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Tehran, Beijing reaf-
firm close hilateral
ties in all areas

Iran and China have emphasized
their commitment to further enhanc-
ing mutual relations, highlighting the
long history of Tehran-Beijing ties
over decades.

Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister
Saeid Khatibzadeh said at the Third
Iran-China Dialogue Forum, which
kicked off in Tehran on December
13, 2025, that the two countries en-
joy relations of their own choosing,
not relations based on coercion.
The diplomat said the interests of the
two nations make it all the more nec-
essary to “form multi-layered and
intertwined relations.”

“On the threshold of the 55th anni-
versary of the commencement of re-
lations between the Islamic Republic
of Iran and the People’s Republic of
China, we will, once again, start a
new path accompanied by Iranian
and Chinese colleagues,” he said.
Khatibzadeh explained that the “prin-
ciple of Iran-China friendship” will
continue to exist despite all pressure
and sanctions.

“Regardless of what is happening in
the international system, and irre-
spective of what challenges the Unit-
ed States is exposing the internation-
al system to, Iran-China relations are
original, lasting ... and historical,” he
noted.

Also present at the event was Chi-
nese Ambassador to Tehran Cong
Peiwu, who said relations between
Iran and China have followed a
healthy and stable course since their
establishment more than five dec-
ades ago, despite experiencing com-
plex developments.

He noted that Iran and China will
mark the 55th anniversary of their
diplomatic relations in 2026, stress-
ing that bilateral ties have remained
stable despite various challenges.
“Since the establishment of diplo-
matic relations, ties between China
and Iran have undergone complex
developments, yet they have consist-
ently remained on a healthy and sta-
ble trajectory—one that has brought
significant benefits to the peoples of
both countries and has played an im-
portant role in promoting peace and
stability in the region,” he said.
Cong added that at a time when the
international environment is increas-
ingly marked by instability and the
rise of unilateralism, the importance
of strong Iran—China relations has
become even more evident, under-
scoring the need to adopt the right
approaches and further strengthen
mutual political trust.

Recalling a statement by Chinese
President Xi Jinping that relations
with Iran hold a significant place in
China’s West Asia diplomacy, the
ambassador urged scholars from
both sides to recognize the impor-
tance of the current juncture and
contribute to deepening friendship
and mutual trust between the two
countries.

The Third Iran—China Dialogue Fo-
rum is being held by the Iranian
Foreign Ministry’s Institute for Polit-
ical and International Studies (IPIS)
on December 13 & 14, 2025. The
event features specialized panels and
workshops attended by Iranian and
Chinese officials, researchers, and
academics.

Topics under discussion in this
round of the forum include geopolit-
ical developments in West Asia, new
potential for economic and technical
cooperation, as well as energy, in-
vestment, and food security.

Iran and China have maintained
close relations over the past dec-
ades, boosting mutual cooperation
on various fronts. China has always
expressed its opposition to illegal
sanctions reinstated against Iran by
the West, and, along with Russia,
has officially voiced its support for
Iran’s peaceful nuclear program.
In addition to diplomatic relations,
Tehran and Beijing maintain close
trade ties as well.

Iran plans to establish a mari-
time consortium in the Caspian
Sea with the participation of
private-sector companies from
Iran and Russia in the coming
months, the head of the Ports
and Maritime  Organization
(PMO) said on Saturday.

Saeed Rasouli, managing di-
rector of the organisation, told
reporters in a press conference
that despite challenges posed
by falling water levels in the Cas-
pian Sea, Iran should continue
to use the basin’s capacity to
expand economic engagement
with neighbouring countries.
He said Iran has five neighbours
along the Caspian coastline and
maintains significant economic
and trade relations with all of
them.

Rasouli, who is also a deputy
minister of transport and urban
development, said natural chal-
lenges cannot be confronted but
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must be managed, adding that
one of Iran’s key approaches is
to activate cargo and passenger
transport capacity in the Caspi-
an Sea.

He said the idea of forming a
Caspian  maritime  consorti-
um with Iranian and Russian
private-sector participation
was proposed in May and fol-
lowed by a meeting in Russia’s
Makhachkala, where a roadmap
for the initiative was outlined.
The two sides are expected to
sign the consortium’s founding
document within the next one to
two months.

Rasouli said Iran is also ex-
panding maritime cooperation
with other countries, including
Kazakhstan in both the Caspian
Sea and southern waters, as
well as Azerbaijan, Turkmeni-
stan and Oman.

He announced the launch of a
trial regular shipping line be-

tween Iran’s southeastern port
of Chabahar and Oman’s cap-
ital Muscat, stressing that the
Caspian Sea and southern seas
should not be viewed separate-
ly. He said Iran sees the Caspian
as part of a broader transit route
and that combining maritime
routes with expanded rail and
road links could create a strong
transit corridor.

Container traffic at Chabahar
port rises 70%

Rasouli said container handling
at Chabahar port has risen by
more than 70 percent compared
with last year, adding that while
the port is expanding rapidly, it
still faces constraints despite its
favourable geographic location.
He said construction of the
port’s hinterland logistics zone
will begin soon and that its rail
connection to the city of Za-
hedan is expected to be com-
pleted by the end of the year.

Rasouli said Shahid Rajaee
terminal at Chabahar covers
about 2,400 hectares, with an
additional  2,400-hectare ex-
pansion phase planned. He said
construction of the connecting
bridge for the expansion area is
underway.

Maritime-based economy
Rasouli said Iran is now treat-
ing the development of a mar-
itime-based economy as a pri-
ority, arguing that decades of
reliance on oil revenues have
caused the country to overlook
key advantages, including mar-
itime transport.

He said recent policy guidance
has placed the maritime econ-
omy firmly on the national
agenda and described it as a
source of prosperity for future
generations and a means of
addressing structural economic
imbalances.

Referring again to Chabahar as
Iran’s only oceanic port, Rasouli
said expectations surrounding
its rail connection should be
realistic. He said rail access
alone would not guarantee an
economic leap unless accom-
panying measures are put in
place and existing challenges
addressed.

India’s $120 million invest-
ment in Chabahar fully real-
ized

Rasouli said India’s $120 mil-
lion investment commitment at
Chabahar port has been fully
realised and that Indian partners
continue to play an active role in
the project.

He said under a bilateral con-
tract, India had committed
to invest $120 million across
various sections of the port, a
pledge that has now been fully

1oht Iran's push for sea-hased growth

honored.

The PMO head said the invest-
ment has been implemented
and that equipment linked to the
project is currently being pur-
chased and installed.

He said there was a period when
progress slowed and certain ex-
emptions were suspended, but
that the Indian side pursued the
necessary steps to have those
exemptions reinstated.

Rasouli added that Indian oper-
ators are now officially present
at Chabahar port and that coop-
eration is continuing in line with
agreed plans.

Iran’s economic future lies at
sea

The official said Iran’s ports
need both structural and hu-
man-capital  renewal,  with
the goal of creating so-called
third-generation ports that are
modern not only in infrastruc-
ture but also in management
and workforce skills.

He said raising the level of train-
ing and expertise among port
personnel is a priority and that
the organisation aims to draw
on domestic know-how and the
capacities of Iranian universi-
ties.

Rasouli said Iran is pursuing
constructive engagement with
the world alongside reliance on
domestic capabilities.

The official finally noted the
PMO is legally required to im-
plement provisions of Iran’s
seventh national development
plan and is moving ahead with
those obligations.

He added that smaller ports,
which have received limited at-
tention in the past, must be giv-
en a stronger role to ensure bal-
anced maritime development.

Tehean to host next Iran- Qﬂtar Jomt Economic Committee meeting i fate Jan. 2026

The 11th Iran-Qatar Joint Economic
Committee meeting is planned to be
held in Tehran in the beginning of the
Iranian calendar month Bahman (late
January2026), Iranian energy minister
announced.

Abbas Ali-Abadi said: “Through coordi-
nation efforts, the eleventh meeting is
scheduled to be held in Tehran in early
Bahman of this year, and we hope it will
open new horizons in the relations be-
tween the two nations.”

“In the bilateral relations between the
Islamic Republic of Iran and the State of
Qatar, we are witnessing an outstanding
period of constructive interaction, mu-
tual trust, and expanding cooperation.
Shared cultural, religious, and historical
commonalities, neighborhood in the ex-
panse of the Persian Gulf, continuous
cooperation in the field of trade, as well
as political and security coordination be-
tween the two countries have provided a
solid foundation for developing relations
at a strategic level between the two na-
tions”, the minister further stated.

He continued: “The trade exchanges
between the two countries have ex-
perienced significant growth in recent
years, increasing from $200 million in
the Iranian year 1402 (2023-2024) to
$310 million in the year 1403 (2024-

"
s |
2025). Furthermore, the trade between
the two countries in the first six months
of the current Iranian year 1404 (March
21-Deptember 21) reached $168 million,
marking an 18-percent growth compared
to the same period last year. This growth
in trade relations is the result of the will of
the leaders of the Islamic Republic of Iran
and the State of Qatar, who have made
additional efforts to deepen relations.
Although the current state of economic
relations between Iran and Qatar is at a
desirable level, we believe that there ex-
ist extensive capacities and numerous
areas for cooperation, and we hope that
through the efforts of officials from both
countries and the established objectives,
we can increase the volume of trade and
economic relations. God willing, and
through the coordination that has been
made, the eleventh joint cooperation
committee between the two countries is
scheduled to be held in Tehran in early
Bahman of this year (late January 2026),
and we hope it will open new horizons in
the relations between the two nations.”
In a meeting with the head of the Islamic
Republic of Iran Customs Administration
(IRICA), in early October, the Qatari am-
bassador to Tehran said that his country
is ready to develop and facilitate trade
and customs exchanges with Iran.

Saad Abdullah Saad Al Mahmoud Al
Shareef welcomed plans for joint training
programs and reciprocal visits to cus-
toms facilities, and praised cooperation
on transit issues.

The envoy added that both sides were
working toward signing an electronic
data exchange agreement in the near
future.

IRICA Head Foroud Asgari, for his part,
said Iran is pursuing customs cooper-
ation with Qatar along three main axes:
electronic data exchange, facilitating and
accelerating the entry of Iranian goods
into Qatari ports, and holding joint train-
ing courses and visits to customs posts.
He added that exchanging data before
cargo arrives will speed up clearance
procedures and remove the need for re-
petitive inspections in both countries.
Iran’s deputy economy minister also
called for joint training programs and
technical visits, particularly to Bushehr
customs, to further streamline services
between the two sides.

In mid-May, Head of Iran’s Trade Promo-
tion Organization (TPO) Mohammad-Ali
Dehgan Dehnavi met with Qatar’s Cus-
toms Authority Chief Ahmed Al-Jamal,
on the sidelines of Iran Expo 2025,
stressing the need to enhance commer-
cial ties and develop trade infrastructure
to increase bilateral trade volume.
According to the TPO’s public relations
office, Dehnavi described Iran-Qatar
economic and trade relations as growing
and highlighted the potential for customs
cooperation to accelerate trade.

He said the TPO stands ready to coordi-
nate with other Iranian agencies to follow
up on key issues and push them toward
implementation.

Pointing to the geographical proximity
between the two countries, Dehnavi said
Iran and Qatar possess complementary
trade capacities and noted that customs
agencies would serve as the gateway to
deeper commercial cooperation.

For his part, Al-Jamal voiced Qatar’s
strong interest in expanding trade with

Iran. He said the upward trajectory in
commercial exchanges could also foster
stronger political relations, pointing out
that Iranian products have long held a
special place in the Qatari market.
Al-Jamal emphasized that Qatar has al-
ready implemented measures to facilitate
the entry of Iranian goods and believes
the current trade volume falls short of
its potential, given the strong demand
among Qatari traders for Iranian prod-
ucts. Also, Qatar's Customs Authority
chief met with the head of the Islamic
Republic of Iran Customs Administration
(IRICA) and other senior Iranian customs
officials, in Tehran on May 11, to discuss
ways to expand bilateral cooperation and
share experiences aimed at facilitating
and developing trade. According to the
IRICA, the two sides explored strategies
to enhance customs cooperation be-
tween the neighboring countries.

Foroud Asgari, Iran’s deputy economy
minister and head of the Customs Admin-
istration, described the visit of Ahmed bin
Abdullah Al-Jamal and his accompanying
delegation as highly significant, citing the
friendly ties between Iran and Qatar.
During the meeting, Asgari briefed the
Qatari delegation on Iran’s customs op-
erations, emphasizing that all procedural
formalities in the country are now han-
dled through electronic systems.

Ahmed bin Abdullah Al-Jamal praised
Iran’s digital customs processes and
expressed Qatar’s interest in expanding
cooperation with Iran. He noted that the
broader political and diplomatic align-
ment between the two nations offers a
valuable opportunity to deepen customs
collaboration.

Al-Jamal also took particular interest in
Iran’s risk management system, which
Asgari further elaborated on during the
talks.

Asgari called on the Qatari side to expe-
dite the clearance of Iranian shipments—
especially perishable goods—at Al-Ru-
wais Port, and voiced Iran’s readiness to
help resolve any related challenges.

Aluminum
ingot produc-
tion exceeds

410,000 tons in

8 months

Production of aluminum
ingot in lran reached
411,351 tons in the first
eight months of the cur-
rent Iranian calendar year
(October  23-November
21), according to the
data released by the Ira-
nian Mines and Mining
Industries Development
and Renovation Organi-
zation (IMIDRO).
According to the IMI-
DRQO’s report, the alu-
minum ingot output in
the eight-month period
shows a three-percent
rise from the produc-
tion in the same period
of time in the last year,
which was 400,425 tons.
As the organization has
reported, among the
country’s four major pro-
ducers, South Aluminum
Corporation ~ (SALCO)
had the best perfor-
mance in the mentioned
eight months, producing
173,108 tons of alumi-
num ingots, followed by
Iranian Aluminum Com-
pany (IRALCO) produc-
ing 114,011 tons, Almah-
di Aluminum Company
producing 103,922 tons,
and Iran Alumina Com-
pany producing 20,310
tons of ingots.
Aluminum  ingots s
non-ferrous product that
is produced by pouring
molten aluminum into
special molds. These
molds come in a variety
of sizes and shapes, and
the ingots created by
this variety have differ-
ent types in appearance.
Today, aluminum is the
second most widely used
metal in the world after
iron.

The continued growth
in production in the alu-
minum chain indicates
a stable supply of raw
materials and improved
productivity in the down-
stream industries of this
sector.

As the organization has
previously reported, the
production of aluminum
ingot in lran reached
307,386 tons in the first
half of the current Irani-
an calendar year (March
21-September  22).
Based on the mentioned
report, among the coun-
try’s four major produc-
ers, South Aluminum
Corporation ~ (SALCO)
had the best perfor-
mance in the mentioned
six months, producing
127,475 tons of alumi-
num ingots, followed by
Iranian Aluminum Com-
pany (IRALCO) produc-
ing 85,265 tons, Almahdi
Aluminum Company pro-
ducing 76,393 tons, and
Iran Alumina Company
producing 15,863 tons of
ingots.

IMIDRO is a major state-
owned holding company
active in the mining sec-
tor in Iran. It has eight
major companies and 55
operational subsidiaries
active in steel, aluminum,
copper, cement, and min-
eral exploitation fields.
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Iran, Kazakhstan
private sectors
sign 9 co-op
agreements during
Astana visit

Private-sector  representatives
from Iran and Kazakhstan
signed nine cooperation agree-
ments during a visit by a trade
delegation from the Iran Cham-
ber of Commerce to Astana,
aimed at expanding bilateral
business ties.

The delegation, led by ICCIMA
Head Samad Hassanzadeh, in-
cluded chamber officials and
business representatives from
engineering services, agriculture,
food industries, mining and min-
eral sectors. Participants held
B2B meetings with Kazakh coun-
terparts to explore joint projects.
Iranian delegation accompanied
President Masoud Pezeshkian
in his visit to Kazakhstan during
which the two countries Joint
Economic Committee meeting
also convened.

The Iran Chamber of Commerce
signed three memorandums of
cooperation, including two with
KazTrade and the Kazakhstan
Trade Development Council and
one with the National Chamber
of Entrepreneurs Atameken, cov-
ering trade data exchange, busi-
ness delegations, logistics and
green freight transport.

Six additional agreements were
signed between Iranian and
Kazakh companies in sectors
including agriculture, mining,
copper production and food pro-
cessing. One of the deals is val-
ued at more than $1 billion.
An Iran-Kazakhstan business
conference convened in the
Kazakh capital Astana on
Thursday, with the presidents
of both countries, senior min-
isters, private sector officials,
and business delegations
from the two countries in at-
tendance, seeking to deepen
commercial ties.

Officials from Kazakhstan’s Na-
tional Chamber of Entrepreneurs,
Iran Chamber of Commerce, In-
dustries, Mines and Agriculture
(ICCIMA) and representatives of
Iranian and Kazakh companies
also attended the event.
Speaking at the conference,
[ranian  President  Masoud
Pezeshkian said Iran aims to
build a stable network of coop-
eration and mutual investment
between the private sectors of
the two countries, calling the
Central Asian nation a strategic
partner.

ICCIMA Head Samad Hassanza-
deh, for his part, outlined four
key obstacles to Iran—Kazakhstan
trade and called for joint planning
and stronger private-sector in-
volvement to remove them. He
said completion of the North-
South  Corridor infrastructure
should be a top priority.

He said the current bilateral trade
of roughly three hundred and fif-
ty million dollars could grow sev-
eral-fold in the short term, given
existing potential and political
backing.

Hassanzadeh said the presence
of senior officials at the forum
underscored shared determina-
tion to expand economic ties,
noting Kazakhstan’s importance
as a major Gentral Asian econo-
my and strategic partner.

He said proximity, stable political
ties, and opportunities in ener-
gy, agriculture, mining, Caspian
shipping, petrochemicals, met-
als, food industries, engineering
services, and pharmaceuticals
provide a strong basis for deeper
cooperation.
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Women’s dou-
bles win bronze
at 2025 AYPG

Narjes  Soltan

the Games in 11 sports.

Mohammadi/
Hananeh Nejati from Iran lost to Ja-
pan’s Asako Kurashimo/Miura Riri
3-0 in the U23 Women’s Doubles
Classes WD14-20 Semifinals and
claimed a bronze medal at the 2025
Asian Youth Para Games (AYPG).
Iran has sent 194 Para athletes to

The 2025 edition of the Asian Youth
Para Games features 11 sports - ar-
chery, athletics, badminton, boccia,
goalball, powerlifting, swimming,
taekwondo, table tennis, wheelchair
basketball and armwrestling.

The fifth edition of the 2025 Asian
Youth Para Games is being held in
Dubai from Dec.10-13.

The Best Time to Drink
Lemon Water for Weight Loss,
According to Science

Source:
By:

Starting your day with lemon water is an
easy, refreshing way to support your weight
loss goals by improving digestion, increas-
ing hydration, boosting vitamin C levels,
and more. While research is limited on this
topic, there’s no real downside to making
lemon water part of your daily routine.1
How Morning Lemon Water Supports
Weight Loss

It's proven that drinking lemon water in the
morning can help support healthy weight
management in a few ways.

Promotes Hydration

An early-morning glass of lemon water

contributes to daily hydration levels, which
can help you lose weight. Drinking more
water is linked to increased fat breakdown
and reduced food intake.2 Studies also
show that staying hydrated may lead to
a lower body weight, decreased body fat
mass, and smaller waist circumference.3
Serves as a Zero-Calorie Beverage
Drinking lemon water first thing in the
morning may make it less likely that you’ll
reach for a sugary coffee or other sweet-
ened beverage since the lemon flavors the
water. Choosing water over beverages high
in calories is associated with increased

weight loss and a lower chance of develop-
ing obesity over time.45

Keeps You Feeling Full

Drinking water, including lemon water, in
the morning or before meals, can help you
feel fuller for longer and consume fewer
calories. Over time, this practice may sup-
port an increase in weight 10ss.6

Keep in mind that the most available re-
search is on water alone, not lemon water
specifically. Additional evidence is needed
to link lemon water's impact on weight
loss.

6 Benefits of Lemon Water

Staying hydrated by drinking plenty of wa-
ter is key to keeping your body functioning
properly.7 Adding lemon to water gives
you an additional boost of antioxidants,
vitamin G, magnesium, vitamin B6, and
more.8

Along with weight management, lemon
and water combined may support your
overall health, including:

* Supporting digestion: Lemon juice’s citric
acid can trigger digestive fluid secretion,
helping the body break down food in the
stomach.910 Drinking lemon water be-
fore a meal may also relax the intestines’

i

muscles, helping food move through the
digestive tract.11

 Reducing bloating: The potassium in
lemons helps regulate the body’s sodium
levels, contributing to bloating.12

* Improving skin health: Lemon water con-
tains vitamin G, an antioxidant that aids in
wound healing, may reduce inflammation,
and can increase collagen (a protein that
supports the skin’s elasticity), leading to
smoother skin.1314

* Managing appetite control

* Increasing energy

* Preventing kidney stones

Iran’s heavy crude oil price edged lower in November in line with
other grades in the OPEC basket, the group’s latest monthly re-

port showed.

The average price of Iran’s heavy crude fell to $64.25 a barrel in
November from $64.74 in October, down 49 cents, according to

the report.

The average price so far in 2025 stands at $70.21 a
barrel, compared with $80.30 in the same period of

2024.

The OPEC reference basket averaged $64.46 a barrel in Novem-

year earlier.

bpd.

ber, down 74 cents from $65.20 in October. The basket has av-
eraged $70.27 a barrel so far this year, compared with $80.49 a

Based on secondary sources, total OPEC crude output in
October slipped by 1,000 barrels per day to 28.48 million
bpd. Iran’s production fell by 19,000 bpd to 3.221 million

Output from OPEC+ allies rose by 44,000 bpd to 14.585 million
bpd, lifting combined OPEC and non-OPEC production by 43,000
bpd to 43.065 million bpd.

Ethiopian parframent speaker says
expandimg bilateral ¢ies with Iran a ‘priority

B |
Ethiopia’s Parliament Speaker, Tagesse
Chafo, said Saturday that strengthening
and expanding bilateral relations with Iran
is a top priority, highlighting opportunities
for deeper political, economic, and cultur-
al cooperation between the two countries
amid their recent BRICS membership.
Speaking at a joint press conference with
Mohammad Bager Qalibaf, Speaker of
Iran’s Parliament, Chafo emphasized the
long-standing diplomatic ties between
the two nations. “Diplomatic relations
between Ethiopia and Iran have existed
for over seven decades. Today, the high-
est-level Ethiopian delegation is visiting
Tehran to further develop these historic
ties,” he said.
Qalibaf, who hosted the Ethiopian delega-
tion in Tehran, noted that Iran and Ethi-
opia have shared political and economic
relations for over 70 years and aim to
broaden cooperation in multiple sectors.
“Ethiopia is one of Africa’s largest coun-
tries, both in terms of population and
economic potential. Strengthening eco-
nomic, political, and cultural relations is
a natural next step,” he said.
Both officials highlighted the importance

of parliamentary diplomacy in fostering
closer ties. Qalibaf said that friendship
groups and parliamentary commissions
from both countries would work to deep-
en collaboration and create opportunities
for joint initiatives in the shortest possible
time.

Chafo stressed that Iran and Ethiopia
share strong historical and cultural con-
nections, and that their joint BRICS mem-
bership provides a unique platform for
enhanced cooperation. “During this visit,
we have laid the groundwork for strong-
er relations across multiple sectors and
hope to see significant growth in political,
economic, and cultural ties,” he said.

The Ethiopian delegation also met with
Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi to
discuss avenues for expanding bilateral
trade, investment, and cultural exchange
programs. The visit included formal re-
ceptions by Manoochehr Motaki, head
of the Iranian-Ethiopian Parliamentary
Friendship Group, and Abolfazl Amouyi,
Special Assistant to the Speaker for Inter-
national Affairs.

Both sides indicated plans for reciprocal
parliamentary visits, with an Iranian dele-

- &
gation expected to travel to Ethiopia in the
near future. Qalibaf also noted that Prime
Minister Abiy Ahmed had previously
promised to visit Tehran, signaling further
opportunities to strengthen political and
economic relations.

The visit underlines Iran’s ongoing in-
terest in developing ties with African
countries, while supporting regional
stability and mutual economic growth.
Officials highlighted potential collabora-
tion in agriculture, energy, engineering,
technical sectors, and knowledge-based
industries.

In early May, Ethiopia and Iran signed
a memorandum of understanding to
strengthen collaboration between their
national police forces in areas such as
intelligence sharing, cross-border crime
prevention, and security training—an
initiative experts say increases Tehran’s
influence in the Horn of Africa.

In Tehran, the Ethiopian delegation will
also engage in discussions with Iranian
President Masoud Pezeshkian, aiming
to enhance economic, cultural, and polit-
ical relations between the two countries
through parliamentary diplomacy.

Iran has detained a foreign oil tanker
accused of carrying contraband fuel
in the Sea of Oman.

The seizure is part of intelligence and
monitoring work to track down suspi-
cious fuel smuggling activities along
the country’s sea borders, said Mojta-
ba Qahremani, the director general of
the Justice Department of southern
Hormozgan province.

“Having received a judicial permit,
law enforcers inspected a foreign oil
tanker in waters within the Iranian ter-
ritory in the west of the Jask port city.
As the vessel had committed numer-
ous maritime violations and lacked
enough documents on its cargo, the
law enforcers seized it on charges
of carrying some 6 million liters of
smuggled fuel,” said the official.
Accordingly, a legal case was filed
with the local Revolution and Public
Prosecutor’s Office, and legal pro-
ceedings are underway to review the
accusations, added the official. 18
suspects, including the captain and
crew of the foreign oil tanker, are cur-
rently in Iranian custody to complete
investigations.

Recently, Iran detained another vessel
carrying smuggled fuel in the Persian
Gulf. A commander of Iran’s Islam-
ic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC)
said an Eswatini(Swaziland)-flagged
vessel carrying 350,000 liters of con-
traband fuel had been detained in the
Persian Gulf waters.

“Inline with protecting and safeguard-
ing the sea borders of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, especially in the Per-
sian Gulf, ... a Swaziland-flagged ship

Non-lranian oil tanker smuggling fuel
seized m Sea of Oman

carrying smuggled fuel (gas oil) was
seized,” said General Heydar Mojar-
ad, an IRGC naval commander.

He added some 13 crewmembers,
one of them from a neighboring
country and some from India, were
on the vessel when it was intercepted.
In mid-November, the IRGC’s na-
val forces seized a Marshall Is-
lands-flagged tanker in the southern
coastal region of Sistan and Balouch-
estan after receiving a judicial order.
The vessel, named Talara, was head-
ing through the Strait of Hormuz with
“Iranian petrochemical products...
illegally transported towards Singa-
pore,” the IRGC said at the time. The
company managing the tanker con-
firmed later that Iran had released the
tanker and its 21 crew members were
all safe.

In another related development, Iran
recently busted a fuel theft network in
Hormozgan Province.

Iran continues to grapple with wide-
spread fuel smuggling, both overland
and through maritime routes, a prob-
lem fueled by the country’s heavily
subsidized fuel prices—among the
lowest in the world. The sharp price
gap between Iran and neighboring
countries has long encouraged large-
scale illegal fuel transfers.

In response, Iranian authorities, in
coordination with the Armed Forces,
have intensified efforts to intercept
smugglers by land and sea. Official
figures indicate that an estimated 25
million liters of fuel products, includ-
ing gasoline and diesel, were smug-
gled out of Iran each day in 2024.
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