, bombed,
and destroyed, what exactly do they

want to monitor now?” Eslami asked,
challenging the IAEA to clarify its pro-
tocols for facilities damaged by attacks
before making “baseless demands for
access.”

The AEOI chief also exposed the glar-
ing double standards inherent in West-
ern policy. He noted that official nation-

States explicitly prioritize the develop-
ment of artificial intelligence, nuclear
technology, and quantum science. Es-
lami argued that the obstacles placed
before Iran stem “not from misinter-
pretation, but from deliberate efforts
to hinder technological advancement,”
noting that it is the legitimate right of
the lranian nation to pursue these
same strategic priorities based on its
own national interests.

Eslami also dispelled the Western nar-
rative that attempts to equate nuclear
technology solely with weaponry. He
underscored the peaceful and human-
itarian success of the program. “Iran
now exports nuclear-related products to
50 countries for use in healthcare, agri-
culture, and environmental protection,”
Eslami stated.
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Industry Ministry
approves $11b
of foreign invest-
ment

Iranian Industry, Mining and
Trade Ministry has issued
licenses for more than $11
billion in foreign investment
projects so far, though ac-
tual capital inflows remain
far lower, an official at the
country’s investment author-
ity said.

Majid Almasi, director general
for foreign investment at the
Organization for Investment,
Economic and Technical As-
sistance of Iran, said licenses
worth $10 billion to $11 bil-
lion have been approved with
authorization from the econo-
my minister.

However, the capital that has
actually entered the econo-
my and been formally regis-
tered — including machinery
and technical know-how -
amounted to about $1.2 bil-
lion in the Iranian year 1403,
he said, adding that inflows
are expected to rise this year.
Almasi said around $1 billion
has already been registered
this year, with investment
coming not only from neigh-
boring countries but also
from more distant markets,
including Africa.

Capital brought in by Iranians
living abroad is also counted
as foreign investment be-
cause the funds originate out-
side the country, he added.
He said bank deposits by
foreigners do not qualify as
foreign investment, despite
bringing in foreign currency.
To benefit from Iran’s dec-
ades-old law on foreign in-
vestment protection — which
covers political risk and
guarantees capital repatria-
tion — investors must obtain
approval from the Foreign
Investment Board and the in-
vestment  organization.
Foreign investors have shown
interest across a wide range
of sectors, from small pro-
jects of around $500,000
such as hotel construction to
large-scale ventures in petro-
chemical value chains, equip-
ment imports and technology
transfer, Almasi said.
Investment models include
joint  ventures, buy-back
contracts and build-oper-
ate-transfer schemes, de-
pending on the sector, project
structure and expected re-
turns, he added.

Almasi said Iran offers com-
petitive advantages including
tax incentives, legal pro-
tections for investors and
customs exemptions for im-
ported equipment. He noted
that once investment-related
imports are registered, inves-
tors do not require domestic
foreign exchange allocation
because their funding source
is external.

Iran’s economic ecosystem
can deliver strong returns,
he said, citing companies
such as mobile operator Iran-
cell, ride-hailing firm Snapp
and Razi Petrochemical as
examples of successful for-
eign-backed ventures.
Foreign investment, he add-
ed, is not limited to cash in-
flows but also includes the
entry of advanced machinery
and equipment, noting that
many foreign-branded vehi-
cles assembled in Iran oper-
ate under foreign investment
licenses.



Py ) * Iranian female taekwondo athlete Na-  Kiani was discharged on Thursday
Female taek_ hid Kiani underwent knee surgery on  and will begin rehabilitation with hy-
L7 ‘ Thursday. drotherapy and physiotherapy after
/ v N wondo athlete  she sustained an injury to her right  the rest period. o
W/ Tre First \8 . s . knee. After reviewing medical docu-  She should begin rehabilitation train-
E’(“gﬁcﬂc A Kiani sidelined ments and consulting with special- ing in six weeks, followed by techni-
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Renewables
capacity set to top
9,200 MW by late

March

Iran plans to raise its renewa-
ble power generation capacity
to more than 5,200 megawatts
by the end of the current Irani-
an year (late March), a deputy
energy minister said, citing
faster permitting and improved
financing as key to meeting the
target.

Mohsen Tarztalab said capacity
additions have accelerated, but
delays in administrative pro-
cedures at the Energy Ministry
and grid management have
slowed the full integration of
new plants.

Of the roughly 3,700 megawatts
of renewable capacity installed
so far, about 3,400 megawatts
are currently feeding into the
national grid, he said, adding
that around 870 megawatts of
installed capacity is not yet fully
visible in official grid figures.
Meetings have been held with
grid operators to speed up
coordination, Tarztalab said,
noting that the gap between
announced capacity and what is
operational needs to be closed.
Iran has announced plans to
reach 5,200 megawatts of re-
newable capacity by year-end,
but under directives from the
energy minister and the presi-
dent, authorities are seeking to
raise the figure further by late
February, he added.

Around 1,000 megawatts of
clean power capacity is ex-
pected to be added in February
alone, though achieving that
goal will require closer cooper-
ation among relevant agencies.
Tarztalab, who also heads the
Renewable Energy and Energy
Efficiency Organization (SAT-
BA), said adequate financing
could significantly accelerate
project execution.

Renewable capacity is forecast
to reach 11,000 megawatts by
the end of summer, represent-
ing growth of three- to sev-
en-fold compared with previous
periods, he said.

He added that private sector de-
velopers are facing challenges
in securing foreign currency,
warning that greater support
in this area would be critical to
meeting targets.

Tarztalab said permits for in-
active renewable power pro-
jects are being revoked, with
priority given to active inves-
tors. Licenses that have seen
no progress for more than six
months are being cancelled and
reassigned, he said, noting that
more than 115,000 megawatts
of permits have been issued
nationwide, leaving little unused
capacity in many provinces.
SATBA also plans to introduce
artificial  intelligence  across
its operations, including per-
mitting, investor services and
project monitoring. Over the
past two to three months, 40
Al-related proposals have been
submitted, with 10 unveiled so
far, he said.

Electronic government services
are being expanded to allow in-
vestors to complete procedures
online, with pilot programs
launched in several provinces
from Feb. 11. The system will
gradually move toward full dig-
italization and wider use of Al
Tarztalab said.

He called on the Industry
Ministry and the central bank
to step up cooperation to ac-
celerate order registration,
equipment procurement and
financing.

Vitamin G can help prevent colds in
specific populations, including smok-
ers, athletes, and people living in cold
climates.

Taking zinc on the first day symptoms
appear shortens the duration of respira-
tory viruses, such as the common cold
and COVID-19.

While both vitamin C and zinc can cause
gastrointestinal side effects, long-term
use of zinc can also lead to more seri-
ous side effects, including a low blood
cell count and a weakened immune sys-
tem.

Vitamin C and zinc are nutrients that
your immune system needs to help
your body fight respiratory infections.1
Zinc and Vitamin C Are Both Crucial
For Immune System Function

Both zinc and vitamin C help the cells
in your immune system work well and
improve your body’s ability to combat
viruses and swelling (inflammation).1
Low levels of either zinc or vitamin C
reduce your immune system’s ability to
fight disease, making it more likely you
will get sick.1

Guidelines recommend that adults aim

Source:
By:

for 75 to 120 milligrams (mg) of vita-
min Gand 8 to 12 milligrams (mg) of
zinc daily, depending on different fac-
tors.23

These nutrients can be obtained
through the diet or consumed as dietary
supplements.

Boost your vitamin C intake with citrus
fruits and vegetables, and your zinc lev-
els by eating red meat and seafood.23
Vitamin C May Work Better Than Zinc
for Preventing Respiratory Viruses
Vitamin G may lower your risk of catch-
ing a cold, particularly if you are an

on.

older adult, live in an extremely cold
climate, exercise strenuously, or smoke
cigarettes.2

Zinc is unlikely to prevent the common
cold or COVID-19.45

Zinc lowers the risk of lung infection
(pneumonia) in children who don’t con-
sume enough zinc in their diet.6

Zinc Is Better For Shortening How
Long Colds Last

Zinc shortens the duration of a cold by
approximately two days if taken at the
first sign of symptoms. Keep in mind,
though, that zinc supplements do not

discretion.

e vs. Vitamin (;
Which Is Better for Immune
Svstem Support?

make symptoms of the common cold
(such as runny nose, sneezing, cough,
and fatigue) any less severe.34

There’s some evidence that zinc can
also shorten the length of COVID-19
and make the disease milder. People
with COVID-19 who take zinc are less
likely to be admitted to the intensive
care unit (ICU) or to die from the dis-
gase.7

Taking vitamin C regularly may make
your colds a little shorter (usually less
than a day) and your symptoms less
severe.

[ran’s dams enter Fehruary with water volumes still down

Iran’s major dams entered the second month of winter
with water reserves still sharply lower than a year ago,

according to official data.

Figures from Iran Water Resources Management Com-
pany showed that inflows to dams since the start of
the current water year on September 22, 2025 through
January 25, 2026 totaled 6.62 billion cubic meters,
down eight percent from 7.22 billion cubic meters over

the same period last year.

Stored water volumes fell more steeply. Reservoir lev-

The West's
double standards
on police violence

Inthe West, police pursue opposition fig-
ures all the way to hospital beds and call
it “law enforcement.” In Iran, police re-
straint is labeled a “bloody crackdown.”
This deliberate double standard is not a
media mistake; it is the organized cen-
sorship of truth and a core component of
the narrative war against Iran.

In recent days, amid scattered anti-Iran
gatherings across Europe, British local
media reported that police entered hos-
pitals to arrest individuals linked to dis-
turbances of public order—people who
were neither armed nor directly attacking
police forces, but were detained solely
for causing security disruptions. This
news, however, was quickly erased from
the memory of Persian-language hostile
media outlets.

While such incidents are treated as rou-
tine law enforcement actions in the West,
placing them alongside the exaggerated
portrayals of Iran’s police responses
exposes a clear and calculated double
standard.

Legitimate violence—when it is West-
ern

In the United States, police not only have
the right to use lethal force, but dozens of
people are killed every year during direct
encounters with law enforcement—fig-
ures repeatedly confirmed by independ-
ent human rights organizations. Yet in
Western media narratives, this level of
violence is framed as “the enforcement
of the law.”

In Europe as well, harsh police respons-

earlier.

percent.

B
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accepted. Chasing protesters into hos-
pitals, making immediate arrests, and
imposing severe restrictions are not
concealed; they are presented as signs
of state authority. The law in these coun-
tries is uncompromising, even when
protesters are unarmed.

Iran’s police without the right to shoot
By contrast, Iran’s police operate under
a strict set of legal and operational con-
straints that limit the use of firearms to
extremely exceptional circumstances.
The level of violent confrontation by po-
lice in Iran is significantly lower than in
many Western countries, yet this reality
never becomes a headline in hostile me-
dia coverage.

Within the dominant anti-lran narrative,
any law enforcement action is instantly
labeled a “bloody suppression,” even
when no weapons are used and police
officers themselves are victims of vi-
olence. Facts are irrelevant here; what
matters is constructing a dark image for
media consumption.

A two-faced opposition and the logic of
cost

What is particularly revealing is that
these same anti-lran groups fully un-
derstand the “logic of cost” when op-
erating abroad. Monarchists and other
regime-change advocates know exactly
what confronting Western police en-
tails—from immediate arrest to crimi-
nal records and long-term legal conse-
quences.

els stood at 18.37 billion cubic meters as of Jan. 25,
down 19 percent from 22.43 hillion cubic meters a year

To manage limited supplies, withdrawals from dams
were reduced. Water releases since the start of the
water year reached 6.88 billion cubic meters, a decline
of 26 percent compared with 9.27 billion cubic meters
last year. Average reservoir fill levels stood at about 35

Despite the overall decline, several dams recorded

es to protest gatherings are widely

last year.

percent.

The Nesa dam in Kerman province rose 169 percent to
52 million cubic meters.

Yet when it comes to Iran, they freely
encourage violence against police and
even the killing of security forces on so-
cial media. Why? Because they are con-
fident that Western media arms will not
condemn such violence against Iran’s
police, but instead portray it as “justified”
or even “heroic.”

The narrative war and the destabiliza-
tion project

What lies behind this media environment
is not merely political disagreement, but
aclear and deliberate destabilization pro-
ject. In this framework, the institution
responsible for public security must be
transformed into the enemy of the peo-
ple, while street violence is given a moral
fagade.

When a country like Iran becomes the
target of psychological operations, even
terrorist attacks are justified within the
same narrative logic—as if insecurity
itself were a legitimate tool of political
pressure. This is the point where media
ceases to inform and becomes a weap-
on.

The reality is simple: the law is strict
everywhere, but narratives are shaped
according to power. Western police,
despite their overt violence, are por-
trayed as symbols of order, while
Iran’s police, despite restraint, are de-
picted as instruments of repression.
This contradiction does not stem from
differences in law, but from a war of
narratives—a war in which truth is the
first casualty.

sharp year-on-year increases.
The Esteghlal dam in Hormozgan province held 186
million cubic meters of water, up 1,196 percent from

The Shamil and Nian dam in the same province
reached 29 million cubic meters, up 100 percent, while
the Serni dam held 24 million cubic meters, up 160

Ten major dams nationwide remain below 10 percent
of capacity, the data showed.
In Tehran province, conditions remained fragile.

Amir Kabir dam held just 6.0 million cubic meters of

water, down 83 percent from a year earlier.
Taleghan dam stood at 92 million cubic meters, a 58
percent decline.

Latian and Mamloo dams together held 23 million cu-

bic meters, down 50 percent, while Lar dam stood at
10 million cubic meters, down 27 percent year on year.

The 19th session of the Iran—Russia
Joint Economic Committee meeting
will be held in Tehran in mid-Feb-
ruary, reflecting expanding coop-
eration prospects between the two
countries, Iran’s deputy oil minister
for international and commercial af-
fairs said.

Seyed Ali-Mohammad Mousavi said
the meeting will take place from Feb.
15 to 17 and will be co-chaired by
Iran’s Qil Minister Mohsen Paknejad
and Russia’s Energy Minister Sergey
Tsivilev, who head the joint commit-
tee.

He said a broad range of issues will
be discussed, including completion
of the International North-South
Transit Corridor (INSTC), gas trans-
fer from Russia to Iran, and coop-
eration in space industries, nuclear
energy, trade and economy, finance
and banking, customs, industry and
mining, agriculture, health, culture
and tourism, as well as science and
technology.

Mousavi said expert-level meetings
will be held on the first two days,
with Iranian and Russian specialists
working through sectoral groups to
address challenges and outline prac-
tical ways to expand cooperation. The

Tehran to host Iran—Russia jomnt
economic committee meeting

discussions are expected to produce
a roadmap for future collaboration,
to be formalized in a memorandum
of understanding signed by the com-
mission’s co-chairs.

He said annual trade between Iran
and Russia currently stands at about
$5 billion, noting that while exchang-
es are growing, the figure does not
reflect the depth of the two countries’
strategic relations and could be sig-
nificantly higher.

“The outlook for Iran-Russia coop-
eration is bright and on an upward
trajectory,” Mousavi said, adding that
the joint commission plays a key role
in strengthening bilateral cooperation
and advancing shared interests.

He said the meeting would also
support implementation of broader
agreements, including the compre-
hensive strategic partnership treaty
and the free trade agreement between
Iran and the Eurasian Economic Un-
ion.

The previous session of the joint eco-
nomic commission was held in Mos-
cow in late April. According to Iran’s
Oil Ministry, 110 of the 193 clauses
included in the memorandum signed
at that meeting are currently being
implemented.
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