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Sunni clergy voice

support for Iran’s

ruling system and
Leader

The Sunni clergymen of
Iran’s Kurdistan region have
expressed support for the
Islamic Republic system and
Leader of the Islamic Revo-
lution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei, expressing ha-
tred of foreign interference
and highlighting the need to
address people’s economic
problems.

In a statement, the clergy
underlined that they abide by
the instructions of the Leader
while caring about people’s
rightful demands and the
rights affected by misman-
agement, sanctions, and pres-
sure by hegemonic powers.
“The Sunni clergy of Kurdis-
tan province and the western
parts of the country have
always been present, both
during the time before the
[1979 Islamic] Revolution to
fight the tyrannical system [of
the Shah] and after it in the
height of insecurity triggered
by pressure by secessionist
groups as well as during the
Sacred Defense era (the Ira-
gi-imposed war on Iran dur-
ing the 1980s), and support
the Islamic Republic of Iran’s
establishment,” read the
statement.

Recently, foreign-backed
terrorists and trained mer-
cenaries hijacked peaceful
protests in Iran to advance
the objectives of the enemy.
They touched off riots, van-
dalized public property and
tried to incite discontent. One
of their objectives was to cre-
ate sectarian divide and eth-
nic divisions to further cause
chaos in the country. Howev-
er, Iranians from all walks of
life, including religious and
ethnic groups, expressed
their solidarity with the Islam-
ic establishment by holding
pro-government rallies and
condemning acts of terror
and riots machinated by the
enemy.

3,117 people
were killed in re-
cent riots in Iran:
official announce-

ment

The Legal Medicine Organ-
ization released a report on
Wednesday evening announc-
ing that 3,117 people were
killed in the recent violent
protests in lran.

Of this number, the organiza-
tion said, 2,427 are innocent
fellow citizens, including
security forces and people
from various strata. It said
they were martyred by the
Daesh-style attacks by violent
rioters.

_www.esfahan-news.com

[6TC amps

The head of Iranian Gas
Transmission ~ Compa-
ny (IGTC) announced
the company’s winter
preparations to ensure
safe and stable passage
through the peak gas
consumption days in the
winter of 1404, stating:
“Approximately 207 bil-
lion cubic meters of gas
has been transferred to
consumer endpoints in
the first nine months
of this [lranian] year
(March 21-December 21,
2025).”

According to Peyman
Khazraei, the gas trans-
mission network, utiliz-
ing over 40,000 kilom-
eters of high-pressure
gas pipelines, 95 com-
pression facilities with
351 compressor units,
62 pipeline operation
centers and a complete
telecommunications and
communication network,
plays a crucial role in
transporting gas from
production  points  to
consumer  destinations
across the country.”
Noting that around 207
billion cubic meters of
gas was transferred to
consumer endpoints in
the first nine months
of 1404, he added: “45
scheduled overhaul op-
erations and pipeline
repairs, 43 gas turbine
repairs at gas facilities,
over 39,200 kilometers
of pipeline leak detection,
24,700 square meters
of pipeline coating re-
placement, and installing
724 kilometers of new
pipelines, are among the
key measures taken by
the company to ensure
safe and stable passage
through the peak con-
sumption days in the
winter of 1404.”

The IGTC head also men-
tioned repairs at 1,110
points along the national

gas network, saying: “Re-
pairs were carried out on
over 610 critical points in
the first, second, third,
fourth, eighth, and tenth
national pipelines, based
on results of smart moni-
toring reports, while over
500 high-risk points in
40-inch export gas pipe-
lines also went through
repair operations.”
Meanwhile, the head of
the National Iranian Gas
Company (NIGC) has an-
nounced that the record
for gas sweetening and
injection into the national
grid was broken.

The figure, which was
880 million cubic meters
(mcm) per day last year,
has reached 882 million
cubic meters per day in
the same period this year,
Saeed Tavakoli stated.
Speaking at the 14th
Winter Fuel Coordina-
tion Meeting, the official
stated: “On the 23rd of
Dey this year (January
13, 2026), 162.1 mil-
lion cubic meters of gas
was delivered to power
plants, and with this per-
formance, the record for
gas delivery to this sector
was broken for the sever-
al consecutive time this
year.”

Referring to the 12-day
war and the stability of
the gas industry during
it, he added: “During that
period, some refining
facilities were damaged,
but with the determi-
nation, dedication, and
coordinated  scientific
management of gas in-
dustry personnel, one of
the damaged units of the
Fajr Jam Gas Refinery
was rebuilt and returned
to the production cycle in
less than six months.”
The deputy oil minister
for gas affairs, referring
to the performance of
the sector, said: “Despite

—

the fact that on average,
since Shahrivar this year
(late August/September),
the temperature has been
about one degree colder
than last year, and house-
hold consumption has
increased by an average
of 23 million cubic me-
ters per day compared
to last year due to the
addition of 700,000 new
subscribers, we had no
gas cuts in any sector,
thanks to the efforts of all
employees.”

Necessity of complete
vigilance by provincial
gas directors coinciding
with widespread temper-

ature drop
Predicting a widespread
drop in temperature

in various parts of the
country in late this
week and early next
week, Tavakoli empha-
sized the necessity for
the full readiness of the
managing directors of
provincial gas compa-
nies. He added: “Along
with intensifying field
inspections and precise
monitoring of gas con-
sumption in government
offices and centers, they
must exercise complete
vigilance regarding con-
sumption management
in the household, com-
mercial, and small-scale
industrial sectors.”

Stating that from the be-
ginning of the (Iranian)
year until the 21st of Dey
1404 (January 11, 2026),
more than 3.2 billion cu-
bic meters of additional
gas has been delivered
to power plants and at
least 1.5 billion cubic
meters more to indus-
tries, he clarified: “But
this does not mean the
situation has returned
to normal. Rather, this
achievement was only
made possible through
the efforts of employees

and proper consumption
management. Therefore,
we should not become
complacent. The success
achieved is the result of
proper performance in
all sectors of gas produc-
tion, transmission, and
distribution.”

The managing director of
the National Iranian Gas
Company, emphasizing
the use of the capacity of
type-two contractor com-
panies, especially in the
three northern provinces,
stated: “Other provinces
should definitely make
necessary use of this
opportunity, as our goal
in implementing the plan
for contractor companies
and energy operators is
to achieve an effective
model of consumption
management, optimiza-
tion, and reducing im-
balance in the country’s
energy system.”

Iran sits atop the world’s
second-largest  proven
natural gas reserves,
estimated at over 1,200
trillion cubic feet, trail-
ing only Russia. This
immense resource s
not merely an economic
asset but a fundamental
pillar of national strate-
gy, energy security, and
industrial development.
The majority of these re-
serves are concentrated
in the colossal offshore
South Pars/North Dome
field, which Iran shares
with Qatar. This single
field accounts for nearly
40 percent of Iran’s total
gas reserves and is the
engine of its production
growth.

Domestically, natural
gas is the lifeblood of
the Iranian economy. It
fuels over 70 percent of
the country’s electrici-
ty generation through
massive gas-fired power
plants, ensuring national

power grid stability. Fur-
thermore, it is the prima-
ry source of energy for
households (heating and
cooking) and a critical
feedstock for vast petro-
chemical and fertilizer in-
dustries. A decades-long,
ongoing project to ex-
pand the national gas
distribution network has
connected over 98% of
the urban population and
avast number of villages,
replacing polluting and
inefficient fuels like ker-
osene and contributing
significantly to public
health and environmen-
tal quality in populated
areas.

Internationally, while
Iran’s gas export poten-
tial remains underutilized
due to geopolitical and in-
frastructural constraints,
it currently exports gas
via pipelines to neighbors
like Turkey and Irag. The
long-term vision includes
ambitious pipeline pro-
jects and participation
in the global LNG (lique-
fied natural gas) market,
though these plans face
significant challenges.

Predicting a
widespread drop in
temperature in various
parts of the country

in late this week and
early next week,
Tavakoli emphasized
the necessity for the
full readiness of the
managing directors

of provincial gas
“Along with intensifying
field inspections and
precise monitoring

of gas consumption.

in government

offices and centers
they must exercise
complete vigilance
regarding consumption
management in

the household
commercial, and
small-scale industrial
sectors.”

The National Iranian Gas
Company, a subsidiary
of the Oil Ministry, is the
state-owned entity re-
sponsible for the entire
downstream gas chain
within Iran. Established
in 1965, its mandate en-
compasses processing,
transmission,  distribu-
tion, and supply of nat-

p readmess for stahle gas supply through winter

ural gas. NIGC’s opera-
tions are monumental in
scale and complexity.

Its key functions include:
* Processing (Sweeten-
ing): Raw gas from fields
like South Pars contains
impurities and associat-
ed liquids. NIGC operates
massive gas process-
ing plants (like the vast
complexes in Asaluyeh)
to separate out valuable
condensate and “sweet-
en” the gas by removing
sulfur compounds, mak-
ing it safe for transport
and use.

* Transmission: NIGC
manages one of the
world’s most extensive
high-pressure gas pipe-
line networks, spanning
over 40,000 kilometers.
This intricate “national
gas grid” is the arterial
system that transports
processed gas from
southern fields to con-
sumption centers across
the country, including
the distant northern and
eastern provinces.

* Distribution and sup-
ply: Through regional
subsidiary  companies,
NIGC distributes gas to
tens of millions of resi-
dential, commercial, and
industrial subscribers. It
also handles the complex
scheduling and supply
for major consumers like
power plants and large
industries.

* Storage: To manage
seasonal demand peaks
(especially in cold win-
ters), NIGC has devel-
oped and operates un-
derground natural gas
storage (UGS) facilities,
injecting gas in low-de-
mand summer months
for withdrawal in winter.
NIGC faces persistent
challenges, including im-
mense domestic demand
growth, the need for
continuous technological
upgrades and investment
in aging infrastructure,
international ~ sanctions
limiting access to tech-
nology and finance, and
maintaining the delicate

Over 2,000
production units
introduced to
receive working
capital

The spokesperson of the Min-
istry of Industry, Mining, and
Trade announced the submis-
sion of the first list of produc-
tion units eligible to receive
facilities to the Central Bank of
Iran (CBI) and said this list in-
cludes 2,486 production units.
Ezzatollah Zarei stated: “This
list includes 2,486 production
units that have collectively
placed 16,960 orders, and the
total value of these orders is
3.8 billion dollars.”

The spokesperson of the Min-
istry of Industry, Mining, and
Trade further expressed hope
that the Central Bank of Iran
would promptly communicate
and send this list to the agent
banks so that the introduced
companies can more quickly
benefit from the facilities al-
located for the forex rate dif-
ference between the first and
second trading halls.

The Iranian government pro-
vides multi-faceted support
to domestic production units,
a strategic priority aimed at
fostering  economic  resil-
ience, self-sufficiency, and
employment. This support is
channeled through several
key mechanisms, primarily
administered by the Ministry
of Industry, Mining, and Trade
and the Central Bank of Iran.
A cornerstone of this policy
is providing preferential fi-
nancing and working capital
facilities. As seen in recent in-
itiatives, the government iden-
tifies eligible production units
and facilitates their access to
subsidized loans and credit
lines. These are often de-
signed to cover critical gaps,
such as the difference in for-
eign currency exchange rates
for importing raw materials,
thereby reducing production
costs and enhancing compet-
itiveness.

Additionally, support includes
tax exemptions or reductions,
simplified bureaucratic proce-
dures for permits and regula-
tions, and tariff protections on

balance between do- , -

mestic supply, industrial imports of similar goods. The
feedstock, and export government also organizes
commitments.  Despite and sponsors major special-

these hurdles, as recent
reports of record gas in-
jection show, NIGC plays
an indispensable role in
harnessing Iran’s pre-
mier natural resource to
power the nation’s econ-
omy and households. Its
performance is directly
tied to the country’s in-
dustrial output, electricity
stability, and social wel-
fare.

ized exhibitions, like the foot-
wear exhibition, to provide
domestic producers with vital
platforms for marketing, net-
working, and export promo-
tion.

The overarching goals are to
shield local industries from
external shocks, reduce de-
pendency on oil revenues by
boosting non-oil exports, and
preserve jobs.
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11 terrorists

arrested, an-
other killed in
southeast Iran

The local intelligence
department at the south-
eastern border province
of  Sistan-Balouchestan
issued a statement on
Wednesday saying that
11 members of the terror-
ist-takfiri group of the An-
sar al-Sheitan (Soldiers
of Satan) have been de-
tained and another mem-
ber killed.

They were arrested and
killed in three joint oper-
ations conducted by Quds
Force, intelligence of-
ficers, and police forces,
the department said.
The person killed was
named Gol Mohammad
Shahouzahi, a ringleader
of the terrorist group.
“These terrorists, who
had hidden themselves in
peripheral regions of Za-
hedan (the provincial cap-
ital), intended to carry out
terrorist operations in the
province,” the local intel-
ligence department said.
The  department an-
nounced the recovery of
an RPG and 24 projectiles,
two Kalashnikov-style
rifles, six additional fire-
arms, and components
for improvised explosive
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Iran’s non-oil
exports rise

Economic
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108% in a week

The Islamic Republic of Iran Cus-
toms Administration (IRICA) an-
nounced that the country’s non-
oil exports in the last week have
reached $1.7 billion with a 108 per-
cent increase in value compared to

the previous week.

According to IRICA, in the week
ending on January 17, the weight

of exported goods was 3.49 million
tons, also a 60 percent increase
compared to a week earlier.

The report adds that during this
period, 1.157 million tons of goods
worth $1.15 billion were imported
into the country, registering a 36
percent increase in weight and one
percent increase in value.

What Do Platelets Do?

Source:

By:

Platelets are small types of blood cells that
prevent excessive bleeding. It's possible to
develop low or high platelet counts related
to a number of health conditions.

Platelets are one of the main types of
blood cells in your body, along with red
blood cells and white blood cells. Also
known as thrombocytes, platelets are re-
sponsible for helping your blood clot to
prevent excess bleeding and to promote
wound-healing.

Having a normal number of platelets in
your bloodstream is important for these
cells to perform their functions. Howev-
er, problems can arise when your body

makes too few or too many platelets. In
other cases, your platelets don’t function
at all like they should.

Learn more about blood platelets, includ-
ing how they work in your body, as well
as related health conditions and possible
symptoms to discuss with a doctor.

What is the function of platelets?
Platelets help to form plugs called blood
clots. This is important to slow down or
prevent excess bleeding in the case of ex-
ternal or internal wounds. Without plate-
lets, it’s possible to experience internal or
spontaneous bleeding, which can be fatal-
Trusted Source.

When you get injured, platelets adhere to
your blood vessel walls to help prevent
further bleeding from occurring.

Platelet structure and anatomy

Platelets are made in your bone marrow.
These are the smallest types of blood cells,
with each one living approximately 7 to 10
daysTrusted Source. Unlike red and white
blood cells, platelets do not contain nuclei.
During the early stages of their formation,
they are megakaryocytes, or large bone
marrow cells. Each megakaryocyte con-
tains an organelle that eventually becomes
a smaller disc-sized platelet that can move
easily through your bloodstream to help

form clots and heal wounds.

Any platelet that is larger than its typical
post-megakaryocyte size of 2 ymTrusted
Source (microns) in diameter could indi-
cate an underlying condition, such as a ge-
netic disorder or an autoimmune disease.
Your spleen also plays a role in filtering
and storing platelets.

What is a normal platelet count?

A normal platelet count is consid-
ered anywhere between 150,000 and
400,000Trusted Source platelets per mi-
croliter.

Any result above 450,000Trusted Source
platelets per microliter is considered high,

while any level below 150,000Trusted
Source is considered a low platelet count.
A health care professional can make this
determination based on blood test re-
sults. Depending on their findings, they
may then order additional labs and tests,
including a possible abdominal ultra-
sound.

What medical conditions affect plate-
lets?

A low platelet count (thrombocytope-
nia) and a high platelet count (thrombo-
cythemia or thrombocytosis) can both
be serious, and possibly fatal when left
untreated.

Iran’s largest specialized footwear industry exhibition, featuring 700 brands, opened
and commenced its work at the Shahr-e Aftab Exhibition Center on Tuesday and will

wrap up on Thursday.

Javad Shabanzadeh, the head of the Export Committee of the Iranian Footwear In-
dustry Association, stated on the sidelines of the exhibition’s opening ceremony:
“Holding the exhibition at this time was very sensitive and important, and we are
witnessing its organization through the capability of Iran’s youth.”

The head of the exhibition organizing committee, emphasizing the government’s
comprehensive support for the footwear industry, stated: “Everyone must work to-
gether towards the vision of developing the footwear industry and its exports, and
support production units with the language of demand.”

Ahmad Shia, the head of the Tehran Handmade Shoemakers Union, also said on the
sidelines of the ceremony: “This exhibition is considered the second largest foot-
wear industry exhibition in the world with this number of brands present and active.”
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