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Iran’s non-oil
trade reaches $76.5b
in 8 months

Iran’s foreign trade reached 131.054
million tons worth $76.537 billion in
the first eight months of the current
Iranian calendar year (March 21-No-
vember 22), according to data from
the Islamic Republic of Iran Cus-
toms Administration (IRICA).

The combined value of exports and
imports declined 9.38 percent year-
on-year, while total trade volume
rose 1.53 percent, IRNA reported.
Exports amounted to 105.231 mil-
lion tons valued at $36.997 billion,
marking a 1.17 percent rise in vol-
ume and a 3.48 percent drop in val-
ue from the same period last year.
Imports reached 25.823 million
tons worth $39.540 billion, showing
a three percent increase in weight
and a 14.29 percent decline in value.
Some of the growth in export vol-
ume appears tied to energy short-
ages in industrial and mining sec-
tors, which left parts of production
capacity idle and pushed some
producers toward exporting raw
materials such as iron concentrate
and pellet.

Data from the Iranian Steel Asso-
ciation indicates that raw material
exports have continued rising, with
iron ore concentrate shipments up
82 percent compared to the first
seven months of last year. Steel-
makers have voiced concern that
excessive raw material exports
could tighten domestic supply for
downstream  production.

As previously announced by an IR-
ICA official, Iran exported over 152
million tons of non-oil goods worth
$57.8 billion in the past Iranian cal-
endar year 1403 (ended on March
20).

This marked a 10 percent increase
in volume and a 15.62 percent rise
in value compared to the previous
year, Abolfazl Akbarpour, the IRICA
deputy head for planning and inter-
national affairs, stated.

Imports totaled 39.3 million tons
valued at $72.4 billion, representing
a 0.77 percent decline in weight but
an 8.22 percent increase in value
from the previous year. The result
was a non-oil trade deficit of $14.6
billion, largely due to the import of
over $8.0 hillion worth of raw gold
bars, which accounted for 11.12
percent of the total import value.
Iran’s main non-oil exports included
natural gas, liquefied propane and
butane, methanol, liquefied petrole-
um gases and hydrocarbon gases,
and gas condensates.

Natural gas was the top export item,
with an average customs value of
$314 per ton.

Other leading exports were petro-
leum bitumen, urea, non-alloy iron
and steel billets, iron or steel bars,
and polyethylene.

The top destinations for Iran’s ex-
ports were China at $14.8 billion,
Iraq at $11.9 billion, the United Arab
Emirates at $7.2 billion, Turkey at
$6.8 billion, Pakistan and Afghani-
stan at $2.4 billion each, and India at
$1.9 hillion. These seven countries
accounted for $47.6 billion, or 82.3
percent of Iran’s total non-oil export
value.

On the import side, essential goods
such as corn feed, soybean meal,
genetically modified soybeans, rice,
and sunflower seed oil were among
the top items. Other key imports in-
cluded smartphones, tractors, and
auto parts.

The UAE was Iran’s largest source
of imports at $21.9 billion, followed
by China at $19.3 billion, Turkey
at $12.4 billion, Germany at $2.4
billion, India at $1.7 billion, Hong
Kong at approximately $1.4 billion,
and Russia at $1.3 billion. Togeth-
er, these countries supplied goods
worth $60.7 billion, or 83.8 percent
of Iran’s total imports.

Akbarpour said the trade deficit
could be largely attributed to the
surge in gold imports, which on
their own exceeded $8.0 billion.
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"Holdme exhibitions hoped to pave way for oreat leap m Iran-Turkmenistan economic co-op

The governor-general
of Golestan province, in
northeast Iran, expressed
hope that holding exhibi-
tions will pave the way for
a great leap in the level of
economic cooperation be-
tween Iran and Turkmeni-
stan.

Ali Asghar Tahmasebi em-
phasizing the importance
of specialized exhibitions
in assessing commercial
risks, improving produc-
tion quality, and creating
links between production
and commercial sectors,
added: “These events
play a significant role in
introducing provincial ca-
pacities and developing
economic diplomacy.”

He described the cultural
diversity and economic
capacities of Golestan as
a valuable opportunity for
deepening neighborly re-
lations and added: “These
characteristics can provide
the basis for optimal utili-
zation of regional capaci-
ties.”

He described the role of
producers, industrialists,
and merchants in linking
the economies and cul-
tures of the two countries
as vital and referred to
them as the driving force
for the development of
economic cooperation.
The 16th edition of the
specialized Iran Project
exhibition, focused on
engineering and technical
services, will be held in
Ashgabat from January 28
to 30, 2026, after receiving
official authorization from
the Trade Promotion Or-
ganization of Iran (TPO).
The event is being organ-
ized with support from the
Embassy of the Islamic
Republic of Iran.

The exhibition aims to ex-
pand the export of Iranian
technical and engineer-
ing services and offers a
structured platform  for
companies seeking to en-
ter or deepen their pres-
ence in Turkmenistan’s
growing market.

With an 18-year track re-
cord in the region, Iran
Project is recognized as a
key international venue for
showcasing  capabilities
across oil, gas and petro-
chemicals, water, electric-
ity and energy, construc-
tion, and a wide range of
engineering services.

By bringing together ma-
jor Iranian exporting firms
and project developers, the
event is expected to facili-
tate contract negotiations,
technical partnerships and
regional cooperation in

large-scale infrastructure
and industrial projects. It
also creates a direct chan-
nel for Iranian companies
to gain access to oil and
gas opportunities, petro-
chemical  developments
and broader international
tenders in Turkmenistan.
Officials say the Ashgabat
exhibition will provide an
important opportunity to
highlight Iran’s engineer-
ing expertise and reinforce
commercial ties with a
neighboring market seek-
ing reliable partners for
its long-term development
plans.

In late May, Iran and Turk-
menistan signed a com-
mercial roadmap aimed at
boosting bilateral trade to
$3.0 billion.

The agreement was signed
in Tehran by Iran’s Minis-
ter of Transport and Urban
Development  Farzaneh
Sadegh and Turkmeni-
stan’s Foreign Minister
Rashid Meredov following
the 18th session of the
Iran-Turkmenistan  Joint
Economic Committee.
Sadegh said the recent
committee meeting
marked a new chapter
in bilateral cooperation,
stressing that intensive
talks had yielded fresh ap-
proaches and agreements
to expand trade. “The trade
roadmap is expected to be
finalized before the Iranian
president’s upcoming vis-
it to Turkmenistan,” she
added.

The minister highlight-
ed the strategic location
of both countries with-
in the North-South and
East-West corridors, de-
scribing them as critical
to regional connectivity.
She noted that Iran and
Turkmenistan had agreed
to aim for 20 million tons
in transit volumes, with a
16-million-ton target set
for 2028.

Other key understandings
included plans to estab-
lish joint free trade zones
in Sarakhs-Sarakhs and
Lotfabad-Artig, strengthen
border  markets—espe-
cially in Incheh Borun—
and prepare a bilateral gas
contract. The roadmap
also calls for constructing
the Qamdag-Atrak road
toward the Iranian border
and building a gas pipeline
to Turkmenistan.
Agreements were also
reached on developing a
third electricity transmis-
sion line between Mary
and Sarakhs and launch-
ing feasibility studies for
a fourth. “If both sides

follow through, the 18th
committee will open up
new avenues for economic
and cultural cooperation,”
Sadegh said.
Turkmenistan’s ~ Foreign
Minister Rashid Meredov
thanked Iranian officials
for their hospitality, stating
that bilateral relations are
at a high level. “The close
dialogue between the two
presidents is grounded in
mutual trust, which plays
a pivotal role in advancing
ties,” he said.

Meredov emphasized the
importance of the Joint
Economic Committee as
a coordination mechanism
for implementing bilat-
eral agreements across
sectors such as oil, gas,
transport, trade, telecom-
munications, agriculture,
and environment. He also
expressed readiness to
expand cooperation in
health, sports, tourism,
and science.

Meredov said the Turk-
men delegation had held
productive meetings with
Iranian officials and that
President Pezeshkian had
shared his vision for fu-
ture cooperation during
their encounter. “We view
Iran’s proposals seriously
and are committed to joint
efforts,” he added.

Iran plans to increase its
annual rail freight transit
with Turkmenistan to four
million tons, up from 1.6
million tons last year, ac-
cording to the head of the
Islamic Republic of Iran
Railways (RAI).

Speaking on the sidelines
of the joint economic com-
mission, RAl Head Jabar
Ali Zakeri said rail transit is
currently at its best level,
and Iran aims to resolve
logistical issues at Sara-
khs, Lotfabad, and Incheh
Borun border points to fa-
cilitate growth.

He said talks had ad-
dressed problems such as
the movement of Iranian
wagons on Turkmen rail-
ways and activation of the
Lotfabad border terminal.
The terminal will now offer
special freight discounts,
expected to add 170,000
to 200,000 tons of tran-
sit freight—a first for the
crossing.

Iran is also working on
resolving customs hurdles
and expanding infrastruc-
ture at the Sarakhs and
Incheh Borun terminals.
“We aim to increase bogie
exchange capacity at Sara-
khs from 400 to 600 wag-
ons per day,” Zakeri said.
The two countries also

discussed launching a new
Mashhad-Mary passenger
train route.

Meanwhile, during a
meeting on May 20, with
Turkmen Foreign Minister
Rashid Meredov, Iranian
QOil Minister Mohsen Pa-
knejad emphasized deep-
ening bilateral cooperation
in the oil and gas sector
and discussed avenues to
broaden energy collabo-
ration.

The minister highlighted
the ongoing session of the
Iran-Turkmenistan  Joint
Economic Committee and
its diverse agenda. He said
the committee could sig-
nificantly boost trade ex-
changes between the two
countries.

Paknejad emphasized that
constructive engagement
with neighboring coun-
tries—particularly ~ Turk-
menistan, a “friendly and
brotherly  nation"—has
always been a priority in
Iran’s foreign policy. He
added that the current ad-
ministration is firmly com-
mitted to expanding ener-
gy ties with Turkmenistan.
He pointed to the swift
implementation of the gas
swap deal through Iran
that delivers Turkmen gas
to Turkey, expressing hope
that other energy-related
agreements—such  as
direct gas imports from
Turkmenistan—would ad-
vance at a similar pace.
Turkmenistan’s ~ Foreign
Minister and Head of
Cabinet, Rashid Meredov,
noted that Iran and Turk-
menistan have historically
maintained strong ties. In
recent years, he said, re-
lations have entered a new
phase, with both sides ea-
ger to expand cooperation
across various sectors.
Meredov identified three
key areas of cooperation
with Iran: gas exports to
Iran, joint development of
compressor stations and
pipelines, and gas swaps
to third countries via Ira-
nian territory. He said
Turkmenistan  currently
produces over 80 billion
cubic meters of natural
gas annually, a substantial
portion of which could be
exported in collaboration
with Iran.

He described the swift
launch of the Turkmen-
istan-Iran-Turkey gas
swap as a testament to
the strong partnership
between the two nations
and stated, “Based on this
positive  experience, we
believe there is significant
potential to further expand

energy cooperation. We
also have ambitious plans
for increasing gas exports
to Iran.”

On May 13, the head of the
Iran-Turkmenistan  Joint
Chamber of Commerce
said the

two countries are aiming
to increase bilateral trade
by 30 percent, following
the first-ever exhibition
of Turkmenistan’s export
capabilities in Iran — an
event driven entirely by
private sector investment.
Ramazan Bahrami, who
also heads the Industry,
Mining and Trade House
of Golestan  Province,
described the three-day
event held in Gorgan from
May 4 to 6 as a strategic
milestone in Iran-Turk-
menistan commercial
relations and a tangible
step toward strengthening
regional economic diplo-
macy.

Held at the Gorgan Inter-
national Exhibition Center,
the event featured 53 pri-
vate companies and 12
government institutions
from Turkmenistan, and
attracted significant inter-
est from Iranian industri-
alists and businesspeople.
“This was the first time
since Turkmenistan’s in-
dependence that such an
exhibition took place in
Iran, and Golestan Prov-
ince had the honor of
hosting it,” Bahrami said.
“The exhibition was the
result of consensus be-
tween the private sector
and state institutions, and
the outcome exceeded ex-
pectations.”

He said the expo aimed
to expand trade exchang-
es and showcase Turk-
menistan’s industrial and
export capacities to the
Iranian market. The idea
for reciprocal trade exhi-
bitions was first approved
at the 17th Iran-Turkmeni-
stan Joint Economic Com-
mittee meeting, and the
Iran-Turkmenistan  Joint
Chamber was tasked with
its implementation.
Bahrami emphasized that
the participation of both
countries’ private  sec-
tors in expert panels and
face-to-face negotiations
provided fertile ground
for launching new part-
nerships. Preliminary
agreements were reached
in areas including pet-
rochemicals,  petroleum
products,  construction
materials, food industries,
textiles, and logistics,
which are expected to
boost bilateral trade once

finalized.

According to Bahrami,
trade between the two
countrigs reached nearly
$600 million last year. With
the momentum created by
this exhibition and new
commercial interactions,
Iran and Turkmenistan are
now targeting a minimum
30 percent increase in
that figure. “Some of this
growth will materialize in
the coming months, and
the rest will be reflected in
next year's export statis-
tics,” he said.

Explaining the choice of
Golestan as the host prov-
ince, Bahrami pointed to
strategic ethnic, cultural,
and geographical ties.
“Over one million ethnic
Turkmens live in Golestan
and North Khorasan, cre-
ating a natural platform for
expanding economic, cul-
tural, and social relations
with Turkmenistan.”

He noted that the event
was funded entirely by
the private sector, with the
government offering over-
sight, support, and facilita-
tion. “This model proves
that meaningful outcomes
can be achieved when the
private sector is empow-
ered.”

Bahrami added that the
exhibition attracted dele-
gations from other Central
Asian countries, turning
it into a broader regional
platform rather than just a
bilateral affair.

Looking ahead, he said
plans are underway to
hold a reciprocal Iranian
trade expo in Turkmen-
istan’s Balkan Province.
“We expect this continued
exchange to elevate bi-
lateral economic ties to a
strategic level.”

He also underscored Go-
lestan’s role as a gateway
to Iran’s northeastern
trade corridor, thanks to its
shared rail links with Turk-
menistan, the Incheh-Bo-
run Free Zone, port in-
frastructure, and cultural
affinities with Central Asia.
“If these opportunities are
matched with coordinated
support, we could witness
major  transformations
in exports, imports, and
technology transfer in the
coming years,” Bahrami
concluded. On May 2,
the deputy head of Iran’s
Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and Ag-
riculture (ICCIMA) called
for the removal of key
structural  barriers—par-
ticularly in banking, trans-
port, logistics, and visa
issuance—to unlock the
trade potential between
Iran and Turkmenistan.
Speaking at a joint busi-
ness forum held during
Iran Expo 2025, Peyman
Bagheri highlighted the
two countries’ shared
strengths  in  energy,
mining, agriculture, and
tourism but said current
trade levels fail to reflect
those capacities. “Despite
deep-rooted historical,
cultural, and economic
ties, trade volumes remain
below potential and need a
more proactive approach,”
he said. Bagheri urged joint
chambers of commerce
and trade associations to
play a more dynamic role
in connecting supply and
demand and facilitating
cross-border business.
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Iran officially reg-

isters sovereignty

over trio Persian
Gulf islands

Iran has officially issued land
demarcation and ownership
documents for the islands of Bu
Musa and the Greater and Less-
er Tunbs in the Persian Gulf,
reaffirming its sovereignty over
these territories.

On Sunday, the State Organiza-
tion for Registration of Deeds
and Properties announced that
the title deeds have been reg-
istered under the name of the
government of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran, emphasizing that
the islands are an inseparable
part of Iran’s territory.
According to the Judiciary, this
action is part of a broader na-
tional initiative aimed at protect-
ing land assets and preventing
unauthorized use or encroach-
ment.

Officials explained that detailed
geometric maps and coordi-
nates from the national “Sham-
im” cadastre system were used
to reduce the risk of misuse,
illegal occupation, unapproved
land-use changes, or trespass-
ing on state lands.

The ownership deed for Great-
er Tunb—covering 10,832,250
square meters—has now been
formally recorded. The deed
for Lesser Tunb, measuring
1,394,179 square meters, was
issued in March 2023, while the
deed for Bu Musa—spanning
12,722,683 square meters—
was issued in February 2021.
The Judiciary stated that the
measure complies fully with
higher-level directives, including
Article 3 of the Comprehensive
Cadastral Law (2014), which re-
quires the Registration Organi-
zation to issue cadastral deeds
for all lands in the country, from
forests to seas and islands.

It also aligns with Clause 26 of
Chapter Seven of the general
policies of the Seventh Develop-
ment Plan, issued by the Leader
of the Islamic Revolution, which
strongly emphasizes nationwide
implementation of the cadastre.
The Judiciary described the ac-
tion as a “practical step” toward
meeting this strategic mandate
and protecting Iran’s territorial
integrity.

The initiative is additionally in-
tended to address international
disputes and counter “baseless
claims by foreign parties,” par-
ticularly concerning sovereignty
over the three islands.

The three islands, long consid-
ered indivisible parts of Iran in
terms of geography and history,
are now also registered with
precise cadastral documenta-
tion, giving them the highest
degree of legal certainty within
the national registration system.
The Iranian government has
designated November 30 as
the National Day of Iran’s three
islands.

Historically, the Persian Gulf is-
lands of Bu Musa and the Great-
er and Lesser Tunbs have be-
longed to Iran, a fact supported
by numerous historical, legal,
and geographical documents
both within Iran and globally.
Nonetheless, the United Arab
Emirates has repeatedly assert-
ed claims over the islands.
The islands came under British
control in 1921, but on Novem-
ber 30, 1971—one day after
British forces withdrew and two
days before the UAE formally
became a federation—Iran’s
sovereignty over them was re-
instated.
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Venezuela thanks
Tehran for support-
ing Caracas

Venezuelan Foreign  Minister
Yvan Gil Pinto has expressed
his gratitude to Iran for backing
the Latin American nation in the
face of US military threats and
pressure.

“On behalf of the Bolivarian
Government of Venezuela and
our President Nicolas Maduro,
we wish to express our sincere
appreciation for the firm con-
demnation made by the gov-
ernment of the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran regarding the recent
unilateral action by the United
States to declare the closure of
Venezuelan airspace,” Pinto said
in a post on his Telegram page
shared on Sunday.

US President Donald Trump on
Saturday declared the airspace
above and around Venezuela
“closed in its entirety.”

Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Esmaeil Bagaei con-
demned the decision as a blatant
violation of fundamental rules
of international law, including
those governing global air trans-
portation, according to the min-
istry’s website.

He described the measure as
part of Washington’s ongoing
provocative and unlawful ac-
tions against Venezuela's sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity,
and an “arbitrary act” as well as
an unprecedented threat to the
safety and security of interna-
tional aviation.

In his Telegram post, the Ven-
ezuelan foreign minister hailed
Iran’s courageous stance, say-
ing that Tehran and Caracas
share common concerns in their
pursuit of a just world filled with
peace.

“Your courageous and resolute
stance in defense of Venezuela’s
national sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity resonates deeply
with our people. The violation of
fundamental norms and princi-
ples of international law, as well
as the threats to the safety and
security of international aviation,
are shared concerns that unite
us in our struggle for a world of
justice, dignity, and peace,” the
post added.

Trump announced the closure
of Venezuela’s airspace as his
administration has increased
pressure on President Nicolas
Maduro’s government with a
major military deployment in the
Caribbean. The US took this step
in recent weeks after launching
a series of airstrikes, beginning
in September, against boats off
Venezuela’s coast under the pre-
text of combating drug traffick-
ing into the United States.

Iran has, on numerous occa-
sions, denounced the United
States’ military buildup in the
Caribbean.

Recently, in a phone conversa-
tion with his Venezuelan coun-
terpart Yvan Gil Pinto, Iranian
Foreign Minister Abbas Aragh-
chi touched upon the growing
danger posed to global peace
and stability by Washington’s
“belligerent  unilateralism.”
Araghchi  further condemned
unfounded accusations levelled
against the Venezuelan govern-
ment by the US and Washing-
ton’s threat to use force against
the country, reiterating Iran’s
solidarity with Venezuela.
Since late August, Washington
has sent warships, surveillance
aircraft, and special operations
units to the southern Caribbean,
culminating this month with the
deployment of the USS Gerald
R. Ford Carrier Strike Group.
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The Islamic Republic of Iran Customs
Administration (IRICA) and the Eurasian
Economic Union (EAEU) have reached an
agreement to launch electronic data ex-
change as part of the ongoing implementa-
tion of the Iran-EAEU free trade agreement.
According to Mehr News Agency, the agree-
ment was finalized during the third techni-
cal meeting between the two sides, follow-

ing intensive negotiations aligned with the
objectives set out in the free trade pact. The
session concluded with the signing of the
official minutes. The parties agreed on the
framework, operational method and tech-
nical requirements for implementing elec-
tronic information sharing, which is expect-
ed to streamline customs procedures and
strengthen regulatory cooperation.

Some Foods

ott Should

Never Kt Belore Bed.
Accordmg toa Dietitian

Source:
By:

What you eat before bed can affect the
quality of your sleep and overall health.
Avoid high-fat meals, spicy foods, sug-
ary snacks, and large portions before
bed because they can cause digestive
issues, making it harder to fall asleep.
These foods may also contribute to
weight gain over time.

However, you do not have to skip eating
before bed entirely. The key is choosing
foods with sleep-promoting properties
that work for your body and lifestyle.

1. Pizza

While pizza is a classic late-night favorite,

it can lead to a restless night, especially
if you're among the one-third of Ameri-
cans who experience acid reflux at least
once a week.1

The tomato sauce is highly acidic and
can irritate the stomach, causing heart-
burn, reflux, and indigestion. Pizza is
also high in fat, which takes longer to
digest, increasing the risk of heartburn
and reflux if you lie down too soon after
eating it.2

2. Ice Cream

Consuming large amounts of ice cream
daily before bed can lead to poor sleep

quality and weight gain. Most types of
ice cream are high in added sugar, cal-
ories, and unhealthy saturated fat. Con-
suming too much before bed can cause
your blood sugar levels to rise and fall
quickly, leading to sleep disruptions.3
One study found that sugary, high-fat
snacks like ice cream can lead to late-
night eating habits and disrupt children’s
natural sleep-wake cycle, also known as
the circadian rhythm.4

3. Chips

Chips are high in refined carbohydrates,
which can increase blood sugar lev-

els and make it more difficult to sleep.
They’re also relatively high in calories,
fat, and sodium.5

Research links higher sodium intake with
poor sleep quality and short sleep dura-
tion. It can also lead to interrupted sleep,
including waking up frequently at night
to pee.6

4. Hot Peppers

Spicy foods, like hot peppers, are known
triggers of heartburn and indigestion.
Eating them before bed can make it hard-
er to sleep.7

They also contain high levels of capsa-

icin, a compound that gives them their
spicy flavor. Research suggests cap-
saicin may increase body temperature,
which may interfere with sleep.8

5. Oranges

Oranges and other citrus fruits, like
grapefruit and lemons, are highly nutri-
tious. However, they may not be the best
choice before bed, especially if you are
prone to heartburn.

Their acidity makes them more likely
to trigger heartburn than other types of
fruit, especially if you lie down too soon
after eating them.2

Rear Admiral Shahram Irani, commander of the
Iranian Army Navy, says the Islamic Republic is in-
creasingly viewed as a growing naval power, citing
expanded deployments in oceanic waters and height-
ened participation in international maritime engage-

ments.

Speaking at a ceremony marking Army Navy Day, Ira-
ni joined senior commanders and naval personnel in
paying tribute at the mausoleum of Imam Khomeini,
where they renewed their allegiance to the ideals of

Malavsian embassy
Tehran fosters diplo- -
macy, inspiration at
anmual MTCP alumnt

gathermg

In a cherished annual tradition that under-
scores the strong bilateral ties between
Malaysia and Iran, the Embassy of Ma-
laysia hosted a dinner reunion for alumni
of the Malaysian Technical Cooperation
Program (MTCP) on the evening of No-
vember 29th. The event, held at a premier
restaurant in Tehran, brought together a
diverse group of Iranian professionals who
have benefited from the capacity-building
initiative.

The gathering serves as a vital platform
for fostering continuous dialogue and
networking among Iranian experts from
various sectors, including academia, gov-
ernment, and industry. More than just a
social event, it is a strategic forum that
strengthens the bridge of knowledge and
cooperation between the alumni and the
Malaysian Embassy.

The event was marked by the gracious
presence of His Excellency Khairi bin Omar,
Ambassador of Malaysia to Iran, and his
dedicated team. Mr. Ambassador, during
the gathering, had effective conversations
and discussions with the participants, en-
gaging directly with their experiences and
insights gained from the MTCP. These dia-
logues focused on exploring new avenues
for collaboration and reinforcing the pro-
gram’s long-term impact on professional
development and international partnership.
The evening was widely praised by attend-
ees as being exceptionally fruitful, produc-
tive, and profoundly inspiring. In a heartfelt
address, Ambassador Khairi bin Omar
reiterated Malaysia’s commitment to the
MTCP, highlighting its role not only in shar-
ing technical expertise but also in building
a lasting global community of leaders and

as a naval power,” Irani said.

o N0

innovators.

The following is the text of the Ambassa-
dor’s impactful speech in the gathering:
“Bismillahirahmanirrahim. Esteemed
Members of the MTCP Alumni, Distin-
guished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Assalamualaikum Warahmatullahi Wabar-
akatuh and a very good evening.

It is a true honor and immense pleasure to
welcome all of you tonight. This gathering
celebrates a shared belief: that genuine
development is rooted in mutual trust and
cooperation.

Tonight, we celebrate the remarkable suc-
cess of the Malaysian Technical Coopera-
tion Program (MTCP) and, most impor-
tantly, the dedicated professionals of the
MTCP Alumni Network here in Iran.

Allow me to highlight the impressive jour-
ney of this Program:

* The MTCP was established in 1980, and
since then, it has reached various coun-
tries, benefiting thousands of participants
globally. | am especially proud to note that
for our dear friends in Iran, since 2002,
we have welcomed over 70 participants
through this vital knowledge exchange
platform.

* This enduring commitment is driven by
a simple fact: Malaysia views MTCP as a
world-class program, excelling in teaching,
research, and opening new opportunities
for our global partners.

e The Malaysian Government proudly
shares this special moment of success
with you, knowing that as MTCP alumni,
you have gained valuable knowledge, es-
sential skills, and are already making new
innovations that contribute directly to
Iran’s ambitious growth.

the founder of the Islamic Republic. He said Iran’s
naval achievements have significantly shaped how
the country is perceived abroad.

“In the international arena, the Islamic Republic of
Iran—especially in the maritime sphere—is regarded

According to the navy chief, two Iranian naval task
groups are currently operating in separate oceanic
regions and have already taken part in multiple in-
ternational events, with further participation in com-

Your journey through MTCP was not just a
training course; it was the start of a lifelong
partnership.

* The essence of your participation lies
in the valuable process of exchanging
various knowledge regarding technolo-
gies, economics, agriculture, and other
critical fields. This exchange enriches
not only your professional lives but also
the policy frameworks of both our na-
tions.

* We offer our heartfelt appreciation to all
MTCP alumni for your vital role as ‘Friends
of Malaysia.” We trust you will continue this
existing bond between the alumni and Ma-
laysia, allowing this relationship to flourish
for decades to come.

* As you continue your excellent work, |
have a special request: Please spread the
good news about Malaysia—regarding
your experience and the opportunities to
enhance bilateral relations between Ma-
laysia and Iran. You are our most trusted
advocates.

The Malaysian Embassy in Tehran stands
ready to support you. We believe that this
Alumni network is the key to unlocking
even deeper cooperation.

Please know that the Embassy of Malay-
sia always welcomes your ideas and sug-
gestions for the betterment of relations
between our two countries. We view your
insights, derived from both your profes-
sional expertise and your experience in
Malaysia, as invaluable

We look forward to a future where the
bonds forged through MTCP continue to
drive mutual prosperity and understand-
ing.

Terima kasih. Thank you.

bined exercises planned. Irani described these de-
ployments as evidence of Iran’s growing integration
into global maritime affairs.

“Official invitations to these events, and the use of our
expertise in multinational exercises, signal the elevat-
ed standing of the Iranian people in the international
community,” he noted.

In a separate televised interview, Irani highlighted
Iran’s long historical presence in the Persian Gulf, de-
scribing it as a region of exceptional strategic value.

“The Persian Gulf is a semi-enclosed sea connected
to the Indian Ocean and international waters through
the Strait of Hormuz. It holds exceptional geographi-
cal and geopolitical importance,” he said.

He added that Iran’s islands, with their natural beauty,
suitable sea depth, and surrounding resources, offer

significant potential for maritime tourism, diving, and

economic development.
Irani stressed that regional countries are best posi-
tioned to shape their own security architecture.

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian
has reiterated that “the only viable
and principled solution to the Pales-
tine issue” is to end the organized oc-
cupation of historic Palestinian lands,
facilitate the return of refugees, and
allow Palestinians to exercise their
right to self-determination.

In a message to world governments
marking the International Day of Sol-
idarity with the Palestinian People,
Pezeshkian said November 29 repre-
sents global recognition of the “cour-
age, resilience, and pursuit of justice”
shown by Palestinians over decades
of struggle. He said Iran “firmly sup-
ports the Palestinian people in their
efforts to achieve their aspirations.”
The president said the day serves as
a reminder of “eight decades of oc-
cupation” and the ongoing suffering
of Palestinians, adding that recent
events in Gaza have unfolded “before
the eyes of the world” while govern-
ments that claim to uphold human
rights “chose to look away.”
Pezeshkian argued that Palestinians
continue their “legitimate struggle”
for statehood after being denied their
right to self-determination. He called
on global governments to fulfill their
moral and legal responsibilities to de-
fend Palestinian rights.

He also criticized international organ-
izations for their failure to confront
Israel, calling the situation “the great-
est threat to peace and security”. He
urged states to take “serious and ef-
fective measures” to halt aggression
against Palestinians.

Reaffirming  Iran’s  longstanding
support for the Palestinian cause,
Pezeshkian praised the “steadfast
and legitimate resistance” of Palestin-
ian youth and urged the international
community to confront actions by Is-
rael that violate international law and
numerous UN resolutions.

Only sofution to Palestime crisisis
ending Israel’s ‘oroanized occupation”
Pezeshkian

The president highlighted Iran’s pro-
posal registered at the United Na-
tions, which calls for the return of
refugees and a referendum among
“the original residents of Palestine
— Muslims, Christians, and Jews —
based on democratic principles and
international law.” He described the
plan as a viable alternative to “failed
past initiatives.”

The proposal, he said, seeks to re-
solve the Palestinian issue through
legal principles and the exercise of
both the right to self-determination
and the right of return for all Palestin-
ian refugees.

Concluding his message, Pezeshkian
expressed solidarity with Palestini-
ans, saluted their “courageous resist-
ance,” and prayed for “their victory
and the liberation of Palestine.”
Marking the same occasion, Iran’s
Foreign Ministry also issued a state-
ment reaffirming Iran’s unwavering
support for the Palestinian people.
In a post on X (formerly Twitter),
spokesman Esmaeil Bagaei described
Palestine as “the deepest wound in
human conscience” and “the most
universal cause for justice and soli-
darity.”

Bagaei condemned decades of Israeli
policies that have displaced millions
of Palestinians and caused the deaths
of hundreds of thousands, including
during the ongoing war in Gaza. The
conflict, which escalated sharply in
October 2023, has killed more than
70,000 Palestinians — mostly wom-
en and children — and left much of
the territory in ruins, according to lo-
cal authorities in Gaza.

He accused Israel of repeatedly vio-
lating a ceasefire agreement reached
in early October with Hamas and said
such actions were viewed by observ-
ers as a continuation of a “genocidal
pattern.”
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