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sional to Isfahan’s economy
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5,000 National Housing
Movement units to be ready
for delivery by March 2026
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South Korea’s
positive signal to
Isfahan’s economy

During his visit to Isfahan Prov-
ince, South Korean Ambassador
to Iran Kim Junpyo paid a visit to
the Isfahan Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines, and Agriculture,
where he met with Amir Keshani,
the chamber’s president. They
discussed expanding cooperation
between South Korea and Isfahan.
In the meeting with the Isfahan
Chamber’s president, the South
Korean envoy said: “l had heard
so much about Isfahan, so | really
wanted to see its historical tradition
and culture, and also the developed
industrial conditions here. | wanted
to hear about them, while meeting
all of you.”

Amir Keshani, the chamber’s pres-
ident, for his part emphasized that
Isfahan is known for its excellence
in many industrial fields and ranks
first in Iran in several sectors.

The South Korean ambassador
also participated in the Businesses
Meeting to Explore Trade and In-
vestment Opportunities in Isfahan
and South Korea. The meeting ex-
amined the industrial, economic,
tourism, and cultural capacities of
both sides, as well as avenues for
expanding joint cooperation. Em-
phasis was placed on the need to
strengthen mutual understanding,
increase trade exchanges, develop
technological cooperation, and cre-
ate new opportunities for tourism
and investment between Isfahan
and South Korea.

Amir Keshani, the president of the
Isfahan Chamber, highlighted Isfa-
han’s unique characteristics in his-
tory, art, architecture, and culture,
stating: “The people of this city,
through perseverance and exten-
sive effort, have created valuable
capacities for developing economic
relations.”

Emphasizing the history of coop-
eration between Isfahan merchants
and South Korean economic ac-
tors, he added: “The export of food-
stuffs, chemicals, steel, and some
other goods from Isfahan to Korea,
and the import of paper products
and medical equipment from Ko-
rea, exemplify this cooperation.”
Keshani described the broad pres-
ence of Isfahan’s economic actors
at the meeting as indicative of seri-
ous interest in expanding relations
and said: “The Isfahan Chamber is
fully prepared to host Korean trade
delegations. Isfahan’s exhibition
events should be introduced to
Korean merchants to provide more
opportunities for interaction.”
Kim Junpyo, the South Korean
ambassador to Iran, expressed
his pleasure at being in Isfahan,
describing the city as “a symbol
of Iran’s history, culture, and civ-
ilization,” and said: “Visiting Isfa-
han has been a long-standing wish
of mine. From the earliest textile
industries to steel, refineries, au-
tomobiles, and knowledge-based
companies, this city plays a
strategic role in the country’s
economy.”

Referring to the similar industrial
paths of the two countries, he stat-
ed: “Combining Isfahan’s powerful
industrial capacities with South Ko-
rea’s experience in digital transfor-
mation could create a new wave of
global economic cooperation. Ko-
rean companies usually prefer co-
operation with Iranian government
institutions, but with increased un-
derstanding, cooperation with the
private sector will also expand.”
The South Korean ambassador to
Iran emphasized that increasing
interaction and familiarity between
companies of the two countries is a
prerequisite for expanding sustain-
able cooperation.

“I believe the future potential for
cooperation is enormous. | hope
this session marks the beginning of
our future cooperation”, the envoy
emphasized.

_www.esfahan-news.com

[staban, Iraqn Kurdistan explore ways to expand economic cooperation

During a recent meeting
held at the place of Isfahan
Chamber of Commerce, the
ways to expand cooperation
in different areas, especially
economy and trade, between
Isfahan and Kurdistan Auton-
omous Region of Iraq were
discussed.

Representatives from both
sides described Isfahan as a

strategic city for expanding
exchanges and the active
presence of lIraqi traders,
tourists, and students.

According to the Public Rela-
tions Department of the Isfa-
han Chamber of Commerce,
the meeting also stressed
the necessity of establishing
direct flights between Isfa-
han and Sulaymaniyah as an
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effective measure to facilitate
travel and expand economic
and cultural interactions.

Mohammad Reza Gol-Ahmad,
a member of the Board of
Representatives of the Isfahan
Chamber of Commerce, high-
lighted the extensive econom-
ic and cultural capacities of
the province, stating: “Isfahan
is a city with a rich historical

background and valuable an-
cient artifacts, and its handi-
crafts can be highly attractive
to visitors.”

Gol-Ahmad emphasized Is-
fahan’s prominent industrial
position, adding: “Isfahan is
considered one of the coun-
try’s major industrial hubs,
and lran’s largest producers
in various industrial sectors
operate in this province.” Ac-
cording to him, Isfahan is a
comprehensive city for famil-
iarizing oneself with various
industries.

Mustafa Abdulrahman, the
president of the Union of
Importers and Exporters of
Kurdistan Region Iraq (UIEK),
for his turn, announced the
development of economic
and transportation coopera-
tion between Isfahan and the
Kurdistan Region.

Referring to the long land
route between Isfahan and
Sulaymaniyah, he said: “The
land route takes about 18 to
20 hours and is not suitable
for the health of traders and
tourists. Since last year, nec-
essary follow-ups have begun
to establish direct flights.”
The president of the Union of
Importers and Exporters of
Kurdistan Region described
Isfahan as one of Iran’s indus-
trial hubs and emphasized:
“The Kurdistan Region in-
tends to expand its industrial
and commercial cooperation
with this province, and es-
tablishing direct flights will
facilitate the presence of trad-

ers, historical and cultural
tourists, and Iraqgi students in
Isfahan.”

Abdulrahman also noted the
presence of over four thou-
sand Iragi students in Iran,
stating: “This flight will pro-
vide easier access for them
from neighboring provinces
and help strengthen cultural
and academic ties between
the two regions.”

On the sidelines of this visit,
B2B meetings were held be-
tween members of the Isfahan
Chamber of Commerce and
20 Iraqgi trade delegations.
These sessions provided a
valuable opportunity for direct
business dialogues, exchange
of experiences, and explora-
tion of areas for joint coop-
eration, enabling both sides
to discuss existing capacities
in various fields and examine
opportunities for developing
economic relations and joint
investments.

Additionally, delegation mem-
bers introduced their capabil-
ities and potentials in domes-
tic and international markets,
emphasizing the importance
of establishing robust trade
networks to expand exports
and imports.

This event also paved the way
for signing memoranda of
understanding and coopera-
tion agreements in the near
future between companies
and investors from the two
countries, playing an effective
role in strengthening Iran-Irag
economic relations.

Iraman ’I‘urklsh private sectors emphasize strengthening bilateral ties

During the side programs of the Teh-
ran Chamber of Commerce, Industries,
Mines, and Agriculture (TCCIMA)'s
delegation at the Plast Eurasia Istanbul
exhibition, a meeting was held between
this delegation and a group of board
members and managers of the Istanbul
Chamber of Commerce.

In this meeting, both sides, referring to
the longstanding friendly, cultural, and
economic relations between Iran and
Turkey, emphasized strengthening con-
nections through the exchange of trade
delegations, participation in exhibitions,
and joint investment.

Munur Ustun, a member of the execu-
tive board of the Istanbul Chamber of
Commerce, referring to the memoran-
dum of understanding signed between
the two chambers last year, described

/

the presence of Iranian companies in
Turkey and specialized exhibitions as
valuable and stated: “The current vol-
ume of trade between the two countries
falls short of the existing potential.”

He then addressed the impact of glob-
al economic developments and the
constraints caused by sanctions, and
emphasizing the need to facilitate the
foreign trade environment and create a
secure path for private sector coopera-
tion, said that direct meetings between
merchants are an important step to
compensate for shortcomings.

Turkish merchants invited to visit Iran
Addressing the meeting, Hervik Yari-
janiyan, Chairman of the Industry
and Mining Committee of the Tehran
Chamber, stated that with over 47,000
members, this chamber has extensive

capacity for cooperation with Turkish
economic actors, adding: “The social,
political, and cultural relations between
the two countries are at a high level,
but the level of trade exchange does
not correspond with these realities.
Therefore, through the exchange of
trade delegations, participation in exhi-
bitions, and joint investment, coopera-
tion between the two countries can be
strengthened.”

He also invited the Istanbul Chamber
of Commerce to travel to Tehran as a
trade delegation to further expand the
grounds for joint cooperation.
Subsequently, Hessameddin Hallaj,
Deputy for International Affairs and
Trade Development of the Tehran
Chamber, referring to the continuous
dispatch of trade delegations in recent
years and the active presence of the
Tehran Chamber at Plast Eurasia 2025,
said: “Face-to-face dialogues between
Iranian and Turkish actors can lead to
the development of economic rela-
tions.”

He also announced the continuation of
cooperation between the two chambers
based on last year's memorandum of
understanding and expressed hope that
the Tehran Chamber would soon host a
delegation of Turkish merchants.
Diversity of Iran’s export items to Tur-
key increases

During this meeting, Kamran Davari-
Nikou, Consul General of Iran in Istan-
bul, referring to the increase in the trade
between the two countries to $19.4 bil-

lion, said the diversity of Iran’s export
goods to Turkey has increased from
700 items in previous years to 1,383
items.

Referring to the presence of 45 Irani-
an companies at the Plast Eurasia ex-
hibition and several dispatched trade
delegations, he described this trend
as a sign of the high potential for eco-
nomic cooperation between Iran and
Turkey.

Uzcan Tokul, Deputy Secretary General
of the Istanbul Chamber of Commerce,
in his remarks, deemed the current
trade volume between Iran and Turkey
insufficient and stated that the Istanbul
Chamber would seriously continue its
policy of receiving and supporting Ira-
nian trade delegations.

At the end of this meeting, it was also
decided that the Tehran Chamber of
Commerce would prepare the ground-
work for a trade delegation from the
Istanbul Chamber of Commerce to
travel to Tehran through official corre-
spondence.

The Plast Eurasia Istanbul 2025 exhibi-
tion, as one of the largest polymer and
plastics industry events in the region,
was held this year with extensive partic-
ipation from international companies.
The Tehran Chamber of Commerce, by
setting up a pavilion, has provided a
platform for introducing the capabilities
of the country’s polymer industry, hold-
ing specialized meetings, negotiating
with actors in this industry, and devel-
oping trade cooperation.

After ‘war on global technology,” Iran pushes for advanced stealth missiles

The commander of Iran’s Islamic Revolution Guards
Corps (IRGC) has declared that enhancing the coun-
try’s stealth-missile technology is a critical priority. He
also issued a warning that any new Israeli aggression
would be met with a response more severe than ever

before.

Speaking on Sunday at Imam Hussein (AS) University
in Tehran, Major General Mohammad Pakpour said
Iran has thoroughly analyzed the recent 12-day war |s-
rael and the U.S. imposed against the country in June.
He decribed the conflict as a technological battle, stat-

ing, “It had not been only the Zionist regime confront-
ing Iran; rather, the Americans, Europeans, and many
other countries had joined the confrontation, meaning
Iran had effectively fought against global technology.”
The commander highlighted that artificial intelligence
was a “fundamental factor” for both sides during the
hostilities. He insisted that the enemy now under-
stands the consequences of provocation, noting, “The
adversaries have concluded in their assessments that
they will not undertake such actions.” Despite this,
Pakpour stressed that Iran must intensify its military

improve.

preparedness and scientific development to address
weaknesses and counter the enemy’s own efforts to

He called upon IRGC scientific centers, specifically
naming Imam Hussein University, to assist in ad-
vancing weaponry. A key focus, he noted, must be
on stealth capabilities for missiles. “If Iran can equip
its missiles with stealth capabilities, it will be able to
further increase the penetration rate of its missiles
through the Zionist regime’s defense shield,” Pakpour
emphasized.
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Iranians appear
to be growing im-
patient with UAE’s
recurring claims to

Persian islands

Parliament Speaker Mohammad
Bager Qalibaf has called on Iran’s
neighbors not to test the deter-
mination of the Iranian people in
safeguarding the nation’s territorial
integrity, including the three Per-
sian Gulf islands of Greater Tunb,
Lesser Tunb, and Bu Musa, reiter-
ating that they are “an integral part
of Iran.”

The top Parliamentarian categori-
cally condemned allegations about
the United Arab Emirates (UAE)'s
ownership of three Iranian Persian
Gulf islands rehashed in a state-
ment issued recently by the Persian
Gulf Cooperation Council (PGCC).
“These unfounded and ludicrous
claims generally made as a result of
provocation by other countries run
counter to the principle of respect-
ing countries’ territorial integrity
and good neighborliness,” he said.
Qalibaf reiterated that Iran favors
tranquillity in the region.

“We have always sought to estab-
lish stability and promote peace
and respect for the principle of
good neighborliness, and neigh-
bors are expected to follow suit,”
the top parliamentarian noted.
A day earlier, Advisor to the Leader
of the Islamic Revolution Ali Akbar
Velayati said in a statement that re-
gional countries must refrain from
“provoking” Iran, adding that polit-
ical statements do not change the
reality on the ground.

The Persian Gulf islands of Bu
Musa and the Greater and Lesser
Tunbs have historically been part of
Iran, proof of which can be found
and corroborated by countless his-
torical, legal, and geographical doc-
uments in Iran and other parts of
the world. Some of the documents
date back to over 2,000 years ago.
The UAE was established in 1971.
Before that, the Sheikhdoms were
under the control of Britan, which
had also occupied a number of Per-
sian Gulf islands, including the trio,
from 1921 to 1971. Iran restored
its sovereignty through an opera-
tion carried out two days before the
UAE announced its establishment.
Abu Dhabi has laid claim to the
three islands for several years now,
prompting consistent reactions
from Iran. However, the latest re-
marks from Qalibaf and Velayati are
the most forceful to date, suggest-
ing Tehran may be growing impa-
tient with the UAE’s behavior. The
only realistic scenario for the UAE
to gain control would be a military
attack—a highly unlikely option
given its significantly smaller naval
force, which remains largely de-
pendent on the United States.

A recent naval drill held by the
Islamic Revolution Guard Corps
(IRGC) is believed to have been
aimed at preparing for potential
confrontation with the United
States, which attacked Iran in
June and has signalled it may do
so again. Analysts, however, say
it could also serve as a warning
to regional states that might seek
to undermine Iran’s sovereignty
and territorial integrity. During the
exercise, several advanced weap-
ons were tested. These included a
missile with a range “longer than
the length of the Persian Gulf,” ac-
cording to IRGC Navy Commander
Brigadier General Alireza Tangsiri
who oversaw the drill. Abu Dhabi’s
posture has also unnerved Irani-
an citizens, who have organized
several online petitions asking the
government to move towards the
liberation of the Iranian islands of
Aryana and Zarkooh, which the
UAE claims ownership of.
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MPs denounce ‘ter-
roristic’ US threats
in discussions with
Venezuelan envoy

A group of Iranian parliamentar-
ians have denounced the United
States” escalating threats against
Venezuela.

“The nature of the U.S. is terroris-
tic and organized smuggling, but it
attacks other countries under the
same pretext,” said Ebrahim Azizi,
the head of the National Security
and Foreign Policy Committee of
Iranian Parliament in a meeting
with  Venezuelan Ambassador
to Iran José Rafael Silva Aponte
where several other committee
members were also present.
His remarks follow a significant
U.S. military buildup in the Carib-
bean, justified as counter-narcot-
ics operations. Beginning in late
August, this escalation has includ-
ed warships, surveillance aircraft,
and special forces, culminating
with the USS Gerald R. Ford’s
deployment. U.S. forces have also
conducted multiple strikes on ves-
sels they claim were smuggling
drugs, killing over 85 individuals.
The killings, condemned by legal
experts as unlawful extrajudicial
actions, have so far been car-
ried out without public evidence.
President Donald Trump has said
he may further heighten tensions
by launching a direct invasion
of Venezuela. He has reportedly
told President Nicolas Maduro
that he would stand down if the
Venezuelan leader resigns, leaves
the country, and allows a U.S.-en-
dorsed figure to replace him.
Analysts cite Washington’s his-
torical inclination to control South
American governments and a
desire to access Venezuela’s un-
matched oil reserves as likely
motivations for the current cir-
cumstances. “In practice, the U.S.
has always supported terrorism.
American intelligence and security
agencies are basically the found-
ers of state terrorism,” Azizi added
during the Saturday meeting with
the Venezuelan envoy.

He underlined Washington sup-
plies and used weapons of mass
destruction as well as chemical
arms and has never sought to
fight terrorists and support hu-
man rights and will never do so.
“The U.S. has bad and ugly re-
cords in the Caribbean. This be-
havior of Washington is just an
excuse to counter the Venezuelan
nation’s will.
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What Happens to Your Body When 3
You Eat Beans hegularly
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By:

Beans are a nutritious, convenient, ver-
satile, and economical legume (a plant
that includes pods).1 Beans contain a
unique combination of fiber, protein,
vitamins, and minerals, offering many
health benefits, such as improving
blood sugar and cholesterol and aiding
digestion.

1. May Lower Cholesterol

Beans are rich in complex carbohy-
drates, such as dietary fiber. In addi-
tion to promoting feelings of fullness,
regulating bowels, and assisting in
blood sugar control, fiber helps to low-
er cholesterol. Soluble fiber acts like a
sponge, absorbing fluid and creating a
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gel-like substance that pulls cholester-
ol out of the body.2

2. Provides Iron

Beans contain plant-based iron, which
has various roles. Iron is essential for
neurological development, cellular
functioning, synthesis of hormones,
and physical growth.3

Beans contain nonheme iron, which is
not efficiently absorbed by the body.
However, eating iron-rich foods with
foods high in vitamin C can increase
absorption.

3. May Reduce Blood Pressure

Beans are naturally low in sodium
and fat and a good source of potassi-

phasizes unity

um, which may help lower your blood
pressure. Potassium is an electrolyte
that helps reduce tension in blood ves-
sel walls and promotes sodium loss
through urine, both of which work to
lower blood pressure.4

4. Provides Folate

Folate is the natural form of vitamin
B9. Adequate folate intake is essential
during pregnancy, which decreases
the chances of congenital disabilities.5
Folate also plays a role in homocyst-
eine metabolism, DNA synthesis, and
rapid cell growth.6

5. Lowers Risk of Type 2 Diabetes
One-half cup serving of beans pro-

President Masoud Pezeshkian has
reiterated the critical importance
of national unity and constructive
dialogue to address the challenges
confronting Iran. Speaking at a Stu-
dent Day ceremony in Tehran, he
explained that solving the nation’s

e,

vides about 11% of your
magnesium needs.1 Magne-

sium is an essential mineral that has
many roles in the body. It’s a cofactor
(coenzyme) in more than 300 enzyme
systems involved in protein synthesis,
blood sugar and blood pressure regu-
lation, and muscle and nerve function.
Diets high in magnesium are associat-
ed with a lower risk of developing type
2 diabetes.7

6. Supports Immune Function
Plant-based foods like beans are rich
in polyphenols, compounds with
antioxidant and anti-inflammatory

properties. However, their role in im-

problems requires collective effort
and harmony. The president stated
that all segments of society, left or
right, share responsibility for current
issues, which include longstanding
imbalances in electricity, water, fi-
nance, environment, and culture.

mune health continues to

be investigated.8 Beans also
contain zinc, an essential mineral that
enhances immune function.9
7. Ofters Prebiotics for Gut Health
Resistant starch is a fiber found in
beans and pulses (peas). It acts as
a prebiotic by promoting the growth
of beneficial gut bacteria and en-
hancing fatty acid production in the
colon.10
8. Keeps Bowels Regular
9. Increases Feelings of Fullness
10. Supports Blood Sugar Regulation
11. Provides Protein for Non-Meat
Eaters

The managing director of New Towns Development Company announced
the company’s readiness to deliver 5,000 units of the National Housing
Movement Plan by the end of the current Iranian calendar year (March 20,
2026), stating: “Approximately 52,000 National Housing Movement units in
these towns have achieved over 50 percent physical progress.”

Shahram Maleki noted the average physical progress of National Housing
Movement units in new towns has risen significantly from 18 percent to 36
percent since the beginning of the 14th administration.

Maleki, who is also the deputy minister of transport and urban development,
further stated: “Currently, among the ongoing National Housing Movement

Tehran ready for
dialogue, hut only
after US policy
shilt, Araghchi
SV

Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi
says Tehran remains unconvinced that the
United States is prepared to engage in gen-
uine and serious negotiations over the fu-
ture of nuclear talks, while reaffirming that
Tehran is ready to resume dialogue if the
United States adopts a fair and balanced
approach.

In an interview with Japan’s Kyodo News,
Araghchi said Iran is open to diplomacy but
only under fair and balanced terms. “If they
change their approach and are ready for a
fair, bilateral negotiation, we are also pre-
pared,” he stated. “But negotiation is dif-
ferent from dictation. For now, we are not
convinced that they are ready for a real and

units in new towns, about 25,700 units have over 70 percent physical pro-
gress, and more than 25,000 National Housing Movement units in new
towns have between 50 percent and 70 percent physical progress.”
According to him, the plan of the New Towns Development Company is to
deliver five thousand residential units of the National Housing Movement
by the end of this year.
Maleki, recalling that one of the conditions for the success of housing pro-
jects is the cooperation of banks, explained: There is still potential for further
utilization of projects, but cooperation and collaboration from service-pro-
viding agencies, including water and sewage and electricity, are needed.

serious dialogue.”

Araghchi said the core dispute centers
on Washington’s refusal to acknowledge
Iran’s right to peaceful nuclear technology
under the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT), including uranium enrichment. He
noted that Japan is a signatory to the trea-
ty, while Israel has never joined it.

Despite these differences, Araghchi said
Tehran is willing to accept limits on enrich-
ment levels and the types of centrifuges
it operates. He added that talks could ad-
vance quickly if the U.S. recognized Iran’s
peaceful nuclear program and lifted sanc-
tions. When the U.S. President Trump with-
drew from the 2015 nuclear agreement—
under which Iran accepted restrictions on
its nuclear activities in exchange for sanc-
tions relief—he reimposed sanctions and
announced that they would only be lifted
if Iran accepted a new deal dismantling
its nuclear program entirely. Instead, Iran
accelerated and expanded its nuclear activ-
ities. Now, following the war Israel initiated
in June with the support of Washington,
Trump insists that Iran must not only re-
nounce nuclear weapons but also sever
ties with “Resistance” groups and limit the
range of its missiles. Iranian officials have
again rejected these demands. On Sunday,
the spokesperson for Iran’s Foreign Minis-
try said the United States must fundamen-

tally revise its approach if it seeks mean-
ingful negotiations with Tehran, noting that
“changing long-standing habits is often
difficult or even impossible.” He added
that Washington has a “very long record of
interference in Iran’s internal affairs,” and
that Iran’s experience shows U.S. calls for
“reasonable negotiations” often amount to
“dictation rather than dialogue.”

Araghchi also addressed the impact of
recent military escalations, saying Iran
had been engaged in talks with the Unit-
ed States when Israel launched a sudden
attack. Israel's June 13 operation killed
senior Iranian commanders, nuclear scien-
tists, and civilians. More than a week lat-
er, the United States joined the conflict by
bombing three Iranian nuclear sites.
According to Araghchi, the sites were
“bombarded, destroyed, and severely
damaged,” an action he described as “per-
haps the greatest violation of international
law” ever committed against an IAEA-mon-
itored facility.
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