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Shrimp production
increases 37%

Iran Fisherigs Organization (IFO) an-
nounced that shrimp production has
reached 50,000 tons, a 37-percent
increase compared to last year.
Mehrdad Mohammadidoust, Director
General of the Shrimp and Saltwater
Aquatics Office, referring to the ongo-
ing shrimp harvest from farms across
the country, stated: “This year, the
shrimp cultivation area in the coun-
try’s breeding ponds has reached
17,890 hectares, from which 13,638
hectares have been harvested so far.”
He added that shrimp farmers have so
far obtained over 50,000 tons of prod-
uct from this area.

The official continued that during
this period, Bushehr province, with
a harvest of approximately 28,170
tons of shrimp, has ranked first in
production and recorded the highest
production growth with a 71-percent
increase compared to the same period
last year. The Director General of the
Shrimp and Saltwater Aquatics Office
of Iran Fisheries Organization further
stated that there are still about 200
hectares of shrimp farms remaining
in Bushehr province, which will be
harvested in the coming days.
According to him, in Hormozgan
province, 10,142 tons of shrimp
have been produced so far, and about
4,000 additional hectares of breeding
ponds in this province are in the har-
vest stage.

Mohammadidoust said: “Sistan-Bal-
uchestan province, with a production
of 4,834 tons of shrimp and a record-
ed 61 percent production growth
compared to the same period in the
last year, has taken the third rank in
the country. Khuzestan province with
2,580 tons and Golestan province
with 4,310 tons of production are in
the subsequent ranks.”

Iran’s fishery sector is a vital com-
ponent of its non-oil economy and
food security, strategically leveraging
its access to the Caspian Sea in the
north and the Persian Gulf and Oman
Sea in the south. The sector is broadly
divided into two categories: capture
fisheries (wild catch) and aquaculture
(farming). In recent years, aquacul-
ture has become the dominant force,
driving overall growth and now ac-
counting for the majority of Iran’s total
fishery production.

The southern waters are far more pro-
ductive than the Caspian, providing a
diverse catch including various spe-
cies of tuna, sardines, pomfrets, and
groupers. However, the iconic Caspi-
an Sea sturgeon, once the source of
the world’s finest caviar, has seen its
populations crash due to overfish-
ing, pollution, and habitat loss. Con-
sequently, Iran has shifted to strict
conservation and the development of
sophisticated sturgeon hatcheries and
farms to produce caviar sustainably.
The most dynamic segment is aqua-
culture, which focuses on high-value
species for both domestic consump-
tion and export. The primary cultured
species are rainbow trout (in cold
northern waters), a variety of cyp-
rinids (like common carp), and most
notably, whiteleg shrimp.

Shrimp production has emerged as
a standout success story and a ma-
jor export commodity. Concentrated
in the coastal provinces of Bushehr,
Hormozgan, and Sistan-Baluchestan,
shrimp farming has seen rapid tech-
nological advancement and area
expansion. Annual production often
exceeds 50,000 tons, with Bushehr
province alone contributing over half
of this total. Production has con-
sistently grown year-on-year, with
increases of 30-40 percent not un-
common, driven by improved hatch-
ery outputs, better feed management,
and enhanced farm practices. Iranian
shrimp, particularly from the southern
regions, is known for its quality and
is a key export to markets in South-
east Asia, Russia, and the Persian Gulf
states. The government and private
sector actively promote shrimp farm-
ing as a path to regional economic de-
velopment, job creation, and foreign
currency earnings.
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Taks with US ‘ot realistic without respect [or norms, says loreign minis(ry

Iran says the circumstances are
not yet ripe for launching nego-
tiations with the United States
despite Iran’s commitment to

diplomacy, Foreign  Ministry
spokesperson Esmaeil Bagaei
said on Monday, amid reports
that Iraq has offered to mediate
between Tehran and Washing-
ton.

Bagaei said Iran appreciates
Baghdad’s concern for regional
stability, but stressed that any
negotiation process would re-
quire all parties to respect the
basic norms of diplomacy, par-
ticularly in light of developments
over the past several months.
He noted Washington’s use of
diplomacy as cover during the
most recent round of indirect
talks, claiming that the process
helped pave the way for Israe-
li-American attacks on Iran.

“So long as this prerequisite
is not met,” he said, “talk of
launching a negotiation process
is not particularly realistic.”
Bagaei added, however, that
Tehran remains committed to
diplomacy and would not hes-
itate to pursue it whenever it
determines negotiations can be

effective.

For nearly two decades, Iran’s
peaceful nuclear program has
been met with relentless oppo-
sition from the West. Pressure
came in many forms, endless
negotiations that went nowhere,
punishing sanctions and even
military aggression.

When the United States struck
Iranian nuclear sites during the
ilegal U.S.-Israeli military ag-
gression in June, the European
trio, France, Germany and Brit-
ain, stepped in with their own
strategy, activating the so-called
snapback mechanism.
“Snapback” was a mechanism
under UN  Security Council
Resolution 2231, designed to
automatically reinstate UN sanc-
tions against Iran if it violated
the terms of the JCPOA, a nu-
clear agreement signed by Iran,
the U.S., UK, France, Germany,
Russia, and China in 2015. Un-
der its terms, Iran committed
to limiting its nuclear program
in return for sanctions relief.
However, the U.S. unilateral-
ly withdrew from the deal and
re-imposed sanctions in 2018.
European signatories said Iran
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must continue adhering to the
JCPOA, despite their inability to
compel Washington’s return or
mitigate the debilitating impact
of its sanctions.

‘Israel’s recognition of Somal-
iland is fundamentally base-
less’

Baqaei also criticized Israel’s
announcement that it had rec-
ognized Somaliland, calling the
move “fundamentally baseless
and meaningless” and part of a
broader strategy aimed at dest-
abilizing the region.

He said no country or interna-
tional institution had endorsed
the move and argued that rec-
ognizing a self-declared entity
within Somalia amounted to in-
terference in the territorial integ-
rity of an independent state, with
no legal or political basis.

He described the decision as an
attempt by an illegitimate regime
to fragment Muslim countries,
accelerate regional disintegra-
tion, and leave the region more
vulnerable to Israeli ambitions
and acts of aggression.

Bagaei pointed to statements
issued by the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation (OIC), the

Arab League, and the African
Union, all of which, he said, have
explicitly rejected the so-called
recognition.

He added that the move has no
standing under the UN system
or international law, particularly
in relation to principles of sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity.
According to Bagaei, the issue
goes beyond an attempt to sep-
arate part of a Muslim country
and reflects a wider strategy
aimed at destabilizing a broad
geographic area spanning West
Asia, the Horn of Africa, and the
Red Sea.

He said he hoped the develop-
ment would serve as a warning
to countries in the region and
beyond, arguing that Israel’s ac-
tions are “inherently anti-peace”
and designed to fuel division,
tension, and conflict.

Israel announced on Friday that
it had recognized the self-de-
clared Republic of Somaliland
as a “sovereign state,” prompt-
ing international criticism.
‘Israel seeks a defenseless
region’

Bagaei also said Israel seeks
a “defenseless” region, but
claimed regional states are in-
creasingly aligned on the view
that lasting peace and stability
depend on restraining the Zion-
ist regime.

Asked about reports that Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu may present U.S. Pres-
ident Donald Trump with a new
plan for attacking Iran during an
upcoming White House meet-
ing, Bagaei said Tehran would
not be swayed by psychological
warfare and added that Iran’s
armed forces remain focused
on strengthening their capabil-
ities.

“With the support of the Irani-
an nation, we will, God willing,
overcome any challenge,” he
said, adding that Iran’s strength
is rooted in its people and do-
mestic resources.

Iran denies reports of diplo-
mats leaving Venezuela

Baqaei rejected reports claiming
Iranian diplomats had left Ven-
ezuela, saying the ambassador
and embassy staff remain in
place and continue to carry out
their duties.

“Our embassy is very active,”
he said, describing the reports
as part of what he called an on-
going psychological campaign
against Iran.

‘Yemen’s unity remains a prin-
ciple for Iran’

Baqaei reiterated that Iran con-
siders Yemen'’s territorial integ-
rity and unity a core principle,
warning that any process un-
dermining Yemen’s unity would
serve lIsrael’s interests and
threaten regional security.

He stressed the importance of
intra-Yemeni dialogue in stabi-
lizing the country and said Iran
would not withhold support that
could help facilitate such en-
gagement.

‘Iran’s support for One-China
principle is unwavering’
Commenting on recent U.S.
arms sales to Taiwan, Bagaei
said Iran’s position remains
firmly aligned with the One-Chi-
na principle, which he said
Washington’s move had violat-
ed.

He said Iran will not change this
stance “under any circumstanc-
es,” arguing that U.S. actions
fuel regional tensions and esca-
lation rather than stability.

‘Ties with Russia not aimed at
third parties’

On Ukrainian statements ac-
knowledging that Kyiv has no
evidence Iran helped produce
missiles for Russia, Bagaei said
this had already been stated by
Ukraine’s president months ear-
lier.

He said Iran’s relationship with
Russia is longstanding, based
on mutual interests and respect,
and is not directed against any
third country

Araghehi urges
revional cooper-
ation on Yemen
in calls with UAE,
Saudi Arabia

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi held
separate phone calls with his counterparts in
the United Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia to
discuss bilateral ties and regional develop-
ments, especially the conflict in Yemen.
In his call with UAE Foreign Minister Sheikh
Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the two offi-
cials welcomed what they described as steadily
improving relations between Tehran and Abu

Dhabi and stressed the importance of following
up on matters of mutual interest, according to
Iran’s Foreign Ministry. Araghchi also raised re-
cent developments in southern Yemen, urging
regional countries to support Yemen’s unity
and territorial integrity and to help ensure the
legitimate demands of the Yemeni people are
met. He said Iran believes the Yemen crisis can
only be resolved through intra-Yemeni dialogue

focused on preserving the country’s territorial
integrity. Sheikh Abdullah, for his part, under-
scored the need to maintain peace and stability
in Yemen and across the region, and outlined
the UAE’s efforts aimed at reducing tensions in
Yemen. The two ministers also agreed on the
importance of stronger regional coordination
to reinforce stability in Yemen and safeguard
peace in the wider region.

Tehran hosts ﬂonf

The Conference on Diplomacy and Re-

eremnce (0 honor martyred general

Soleiman

The boundaries General Soleimani es-

sistance opened in Tehran on Monday,
commemorating the 6th anniversary of
the martyrdom of senior Iranian com-
mander Major General Qassem Soleim-
ani.

The event brought together people from
all walks of life, namely the late general’s
daughter Zeinab Soleimani, as well as
dignitaries, among them Iranian Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi and Brigadier
General Esmail Qa’ani, the commander
of the Quds Force of Iran’s Islamic Revo-
lution Guards Corps (IRGC).

Addressing the event, the foreign min-
ister described martyr Soleimani as the
“axis of resistance” in the region, touch-
ing upon his “heritage” for the country’s
foreign policy.

Araghchi said the implications of the
martyred general’s heritage goes far be-
yond the current policies and executive
approaches in the foreign policy arena.
He said general Soleimani’s thought
should be aptly named “the diplomacy of
the axis of resistance.”

Also in a speech, the general’s daugh-
ter touched upon her late father's per-
formance and accomplishments in the
contemporary developments of Iran and
the region.

She said general Soleimani set foot on
the path to national defense and secu-

F

rity since the victory of Iran’s 1979 Is-
lamic Revolution and served as one of
the commanders of the Iranian military
alongside thousands of other service-
members. She said the late general also
paid due regard to security within soci-
ety.

General Soleimani, the former com-
mander of the IRGC’s Quds Force,
and Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis, the sec-
ond-in-command of Iraq’s Popular
Mobilization Units (PMU), and their
companions were assassinated ina U.S.
drone strike authorized by President
Donald Trump near Baghdad Internation-

v ! tablished within the geography of Re-

al Airport on January 3, 2020.

General Soleimani made great strides
and secured numerous achievements
in fighting terror, namely in the fight
against the Daesh terrorist group during
the 2010s.

He also countered the “Greater Middle
East” plots orchestrated by the U.S. and
the Israeli regime with the support of
certain European countries aimed at di-
viding Syria and Iraq into smaller states.
General Qassem Soleimani, as part of
the Islamic Republic of Iran’s strategy,
worked to preserve and defend these na-
tions’ territorial integrity and sovereignty.

sistance thwarted the U.S. and lIsraeli
regime’s plots which were tied to the
empowerment of Takfiri terrorists and
Daesh.

General Soleimani defended Irag’s sov-
ereignty, leading to the stabilization of
Iraq’s national authority.

The U.S. had sought to divide Iraq into
three sections—Kurdish, Shia, and Sun-
ni territories. Since the U.S. entered the
region, discussions around Irag’s disin-
tegration and violations of its sovereign-
ty were pushed forward.

To prevent the spread and realization of
this regional damage and defend the dis-
integration of Iragi lands, which would
undoubtedly create insecurity and nu-
merous security and ethnic problems for
their neighbors, especially for Iran, Mar-
tyr Soleimani tried to deal with this issue
completely and comprehensively, using
all the capacities, facilities, and various
opportunities in the military, political,
and diplomatic fields.

One of General Soleimani’s significant
achievements was uniting regional na-
tions into a single front to safeguard the
identity, existence, and integrity of the
region. He successfully brought these
countries together to form the Axis of
Resistance.
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Iran, Turkey
business
groups seek to
expand indus-
trial, trade
cooperation

Business  delegations
from Turkey’s Van prov-
ince and lranian indus-
trial representatives held
talks in Tehran on ways
to remove trade barriers
and expand bilateral in-
dustrial and commercial
cooperation, officials
said.

The meeting brought
together members of a
Van-based trade dele-
gation, Iranian indus-
trialists and the head of
the Tehran Chamber of
Commerce, Industries,
Mines and Agriculture
(TCCIMA)’s industry and
mining committee.
Hervik Yarijanian, head
of the committee, said
the Iranian and Turkish
economies are both on
a path of growth and
that closer links between
private-sector  players
could boost trade, en-
courage joint investment
and help both sides
make better use of exist-
ing capacities.

He proposed exchanges
of industrial experts and
engineers, the removal
of customs obstacles
and a stronger role for
Van as a transit hub for
goods moving between
the two countries.
Mehrdad Saadat Deh-
ghan, head of the Iran-
Turkey Joint Chamber of
Commerce, said the two
countries have nearly
three decades of expe-
rience in cross-border
trade but that the scale
of exchanges has fallen
short of expectations.
He said broader coop-
eration, with the Tehran
chamber playing a cen-
tral role, could help un-
lock new opportunities.
Ali Sadri, vice head of
the Tehran chamber’s
industry and  mining
committee, said Teh-
ran province is home to
around 19,000 industrial
and mining operators,
including companies ac-
tive in agro-processing,
metals and non-metallic
minerals. He said there is
scope to connect Turkish
traders and industrialists
from Van with lranian
companies based in Teh-
ran’s industrial zones.
Mehmet Tashan, head
of the Van branch of the
HAKSIAD industrialists
and traders association,
said businesses in the
province, Turkey’s clos-
est region to Iran, are
keen to raise trade vol-
umes with Iranian part-
ners.

He stressed the need to
address transport and
connectivity challenges
and said commercial
ties could be expanded
through HAKSIAD’s rep-
resentation in Iran.
The meeting concluded
with further exchanges
of views between Iranian
and Turkish business-
people on potential areas
of cooperation.
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Iran’s private
sector eyes
technical, engi-
neering co-op
with Indonesia

Iran’s private sector is
ready to participate in
large-scale technical and
engineering projects in In-
donesia, the head of Iran
Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and Ag-
riculture  (ICCIMA) said,
calling for closer coopera-
tion between the chambers
of commerce of the two
countries to facilitate joint
business activity.
Speaking at a meeting
with Indonesian Ambassa-
dor to Tehran Rolliansyah
Soemirat, ICCIMA Head
Samad Hassanzadeh said
the chamber is determined
to expand trade ties with
Indonesia and has placed
the exchange of business
delegations and commer-
cial information between
the two private sectors
high on its agenda.
Hassanzadeh  described
Iran and Indonesia, with
a combined population of
nearly 400 million people,
as natural partners, par-
ticularly in halal industries.
He said Iran is interested in
hosting Indonesian trade
delegations at specialized
exhibitions and dispatching
Iranian business groups to
Indonesia.

He noted Iran’s unilateral
visa waiver for Indonesian
citizens and said facilitating
business visas for Iranian
traders would help boost
bilateral trade, tourism and
medical tourism.

Despite international sanc-
tions, Hassanzadeh said
Iran has developed signif-
icant domestic capabilities
in advanced technologies,
including petrochemicals,
food processing, agricul-
ture and artificial intelli-
gence, meeting interna-
tional standards. He added
that Iran has strong exper-
tise in exporting technical
and engineering services,
including refinery, oil and
petrochemical  projects,
which could support de-
velopment programs in In-
donesia and other Islamic
countries.

The official said Iran can
supply competitive prod-
ucts such as steel, bitu-
men, chemicals, power
plant equipment, dried
fruits, carpets, medical
equipment, pharmaceuti-
cals, aluminum and con-
struction materials, while
Indonesia could meet Iran’s
needs for timber, motorcy-
cles, seafood, vegetable
oils and industrial machin-
ery. He said trade could be
expanded through prefer-
ential trade arrangements
or barter mechanisms.
Ambassador Soemirat
said Jakarta is seeking to
elevate economic ties with
Tehran and narrow the gap
toward a long-term trade
target of $20 bhillion.

He urged faster finaliza-
tion of a preferential trade
agreement and said Indo-
nesian small and medi-
um-sized enterprises are
keen to cooperate with Ira-
nian partners, particularly
in agriculture, energy and
healthcare.
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Some Ways to Treat
1 Dry Nose

Source:
By:

There are many home remedies for
soothing dryness inside your nose. In-
haling steam, applying petroleum jelly, or
gently wiping with a damp cloth are just
a few.

Cold or allergy season leaves many of us
with a trademark symptom, right in the
middle of our faces: a dry nose.

While a dry nose is uncomfortable, many
remedies for it can be purchased in
stores or online or even used with things
you already have in your home.

Here are six effective home remedies:
Petroleum jelly

Use your fingers to apply a very small
dab of petroleum jelly to the lining inside
of your nose. Not only is it good for keep-
ing your nose moisturized, but it's also
safely handled by your stomach in small
amounts.

Do not use this method too frequently or
for prolonged periods, and do not apply
too much at a time.

Rarely, petroleum jelly can make its way
into the trachea and lungs and lead to
significant lung problems. If you have a
preexisting chronic lung problem, you
may want to speak to your doctor before

Over 500 road-
side service
complexes un-
der construction
across Iran

An official with the Road Maintenance
and Transportation Organization said
that 561 roadside service and wel-
fare complexes are currently under
construction across Iran, while over
1,160 such facilities are already oper-
ational. Yazdan Khosravi, acting head
of the organization’s economic affairs
office, said 561 roadside complexes

trying this at-home treatment.
Humidifier

Sleeping with a dry mist humidifier in
your bedroom can help increase the hu-
midity in your room, which can provide
relief to your nasal passages.

Place the humidifier in the center of the
room. The EPA suggests cleaning your
humidifier as the manufacturer sug-
gests, and consider using distilled water
to avoid mineral buildup on your humid-
ifier.

Here’s a tip: Don't point it at furniture.
The excess moisture can promote mold

growth and damage wooden surfaces.
Saline nasal spray

Saline nasal sprays contain sodium
chloride. They can moisturize your nose
while cleaning out dust, dirt, and pollen.
They may also help relieve nasal conges-
tion.

Some people prefer a nasal saline gel and
feel this stays better than the liquid form.
Avoid using other medicated sprays to
treat nasal dryness.

Sinus rinse

Sinus rinseTrusted Source or nasal irri-
gation is a method of cleaning the inside

are being built nationwide, adding
that permits are also being processed
for a further 2,278 projects that are at
the stage of receiving preliminary ap-
provals. He said that in the first nine
months of the current year, 37 new
roadside service complexes became
operational, while construction work
began on 32 additional facilities.

of your nose and part of the sinus area
by flushing it with distilled or boiled and
cooled water. Flushing your nasal pas-
sages may help thin or remove mucus,
allergens, and other things that may irri-
tate or dry your nose.

You can use devices like a Neti pot or a
squeeze bottle to let sterilized water gen-
tly flow into one side of your nose and
out the other side. Never use water that is
not sterile. Using unsterilized water can
cause a serious infection.

Only use distilled water or water that has
been boiled and fully cooled.

The supervisor of Kordestan province’s Customs Department said
that the value of export from the province increased by three per-
cent during the first eight months of the current Iranian calendar
year (March 21-November 21), as compared to the same period of

time in the previous year.

Faramarz Omidi announced that 770,000 tons of non-oil commod-
ities worth $331 million were exported from the province in the
eight-month period, indicating two percent growth in weight, year

on year.

He pointed out that the main export goods include horticultural and

Export from Kordestan province rises %

agricultural products, metal and plastic products, dairy products,
and tractors, and stated: “Iraq has been the main export destination
for Kordestan’s goods, with a share of 98.83 percent.”

The official further announced that 67,000 tons of goods valued at
$237 million were imported to the province in the first eight months
of the present year, indicating 58 percent rise in worth, and 255
percent growth in weight, as compared to the same period of time
in the previous year.
Located in western Iran, bordering lraq, Kordestan possesses
unique advantages.

‘Iran’s free trade agreement
with Eurasta, key step to neutralize sanctions’

The representative of Tehran in the parlia-
ment, emphasizing the role of the Fourth
International Eurasia Expo in expanding
regional cooperation, described Iran’s
free trade agreement with the Eurasian
Economic Union (EAEU) as a vital strat-
egy for circumventing sanctions.
According to the Public Relations Depart-
ment of Iran’s Trade Promotion Organ-
ization (TPO), Kamran Ghafouri called
for the replacement of the dollar-based
SWIFT system with alternative payment
systems like China’s Yuan SWIFT.

The MP also highlighted the strategic im-
portance of Iran’s free trade agreement
with the Eurasian Economic Union.

He stressed that expanding connections
with neighboring and regional countries
is the best solution for neutralizing sanc-
tions and reducing dependence on West-
ern financial systems.

Ghafouri stated that the Eurasia Expo
iS a unique opportunity to strengthen
economic and trade cooperation in the
region, adding: By developing the ex-
change of goods and services with neigh-
boring countries, mutual needs can be
met through direct exports and imports,
avoiding the high costs of intermediation
by third countries, he noted.

The Tehran representative in the par-
liament also addressed the issue of in-
ternational payment systems, stating:
“If we want to break the deadlock of the
dollar-based SWIFT, the solution is to
use alternative systems like China’s Yuan
SWIFT, which is both faster and more
cost-effective.”

Referring to the advantages of this sys-
tem, Ghafouri continued: “Moving to-
wards such mechanisms practically
neutralizes the sanctions of the U.S. and
its allies, and countries like the UAE and
Turkey cannot impose additional costs on
Iran’s trade through brokerage and inter-
mediation.”

He further described the holding of the
Eurasia Expo and utilizing the free trade
agreement as a historic opportunity to

boost the national economy and strength-
en regional convergence. He urged eco-
nomic officials to create the conditions
for maximizing the use of these capacities
through structured planning.

It is worth mentioning that, in line with
the implementation of Iran’s free trade
agreement with Eurasia, the fourth Inter-
national Eurasia Expo will be held in Teh-
ran from February 1st to 4th. This event
provides a suitable opportunity for Iranian
traders and businessmen, producers, and
member countries of the Eurasian Eco-
nomic Union to become familiar with ex-
isting capacities and further deepen trade
cooperation and joint investment.

As announced by the acting secretary
of the Secretariat of Iran’s Free Trade
Agreement with the Eurasian Economic
Union, the value of Iran’s export to the
Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) mem-
ber countries rose 16 percent during the
first seven months of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 21-October 22), as
compared to the same period of time in
the previous year.

Elham Haji-Karimi put the worth of
Iran’s export to the mentioned countries
at $1.261 billion during the said sev-
en-month period.

She also announced the holding of the
“Fourth Eurasia Expo,” which will host
high-ranking officials and trade delega-
tions from member and influential coun-
tries in the region.

She stated: “The highest export growth
was to Belarus with 50 percent and Ar-
menia with 35 percent. This is while Iran’s
exports to other countries worldwide did
not grow during this period, indicating the
positive impact of the agreement in main-
taining the export trend.”

Haji-Karimi further added: “We have very
high trade potential in the Eurasia region.
Specifically, in the product groups of au-
tomobiles and parts, textiles and clothing,
pharmaceuticals and medical equipment,
and food industries, Eurasia imports sig-
nificantly from the world, and Iran has

the capability to export to this suitable
market.”

She also pointed to the formation of spe-
cialized working groups anticipated in
the agreement and clarified: “Specialized
working groups in the areas of customs,
standards, rules of origin, and transpor-
tation were held via video conference
between the two sides in September and
October, and their results were presented
to the ‘Joint Working Group,” which is the
main body monitoring the agreement.”
The acting secretary of the secretari-
at added: “At the Joint Working Group
meeting on September 24, 2025, which
was attended by the Iranian Minister of
Industry, Mining and Trade and the Eura-
sian Minister of Trade, reports from these
groups were presented and implementa-
tion challenges were reviewed.”
Furthermore, “a three-year roadmap
for economic and trade cooperation”
was signed between the two ministers,
which is the future action plan within the
framework of the agreement and defines
the tasks of the executive bodies of both
sides, she added.

Referring to the details of the Eurasia
Expo, she said: “Trade delegations from
Asian and regional countries will partici-
pate in this exhibition, and a ‘High-Level
Officials Meeting’ will also be held with the
attendance of ministers and high-ranking
officials to discuss major issues of trade
and economic cooperation, such as the
performance of the free trade agreement
since its implementation, future areas of
cooperation, joint investment projects,
and emerging areas such as e-com-
merce.”

Referring to last year’s specialized pan-
els in the fields of standards, customs,
transportation, and the agreement itself,
Haji-Karimi emphasized: “These panels
were held with the presence of Eurasian
experts and officials and representatives
of domestic organizations. The presenta-
tions by the Eurasian side were practical
and of interest to the private sector.”

The province’s economy is predominantly agricultural with a grow-
ing industrial base centered on mining and light manufacturing.

Agriculture and livestock are the backbone of the provincial econo-

istan Region.

my, employing a large portion of the population.
The industrial sector is growing but remains relatively small-scale.
Trade is dominated by its cross-border dynamics with Irag’s Kurd-

Kordestan is positioned to become a key link in North-South and

East-West transit corridors, connecting Turkey and Europe to Iraq,

the Persian Gulf, and South Asia.

In an interview with Iragi media,
Mohammad Kazem al-Sadeq said
Tehran has identified U.S. spy planes
which used Iragi skies to monitor
Iranian soil. He also warned that the
U.S. supports Israeli jet fighters in
Iragi airspace, which amounts to a
“threat.”

His remarks come as American and
Israeli fighter jets used Iraqi airspace
to fire missiles at Iran both before and
after the 12-day U.S.-Israeli military
aggression against Iran back in June.
Iraq has, twice so far, filed a com-
plaint with the United Nations against
Tel Aviv for that. The first time was
after the Israeli regime responded to
Operation True Promise II, which fea-
tured retaliatory strikes conducted by
Iran against Israel in late 2024. The
second time that Baghdad lodged a
complaint was after the U.S.-Israeli
military aggression in Iran in June,
2025.

Recently, Iragi National Security Ad-
visor Qassem al-Araji met with Sec-
retary of Iran’s Supreme National
Security Council Ali Larijani where the
two sides discussed bilateral ties and
ways of expanding mutual coopera-
tion as well as the implementation of
a joint security agreement.

Later in a post on his X account, Lar-
ijani said that abuses of Iragi skies by
the United States and Israeli regime
were being pursued by the Iraqi gov-
ernment.

“Development of economic relations
between Iran and Iraq was the main
topic of meeting with Iragi National
Security Advisor Qassem al-Araji,”

US using Iraqt airspace to spy on Iran

read the post.

“It is crystal clear that economic sus-
tainability requires sustainable secu-
rity,” he said, adding that “Iran appre-
ciates Iraq’s positions during 12-day
Israeli imposed war against Iran.”
“The abuses of Iragi skies by the US
and lIsrael are being followed up by
our friends in this country. Iraq is
independent and must have full inde-
pendence,” Iran’s top security official
added.

Also, during a joint press conference
after their meeting, Araji said Bagh-
dad will not allow any use of Iraqi
territory or airspace to threaten Iran
or any neighboring country.

“Iraq will not, in any way, permit the
use of its land or airspace to threaten
Iran or any neighboring country,” he
said. “Baghdad remains fully commit-
ted to the security agreement signed
with Tehran,” he added.

In August, Iraq and Iran signed a
memorandum of understanding to
enhance security coordination along
their shared border.

“The Iraqi government is working
to consolidate regional stability and
prevent any escalation or tension
that could threaten regional security,”
added Araji.

Iraq lacks the technical capabilities
necessary to prevent Israel and the
U.S. from violating its airspace. So
far, its only means of protest has
been to file official complaints with
international bodies. It remains un-
clear whether new plans have been
developed or if Baghdad will seek as-
sistance from other nations.
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