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Israel, not Russia,
is damaging Iran-Po-
land ties

Iran and Poland have traditionally
enjoyed frictionless ties. However,
this relationship hit a snag in October
when Polish Foreign Minister Ra-
dostaw Sikorski attended an anti-Iran
presentation at the UK Parliament.
The event was orchestrated by the
U.S.-based group United Against
Nuclear Iran (UANI)—a notorious Zi-
onist organization that advocates for
sanctions against Iran and backed the
illegal U.S.-Israeli assaults on Iranian
soil that killed over 1,000 people back
in June.

While there, Sikorski stood next to a
drone he claimed Iran had sold Russia
for use in the Ukraine war and leveled
a host of accusations against Tehran.
This move prompted Iran to summon
the Polish Chargé d’Affaires. Subse-
quently, Sikorski took to X to respond
to a condemnation issued by Iranian
Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi, of-
fering even more outrageous claims
and insults against Iranians.

In his X post, the Polish Foreign Min-
ister adopted the tired Israeli narra-
tive, demanding that Iran focus on
rebuilding the “Persian civilization”
instead of “exporting the Islamic rev-
olution and enriching uranium.” This
stance was arguably the most Israe-
li-aligned position any foreign official
could take against Iran.

The Tehran Times covered the saga,
interviewing a renowned professor
who argued that Poland had forgotten
the favor Iran extended during WWII,
when Iranians accepted countless
Polish refugees and saved them from
German persecution.  Cemeteries
where these refugees lie, having lived
out the rest of their lives in Iran, still
exist today. The professor concluded
that Poland was tainting Iran-Polish
ties solely to appease the Israeli lob-
by.

Next came the interaction between the
Tehran Times and the Polish Chargé
d’Affaires in Tehran, Marcin Wilczek.
He informed the daily that he wished
to elaborate on Poland’s position for
the Iranian people and subsequently
sent us an article penned by himself.
What he provided, however, which
we published in its entirety, showed
no sign that the Polish government
intends to repair the ties it has tar-
nished for seemingly no justifiable
reason. In his piece, the diplomat
reminisced about the time Irani-
ans helped the Polish during the
Second World War, asserting that
his country would never forget the
assistance.

Sadly, it seems his country has forgot-
tenitand pays no heed to this history.
The Polish Foreign Minister surely
was not thinking of those days when
he attended an event orchestrated by
an Israeli anti-Iran group only a few
months after Israel launched a deadly
war against Iran. Nor was he think-
ing of that history when he replied
to Araghchi by recycling the old and
repulsive anti-lran narratives of the
Israeli regime.

The Chargé d'Affaires did not men-
tion how his country plans to make
amends. Instead, he attempted to
distort reality, claiming the Polish For-
eign Minister’s extremely [ranophobic
acts and remarks were meant to ad-
dress “Russian threats.” He asserted
that Russia, not Israel, was trying
to meddle in Iran-Poland relations,
concluding his article with slogans
of friendship that lack credibility, giv-
en that the Polish government is still
very much embracing Israeli propa-
ganda regarding Iran.

If the Polish government truly hopes
to mend ties with Iran, it must take
tangible steps to distance itself from
the Zionist groups that are Iran’s
sworn enemies. Deflecting blame
and attempting to inject Russia into
the matter will not work; it will only
make Iranians more skeptical about
whether the Polish truly remember
the harrowing days of WWII, when
Iran helped their country despite its
own difficult circumstances.
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[ran, Pakistan mk several MOUs im Karachi mtl. food agrwulture expo

The ambassador of Paki-
stan to Tehran stated that a
trade delegation from Iran
participated in the Karachi
International Food and Ag-
ricultural Exhibition, and
during the event, the two
countries signed several
memoranda of under-
standing, including a $4
million trade agreement.
Muhammad Mudassir
Tipu announced in a mes-
sage that a 12-member
trade delegation from Iran
participated in the third
International Food and Ag-
riculture Exhibition 2025,
the largest trade exhibition
of food products in Kara-
chi, Pakistan. He added:
“The Iranian delegation at-
tended extensive meetings
with Pakistani companies
in key sectors, including
citrus fruits, agricultural
products such as rice and
meat.” During this exhi-
bition, three memoranda
of understanding, includ-
ing trade commitments
worth over $4 million,
were signed. Several oth-
er memoranda of under-
standing in various sectors
are also being finalized.
The Pakistani ambassa-
dor emphasized: “The
presence of Iranian busi-
nesspeople at the Karachi
Agricultural Exhibition
signifies the deepening en-
gagement of Iran’s private
sector with Pakistan.”

He urged the business
communities  of  both
countries to  continue
deepening their interaction
with each other to achieve
mutual benefits.

The third International
Agriculture Exhibition was
held during November 25-
27 in Karachi. Over 370
Pakistani companies from
more than 20 sub-sectors
of the agriculture-food
industry showcased their
best products and capa-
bilities at the exhibition.
These companies operate
in the fields of agricultur-
al technology, beverages,
confectionery,  cereals,
dairy  products, dried
fruits, fresh and frozen
products, honey, corn,
meat, oilseeds, poultry,
processed foods, rice, salt,
seafood, sesame seeds,
spices, and tobacco.
Representatives from var-
ious Asian, African, and
Western countries  also
participated in this three-
day exhibition event, hold-
ing negotiations with their
Pakistani counterparts and
domestic producers.

Last week, the Commercial
and Investment Attaché of
Pakistan in Iran, during

Food

a meeting with the Vice
President for Internation-
al Affairs and Trade De-
velopment of the Tehran
Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and
Agriculture  (TCCIMA),
and the Commercial At-
taché of Iran in Pakistan,
exchanged views on new
cooperation avenues and
emphasized  expediting
the implementation of the
barter mechanism and
removing trade barriers
between the two countries.
In this meeting, the Com-
mercial Attaché of Iran in
Pakistan provided a report
on the latest developments
in trade exchanges and
the process of advancing
the barter mechanism be-
tween the two countries.
At the beginning of the
meeting,  Hossamuddin
Hallaj, Vice President for
International Affairs and
Trade Development of the
Tehran Chamber, referred
to the history of cooper-
ation between the Cham-
bers of Tehran, Karachi,
and Lahore, as well as the
exchange of delegations
between the private sec-
tors of the two countries
over the past years.

He stated: “The trade value
between the two countries
has reached $3.3 billion
for the first time in histo-
ry, which is promising. To
achieve the target of $10
billion in trade between
Iran and Pakistan, the
Tehran Chamber can ar-
range various programs,
including the exchange
of business figures be-
tween the two countries,
participation in each oth-
er's events, and holding
business  matchmaking
sessions for Iranian and
Pakistani merchants to
foster familiarity, data ex-
change, and exploration
of cooperation areas.” He
also spoke about the pos-
sibility of forming consor-
tiums comprising Iranian
and Pakistani companies
to implement projects and
conduct barter between
the two countries, adding:
“Iran and Pakistan have
placed the compilation of
a list of goods suitable for
barter between the two
countries on their agen-
da, and expediting the
finalization of this list can
accelerate the increase of
trade exchanges between
the two countries.”
Furthermore, Hallaj, refer-
ring to the upcoming “Iran
Mod” exhibition in Decem-
ber this year, requested
the Commercial and In-
vestment Attaché of the
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Pakistani Embassy in Iran
to arrange for the dispatch
of delegations comprising
Pakistani apparel and tex-
tile During the meeting,
Amina Javaid, Commercial
and Investment Attaché of
the Pakistani Embassy in
Iran, emphasized the re-
moval of trade restrictions
between the two countries,
stating: “The Iranian side
has not yet announced
the list of goods suitable
for barter between the
two countries, and it is ex-
pected that this list will be
finalized as soon as possi-
ble so that business actors
can be informed of the fa-
cilities intended to govern
trade relations between the
two countries.”

The Commercial and In-
vestment Attaché of the
Pakistani  Embassy in
Iran also pointed out that
Iran’s protective policies
regarding domestic pro-
duction make the process
of forming preferential and
free trade between the two
countries difficult.

She continued by men-
tioning that she had pro-
posed the formation of
a joint committee in the
field of transportation and
expressed the readiness of
the Pakistani side to form
a corresponding consor-
tium in Karachi, adding:
“The purpose of forming
these consortiums is that
at least two selected and
trustworthy  consortiums
begin work to implement
barter before a public call
is issued.”

The Commercial and In-
vestment Attaché of the
Pakistani Embassy in Iran
also referred to the regular
meetings of Pakistani cus-
toms and executive bodies
for the operationalization
of the barter mechanism
and expressed hope that
with the finalization of the
barter mechanism by Iran,
the flow of trade exchang-
es between the two coun-
tries would accelerate,
and the remaining issues
would be resolved through
joint committees.

She then pointed to some
Iranian trade restrictions
on the import of certain
goods, including ready-
made garments, and while
emphasizing the removal
of these restrictions, stat-
ed that joint investment in
the apparel sector is also
possible.

During the meeting, Mo-
rad Ne'mati Zargaran,
Commercial Attaché of
Iran in Pakistan, explained
the latest status of the
formation of the barter

mechanism between the
two countries, noting that
given the negotiations, the
Pakistani side has finalized
the cooperation issue.

He stated, “The coopera-
tion structure should be in
the form of a consortium,
and individual or bilateral
action is not considered by
the counterpart,” adding:
“Forming a consortium
facilitates the implemen-
tation process and will
prevent potential problems
along the way. Further-
more, consortium mem-
bers are obliged to accept
commitments jointly and
severally. This increases
the counterpart’s con-
fidence and guarantees
the proper fulfillment of
commitments. In fact, a
cohesive team is formed
that will have the ability to
manage and fully advance
the project.”

Ne’mati continued: “The
proposal is to form a do-
mestic consortium as a
pilot, and on the other
side, with the coordination
carried out, a similar con-
sortium will be formed so
that these two structures
connect. The presence of
reputable and well-known
figures in this mechanism
provides the grounds for
gaining the trust of the for-
eign party.” On November
23, Pakistan’s ambassador
to Iran said Tehran and Is-
lamabad are accelerating
implementation of their
planned free trade agree-
ment, adding that a barter
mechanism between the
two neighbors will become
operational soon. Moham-
mad Mudassir Tipu said
that recent bilateral dis-
cussions showed encour-
aging progress toward
unlocking the commercial
potential of both countries.
He said the two sides are
expediting work on the
Pakistan—Iran free trade
agreement and finalizing
arrangements for a barter
system aimed at easing
payments and boosting
cross-border commerce.
He said a twelve-member
Iranian delegation will trav-
el to Pakistan this week to
attend the International
Exhibition on Agricultural
and Food Industries in Ka-
rachi, with Pakistan’s com-
mercial and investment
counsellor accompanying
the group.

Tipu said Iranian and Pa-
kistani technical teams are
working closely to stream-
line transit trade proce-
dures for exporters.

He added that Iran wel-
comes the participation of

Pakistani chamber officials
in the thirteenth Iran Mode
exhibition, scheduled for
2-5 January 2026 in Teh-
ran, and encouraged Paki-
stani companies to join the
gvent.

He said both sides are also
improving border facilities
to support higher volumes
of bilateral trade.
Pakistan’s commerce min-
ister earlier said the draft
free trade agreement is
undergoing internal review
and will soon be submitted
to the cabinet for approval,
calling for increased ex-
changes of high-level dele-
gations to advance mutual
gconomic interests.
During a visit to Pakistan,
in early November, Mo-
hammad Bagher Qalibaf,
the speaker of the Iranian
parliament (Majlis), and
Mohammad-Ali Dehghan
Dehnavi, the Iranian dep-
uty minister of industry,
mining and trade and
the head of Iran’s Trade
Promotion QOrganization
(TPO), met with some
traders and businessmen
and emphasized issues
such as the development
of commercial coopera-
tion and accelerating the
free trade process be-
tween the two countries.
Iran-Pakistan  business
forum was held in Ka-
rachi, with the presence
of Qalibaf and Dehghan
Dehnavi, along with the
extensive  participation
of Pakistani traders and
businessmen.

At this meeting, topics
such as the development
of commercial cooperation
and accelerating free trade
with Pakistan were empha-
sized. Also, during this trip,
Dehghan Dehnavi met and
held talks with Faiz Ahmed,
the Chairman of the Trade
Development Authority of
Pakistan (TDAP). Topics
discussed in this meet-
ing included free trade,
removing obstacles and
problems in bilateral trade
relations, reviewing bor-
ders and border markets,
and facilitating the cus-
toms processes of the two
countries. On November
1, Iran’s ambassador in
Islamabad and Pakistan’s
Commerce Minister met
and discussed ways to
strengthen bilateral trade
and economic coopera-
tion. Reza Amiri Moghadd-
am, the Ambassador of
the Islamic Republic of
Iran in Islamabad, met and
held talks with Jam Kamal
Khan, Pakistan's Com-
merce Minister.

As reported by Express

Tribune, the meeting dis-
cussed and deliberated on
current initiatives, trade
agreements, and upcom-
ing opportunities aimed
at enhancing economic
relations between the two
neighboring countries.
Jam Kamal invited Iranian
companies and govern-
ment  organizations  to
participate in the FoodAg
exhibition scheduled to be
held from November 25 to
27, 2025, at the Karachi
Expo Centre.

The Pakistani Commerce
Minister, in his remarks,
also emphasized that such
platforms provide valuable
opportunities for Iranian
and Pakistani businesses
to explore trade, projects,
and joint investments in
the agriculture and food
sectors.

He further suggested ar-
ranging high-level visits,
including visits by the
Chief Minister of Pakistan’s
Baluchistan province and
the Governor of Zahedan,
to facilitate cross-border
trade and improve the live-
linoods of people living in
border areas. He also pro-
posed that Pakistani min-
isters from the maritime,
railways, and communi-
cations sectors be invited
to Iran to explore areas of
mutual cooperation.

The Iranian  ambassa-
dor, during the meeting,
recalled previous agree-
ments between the two
countries regarding the
import of rice, meat, corn,
and animal feed, highlight-
ed the progress in bilateral
trade, and noted that Iran
has successfully com-
pleted rice imports and is
ready to purchase animal
feed and corn.

He also stated that flights
between Quetta and Za-
hedan have resumed, en-
hancing connectivity for
people and businesses
between the two sides.
Jam Kamal emphasized
that over the past year,
positive interactions
between Pakistan and
Iran have been fruitful
in  building stronger
economic and trade re-
lations. He informed the
Iranian ambassador dur-
ing the meeting that the
text of the Pakistan-Iran
Free Trade Agreement
(FTA), signed in Islama-
bad, is undergoing inter-
nal review and there are
plans for its formal pres-
entation and approval in
the near future.

Both  sides empha-
sized the shared vision
of their leadership to
achieve annual bilateral
trade worth $10 billion
by 2028 and expressed
satisfaction with the
successful holding of
the 22nd session of the
Pakistan-Iran Joint Eco-
nomic Commission in
Tehran on September
15-16, 2025. During a
press conference at the
Pakistani embassy in
Tehran, on October 27,
Pakistan’s ~ Ambassa-
dor to Iran Muhammad
Mudassir Tipu said the
two countries are poised
for even deeper ties as
a recently signed bar-
ter agreement begins
implementation and ex-
pands to include various
sectors.
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Over 40 industri-
al firms attend
self-sufficiency,
smart industry
expo in Tehran

More than 40 Iranian industrial
companies are participating in the
first Self-Sufficiency and Smart
Industry Conference and Exhi-
bition, which opened in Tehran
under the slogan “From capability
to necessity: an opportunity for
smart investment toward self-suf-
ficiency.”

Komeil Yazdani, the event’s secre-
tary, told IRIB that the exhibition,
organized in cooperation with the
Basij Organization of Industrial
Plants of Tehran, aims to foster
collaboration ~ between  major
manufacturing industries and
knowledge-based firms, while ex-
panding the use of modern tech-
nologies in production.

The exhibition hosts over 40
industrial and  manufacturing
holdings from sectors such as
automotive,  pharmaceuticals,
electronics, artificial intelligence,
packaging, and dairy and bever-
ages, alongside several technol-
ogy-oriented startups and knowl-
edge-based companies.
According to Yazdani, the event
features multiple specialized ses-
sions focused on localization,
domestic production of com-
ponents, and the integration of
smart and Al-driven processes
in industry. The main objective,
he said, is to connect technology
firms with large manufacturers
to form cooperation agreements
and advance new industrial tech-
nologies.

This year’s conference places
particular emphasis on applying
artificial intelligence in manufac-
turing to enhance productivity, cut
costs, and accelerate the localiza-
tion of industrial parts.

Indonesia aims to
expand economic
cooperation with
Iran, envoy says

Indonesia is seeking to deepen
economic cooperation with Iran,
with a focus on high-tech indus-
tries, investment and private-sec-
tor engagement, the country’s
ambassador said during a meet-
ing with the governor of Isfahan.
Roliansyah Sumirat said both
countries, as developing econ-
omies, need to concentrate on
strengthening domestic produc-
tion and reducing external de-
pendency. He added that Jakarta
is ready to expand cooperation
with Iran across economic fields,
especially advanced technologies.
The envoy called for broader
private-sector links and prov-
ince-level economic exchanges,
saying economic ties should not
rely solely on central govern-
ments. He said increasing busi-
ness-to-business  cooperation
would help unlock opportunities
in technology, industry and in-
vestment.

Sumirat highlighted tourism as an
economic driver and noted that
Indonesia is working to promote
travel through targeted programs,
including curated tours for influ-
encers and journalists. He added
that joint economic events such
as exhibitions, trade fairs and sec-
tor-specific festivals could further
support bilateral commercial ties.
He also said Indonesia is working
to implement cooperation agree-
ments already signed between
the two sides and will seek to add
new economic proposals raised
during the Isfahan meeting.
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Iran hosting SCO
joint anti-terror
drills

The Ground Force of Iran’s Is-
lamic Revolution Guards Corps
(IRGC) is hosting large-scale
joint counter-terrorism manoeu-
vres being conducted by member
states of the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organization (SCO).

The exercises titled “Joint
Counter-Terrorism ~ Drills ~ Sa-
hand-2025" are being held in the
northwestern Iranian Province of
East Azarbaijan from the 1st to
5th of December. According an
IRGC commander, the exercises
are of utmost significance.
“The Islamic Republic of Iran has
always been the focal point of war
on terror and terrorist groups,
and upwards of 17,000 of our fel-
low countrymen, namely women
and children, have been killed by
terrorists,” said the commander.
The SCO member nations held
their first joint counter-terrorism
live drill in China in July 2024.
The “Interaction-2024”  exer-
cise took place in northwestern
Xinjiang province, according to
China’s Public Security Ministry.
It featured special operations
aimed at the “eradication of ter-
rorist groups” and set a new
standard for joint live exercises.
The SCO is a regional intergov-
ernmental  organization estab-
lished in 2001, encompassing
approximately 60% of the Eura-
sian area and 40% of the global
population, making it the largest
regional organization in terms of
geographic coverage and popu-
lation. The SCO comprises eight
member states, namely China, In-
dia, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Pakistan, Russia, Uzbekistan, and
Tajikistan, with a combined GDP
accounting for around 20% of
the world’s GDP. The organiza-
tion’s main goals are to promote
cooperation in politics, security,
economics, and culture, with a
permanent secretariat in Beijing,
China, and affiliated organiza-
tions such as the SCO Regional
Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS)
and the SCO Business Council.
The SCO’s history can be traced
back to the Shanghai Five, es-
tablished in 1996 by China, Ka-
zakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia,
and Tajikistan, focusing on mu-
tual trust in the military sphere
in the border area. Uzbekistan
joined the organization in 2001,
transforming the Shanghai Five
into the SCO, initially focusing
on mutual intraregional efforts to
curb terrorism, separatism, and
extremism in Central Asia. The
SCO Charter, signed in 2002, is
a fundamental constituent docu-
ment outlining the organization’s
objectives, principles, structure,
and primary areas of activities.
Iran officially became a member
of the SCO in 2023, following its
observer status since 2005. As a
full member, Iran contributes to
the SCO’s goals and activities,
particularly in promoting regional
security, economic cooperation,
and cultural exchange. Iran’s ac-
cession to the SCO is significant
due to its strategic location, rich
resources, and large population,
making it an essential player in
regional affairs.

The SCO also emphasizes eco-
nomic cooperation among mem-
ber states, aiming to enhance
joint energy projects, including
oil and gas exploration, the use
of water resources, and funding
joint projects through the SCO
Interbank Consortium. Cultural
cooperation is also a priority,
with culture ministers meeting
regularly to strengthen cultural
exchange among member states.
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3 Drinks That Are
surprisingly leh m Magnestum

Source:
By:

Magnesium is an essential mineral in-
volved in over 300 chemical processes
that keep you healthy. It supports blood
pressure regulation, blood sugar control,
muscle movement, bowel regularity, and
bone health. Getting enough magnesium
has also been linked to better sleep and
relaxation, mood balance, and reduced
inflammation.

1. Mineral Water

Mineral water comes from natural un-
derground reservoirs and springs and
often contains higher amounts of nu-
trients like magnesium.2 Some bottled
mineral waters are labeled “high in mag-
nesium,” as they can provide up to 120
mg of magnesium per liter.3

Drinking water is always the best choice
for meeting your hydration needs. Drink-
ing bottled mineral water can help you

meet your hydration and magnesium
needs.4

2. Coconut Water

Coconut water is the clear liquid found
inside young green coconuts. It is known
for its electrolyte content and is a popu-
lar choice among athletes.5

While coconut water is highest in potas-
sium, it also contains about 60 mg of
magnesium per cup—though the exact
amount can vary by brand.6 If you are
looking for a hydrating beverage that’s
slightly sweet and provides some mag-
nesium, coconut water might be a good
option.

3. Plant-Based Milk

Plant-based milk can be an excellent
source of magnesium, especially when
they are fortified. “Fortified” foods con-
tain added vitamins and minerals to im-

prove their nutritional value and health
benefits. For example, 1 cup (8 ounces)
of fortified soy milk contains 54 mg of
magnesium, while one cup of unfortified
almond milk only provides 19 mg.78

4. Cacao-Based Drinks

Cacao

-based drinks are made with raw cacao
powder. Gacao comes from a tropical
South American evergreen tree, from
which chocolate, cocoa, and cocoa but-
ter also originate. Raw cacao is among
the richest sources of magnesium, pro-
viding 35 mg per tablespoon.9

5. Green Smoothies

Green smoothies are typically made with
a leafy green base, such as spinach,
kale, or Swiss chard. Some people blend
these greens with frozen berries, banan-
as, avocado, or plant-based milk.

Ali Ghazanfari, former president
of Iran Basketball Federation, died

on Monday.

6. Coffee

While best known for its energizing
properties, coffee also contains a mod-
est amount of magnesium.

7. Herbal Teas

Herbal teas like nettle, dandelion, and
rooibos can offer trace amounts of mag-
nesium, though the content varies widely
depending on the type of herb and how
you prepare the tea.

Food Sources of Magnesium

While magnesium-containing drinks can
help you meet your daily needs, foods
are the best source of this vital mineral.
Here are some other magnesium sourc-
es to consider as you work on boosting

He served as the federation’s
president from 1997 to 2002.
Ghazanfari played a key role in
building Iran’s golden generation
and introduced Hamed Haddadi,

Oshin Sahakian, Hamed Afagh,
and Samad Nikkhah Bahrami to
the country’s basketball.

The Tehran Times extends its
deepest sympathies to Ghaz-

anfari's  family, loved ones,
and friends during this time
of loss.

your intake:1

e Chia seeds: 111 mg per ounce
 Almonds: 80 mg per ounce (about 23
almonds)

* Spinach (cooked): 78 mg per half cup
(4 ounces)

* Black beans (cooked): 60 mg per half
cup

¢ Avocado: 58 mg per medium-sized fruit
* Dark chocolate (70-85% cacao): 50
mg per ounce

* Brown rice (cooked): 42 mg per half
cup

« Tofu: 35 mg per 3 ounces

e Banana: 32 mg per medium-sized ba-
nana

Top petchem compantes to gather i Kish for Iran Petrochem 2026

Leading companies in Iran’s petrochemical industry will gather on Kish
Island in mid-January 2026 for the third Iran Petrochem International
Conference and Exhibition (Petrochem 2026), aimed at addressing sector
challenges and showcasing the latest innovations, products, and tech-
nologies. According to the event’s organizing committee, the gathering
is focused on advancing the petrochemical industry and strengthening
technological, commercial, and investment cooperation.

The exhibition will highlight opportunities for investment, technology de-
velopment, and domestic and international partnerships in one of Iran’s

most vital economic sectors.

Unlike other industry events, Iran Petrochem is solely dedicated to pet-
rochemicals, excluding oil and gas sectors. Organizers said trade dele-
gations and international participants from several countries, including
China and Russia, will attend the exhibition. Reflecting Iran’s national
slogan of “Investment in Production,” the 2026 edition will also feature a
strong presence of knowledge-based and technology-driven companies,
which will receive special support to present their products and services.
The organizing committee announced a 40 percent rise in participation
compared with the previous year, with over 200 companies and manu-
facturers confirmed to take part. Exhibitors will showcase petrochemical
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Iran’s 2—1 defeat against India, and the
subsequent failure to qualify for the
AFC U17 Asian Cup 2026, was more
than just a disappointing result. It was
the latest and clearest symptom of a
deep, structural crisis gripping Iran’s
youth football system.

A draw was all Iran needed, yet the
team exited the tournament in a man-
ner that many experts had predicted
months earlier, long before kickoff.
This elimination becomes even more
alarming when placed in context. The
same age group of Iran’s national team
defeated Brazil at the FIFA U17 World
Cup just two years ago. Under coach
Hossein Abdi, Iran’s youth sides were
not only competitive but international-
ly respected, qualifying for continental
championships, advancing to global
tournaments, and producing memo-
rable performances rooted in tactical
discipline and individual quality.
Today, that identity appears lost. At the
center of the controversy stands the

appointment of Armaghan Ahmadi as
head coach, a decision that sparked
immediate criticism from analysts and
fans alike. Ahmadi, relatively unknown
and lacking experience at the interna-
tional level, was entrusted with one
of the country’s most sensitive and
strategically important teams. The fed-
eration never offered a transparent ex-
planation for its selection criteria and
that deepened public skepticism rather
than alleviating it.

This  skepticism proved justified.
Despite a well-planned preparation
phase, Iran’s U17s showed none of
the hallmarks of a properly developed
youth side: no tactical cohesion, no
clear identity, no visible talent devel-
opment, and no mental resilience. The
team’s elimination in a group consid-
ered one of the easier qualifying paths
underlines just how far standards have
fallen.

Ahmadi’s post-match apology, ac-
knowledging responsibility  and

blaming “football’s cruelty”, was
emotionally sincere but strategically
unconvincing.

The problem is not misfortune, it is
mismanagement. And the conse-
quences extend far beyond a single
tournament. When youth teams fail re-
peatedly, it signals a weakness future
pipeline for the senior national team.
It means talent is not being identified,
nurtured, or challenged at the level
needed to sustain international com-
petitiveness.

Without urgent reforms, professional-
ized coaching pathways, transparent
hiring processes, long-term devel-
opment programs, and investment in
genuine talent cultivation, the nation
risks losing an entire generation of
talented players. The U17 team’s fail-
ure in India should be treated not as
an isolated disappointment, but as a
wake-up call.

Iran must act now, or brace for deeper
declines in years to come.

products, catalysts, machinery, and related equipment. Workshops and
technical panels will also be held to promote interaction among major
petrochemical firms, downstream industries, and domestic technology
developers. Iran’s petrochemical industry remains a cornerstone of the
national economy, benefiting from vast oil and gas reserves. Despite
Western sanctions, the sector continues to grow, producing 83.5 million
tons last year—an 11 percent increase from the previous year—and gen-
erating more than $10 billion in export revenue, according to official data.
The third Iran Petrochem Conference and Exhibition will be held from
January 6 to 8, at the Kish International Exhibition Center.

Delegates at the 43rd plenary
meeting of the Eurasian Group on
Combating Money Laundering and
Financing of Terrorism (EAG) ap-
proved a technical assistance pack-
age for Iran, marking a notable step
in the country’s engagement with
regional and international finan-
cial-crime bodies.

The meeting, held from November
24 to 28, 2025 in Minsk, brought
together member states as well as
observers from Germany, the United
Arab Emirates, Indonesia, Azerbaijan,
Serbia, Cuba and Mongolia.

Iranian representatives participated in
both plenary sessions and specialist
workshops, taking an active role in
discussions on strengthening region-
al cooperation and upgrading national
AML/CFT frameworks.

One of the key outcomes was the en-
dorsement of a program designed to
support Iran in addressing identified
gaps in its anti-money laundering and
counter-terrorist financing systems.
The package includes technical ex-
changes, joint training workshops
and specialized advisory support
offered by EAG member states. Offi-
cials said the decision reflects grow-
ing confidence in Iran’s efforts to
enhance transparency and align with
global standards.

Iran oams technical assistance approval
il Eurasia anti-money laundering summit

RS A N S I

EAG|

Alongside the plenary, a dedicated
conference on the use of advanced
technologies in combating financial
crime brought together delegations
from Russia, Belarus, the UAE and
Kyrgyzstan.

Iranian experts presented domestic
innovations in data analysis and in-
ter-agency cooperation, which par-
ticipants described as effective and
replicable examples for the region.
The summit also featured the an-
nouncement of results from EAG’s
annual competition for best finan-
cial-crime analysis, with Egypt’s
National Bank taking first place and
entries from Russian and Tajik banks
receiving distinction.

Iranian financial institutions engaged
in the event’s side activities, a move
the Financial Intelligence Unit plans to
expand in future sessions to deepen
Iran’s professional footprint in region-
al AML/CFT cooperation.

During the closing session, dele-
gations acknowledged Iran’s active
participation across technical and
regulatory discussions, noting its
contributions in supervisory, judicial
and operational fields. The meeting
concluded with a collective call for
stronger regional coordination and
continued collaboration with Iran un-
der the EAG framework.
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