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In diplomatic
briefings, Iran
emphasizes deeper
ties with Azerbaijan
and Georgia

Iranian Foreign Minister Seyed Ab-
bas Araghchi has underscored a
dual focus on strengthening regional
ties, emphasizing the importance of
expanding comprehensive relations
with the Republic of Azerbaijan and
Georgia.

The minister reiterated that deep-
ening ties with Azerbaijan is a “cor-
nerstone of Tehran’s good-neigh-
borliness policy.” During a Sunday
meeting in Tehran with Iran’s Ambas-
sador to Baku, Mojtaba Damirchiloo,
Araghchi reviewed the latest devel-
opments following his recent visit to
Azerbaijan. He affirmed the need to
effectively advance bilateral cooper-
ation through sustained engagement
in key areas such as the economy,
transit, and political dialogue.

In a parallel diplomatic meeting held
the same day, Araghchi also received
Iran’s newly appointed ambassador
to Georgia, Seyed Ali Mojani. During
their discussion, the top diplomat
highlighted the significance of en-
hancing mutual understanding with
Georgia across multiple spheres,
including political, cultural, econom-
ic, trade, transit, and tourism. He
pointed out that relations between
Iran and Georgia are founded on a
“history of close historical ties.”

In both meetings, the respective am-
bassadors presented their plans and
reports on the current state of bilat-
eral relations. Ambassador Damirch-
iloo provided a detailed update on
Iran-Azerbaijan ties, while Ambas-
sador Mojani outlined his strategies
for fostering the further develop-
ment and expansion of cooperation
between Tehran and Thilisi across
various fields.

Iran moves to next
stage in latest satel-
lite missions follow-

ing initial checks

Iran has announced the successful
orbital deployment and initial testing
of three new satellites. According to
a Sunday statement from the Iran
Space Agency, the Zafar, Paya, and
Kowsar satellites are now in a mul-
ti-week orbital testing phase, having
completed their first series of in-or-
bit checks with an overall favorable
technical status.

The agency reported that the eval-
uation and stabilization of the satel-
lites’ subsystems are proceeding as
planned. While all three entered sub-
system performance reviews with
satisfactory conditions, the Paya
satellite required special attention
due to an issue during its orbital in-
jection by the launch vehicle. Precise
corrective measures were taken to
resolve this problem.

Testing milestones have already
been achieved. Paya has success-
fully completed assessments of its
power, thermal management, com-
munications, positioning, and stabi-
lization systems, with imaging sub-
system tests now ongoing. Kowsar
has likewise passed tests for power,
thermal control, communications,
and positioning, moving on to atti-
tude control checks. Zafar has fin-
ished initial evaluations of its power,
thermal, positioning, and communi-
cation systems, with complementary
tests in progress and its rotational
stability confirmed.

Upon completion of the current
subsystem tests, the satellites will
advance to phases involving attitude
control and data transmission oper-
ations. The agency emphasized that
this in-orbit testing is a meticulous,
step-by-step  process conducted
under real space conditions. Sum-
maries of the technical procedures
and results will be gradually released
to industry specialists and interested
parties.
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Iran, Afahanistan agree to hoost raul freight capacity to 100,000 tons a month

Iran and Afghanistan have
agreed to deepen stra-
tegic cooperation in rail
transport, with plans to
raise monthly rail freight
capacity between the two
countries to 100,000 tons,
Iranian officials said.
According to the public re-
lations office of the Islamic
Republic of Iran Railways
(RAI), the decision was
made during a meeting in
Kabul between RAI Head
Jabbarali Zakeri and Af-
ghanistan’s deputy prime
minister for economic af-
fairs.

The meeting was also at-
tended by Afghanistan’s
ministers of public works
and mines and petrole-
um, Iran’s ambassador to
Afghanistan, and senior
executives from the Irani-
an Mines and Mining In-
dustries Development and
Renovation  Organization
(IMIDRO) and Mobarakeh
Steel Company.

Zakeri, who is also a dep-
uty transport minister, said
rail freight volumes from
Iran’s Shamtigh border
crossing into Afghanistan
had risen sharply over
recent months. He noted
that shipments stood at
around 5,000 tons per
month at the start of the
current calendar year, but
have increased to more
than 70,000 tons per
month following targeted
planning and measures by
Iran’s railways to facilitate
exports and transit to Af-
ghanistan.

Zakeri stressed the strate-
gic role of rail transport in
supporting  Afghanistan’s
economic  development
and logistical ~ stability,
describing the planned
Herat—Mazar-e-Sharif rail-
way as the first phase of a
broader Iran-Afghanistan—
China strategic corridor.
He also proposed the
active involvement of pri-
vate-sector rail operators
from both countries in
financing and implement-
ing the project, suggest-
ing Afghanistan’s mineral
resources could serve as
financial backing.
Afghanistan’s deputy
prime minister welcomed
Iran’s proposal and praised
the performance of the
Khaf—Herat railway line,
saying it had played an ef-
fective role in ensuring the
steady supply of essential
goods to Afghanistan.

The two sides agreed to
establish joint  working
committees to develop an
operational and executive
framework for cooperation
on rail construction and
mining projects.

On November 27, Iran’s
minister of industry, min-

ing, and trade, during a
meeting with his Afghan
counterpart in Istanbul,
emphasized the removal
of trade barriers between
the two countries.

During the meeting be-
tween Nooruddin  Azizi,
the minister of commerce
and industries of Afghani-
stan, and Seyed Moham-
mad Atabak, the minister
of industry, mining, and
trade of Iran, the two sides
discussed and exchanged
views on the development
of trade cooperation be-
tween Iran and Afghani-
stan.

Atabak, in this meeting,
emphasized the neces-
sity of expanding trade
relations between the two
countries and called for
the removal of trade barri-
ers between them.

Azizi, for his part, stated:
“Border trade with Iran is
on the agenda, and we call
for the facilitation of trade
in this regard.”

In this meeting, the two
sides emphasized the re-
moval of trade barriers
and efforts to increase the
volume of trade between
Iran and Afghanistan,
and understandings were
reached in this regard.
The Iranian minister, had
traveled to Istanbul to par-
ticipate in the fifth meeting
of ECO trade ministers.
Mahmoud Siadat, Head of
the Iran-Afghanistan Joint
Chamber of Commerce,
has identified the devel-
opment of transit and the
smooth flow of customs
procedures as one of Af-
ghanistan’s priorities, and
said: “Afghanistan is ready
for a leap forward and
must prepare the ground
by relying on the transfer
of knowledge and modern
technology; in this regard,
Iran can be a good helper.”
Spoking about social and
cultural  commonalities
that should form the basis
of agreements and coop-
eration, Siadat sated that
a follow-up mechanism
must be established, and
efforts must be results-ori-
ented, adding, “Perhaps
we reach good agree-
ments during negotiations
and consultations, but
what matters is the suc-
cessful  implementation
of projects and achieving
results.”

Also, Hamidreza Salehi,
the Secretary-General of
the Federation for the Ex-
port of Energy and Related
Industries of the Tehran
Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines, and
Agriculture (TCCGIMA),
noting that suitable infra-
structure for a leap in re-
lations between Iran and

Afghanistan has not been
provided,  emphasized:
“The private sectors of the
two countries must pres-
sure their governments to
focus on necessary areas
and provide the infrastruc-
ture.”

He believes, “The capac-
ities in both countries are
high, and we must be able
to meet each other’s needs
through proper needs as-
sessment.”

Salehi evaluated Iran’s
LPG production as being
at a high level and add-
ed: “The groundwork for
LPG exports exists, and
we know that Afghanistan
has an urgent need for it.
Therefore, the best deci-
sion is to strive for a prop-
er needs assessment and
to plan for timely export
and import.”

He deemed it necessary
to define a framework for
joint investment in produc-
tion through the coopera-
tion of the private sectors
of Iran and Afghanistan,
relying on  chambers,
associations, and joint
chambers.

During a meeting between
members of the Iranian
Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines, and
Agriculture  (IGCIMA)’s
trade delegation and the
head of the Afghanistan
Chamber of Commerce
and Investment, in Ka-
bul on November 17, the
need to develop relations
between the chambers of
both countries was high-
lighted, and major Iranian
companies were invited to
invest in Afghanistan.
Members of the Iranian
Chamber’s trade delega-
tion, accompanied by the
Iranian  ambassador in
Kabul, met with the head
of the Afghanistan Cham-
ber of Commerce and
Investment. This meeting
focused on three key areas
in Iran-Afghanistan rela-
tions: investment, exports,
and transportation.

In all three of these areas,
the two countries have
not succeeded in having
continuous and stable co-
operation; therefore, it was
emphasized that the cham-
bers of commerce of the
two countries should be-
come active in these fields.
Furthermore, it was
stressed that currently, nu-
merous companies from
various countries have
invested in Afghanistan;
however, Iran’s presence
in the country is very limit-
ed. This is not satisfactory
for the Afghan side.
Additionally, it was men-
tioned that there are very
high export capacities,
but the inability to utilize

them exists due to the lack
of certain infrastructures,
such as transportation and
logistics.

Given these points, great-
er connection between
the private sectors of Iran
and Afghanistan, with the
chambers of commerce
setting the priorities, was
confirmed. This is because
it is essential to identify
and resolve challenges
online and in a timely
manner, and in this regard,
the chambers can play a
key role.

At the beginning of this
meeting, Alireza Bigdeli,
the Iranian Ambassador
to Kabul, pointed to some
of the capabilities and ca-
pacities of the two coun-
tries for deepening trade
and investment relations
between Iran and Afghan-
istan.

He said: “Above all, Iran
and Afghanistan should
utilize their potential for
neighborliness, proximity,
and religious, cultural, and
historical  commonalities
to become each other’s
primary partners in trade
and investment.”
Subsequently,  Niloufar
Asadi, the Director Gener-
al of Asia and Oceania at
the International Depart-
ment of the Iran Chamber,
stated that developing
relations with Afghanistan
is a priority in the Iran
Chamber’s work program.
She emphasized: “The Iran
Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines, and Ag-
riculture seeks to develop
aroadmap to pave the way
for advancing the level of
relations based on a pre-
cise plan.”

She also pointed out the
necessity of using the ca-
pacity of joint chambers,
saying: “It is necessary for
us to participate more ro-
bustly in the joint commit-
tees of the two countries
and use this position to the
advantage of removing le-
gal obstacles and creating
the necessary infrastruc-
ture.

A high-ranking Iranian
economic delegation led
by Industry, Mining and
Trade Minister Seyed Mo-
hammad Atabak arrived
in Kabul on November 17
for talks on boosting trade
and investment with Af-
ghanistan.

Afghan Ministry of In-
dustry and Commerce
spokesman Abdul Salam
Jawad Akhundzada said
the visit aims to identify
obstacles hindering bilat-
eral trade and to improve
cooperation in transport
and joint investment.

The delegation also met
officials from the prime

minister’s economic office,
as well as the ministries of
industry and commerce,
mines and petroleum, and
public works, along with
Afghan private sector rep-
resentatives.

Atabak told reporters
upon arrival that Iran and
Afghanistan share deep
historical and cultural ties.
He said the Pezeshkian ad-
ministration has prioritized
stronger relations with all
neighbors, with Afghani-
stan regarded as a particu-
larly important partner.
The delegation, which in-
cludes Iranian lawmakers
and private sector mem-
bers, will also travel to
Herat province to inspect
the railway, mines and the
Islam Qala border cross-
ing.

On the second day of the
visit, Atabak met Mullah
Abdul Ghani Baradar, dep-
uty prime minister for eco-
nomic affairs, along with
Afghan ministers of com-
merce, energy and water,
mines, and public works.

During a meetin
between members

of the Iranian_
Chamber of
Commerce
Industries, Mines
and Agriculture
(ICCIMA)’s trade
delegation and
the head of the
Afghanistan
Chamber of
Commerce and
Investment

in Kahul on
November 17, the
need to develop
relations hetween
the chambers of
both countries
was highlighted,
and major Iranian
companies were
invited to invest in

Afghanistan

He welcomed Afghani-
stan’s stance during Iran’s
recent 12-day conflict with
Israel and said the upcom-
ing seventh session of the
Joint Economic Commit-
tee would be an opportuni-
ty to advance cooperation
in rail, road and trade.

Talks also covered banking
ties, greater use of Iran’s
Chabahar port, expansion
of cargo movement via the
Khaf-Herat railway, and
joint work in the mining
sector. Atabak is due to
continue his trip with a vis-
it to Herat’s industrial city.
Senior  representatives
from Iran’s Chamber of
Commerce,  Industries,
Mines and Agriculture
(ICCIMA) and  multiple
Afghan economic bodies
signed a series of coop-
eration agreements, on
November 18, during a
high-level visit to Kabul
and the Imam Abu Hanifa
International  Exhibition,
signaling a broad effort to
expand trade, investment
and technical collaboration
across mining, agriculture,
energy and healthcare.

A separate agreement val-
ued at $100 million was
concluded between Mo-
hammad Reza Salehi, head
of Iran’s Energy Federa-
tion, and Habibi, chairman
of Afghanistan’s Union of
Construction Companies,
covering a five-year co-
operation framework. An-
other deal was signed to
construct a 100-megawatt
solar power plant worth
$40 million by an Iranian

energy developer.
During his visit to Af-
ghanistan, Qiyafeh met

the country’s Minister of
Mines and Petroleum,
Hedayatullah Badri, where
both sides discussed a
proposal to establish a
joint processing center at
the border to refine Afghan
minerals using Iranian
technology and expertise.
The ICCIMA deputy head
said Afghanistan’s vast
mineral reserves require
high-level exploration and
modern processing capa-
bilities to unlock value.

He said Iranian companies
possess long-standing in-
dustrial expertise, particu-
larly in steel and mining
technologies, which could
be transferred to Afghan
partners.

Qiyafeh proposed creating
a joint mining committee
between  private-sector
operators from both coun-
tries to coordinate explora-
tion, investment planning
and long-term strategy.
He also highlighted the
need for reliable electric-
ity supply for processing
activities and said Iran
was ready to participate in
power-generation projects
linked to the mining sector.
Badri welcomed the pro-
posals, saying Kabul aims
to deepen cooperation with
Tehran under previous un-
derstandings reached with
Iran’s Ministry of Industry,
Mining and Trade. He said
Afghanistan  prefers to
keep extraction and pro-
cessing inside its borders
but is open to structured
collaboration that brings
investment,  technology
and skilled training.

In another meeting with
board members of Af-
ghanistan’s Chamber of
Industry and Mines, Qi-
yafeh said both sides must
address financial channels
for transferring funds,
border challenges and
customs constraints to
support investment flow.

Afghan  representatives
urged Iranian companies
to increase their presence,
noting strong competition
from firms in China, Tur-
key and Uzbekistan. They
also asked for improved
border logistics, faster
customs procedures and
specialized training pro-
grams in Iran for Afghan
businesses.

Qiyafeh said Iran has start-
ed revising its economic
approach toward Afghani-
stan and emphasized that
the joint chamber has be-
come an active platform
linking the Afghan private
sector with Iranian deci-
sion-makers. He reiterated
that Afghanistan’s mining
sector needs a clear long-
term strategy and reliable
electricity supply — areas
where Iran can play a key
role.
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Free zones digital

economy frame-
work finalized

Iran has finalized a digital
economy framework for its
free trade and special eco-
nomic zones, aimed at po-
sitioning them as drivers of
technology-led growth and
higher productivity, the sec-
retary of the High Council of
Free and Special Economic
Zones said.

Reza Masrour said the doc-
ument has been completed
within the framework of the
seventh-generation transfor-
mation plan for free zones
and is ready for implemen-
tation.

He said the strategy is de-
signed to harness digital
economy capacities as a core
engine of development, in-
vestment facilitation and sus-
tainable value creation.
Masrour stressed the need
to align the development
path of free zones with glob-
al economic and technology
trends, noting that the digital
economy plays a critical role
in boosting efficiency, com-
petitiveness and innovation.
He said the council’s sec-
retariat prioritized drafting
a comprehensive, practical
framework tailored to the
comparative advantages and
business models of Iran’s
free zones.

According to Masrour, the
document is the result of
more than nine months of
intensive research, expert
consultations and specialized
sessions, drawing on aca-
demic input from Sharif Uni-
versity of Technology. Titled
“Free zones as drivers of the
digital economy,” the frame-
work outlines overarching
policy approaches, proposed
actions and executive meas-
ures required to operational-
ize digital economy projects
across the zones.

He said the plan identifies pri-
ority areas for digital trans-
formation, including plat-
form-based services, smart
logistics, digital trade facilita-
tion, data-driven governance
and innovation ecosystems,
with the aim of attracting
domestic and foreign invest-
ment while improving service

delivery.
Masrour added that the dig-
ital  economy framework

complements broader reform
efforts, noting that two ad-
ditional policy documents—
the “Free zones transfor-
mation roadmap” and the
“Free  zones productivity
framework”™—are also being
finalized by the council’s sec-
retariat.

Together, the three docu-
ments are expected to pro-
vide an integrated policy
architecture to enhance effi-
ciency, improve performance
and support sustainable de-
velopment across Iran’s free
trade and special economic
Zones.
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Isfahan inaugu-
rates ‘Merchants
Passage’ linking
heritage and
commerce

The historic city of Isfahan
has inaugurated a new ur-
ban landmark known as the
“Merchants Passage,” a
cultural and economic cor-
ridor aimed at highlighting
the role of trade and mer-
chants in Iran’s develop-
ment.

The passage, located be-
tween Feyz Square and
the historic Khaju Bridge,
connects two well-known
parts of the city and hosts
the building of the Isfahan
Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and Ag-
riculture.

The project was unveiled in
a ceremony attended by the
head and members of the
board of the Iran Chamber
of Commerce, Industries,
Mines and Agriculture (IC-
CIMA), senior officials from
the Isfahan chamber, and
representatives of the city’s
urban management.
Speaking at the event, ICCI-
MA Head Samad Hassanza-
deh described the creation
of the Merchants Passage
as a meaningful step to-
ward promoting a culture of
wealth creation and trade.
He said establishing a
dedicated passage and in-
stalling statues and busts
of prominent Iranian mer-
chants could have lasting
cultural and educational im-
pact, particularly for young-
er generations.
Hassanzadeh noted that
recognizing the histori-
cal contribution of traders
helps reinforce the value
of commerce as a driver
of economic growth and
social development, adding
that Isfahan, with its long
mercantile tradition, was a
fitting location for such an
initiative.

Merchants Passage: a herit-
age of Isfahani traders
Isfahan  Chamber Head
Amir Kashani said the
passage represents more
than a century of economic
activity by the city’s mer-
chants, who have played a
central role in shaping Is-
fahan’s commercial, social
and cultural life.

He stressed that traders in
Isfahan have historically
been among the most so-
cially responsible groups,
contributing to charitable,
civic and economic pro-
jects.

Kashani said plans are be-
ing developed in coopera-
tion with the Isfahan mu-
nicipality to further enhance
the area, with the aim of
turning the Merchants’ Pas-
sage into a gathering point
for business leaders and
a future tourism destina-
tion. He added that intro-
ducing busts of influential
business figures and vet-
erans of commerce could
strengthen the passage’s
identity as an economic and
cultural landmark.

The visit by the ICCIMA
head, Kashani said, also
underscored closer coordi-
nation between the nation-
al chamber and provincial
chambers and reflected
support for Isfahan’s eco-
nomic initiatives.
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3 Common Misconceptions
Ahout Antidepressants

Source:
By:

Understanding how antidepressants work
and affect your brain is a crucial first step
in making informed decisions about your
mental health care.

Antidepressants are among the most
commonly prescribed medications for
mental health conditions, offering crucial
relief to millions of people worldwide. Yet,
despite their widespread use, these medi-
cations are still the subject of widespread
misinformation.

Misconceptions can lead to fear, hesita-
tion, or avoidance of treatment, potentially
preventing those in need from finding re-
lief.

Learn more about some of the most com-
mon myths about antidepressants, unpack
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the science behind how they really work,
and highlight the importance of informed
decision making when it comes to mental
health care.

Myth #1: Antidepressants simply in-
crease serotonin levels

One of the most persistent and oversim-
plified explanations for how antidepres-
sants work is the idea that they just “boost
serotonin” in the brain. While it’s true that
many antidepressants, particularly selec-
tive serotonin reuptake inhibitors (SSRIS),
do affect serotonin, this is not the whole
story.

Research suggests that antidepressants
influence multiple neurotransmitter sys-
tems and can promote neuroplasticity (the

points on
Sunday

TEDPIX, the main index of the Tehran Stock
Exchange (TSE), rose 962 points to 4.071
million on Sunday, which is the second day
of the Iranian calendar week.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock exchang-
es, and the most important one. The other
three ones are Iran Mercantile Exchange
(IME), Iran Energy Exchange (IREN-
EX), and Iran’s over-the-counter

brain’s ability to adapt and change) and
neurogenesis (the growth of new brain
cells).
This means that antidepressants help
create a brain environment that's more
conducive to healing from depression,
rather than just correcting one specific
deficiency.

Myth #2: Antidepressants will change
your personality

A common fear is that antidepressants
will alter a person’s identity or dull their
emotional range. In reality, effective anti-
depressant treatment aims to reduce the
symptoms of depression, such as persis-
tent sadness, fatigue, and hopelessness,
not to change who you are.

When
these symptoms

are alleviated, older research
has found that many people report
feeling more like themselves again.
One possible side effect, however, is the
experience of “emotional blunting,” where
you feel less intense emotions. If this oc-
curs, it's important to talk with your doctor
about adjusting your medication to find a
treatment that meets your needs.
Myth #3: Antidepressants are addictive
Worries about addiction often prevent
people from considering antidepressants.
However, this concern confuses the con-
cept of “dependence” with “addiction.”
Myth #4: Antidepressants are a quick fix

(OTC) market, known as Iran Fara Bourse
(IFB). "On December 20, Hojatollah Seyedi,
head of the Securities and Exchange Organ-
ization (SEQ), said investor confidence has
returned to the stock market and plans are
in place to list up to 20 companies through
initial public offerings by the end
of the current Iranian year (late

March 2026).

or ‘rescue’ medication
Many assume antidepressants
provide immediate relief, but most
take time, often several weeks, to become
fully effective. They’re not emergency
mood boosters or instant mood stabi-
lizers. Instead, they’re part of a broader,
long-term treatment strategy.
Myth #5: Everyone experiences the same
side effects
Side effects are often discussed in blanket
terms, which can be misleading. In reality,
people’s experiences with antidepressants
vary widely. Factors such as genetics, age,
metabolism, and other medications all in-
fluence how someone reacts to a particu-
lar drug.

Transport feet moves 4>4m tons of cargo n Y months

Iran’s public road transport fleet moved 454.1 million tons of car-
go nationwide from the start of the current Iranian year (late March
2025) through the end of the first nine months, marking a modest

increase in freight activity, officials said.

According to the Road Maintenance and Transportation Organiza-
tion, cargo volumes carried by public transport rose 2.6 percent in
the nine-month period compared with the same period last year.

Mehrdad Hamdollahi, head of the organization’s freight transport
office, said construction and mining materials accounted for 151.4
million tons of the total cargo moved, while agricultural, livestock

and food products totaled 88.5 million tons.
He said the cargo transport activity was supported by the issuance
of 29.3 million wayhbills for freight vehicles operating across the
country’s road network, reflecting sustained demand for road-based
logistics despite broader economic pressures.
Road transport remains the backbone of domestic freight move-
ment, linking production centers, ports and consumption markets
across Iran. Officials have said incremental gains in freight volumes
point to stable internal supply chains, particularly for basic goods
and construction-related materials.

Border ouards forl attempted
terrorist mftltration m SE lran

Iranian border security forces success-
fully intercepted and repelled an attempt-
ed terrorist infiltration along the border in
Saravan County, Sistan and Baluchestan
Province—a development believed to be
linked to ongoing attempts by Israel and
the West to exploit peaceful economic
protests in Iran.

According to Brigadier General Reza
Shojaei, the Provincial Border Guard
Chief, the operation was launched based
on actionable intelligence regarding
the movement of designated terrorist
groups toward Iranian territory.

General Shojaei explained that border
intelligence and operational units “were
placed on high alert prior to the en-
gagement.” When the identified group
attempted to cross the border, a fire-
fight broke out, forcing the assailants to
retreat with casualties and abandoned
equipment. He noted that the infiltration
attempt coincided with significant na-
tional observances, suggesting an intent
to “undermine domestic security.”

The incident occurred against a back-
drop of heightened violence in Iran’s
western border provinces, where small
armed cells have sought to capitalize on
recent protests over the decline of the
Iranian Rial.

While these protests have been largely
peaceful and have subsided since last
Sunday, American and Israeli officials
have publicly urged protesters to shift
their focus toward overthrowing the Ira-
nian government, claiming that “Mossad
agents” would provide support on the
ground.

These same agents appear to be the
armed individuals who have recently
killed security personnel, destroyed pri-
vate businesses, set fire to banks, vehi-
cles, and buses, and assaulted or killed
civilians who opposed them.

Official Iranian statements emphasize
that peaceful protesters may continue
to express grievances, but any armed
action or rioting will be met with strict
and proportionate law enforcement re-
Sponses.

No terrorist infiltration attempts have
been reported recently along Iran’s west-
ern borders despite the activities of the
armed cells—a possible result of earlier
Iranian operations against such groups.
Last month, Turkish Defense Minister
Yasar Guler revealed that Iran dealt a
heavy blow to the Kurdish militant group
PKK and its offshoot PJAK during the
12-day U.S.-Israeli military aggression
against Iran in June. Minister Guler stat-

ed that Turkey has provided Tehran with
daily intelligence on the PKK and PJAK.
Despite pledging to disarm, these groups
had instead moved armed forces from
Iraq in anticipation of potential instability
during the summer aggression by Israel
and its patron, the United Stated.

Iranian security forces have historically
faced greater challenges in countering
terrorists along lIran’s eastern borders,
where rugged terrain and a more sub-
stantial Israeli presence complicate intel-
ligence operations. Saravan County—the
site of the recently foiled infiltration—is
located approximately 347 kilometers
southeast of Zahedan, the provincial
capital of Sistan and Baluchestan.

Still, the Iranian military has been imple-
menting new comprehensive security
measures along all borders, utilizing
state-of-the-art  electronic monitoring
systems including cameras and sen-
sors, while constructing new bases and
watchtowers to defend against escalat-
ing threats. The lessons learned from
the 12-day Israeli military aggression
against Iran have been thoroughly incor-
porated into Iran’s modernization efforts,
reports suggest, including updating
weapons systems and enhancing per-
sonnel training.

After the U.S. military strikes inside
Venezuela early Saturday and the ab-
duction of President Nicolas Maduro,
Donald Trump appears convinced he
can replay the same scenario in Iran.
Before the attack on the Latin Amer-
ican country, Trump had already
sharpened his rhetoric against
Tehran. On Friday, he threatened
military action over Iran’s handling
of protests sparked by economic
hardship. Days earlier, during talks
with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu in Florida, he warned of
further strikes if Iran rebuilt its nucle-
ar program or expanded its missile
arsenal. Netanyahu, who for decades
has cried wolf about Iran’s supposed
nuclear ambitions, eagerly echoed
the threats, even floating the idea of
another attack in 2026.

In June, Trump gave Netanyahu a
blank check to wage war on Iran. For
twelve days, Israeli bombs fell like
rain, killing over a thousand people,
including women and children. The
U.S. joined in, striking three nuclear
facilities, certain that fire and steel
would break Iran’s backbone. Yet the
plan backfired. Western briefings ad-
mitted the nuclear program was only
delayed “by months,” while Israeli
analysts themselves called the cam-
paign “confused.” Iran’s missiles cut
through Israel’s defenses like a knife
through butter, striking strategic tar-
gets and forcing Tel Aviv to cry uncle.
The ceasefire, mediated by Washing-
ton and Qatar, was not a peace but a
retreat — a white flag dressed up as
diplomacy.

Instead of turning against their gov-
ernment, the Iranian people closed
ranks. Their grief turned into grit,
their unity into iron. As the saying
goes, “pressure makes diamonds”
— and the war only hardened Iran’s
resolve. Across the Arab and Muslim
world, Israel’s actions were con-
demned as unlawful, while nations

[ran is not Venezuela:
Play with fire, get hurned

of the Global South denounced the
strikes as neo-imperial bullying. The
diplomatic fallout was a boomerang:
launched to isolate Iran, it came back
to strike Washington and Tel Aviv.
History itself warns Trump and Net-
anyahu that their plans will fall flat.
During the eight-year Iran-Iraq war
in the 1980s, Iran faced a coalition
supported by Western powers and
regional actors, endured chemical
attacks and economic isolation, yet
maintained its sovereignty and cohe-
sion. Survival under chemical bom-
bardments, and the sheer endurance
of the Iranian nation, became sym-
bols of resilience. That war proved
that when Iran is under threat, unity
turns hardship into strength. If Iran
could withstand eight years of total
war, it will not crumble under another
reckless gamble today.

Now, emboldened by the Venezuela
strike, Trump may dream of repeat-
ing the scenario in Iran. Netanyahu
has long pushed for confrontation
with Tehran and sees in Trump a
partner willing to gamble again. But
they should remember a Persian
proverb: “Do not play with the lion’s
tail.” Iran is that lion. Any invader
who dares provoke it will find them-
selves caught between a rock and a
hard place. The cost will be unbear-
able, the humiliation irreversible. For
Trump, such a gamble would not be
a show of strength but the last nail in
his political coffin.

Iran’s unity is a wall of stone. Those
who try to break it will only break
themselves. Every street, every
mountain, every desert will become a
fortress of resistance. The battlefield
will not be a stage for American or
Israeli power, but a storm that con-
sumes the aggressor. Trump and
Netanyahu may feel emboldened,
but history, geography, and the will
of the Iranian people guarantee that
their plans will go up in smoke.
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