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A nurse in flames:
Sacrifice vs moral
collapse

There are moments when history
strips language of its neutrality and
forces words to choose sides.
The burning of the young Irani-
an nurse, Marzieh Nabaviniya, at
her workplace and the grotesque
scenes of women burning images
of a religious symbol under Western
applause are not unrelated events.
Two opposing moral universes are
colliding: sacrifice versus degra-
dation, loyalty versus submission,
dignity versus obedience to Ameri-
can-Israeli desire.

Marzieh Nabaviniya, a nurse at the
Imam Sajjad medical clinic, was
killed in a chaos manufactured and
then sanctified by Western rhetoric.
She refused to flee on the night riots
erupted and fire engulfed the build-
ing. While others ran, she stayed.
She evacuated her last patient from
his bed, ensured his safety, and re-
turned to her office. There, flames
trapped her.

She burned alive at the hands of
rioters celebrated abroad as “free-
dom seekers.” She left behind a
three-year-old daughter—and a
legacy that shames an entire world
that dares to lecture others about
women rights.

Now compare this to the other im-
age circulated with enthusiasm by
Western media: women burning
images of a religious and political
leader, staging rebellion for foreign
cameras, rewarded with headlines,
funding, and moral absolution.
This is what Washington and the
Israeli enemy call “courage.” Not
service. Not protection of life. But
provocation, vulgarity, and symbol-
ic arson carefully curated to fit an
imperial script.

The contrast is obscene. One wom-
an dies serving the sick, suffocating
in smoke rather than abandoning
her duty. Others are elevated for re-
sponding perfectly to American—Is-
raeli psychological warfare aimed at
destabilizing Iran—not by improv-
ing lives, but by humiliating beliefs.
The hypocrisy deepens when the
same powers shedding crocodile
tears over “Iranian women” fall si-
lent—or actively lie—about their
own genocidal crimes.

Did these celebrated protesters
watch American police execute a
female activist in Minnesota?
Did they protest when a U.S. Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement
(ICE) agent shot her dead?

Did they raise their voices when
the wife of Venezuelan President
Nicolds Maduro was abducted?
Or do women’s rights only mat-
ter when they can be weaponized
against a hostile state?

The answer is clear: American mo-
rality is selective, transactional, and
racialized. Israeli morality is identi-
cal, merely louder. Together, they
sanctify violence when it serves
power and criminalizes dignity
when it resists it.

Marzieh’s death received no candle-
light vigils in Western capitals. No
viral hashtags. No speeches by of-
ficials who claim to mourn women.
Why? Because her sacrifice ex-
poses the lie. She does not fit the
narrative of the “oppressed rebel.”
She was a committed professional,
a believer, a mother, and a servant of
her community.
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Solar power generation rises 62% m 9 months on vear

Generation of solar electricity
in Iran increased by 62 per-
cent in the first nine months
of the current Iranian calendar
year (March 21-Decemebr 21,
2025), as compared to the
same period of time in the
previous year.

As reported, 1,658 gigawatt
hours of electricity has been
generated from the solar
sources during the nine-
month period, and in this way,
the solar sources have played
a pivotal role in increasing the
generation of clean electricity
in the country.

In mid-October, the Executive
Secretary of Iran’s 7th So-
lar Power Plants Conference
stated that the development of

solar power plants has accel-
erated and this trend will con-
tinue for the coming years.
He predicted that the trend of
interest in developing solar
power plants will continue to
accelerate over the next four

years.
In an interview with [RNA’s
economic reporter, Mehdi

Goodarzi noted that, in addi-
tion to major investors, the
number of applicants for in-
stalling solar and renewable
power plants is also increas-
ing.

He added that the develop-
ment of these types of pow-
er plants gained more mo-
mentum last year due to the
electricity imbalance and has
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continued this year in line with
adopted policies.

He further stated that, giv-
en the country’s approach to
renewable development and
the policies of the Seventh
National Development Plan
in this area, it was essential
to examine the technical and
economic dimensions of these
power plants in the country.
Therefore, the 7th Solar Pow-
er Plants Conference is being
held, considering the role of
renewable development in ad-
dressing the imbalance.

The Executive Secretary of
Iran’s 7th Solar Power Plants
Conference recalled that since
last year, with the advent of
the 14th administration and

the emergence of energy im-
balance in the country, the
development of renewables
has received more attention
than before with the aim of
compensating for part of this
imbalance. According to the
latest statistics, the capacity
of the country’s renewable
power plants has unprece-
dentedly increased to 2,550
megawatts.

Meanwhile, in order to devel-
op renewable energy, enhance
energy productivity, and sup-
port sustainable employment
in rural areas, a joint coop-
eration memorandum was
signed between the Renew-
able Energy and Energy Effi-
ciency Organization (SATBA)
and the Headquarters for the
Development and Progress
of 4040 Rural Clusters, in
mid-November.

This  memorandum  was
signed in line with the im-
plementation of the general
policies of the system and the
provisions of the Seventh De-
velopment Plan law, aiming to
maintain and attract the rural
population, create local em-
ployment, strengthen the rural
economy, and expand the use
of clean and renewable energy
nationwide.

Based on the terms of the
memorandum, the parties
committed to increasing re-
newable electricity generation
capacity by up to 800 mega-
watts by constructing small-
scale renewable power plants
in the country’s villages within

the framework of SATBA’s
development models and by
signing long-term guaranteed
electricity purchase contracts
with the private sector and
people’s cooperatives.

The duration of this memo-
randum is set for five years,
and its extension or revision
will be done by mutual agree-
ment and based on laws.
According to the stipulated
commitments, SATBA is ob-
ligated to support the private
sector and people’s coopera-
tives in constructing renew-
able power plants, undertake
regional planning, introduce
qualified contractors, provide
technical ~standards, train
operators, and exercise Su-
preme supervision over the
construction and operation
of the power plants. Further-
more, SATBA is committed to
signing 20-year guaranteed
electricity purchase contracts,
facilitating the connection of
power plants to the grid, and
making timely payments for
invoices.

On the other hand, the Head-
quarters for the Development
and Progress of 4040 Rural
Clusters is tasked with creat-
ing coordination mechanisms
among executive  bodies,
identifying local capacities,
informing rural municipalities
and cooperatives about the
plans, and pursuing financing
through agent banks to facili-
tate the implementation of re-
newable projects in the target
areas.

Over 7,600 tons of honey produced anmually m Istahan province

More than 7,600 tons of honey is
produced annually in 916,000 colo-
nies in Isfahan province.

Najaf-Abad, Isfahan,  Shahreza,
Khomeini-Shahr, and Khansar are the
top honey producers of the province,
in a rank.

The deputy for livestock production
affairs of the Ministry of Agriculture
has announced the completion of the
apiary census in the country for the
current Iranian calendar year 1404
(started on March 21) and stated
that the census of 86,000 apiaries
across 448 counties was completed
this year.

Mohammad Ebrahim Hassan-Ne-
jad added: “Based on the results of
the apiary census in the autumn of
1404, we have approximately 10.2
million honey bee colonies in 86,088
apiaries, which have produced about
127,087 tons of honey.”

The deputy for livestock production
affairs of the Ministry of Agriculture
Jihad stated the average honey pro-
duction per colony in the country
as 12.7 kilograms and noted: “Ac-
cording to this census, despite the
drought phenomenon in most re-
gions of the country and the shortage
of nectar and pollen sources, we had
a 0.12 percent increase in production
compared to the year 1403. This is
due to increased awareness and the
enhancement of beekeepers’ tech-
nical knowledge per unit area and
improved production management in
apiaries.”

He emphasized: “In addition to hon-
ey production, approximately 9 tons
of royal jelly, 801 tons of bee pollen,
over 227 tons of propolis, 2,378 tons
of beeswax, 6.68 kilograms of bee
venom, and 9 tons of bee bread (as
a new product) were produced. This
achievement resulted from encour-
aging beekeepers to produce higher
value-added products in the bee-
keeping industry, in line with the pol-
icy of moving beekeeping away from
single-product production.”
Hassan-Nejad said: “According to
the results of this census, the num-
ber of individual beekeepers is over
85,000, and the number of direct em-
ployees in this subsector (excluding
the beekeepers themselves) is more
than 58,000.” He added that a total
of 40,553 beekeepers are covered by
insurance (including beekeeping in-
surance and other insurances).

The official noted that “The results
from the apiary census enable fore-
casting the necessary requirements
to achieve goals and implement sup-
portive and developmental programs
aligned with the five-year outlook,
broken down by province. We hope
that by identifying strengths and
weaknesses, we can take effective
steps for the further development of
the industry.”

Iran is a major player in the glob-
al honey industry, holding a unique
position due to its diverse climate,
rich flora, and long tradition of bee-
keeping. The country is consistently

among the top 5 honey producers in
the world.

Iran’s varied climate zones (from
mountainous to desert to Caspian
forests) create an incredible diver-
sity of floral sources. This results
in a wide array of monofloral (sin-
gle-source) honeys that are highly
prized:

* Sidr Honey: From the Ziziphus
(jujube) tree, often produced in the
south (Qom, Kerman). One of the
most expensive and sought-after
honeys globally.

* Thyme Honey: From mountainous
regions.

* Astragalus (Gavshan) Honey:
Known for its therapeutic properties.
* Citrus Honey: From the northern
regions near the Caspian Sea.

* Sunflower, Canola, and Wildflower
honeys are also common.

The sector is dominated by tradition-
al and semi-industrial beekeepers.
While modern methods are growing,
many still practice migratory bee-
keeping, moving colonies to follow
flowering seasons.

Iran exports a significant portion of
its honey, though precise figures
vary yearly. The value is high due to
the premium nature of its specialty
honeys. In recent years, honey has
become one of Iran’s prominent non-
oil agricultural exports.

Iranian honey is exported to over 40
countries. Key markets include:

* Neighboring & regional countries:
Irag, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, and the

United Arab Emirates are top import-
ers. Afghanistan and Pakistan are
also significant.

* European Union: Countries like
Germany, the UK, and Spain import
Iranian honey, particularly specialty
types like Sidr. However, exports to
the EU face strict quality and residue
controls.

* Other markets: Malaysia, Canada,
and Hong Kong.

Competitive advantages of Iranian
honey:

* Uniqueness: Honeys like Sidr have
a legendary status and command
very high prices (often hundreds of
dollars per kilogram).

* Organic potential: Vast areas of
untouched, pesticide-free land pro-
vide immense potential for certified
organic honey production.

* Geographical proximity to wealthy
markets: Easy access to wealthy
Persian Gulf Cooperation Council
(PGCC) markets that appreciate and
can afford premium honey.

The Iranian government, through
the Ministry of Agriculture, provides
some support, including subsidies
on sugar and equipment, and re-
search through the Iranian Beekeep-
ing Association.

In summary, Iran is a honey pro-
duction powerhouse with a unique,
high-value product range. Its export
potential is enormous but is currently
constrained more by geopolitical and
financial barriers (sanctions) than by
production capability or quality.
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Millions of Irani-
ans rise against
terrorists

Millions of people took to the
streets across Iran on Mon-
day to condemn the signifi-
cantly smaller crowd of riot-
ers and armed terrorists that
vandalized public and private
property and Killed security
forces and ordinary citizens
over the weekend.

Though short-lived, the riots
that convulsed Iran Thurs-
day and Friday created un-
precedentedly gory scenes
in a number of Iranian cities.
Rioters and armed individu-
als set fire to banks, govern-
ment buildings, residential
complexes, private busi-
nesses, random cars, buses,
metro stations, fire stations,
fire trucks, police stations,
mosques, and traditional
mourning homes. They also
murdered several civilians
and security forces through
various gruesome tactics.
Individuals were burned
alive, beaten to death, shot
dead, or beheaded.
Protests were initiated in
late December by Iranian
bazaaries who wanted the
government to mitigate
the economic woes of U.S.
sanctions more effectively. A
sudden fall in the value of the
Iranian Rial was among their
biggest grievances. Author-
ities said they respect the
protesters and held meet-
ings with various unions,
but as the bazaaries slowly
returned to work, over-
whelmed youth swayed by
online propaganda as well as
armed and trained terrorists
replaced them in the streets.
The deadly violence taking
place over the weekend saw
little to no participation from
the initial protesters. West-
ern media has so far refused
to distinguish between the
legitimate protests and the
deadly riots.

People that filled the streets
on Monday said they hold
the U.S. and Israel account-
able for the recent deaths
and  destructions.  “This
was another chapter to the
12-day war,” said a woman
attending the rally in Tehran
with her three toddlers. “Ne-
tanyahu and Trump couldn’t
dismantle our unity back
then, so they renewed their
attempt by killing our people
and destroying our cities.”
Israeli and American officials
gave away their intent to ex-
ploit the economic protests
early on. When rioters had
not yet emerged, Mossad’s X
account, a former Trump of-
ficial and CIA director, a U.S.
congressman, and Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu announced that
agents were on the ground
in Iran to “help” the protest-
ers topple the government.
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Iran summons
British envoy over
desecration of na-

tional flag

I[ran summoned Britain’s ambas-
sador in Tehran on Sunday after
anti-Iranian elements violated the
embassy of the Islamic Republic
in London and desecrated the
national flag. Alireza Yousefi, the
director-general of the Foreign
Ministry’s Western Europe De-
partment, protested the incident
and voiced Iran’s objection to
Ambassador Hugo Schwartz.
Yousefi expressed deep concern
over the British police’s appar-
ent failure to adequately secure
the Iranian embassy, demanding
stricter action against the per-
petrators. He emphasized the
UK’s responsibility to safeguard
the safety and security of Iran’s
diplomatic presence in London,
including its staff and embassies.
Yousefi further voiced strong
condemnation of the continued
presence and activities of the
groups that “engage in terrorism
and disinformation campaigns”
and “incite violence” against the
Iran. He reiterated that the UK
government must adhere its com-
mitment to combat terrorism,
including its legal obligations to
prevent organization and financ-
ing, and to avoid any support for
such activities. The Iranian diplo-
mat also protested the UK foreign
secretary’s recent interventionist
remarks regarding Iran. Yousefi
also urged London to proactively
make efforts to stop the activities
of the media outlets promoting
and sponsoring terrorism. The
British ambassador expressed
deep regret over the incident in-
volving the damage inflicted upon
the Iranian embassy in London
and pledged to promptly convey
the matter to London.

Iran declares three-
day mourning amid
martyrdom of 100+
security forces,
civilians

Iran has announced a three-day
period of public mourning, from
Monday till Wednesday, com-
memorating the sacrifices of
individuals across the country
who were martyred defending the
nation against armed terrorists
and rioters. President Masoud
Pezeshkian’s administration ac-
knowledged the significant vi-
olence experienced during the
riots in a statement on Monday
announcing the 3-day mourning.
“The terrorists violently attacked
the nation, massacred its citi-
zens, security forces, and law en-
forcement officers, and martyred
countless precious individuals,”
the statement read.

It also noted that this level of vi-
olence has been unprecedented
“except in the ISIS agents trained
by the U.S.” Iranian officials have
reiterated they blame the U.S. and
Israel for the terror attacks and
armed riots, separating the deadly
attacks from peaceful protests by
civilians and shipowners.
According to official tolls, over a
hundred security officers, IRGC
forces, “Basij” volunteers, and ci-
vilians have been martyred during
the recent terrorist attacks and
riots across Iran. To commemo-
rate this occasion and honor the
sacrifices of the martyrs, Iranians
attended a “national resistance
rally” on Monday, with several
officials, political parties, and in-
stitutions encouraging the people
to attend.
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in 9 months

steel products

Iran produced 16.666 million tons of
steel products in the first nine months of
the current Iranian calendar year (March
21-December 21, 2025), Iranian Steel
Producers Association (ISPA) reported.
The ISPA report shows that the produc-
tion of steel products in the country rose
1.1 percent in the nine-month period of
this year, as compared to the same peri-

od of time in the previous year.

As reported, the country had produced
16.486 million tons of steel products in
the first nine months of the past year.
The Iranian Steel industry has been
constantly developing over the past
years against all the pressures and ob-
stacles created by outside forces like
the U.S.
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Fish to Eat and Avoid if You Have Gout
The best fish for gout include cod,
sole, haddock, and perch. These re-
duce the risk of developing high levels
of uric acid, which are associated with
gout flare-ups.

Which Fish Are OK to Eat?

When you have gout, look for fish in
the “low purine” category because
studies show that eating large amounts
of high-purine foods increases the risk
of recurrent gout attacks by nearly
five-fold.1

Purines are chemical compounds im-
portant to body functions, but when
they break down, they form a sub-
stance called uric acid. High levels of
uric acid can cause gout.

In general, foods considered low-pu-
rine are those that contain less than
100 milligrams (mg) of total purines
per 100-gram (g) serving.2

In the case of fish, few options fit into

this category, but the following are the
best fish to eat if you have gout and are
trying to avoid purines:3

* Cod

e Haddock

* Perch

* Pike

e Sole

These contain, on average, about 110
mg to 130 mg of purines per 100 ¢
serving.

What Fish Should Be Avoided?

When you have gout, you should avoid
fish in the “high purine” category, or
those with a purine content of 200
milligrams or more per 100 grams of
fish.4

Fish that contain significantly high lev-
els of purine include:

* Anchovies

e Trout

* Mackerel

e Herring

e Tuna

* Salmon

e Sardines

« Shellfish

Cooking Tips

The way you cook fish can influence
the amount of purines you consume.
Studies have shown that certain cook-
ing methods can sharply reduce the
purine content in foods. These include
steaming, boiling, or poaching foods.
Boiling appears to be the most effec-
tive of the three methods, reducing
purine levels in fish like sardines from
23% to 41% after three minutes.6
Cooking fish at lower temperatures
can also help.7 By contrast, roasting
fish appears to “lock in” purines.8

In fish, the skin generally has the highest
content of purines, particularly with ma-
rine fish.6 Skinning the fish before cook-
ing may dramatically decrease your risk
of having a gout attack after you eat it.

Tehran condemns Washmgton's meddling i letter to UN chief

Iran’s Ambassador and Permanent Representative to the United Nations has
criticized the United States” meddlesome activities in Iran’s internal affairs
following the recent unrest in the West Asian country.

Ambassador Amir-Saeed Iravani voiced Tehran’s criticism in response to the
interfering statements by the United States on Iran’s internal affairs in a letter
to the United Nations Security Council and the Secretary-General on Sunday.
In his letter, the Ambassador stated that no principle or rule of international
law allows any government to incite violence, destabilize societies, or en-
gineer chaos under the guise of human rights or the pretext of supporting

the people.

Testimg what's
heen tested 1s
[allactons

With the recent urban insurgent activi-
ties orchestrated by terrorists affiliated
with foreign security services becoming
“deadly,” the development led to the
chaos project’s operations center insti-
gating a change in strategy: “Increasing
the probability of a U.S. military attack
against Iran.”

This shift in strategy contains a clear
message. It is evident that the headquar-
ters of hostile intelligence services have
concluded that the expansion of the cha-
0s project has been halted and its violent
escalation has dramatically decreased in
Iran’s streets.

The strategy has been thwarted, and
tactically, their ISIS-style operational ker-
nels have been brought under control.
The terrorist operational kernels, de-
signed to expand horizontally and verti-
cally, were intended to thrust the country
into a period of internal strife and frag-
mentation.

Their once ambitious plan has now been
reduced to a handful of isolated opera-
tions. The chaos has been turned “dead-
ly,” thus it needs artificial respiration to
be kept alive.

Beating the drums of military aggres-
sion makes sense in this context and
as a deliberate act of provocation, could
significantly enhance the morale of the
terrorist operatives and keep the chaos
project artificially alive.

Another significant point to note is that
the U.S.-Zionist axis has tested this stra-
tegic propagandistic approach once. The
strategy that is designed to instill fear

and create a sense of impending doom.

This experiment, of course, did not result
in Iran’s downfall. If Iranians had surren-
dered when facing a military threat, they
would have surrendered in the 12-day
war.

Another crucial point to consider is that
the country’s current defensive condition
has changed compared to the 12-day
war.

According to recent statements by the
President and the Secretary of the Su-
preme National Security Council, Iran’s
defensive capabilities, both in terms of
quantity and quality, have dramatically
strengthened.

The speaker of the Iranian Parliament
also emphasized on Sunday that all in-
terests of the U.S.-Zionist axis would be
legitimate targets of the country’s armed
forces, in case Iran witnesses the ene-
my’s miscalculations.

The unwavering resistance of the Irani-
an people and their formidable support
of the armed forces decisively multiplied
the country’s capability to deal the final
blow to the enemy.

These are the same people that the world
witnesses during the 12-day war. Even
those who are discontent with the coun-
try’s economic circumstances have dis-
tanced themselves from terrorist groups
once they witnessed the enemy’s efforts
to exploit the situation.

The people’s resilience was vividly
demonstrated during the January 12
demonstration. The same cohesion and
popular backing have strengthened the

Iravani emphasized that such claims are an obvious distortion of interna-
tional law and cannot be used as a tool to justify coercion, threats, or inter-
fering policies.
He stressed that the Islamic Republic of Iran firmly and unequivocally rejects
Washington’s destabilizing actions that weaken the Charter of the United Na-
tions, violate fundamental principles of international law, and pose a threat
to the foundations of international peace and security.

The continuation of such behaviors, if not effectively countered, will create a
dangerous precedent and seriously undermine the rule-based international
order on which the United Nations is founded, Iravani underlined.

armed forces, making them capable to
inflict even more devastating blows to
the American-Israeli axis.

The Islamic Republic of Iran pulls no
punches in defending its interests, terri-
torial sovereignty, and national security.
[t would not hesitate to act, whether if
it faces the enemy’s armed mercenary
terrorist, or the enemy’s interests in the
Middle East and the occupied territo-
ries.

If the enemy translates its lunacy into re-
ality, today’s Iran will respond to the en-
emy’s aggression much more promptly
than it did during the 12-day war.

Just as the Leader of the Islamic Rev-
olution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei
stated on July 15, 2025:

“It is truly invaluable that a nation, a
country, and the military force within
that country possess the confidence and
determination to powerfully confront and
stand shoulder to shoulder with the U.S.
and the Zionist regime, its rabid dog in
the region.

... All must understand this. Our friends,
our enemies, and the Iranian people
themselves, must recognize, and they do
recognize that the nation will not appear
in a weak or vulnerable position in any
field. Because we possess all the neces-
sary tools — logic, force, and more.
Though certainly, in war and conflict,
there is hitting and getting hit, obvious-
ly. One cannot expect not to be hit at all,
there are always incidents in war. Yet,
God willing, we are ready and blessed
with sufficient resources.”

Friedrich Diirrenmatt’s “Romulus the
Great” read m Tehran

Nofel Loshato Theater in Tehran host-
ed the reading performance of the
play “Romulus the Great” written by
Friedrich Diirrenmatt on Saturday.
Morteza Sabahi was the director of
the performance. Zeinab Moghimi,
Soheil Samyari, Mahya Mastani,
Reyhaneh Teymouri, Zahra Nikcheh,
Sana Salamzadeh, Fatemeh Mohseni,
Mohammad Hossein Navaei, Leili
Sadeghi, Mohsen Balsini, Hamed
Geraeli, Mahoud Ghalbi, Ali Asadi, Ali
Zafarmand, and Alireza Alizadeh were
the actors who read the dialogues of
various characters on the stage.
Written in 1950, “Romulus the
Great’is an unhistorical historical
comedy in four parts. It shows the de-
mise of the Western Roman Empire
in the 5th century — taking place dur-
ing the day of (and the day following)
the Ides of March, 476.

The Roman empire is collapsing
although that does not bother im-
perator Romulus much. Even with
the rapid advances of the Germanic
troupes lead by General Odokar, he
intends to have his breakfast without
being interrupted by bad news. The
most important things in his life are
his chickens (all named after great
Roman imperators or philosophers)
and how many eggs they produce.
The breeding of his chickens has be-
come his one and only passion.

Ever since Romulus took over the
governance of the Western Roman
Empire some 20 years ago, he has
only ever taken her of his clucking
hens.

His palace is just as run down as the
whole country. Not long ago the min-
ister of finance has made away with
the treasury, leaving Romulus to pay
his staff with the last leaves of his
golden laurel crown.

Romulus’ wife Julia and the remain-
ing court are very worried about all
the reports of threats to their world
and urge their imperator to DO
SOMETHING.

But, alas, Romulus does not want
to. He is not even willing to take up
César Rupf’s who happens to be a
very rich pants manufacturer offer
to invest millions into Rome’s rescue
in exchange for Romulus’ daughter's
hand in marriage and a law-making
wearing pants a civic duty.

The imperator’s laziness and lack of
interest drive his allies insane. But
there is something they do not know:
Romulus’ ostensible lethargy is part
of a grander scheme. He is working
deliberately on the downfall of the
Roman empire because he does not
deem it worthy of continuing to exist
and he has decided to be the judge of
his depraved homeland himself.
Friedrich Diirrenmatt’s comedy takes
place from the morning of March
15th until the morning of March
16th, 476, and has some bearing on
the demise of the Roman empire in
the Fifth century A.D. Yet it is only a
vague reference to the actual histor-
ical events.

Instead, Diirrenmatt uses the prem-
ise for an amusing yet analytically
astute thought model showcasing the
downfall of highly developed civiliza-
tions because of their own satiety and
arrogance they present to the world.
Diirrenmatt edited this timelessly rel-
evant text regularly until 1980. The
setting and characters in “Romulus
the Great” are designed with a certain
absurdity and comicality. At the same
time the narrative about the “imperial
chicken breeder” and “world’s judge
in a fool’s costume” allows the gro-
tesque and perceptive analysis of po-
litical and societal cohesion to shine
through.

Friedrich Dirrenmatt (1921-1990)
was a Swiss author and dramatist.
He was a proponent of epic theater
whose plays reflected the recent ex-
periences of World War II. The po-
litically active author’s work included
avant-garde dramas, philosophical
crime novels, and macabre satire.
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