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Govt. injects $300m
into rail sector as
private investment

brings new locomo-

tives, wagons

[ranian government has allocated 150
trillion rials ($300 million) to the pri-
vate sector to strengthen its rail fleet,
paving the way for new locomotives
and passenger wagons to enter ser-
vice as part of the country’s Seventh
National Development Plan, the head
of the national railway company said.
Jabarali Zakeri, deputy transport min-
ister and head of the Islamic Republic
of Iran Railways, said the funding was
provided through a special govern-
ment deposit mechanism aimed at
mobilizing private capital and upgrad-
ing rail infrastructure.

Speaking at a press conference on
the sidelines of the ninth Internation-
al Transport, Logistics and Related
Industries Exhibition, Zakeri said the
financing would support the purchase
or refurbishment of 80 locomotives
and 130 passenger wagons.

He said Iran has also been seeking to
strengthen rail-based transit diploma-
cy in talks with neighboring countries,
positioning its rail network as a region-
al hub to increase trade flows.
“Transport performance should not be
assessed solely on transit volumes,”
Zakeri said. “Exports, imports and
transit cargo must all be taken into
account, as this approach directly
affects the economics of transport
companies, producers and logistics
operators.”

Zakeri outlined progress on sever-
al cross-border rail projects, saying
work had begun on a rail link between
Shalamcheh and Irag, while the Ker-
manshah-Eslamabad-e Gharb route is
expected to become operational soon.
This would establish a second rail con-
nection between Iran and Iraq via the
Khosravi border crossing.

On the western corridor, he said con-
struction was under way on the Tabriz—
Marand-Cheshmeh Soraya line, which
is designed to provide a direct rail link
between Sarakhs in northeastern Iran
and Turkey, completing the southern
branch of the east-west corridor.

In northern Iran, Zakeri said rail con-
nections at Jolfa, Astara, Caspian Port,
Amirabad Port, Incheh Borun and
Sarakhs are already active. He added
that improved facilities following the
connection of the Lotfabad border
crossing to Turkmenistan have helped
increase inbound cargo volumes
along that route.

Turning to the eastern corridor, Zakeri
said the Khaf-Herat railway is now
operational, sharply boosting rail trade
with Afghanistan. Cargo volumes on
the route have risen from about 15,000
tons last year to around 400,000 tons
this year, with projections of 1.2 mil-
lion tons in 2026.

He said rail connectivity with Pakistan
is also being strengthened, noting
that Pakistan is upgrading its rail in-
frastructure while Iran is constructing
the Zahedan-Mirjaveh line to facilitate
wagon exchanges between the two
countries.

Zakeri said the Chabahar—Zahedan
railway remains a strategic project for
[ran’s transit ambitions. If track-laying
is completed by the end of the current
year, operations could begin in the first
half of next year, he said.
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The head of the Iran Chamber of

Commerce, Industries, Mines
and Agriculture (ICCIMA) has
urged Austria to facilitate the
issuance of business visas for
Iranian traders, saying easier
travel would help revive bilater-
al economic ties weakened by
sanctions.

Speaking at a meeting with Aus-
tria's ambassador to Tehran,
Samad Hassanzadeh said trade
between the two countries had
fallen to minimal levels due to
sanctions but expressed hope
that cooperation could expand
under Vienna’s new diplomatic

representation.

Hassanzadeh said Iran offers
significant potential in mining,
agriculture, food production,
medical equipment, pharma-
ceuticals, steel and petrochem-
icals, while Austria has strong
capabilities in water treatment,
recycling technologies and ad-
vanced industrial solutions.
He said Iran was keen to pur-
sue joint projects with Austria
in renewable energy and green
initiatives, water resource man-
agement, soil technologies,
knowledge-based services, ar-
tificial intelligence, greenhouse
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production and agriculture.
Referring to past cooperation in
the petrochemical sector, Has-
sanzadeh said Iran has become
a global exporter of high-quality
petrochemical products and
has built strong domestic ca-
pacity in engineering services
and refinery and petrochemical
construction, adding that sanc-
tions had helped strengthen
local industry.

He said political restrictions
and sanctions had weakened
private-sector ties between the
two countries and called on
the Austrian embassy to help

remove barriers, particularly
by easing the issuance of com-
mercial visas. Hassanzadeh
also formally invited Austrian
trade and academic delegations
to visit Iran.

Austria’s Ambassador to Iran
Friedrich Stift, said sanctions
have hindered Austrian com-
panies interested in working
with Iran, especially in financial
transactions.

He said bilateral trade totaled
130 million euros last year, a
figure he described as far below
Iran’s economic potential as a
regional power.

Stift noted that around 60,000
Iranians and people of Iranian
origin live in Austria, including
doctors, architects, engineers
and political figures, creating
a solid base for scientific and
commercial - exchanges.

He said the Austrian embassy,
which was temporarily closed
during the recent 12-day con-
flict, would resume accepting
visa applications for both busi-
ness and non-business travel-
ers from Jan. 4.

As previously reported by the
International  Affairs Depart-
ment of the Iran Chamber of
Commerce, Industries, Mines
and Agriculture, trade between
Iran and Austria reached $220
million in 2024, marking a five
percent increase from the pre-
vious year.

The report notes that bilateral
trade between the two coun-
tries, which stood at $1.2 hil-
lion in 1970, has significantly
declined over the decades due
to international sanctions and
geopolitical tensions.
Austria’s exports to Iran rose
by six percent year-on-year
to $190 million in 2024, while
Iran’s exports to Austria re-
mained unchanged at $30 mil-
lion.

Austria’s main exports to Iran
included industrial machinery,
medical equipment, and chemi-
cal products. In contrast, Iran’s
primary exports to Austria con-
sisted of petrochemical prod-
ucts, pistachios, dried fruits,
and Persian carpets.

The report described Austria as
a pragmatic and low-conflict
partner with strong potential
for collaboration, particularly in
technology and energy. How-
ever, sanctions, EU pressures,
and competition from China
were identified as major obsta-
cles to expanding bilateral ties.
It concluded that unless sanc-
tions are lifted and cooperation
deepened, only modest trade
growth is expected through the
end of 2025. Nonetheless, the
report emphasized that easing
restrictions could pave the way
for broader engagement in key
sectors such as engineering
and infrastructure.

fran to back mvestments n Africa, hoost exports with multabillion-dollar ouarantees

Iran will support investments by Iranian
firms in Africa and efforts to expand ex-
ports to the continent, with export credit
guarantees and development financing
expected to underpin trade growth, the
head of the Iran-Africa Joint Chamber of
Commerce stated.

Masoud Berahman said the Export Guar-
antee Fund of Iran (EGFI) would back
up to $3.0 billion of Iranian investments
across Africa as part of broader efforts to
strengthen commercial ties and reduce
risks for private-sector investors.

He added that the National Development
Fund (NDF) would provide around €2.0
billion to support startup and entrepre-
neurial projects linked to trade develop-
ment.Berahman said Africa, with its large
population and broad consumer base,
offered significant opportunities for Ira-
nian goods, technical and engineering
services and investment, but warned
that realizing this potential would require
stronger infrastructure, clearer policies
and sustained government support.

He criticized the lack of a comprehen-
sive trade roadmap, saying Iran’s export
sector continues to face multiple chal-
lenges that make it difficult to systemat-
ically monitor markets and assess coun-
try-specific trade conditions.

Berahman said the Trade Promotion
Organization (TPO) of Iran, the econom-
ic diplomacy department and the Iran
Chamber of Commerce should work
more closely with the private sector to
strengthen digitalization and develop an
operational trade roadmap, warning that
fragmented approaches risk reinforcing
what he described as an “island econo-

“A shared roadmap is needed to guide
our move toward target markets such as
Africa,” he said, noting that the continent,
with a population of about 1.45 billion,
represents a future growth market for
both goods and technical services.

He said Iran’s regional trade experience
showed that relying mainly on neighbor-
ing markets, including Irag, would not be
sufficient to achieve sustainable export
growth, calling instead for clear strategies
and stronger state backing to diversify
trade destinations.

Berahman stressed the need to profes-
sionalize export capacity building and
move away from short-term, reactive
approaches, arguing that a well-designed
export roadmap based on detailed market
analysis would help Iranian firms enter
global markets, particularly in Africa.

He also highlighted the role of commer-
cial attaches in expanding trade ties,
noting that Turkey maintains 44 trade
counsellors across Africa, compared with
only three active Iranian counterparts,
and called for greater use of economic
diplomacy tools.

“Iran must expand its trade with neigh-
boring countries, Africa and other emerg-
ing markets,” Berahman said, adding
that coordinated policies and long-term
planning would be essential to achieving
that goal.

As announced last month by the act-
ing head of the Africa office at the Trade
Promotion Organization (TPO), Iran’s ex-
ports to Africa doubled in the first half of
the current Iranian calendar year (March
21-September 22) compared with the

same period last year.

Mohammadreza Safari announced a
100-percent growth in non-oil exports to
the African market in the first half of this
year and plans to hold the Africa Summit
in late 2026.

He stated that this success demonstrates
Iran’s position in the potential-rich market
of 1.4 hillion people in Africa.

While detailing trade relations with Af-
rican countries today, the official stated
that Iran’s exports to Africa in the first six
months of this year reached $675 million,
which has doubled compared to the same
period last year.

The acting head of the Africa Office of
Iran’s Trade Development Organization
described this growth as a success for
the country and added: “This volume of
exports is equivalent to 80 percent of the
total exports to this continent last year,
and we hope to achieve an unprecedent-
ed record in the past 10 years by the end
of the year.”

Referring to sanctions and international
conditions, Safari described Africa as a
large and high-potential market for Ira-
nian businesses and emphasized: “Many
businesspeople are seeking new markets
after recent events, and Africa can be a
very suitable alternative. This continent,
with a population of 1.4 billion, is a very
large market for all kinds of Iranian prod-
ucts.”

The acting head of the Africa Office cited
the successful model of Asian countries
such as China and Turkey as “presence
and joint production with African com-
panies” and said: “We should also move
towards this type of cooperation. Consid-

ering the sanctions conditions, we can
propose new models such as ‘barter’ to
African counterparts. Some African coun-
tries, due to similar sanctions conditions,
are interested in cooperating with Iran.”
He referred to the formation of the “Eighth
Meeting of the Africa Headquarters” in the
administration and added: “This head-
quarters is formed with the presence of
the First Vice President and 13 ministers,
and we, in its economic committee which
we are in charge of, have established
eight specialized committees. Important
issues such as shipping, air transporta-
tion, allocation of credit lines, and agri-
cultural development are on the agenda
of these committees and are being fol-
lowed up.” At the end, Safari announced
plans to hold the “Africa Summit” in the
next Iranian year, which starts on March
21, 2026, and said: “The final decision
regarding this summit will be made in
the next meeting of the Africa Headquar-
ters, and we have already started our
planning.” Iranian business leaders have
called for stronger engagement with Af-
rica’s fast-developing infrastructure mar-
kets, emphasizing the continent’s vast
potential for technical and engineering
cooperation.

Speaking at the opening of the Iran-Afri-
ca Cooperation Forum on Technical and
Engineering Services, held at the place
of the Iran Chamber of Commerce, In-
dustries, Mines and Agriculture (ICCIMA)
in mid-October, Payam Bagheri, deputy
head of the ICCIMA, said Iran has exten-
sive experience in the water industry and
should leverage Africa’s unique opportu-
nities in this field.
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Refinery upgrades
accelerated to
boost fuel quality

Iran has stepped up the imple-
mentation of refinery upgrading
projects aimed at improving the
quality of petroleum products un-
der the country’s Seventh National
Development Plan, with resources
and management now focused on
three national priority projects, the
head of the National Iranian Oil
Refining and Distribution Compa-
ny (NIORDC) said.

Mohammad Sadegh Azimifar said
that since the start of the current
administration, efforts have been
concentrated on key projects at
the Shiraz, Tehran and Isfahan re-
fineries to address long-standing
delays and raise refining complex-
ity and value-chain integration.
He said the Oil Ministry considers
the execution of the Seventh Na-
tional Development Plan obliga-
tions on upgrading refinery com-
plexity and completing the value
chain as a firm and non-nego-
tiable strategy. While quality-im-
provement and process-optimiza-
tion projects are under way at nine
refineries nationwide, priorities
have been operationally redefined
to ensure faster progress.
Azimifar said the first tangible
outcome of this approach was
the successful commissioning of
the diesel hydro-treating (DHT)
unit at the Shiraz refinery in June
2025, with a capacity of 26,000
barrels per day. The unit enables
the production of Euro 5-stand-
ard diesel fuel while delivering
both economic and environmen-
tal benefits, and is expected to
operate stably through the com-
ing winter.

Turning to Tehran refinery, Azimi-
far said the completion of the
continuous catalytic reforming
(CCR) unit and associated gas-
oline quality-upgrading project
has become a major priority. The
project is scheduled to come on
stream in the first half of next year
and is expected to raise output by
about 20 percent while upgrading
all gasoline produced at the refin-
ery to international standards and
supporting the implementation of
Iran’s clean air law.

He described projects at the Is-
fahan refinery as a key milestone
under the Seventh Development
Plan, saying that the root solution
to improving fuel quality and re-
ducing fuel oil output lies in the
refinery’s residue hydro-upgrad-
ing (RHU) and residue fluid cat-
alytic cracking (RFCC) units. With
technical obstacles addressed
and a detailed timeline in place,
the early phase of the project is
due to enter operation by the end
of 2026.

Once operational, the projects will
cut the sulfur content of fuel oil
produced at Isfahan from about
30,000 parts per million to below
500 parts per million, significantly
reducing emissions and environ-
mental impact, Azimifar said.
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Vehicle crash,
safety test center
inaugurated in
Tehran province

A Vehicle Crash and Safety
Test Center was inaugurated
on Tuesday morning with the
presence of Mohammad-Reza
Aref, the first vice president,
and the commanders of the

Traffic Police, as well as a Source:
group of specialists in this By:
field.

The center located in Sa-

fadasht district of Malard
county, Tehran province, is
the twelfth center of its kind
in the country, and has been
launched with a safety and
crash testing approach. This
center has been established to
examine vehicle safety, reduce
road accidents, and enhance
domestic vehicle production
and testing standards.
Utilizing advanced crash test
equipment, this center is ca-
pable of simulating and evalu-
ating various types of vehicles
under different conditions. By
providing specialized reports,
it will show manufacturers the
path to improving design and
safety standards.

The inauguration of this center
is considered an important
step towards strengthening
vehicle safety infrastructure
and related research. It is ex-
pected to have a direct impact
on reducing casualties and
damages resulting from road
accidents.

als.1

following:2
* Calories: 56

Iran and the OIC.

Gharibabadi strongly condemned Israel’s crimes against the people of Gaza and
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Okra, a small edible flowering plant, is
packed with vitamins, minerals, fiber,
antioxidants, and other healthy nutrients.
Its benefits include a possible boost to
heart health, stronger bones, stable
blood sugar, improved gut health, and
anti-cancer properties.

1. Good Source of Nutrition

Okra is loaded with vitamins and miner-

One cup of cooked okra provides the

e Fat: 0.32 grams (g)

Iran’s Deputy Foreign Minister for Legal and International Affairs, Kazem Gharib-
abadi, met with the Secretary General of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC), Hussein Ibrahim Taha, in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, on Tuesday.

Gharibabadi was visiting the city to attend the 11th Global Forum of the United
Nations Alliance of Civilizations (UNAQC).

During their discussions, the two officials exchanged views on pressing issues
in the Islamic world, focusing particularly on the ongoing atrocities committed
by the Israeli regime and exploring avenues to strengthen cooperation between

7/ The First \ 8
Rilingual
Economic

NewspoPst

In Isfahan

Province /

b Benefits of Okra to
Boost Your Health

e Fiber: 5.4 g

* Protein: 3.31 g

* Galcium: 141 milligrams (mg)
 Magnesium: 97.6 mg

¢ Vitamin C: 33.6 mg

* Potassium: 514 mg

e |ron: 1.06 mg

* Vitamin K: 53.8 micrograms (mcg)
Okra is relatively high in protein com-
pared to other vegetables, and the slimy
material inside the okra, called mucilage,
is high in fiber.3 Both protein and fiber
have benefits for weight loss and man-
agement.4

Tractor beat
Persepolis
in 2025/26
Hazfi Cup

Round of 32

2. Boosts Heart Health

Okra contains polyphenols, a type of an-
tioxidant in plant foods that lessens the
risk of heart problems and stroke.5 The
mucilage in okra can bind to cholesterol
and help it leave the body during diges-
tion. One study found that mice fed a
high-fat diet containing okra powder had
lower blood cholesterol levels.1 Howev-
er, more human studies are needed.
Polyphenols have also been found to
lower blood pressure and decrease in-
flammation, which can contribute to
heart health.5

Tractor football team defeated Persep-
olis 8-7 on penalty shootout in 2025/26
Iran’s Hazfi Cup Round of 32 on Thurs-
day.

The match ended in a 1-1 draw in reg-
ular time but neither team could score
in the extra time.

In the match held in Tabriz’s Yadegar-e

3. Possible Cancer-Fighting Properties
Okra contains antioxidants and a protein
called lectin, which may have antitumor
properties.1 However, more research
is needed to understand its potential in
cancer treatment.

4. Strengthens Bones

Okra is a good source of calcium, vita-
min G, and vitamin K, important for bone
health. Studies show that eating foods
high in vitamin K may help strengthen
bones and prevent fractures.6 Vitamins
C and K can help restore bone density
and prevent osteoporosis, while calcium

Emam Stadium, Mehdi Torabi was on
target for Tractor in the 56th minute but
Persepolis defender Hossein Kananiza-
degan leveled the score with a header
in the dying moments of the match.
Tractor will play Shams Azar in Round
of 16.

Esteghlal are defending champions.

is essential in bone metabolism (bone
turnover and regrowth).1

5. Regulates Blood Sugar

Research suggests okra helps control
blood sugar levels. A number of stud-
ies support the hypoglycemic effects of
okra. This may occur due to okra limiting
the sugars absorbed during digestion.7
6. Improves Gut Health

The dietary fiber in okra could help pre-
vent constipation and lessen bloating.
Additionally, okra contains a specific type
of fiber called pectin, which helps boost
the good bacteria in your gut.1

its broader regional aggressions. He pointed to the regime’s recent military ag-
gression against Iran, stating, “The occupying Zionist regime, backed by the Unit-
ed States and acting on miscalculations, launched a military aggression against
Iran but was met with a firm response.” He thanked the OIC Secretary-General
and member states for their efforts in condemning that attack and for consistently
defending the Palestinian cause, especially during the ongoing crisis in Gaza.

In response, Secretary General Taha underscored Iran’s important role within the
0IC and expressed appreciation for Tehran’s consistent support for the organ-
ization. He reaffirmed the 0IC’s commitment to supporting and defending Iran
and called for a continuation of Iran’s backing for the OIC’s missions and goals.
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