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Canada in no
position to lecture
others on human

rights, says Tehran

Iran has sharply rebuked Canada for
presenting itself as a global defend-
er of human rights, arguing that the
country should instead face scru-
tiny for its own record of systemic
racism and abuses against Indige-
nous peoples.

In a statement on Thursday, Iran’s
Permanent Mission to the United
Nations criticized Ottawa after Can-
ada welcomed the passage of an
anti-lran human rights resolution it
had drafted for the UN General As-
sembly’s Third Committee (Social,
Humanitarian & Cultural Issues).
“Spare us Canada’s self-righteous
rhetoric,” the mission said. “This is
a country with a well-documented
history of thousands of Indigenous
children buried in unmarked graves,
still grappling with deeply rooted
structural racism—yet it now pos-
tures as a global human rights ad-
vocate when it comes to Iran.”
The mission added that if human
rights were not routinely exploited
for political leverage, Canada would
be the one facing international ac-
countability.

“If *human rights’ had not been
weaponized by the usual suspects,
Canada would be the one on ftri-
al—sitting in the dock under reso-
lutions, not strutting on the world
stage.”

On Wednesday, the UN’s Third Com-
mittee adopted the draft resolution
titled “Situation of human rights in
the Islamic Republic of Iran,” with
79 votes in favor, 28 against, and 63
abstentions.

The text—reflecting a politically
motivated and selective assess-
ment—"“condemns what it de-
scribes as an alarming rise and
continued use of the death penalty”
in Iran, language that Tehran rejects
as inaccurate and biased.

Before the vote, Iran’s Deputy Per-
manent Representative to the UN,
Gholamhossein Darzi, rejected the
resolution as “politically driven,
selective, and entirely counterpro-
ductive.”

He said the accusations against Iran
relied on “unverified claims and se-
lectively interpreted information.”
Darzi stressed that the resolution
ignores Iran’s progress on human
rights, as well as its efforts to pro-
mote socio-economic development
and strengthen legal protections in
line with constitutional and interna-
tional commitments.

He also faulted the text for failing to
condemn the blatant violations of
international law carried out by the
Israeli regime and the United States
during their 12-day military attacks
on Iran in June.

According to Darzi, the drafters
deliberately omitted any mention
of the harmful effects of unilateral
coercive measures on the human
rights and well-being of the Iranian
people.

“We firmly believe that if human
rights were not being misused as
a political tool by certain countries,
the main sponsor of this draft—
Canada—would itself be the target
of resolutions in this body: for the
atrocities against its Indigenous
communities; for neglecting the
living and economic conditions of
its own population; and for provid-
ing military support to the Israeli
regime as it commits genocide and
war crimes in the occupied Palestin-
ian territories,” he said.

He concluded that resolutions of
this kind, detached from realities
on the ground, “are designed not to
advance human rights, but to apply
political pressure.”

Despite frequent human rights ad-
vocacy by Western governments,
observers and several UN member
states have noted instances of in-
consistent approaches, particularly
regarding developments in Pales-
tine and Lebanon.

_www.esfahan-news.com

Trade Ghallenges opportunities discussed at Iran—Russia chamber meeting

Members of the Iran-Russia
Joint Chamber of Commerce
warned that customs barriers,

forex-rate  volatility, transport
constraints and international
sanctions continue to weigh on
Iranian exporters seeking to ex-
pand their presence in the Rus-
sian market.

The concerns were raised during
the chamber’s general assembly,
held at the place of Iran Chamber
of Commerce, Industries, Mines
and Agriculture (ICCIMA).

The meeting did not reach the
quorum required for formal vot-
ing but proceeded as a platform
for consultation, allowing mem-
bers to debate sector-wide chal-
lenges and outline proposals to
improve bilateral trade.

The chamber rescheduled its
next general assembly for De-
cember 15, aiming for broader
participation and the adoption of
strategic decisions to strengthen
commercial ties between the two
countries.

Participants  said  producers
and traders face systemic bar-
riers when dealing with Rus-
sian partners. They cited cus-
toms procedures, inconsistent
documentation  requirements,
fluctuating currency rates and
logistical problems—particular-
ly in cross-border freight—as
persistent factors raising costs
and reducing predictability for
exporters.

Members also noted that sanc-
tions continue to restrict financial
channels and slow trade flows,
despite growing political efforts
by both governments to deepen
economic cooperation.
Roshan-Ali Yekta, deputy head
of the Iran-Russia chamber,
addressed concerns raised by
a manufacturing representative
about intermediaries and the use
of one-time business licenses.
He said disposable trading cards
were a symptom of structural
problems in the commercial sys-
tem.

“When buyers present them-
selves as procuring goods for
domestic use but ultimately in-
tend to export, it differs little from
smuggling,” he said. He added
that the chamber would “serious-
ly pursue” the issue to improve
transparency and protect legiti-
mate exporters.

Seyed Reza Rafiei, a board
member of the chamber, said
China’s overseas grain-farming
program in eastern Russia could
create opportunities for Iranian
businesses. He urged traders to
push for investment in rail trans-
port along the eastern Caspian
route, saying a logistics hub at
Incheh-Borun could be devel-
oped with less than $20 million.
Rafiei described the cancellation
of a Russian railway investment
plan in Iran—blocked by a for-
mer Iranian railway chief—as a
sethack that should be urgently
revisited. “Traders must demand

the development of this infra-
structure and plan for return car-
go on the route,” he said.
Another board member, Kambiz
Mir-Karimi, said the business
environment  would  improve
only through structural reforms.
He argued that the commercial
ID system was a standard and
reliable tool worldwide, and that
stabilizing Iran’s currency regime
through a single exchange rate
was essential to reducing uncer-
tainty for exporters and import-
ers.

An industrial cooperation memo-
randum of understanding (MOU)
has been signed between Iran’s
Alborz Province and Russia to
expand exports, promote tech-
nology transfer, and apply mod-
ern innovations such as artificial
intelligence  (Al) in industrial
production, officials announced
earlier this month.

Reza Rezaei, head of the Alborz
House of Industry, Mine and
Trade, announced the agreement
during a ceremony honoring the
province’s top producers and ex-
porters, held at the Iran Chamber
of Commerce.

He said the partnership aims to
enhance coordination among
industrial and economic insti-
tutions and support export-ori-
ented production amid current
economic challenges.

Rezaei noted that despite its
small size, Alborz hosts many of
Iran’s major industrial units and
has significant economic poten-
tial.

“We are working to present a
successful model of smart in-
dustrial development using new
technologies, particularly artificial
intelligence,” he said.

The MOU, signed under the title
NCC, seeks to facilitate exports,
transfer technical know-how, and
establish a platform for techno-
logical cooperation between the
two countries.

Rezaei emphasized the need to
shift Iran’s education system
from theory-based to skill-driv-
en approaches to prepare a new
generation of Al-capable special-
ists for the future of industry.

He said the Alborz House of In-
dustry, operating without state
funding, has expanded to 21 in-
dustrial associations and plans to
reach more than 32. The organ-
ization currently works with 20
specialized consultants across
various sectors to support man-
ufacturers.

Parham Rezaei, head of the Al-
borz Chamber of Commerce, said
the province’s exports averaged
about $1.0 billion annually over
the past two years. He highlight-
ed ongoing cooperation between
the chamber and the House of
Industry to avoid overlap in pro-
grams and jointly promote indus-
trial development.

He added that a joint economic
development roadmap has been
prepared through more than 15
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expert sessions, while efforts are
underway to attract investment in
renewable energy projects that
could boost the province’s elec-
tricity generation capacity to 300
megawatts by year-end.

On October 20, the head of the
Russia—Iran  Business Council
said that over 80 percent of trade
between Iran and Russia is now
conducted in their national cur-
rencies, the rial and ruble, mark-
ing a major step toward financial
independence and reduced reli-
ance on third-party currencies.
Speaking at the 22nd meeting of
the International Council for Co-
operation among Caspian Cham-
ber of Commerce members,
Leonid Lozhechko said Iran and
Russia are taking new steps to
deepen bilateral economic ties by
easing trade regulations, devel-
oping infrastructure, and expand-
ing collaboration in technology,
agriculture, and the International
North-South Transport Corridor
(INSTC).

Lozhechko noted that the council
is pursuing a strategic plan to
enhance cooperation in advanced
technologies,  telecommunica-
tions, medicine, and particularly
cybersecurity. He said about 60
percent of bilateral trade is relat-
ed to agricultural products, with
Russia exporting grains, wood,
oilseeds, chemicals, aluminum,
coal, and steel to Iran, while Iran
supplies spare parts, energy
products, ceramics, cement, and
agricultural goods to Russia.

He stressed that one of the
council’s priorities is simplifying
regulations under the Eurasian
Economic Union framework to
unlock the full potential of trade
between the two countries.
Lozhechko added that represent-
atives from Russia’s ministries of
industry, economy, and agricul-
ture, as well as banks from both
nations, participated in the event.
“We are determined to remove
bureaucratic barriers so that
trade between Iran and Russia
can reach its true potential,” he
said.

Dmitry Kurochkin, vice president
of the Chamber of Commerce
and Industry of the Russian Fed-
eration, highlighted the Caspian
Sea’s strategic importance in the
emerging global economic order.
He said the Caspian region’s rich
energy resources, transit routes,
and geo-economic position could
transform it into a major global
development hub.

He emphasized the INSTC’s po-
tential to turn the Caspian region
into a multimodal transit corridor
linking global transport routes
and boosting exchanges among
Iran, Russia, Azerbaijan, Kazakh-
stan, and Turkmenistan.
Kurochkin also pointed to grow-
ing Russian business interest
in Iran’s market, citing Tehran’s
upcoming free trade agreement
with the Eurasian Economic Un-
ion and its membership in BRICS

as opportunities to expand pri-
vate sector cooperation.

He announced plans for joint in-
vestment projects through 2030
under the Commonwealth of In-
dependent States (CIS) develop-
ment framework, prioritizing ag-
riculture, advanced technologies,
textiles, and tourism.

Kurochkin said economic interac-
tions among Caspian states have
grown by 80 percent in the past
two years and called for greater
coordination in customs, logis-
tics, and infrastructure to make
the Caspian a central driver of
sustainable growth and techno-
logical cooperation across Eur-
asia.

In early October, an official with
Trade Promotion Organization
(TPO) of Iran said that the share
of industrial goods of Iran’s ex-
ports to Russia has increased
significantly over the past three
years, and Iran’s exports to this
destination have almost doubled.
Akbar Godari, the head of TPQ’s
Central Asia, Caucasus, and Rus-
sia Office reported a significant
growth in trade exchanges be-
tween Iran and Russia, stating:
“Given the current trend and pre-
dicted trade plans, it is expected
that Iran’s exports to Russia will
reach approximately $1.4 billion
by the end of the current Iranian
calendar year 1404 (March 20,
2026).”

“This is while at the end of the
year 1403 (March 2025), our
country’s exports to Russia were
about $1.1 billion”, the official
added.

He further explained that accord-
ing to statistics, the majority of
imports from Russia consist of
grains and oilseeds, which make
up over 70 percent, with the re-
mainder being production line
machinery. In contrast, Iran’s
exports to Russia include 45
percent agricultural products, 37
percent industrial goods, 10 per-
cent petrochemical and polymer
products, and approximately 7 to
8 percent minerals.

Referring to the change in the
composition of lran’s exports
in recent years, he said: “In the
years 1399 and 1400 (2020-
2022), the volume of Iran’s ex-
ports to Russia was about $500
million, over 90 percent of which
consisted of fruits and vegeta-
bles. But today, while maintaining
agricultural exports, the share of
industrial goods has increased
significantly, and Iran’s exports to
Russia have nearly doubled over
the past three years.”

The Iranian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs has, in a statement, an-
nounced that the Iranian-Rus-
sian Treaty on Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership is legally
binding as of October 2, 2025.
“The conclusion of the treaty
mirrors the willpower of leaders
of the two countries to further
deepen and enhance relations in
all areas of mutual interest based
on mutual respect, good neigh-
borliness and common interests
of the two nations,” read the
statement.

“The Iranian-Russian Treaty on
Comprehensive Strategic Part-
nership is a milestone in the
history of relations between the
two countrigs and envisions the
upgrading of cordial ties between
the two nations in various areas
of mutual interest,” the statement
also read.

“By specifying areas and priori-
ties of cooperation between the
two countries, this significant
document delineates a bright
framework for the enhancement
of relations in different diplo-
matic, economic, trade, scientif-
ic-technological, energy, invest-
ment, defense cultural and other

areas and lays the groundwork
for coordination and synergy to
serve mutual interests and boost
cooperation to safeguard interna-
tional peace and security and face
growing threats and challenges
against the rule of law on the
international stage as well as the
principles and objectives of the
UN Charter,” said the statement.
“Being cognizant of the funda-
mental significance of safeguard-
ing the principles and objectives
of the UN Charter in order to
protect international peace and
security, Iran and Russia spare
no effort to safeguard multilater-
alism and respect for internation-
al law, including through the en-
hancement of cooperation within
the framework of multilateral
mechanisms and organizations
such the BRICS and the Shang-
hai Cooperation Organization,”
the statement added.

The Russian Foreign Ministry has
also announced that the treaty
has officially come into effect,
marking a landmark in bilateral
relations.

The Iranian-Russian Treaty on
Comprehensive Strategic Part-
nership, signed on 17 January
2025, by Russian President
Vladimir Putin and Iranian Pres-
ident Masoud Pezeshkian, is a
treaty for the improvement of ties
between the two nations.

Under the deal, Iran and Russia
aim to significantly enhance their
collaboration across all sectors,
including defense, energy, fi-
nance, transportation, industries,
agriculture, culture, science, and
technology. Th treaty marks a
turning point, opening a new
chapter in reciprocal ties between
the two sides.

“This treaty reflects a strategic
choice at the highest level of
political leadership in Russia
and Iran, aimed at strengthening
comprehensive friendly relations
and good neighborliness,” the
Russian Foreign Ministry has
noted.

Moscow has also emphasized
that the development is a key
watershed in the history of rela-
tions between the two countries,
upgrading their partnership to a
new level.

The treaty is seen as a reflection
of the strategic alignment be-
tween Russia and Iran. It aims to
boost cooperation on all fronts,
including economic and military.
On September 18, Iran’s OQil
Minister Mohsen Paknejad met
Russian Energy Minister Ser-
gei Tsivilyov and Gazprom CEO
Alexei Miller in Tehran to re-
view economic cooperation and
preparations for the next meeting
of the Iran-Russia Joint Econom-
ic Gommittee, the Oil Ministry’s
news agency Shana reported.
Paknejad said the talks followed
up on the outcomes of the 18th
joint committee, which was held
in Moscow, noting that “the re-
sults required further pursuit”
and that the two sides reviewed
them in detail during the meet-
ing.

He added that some areas of co-
operation required revision and
further dialogue, which were dis-
cussed and resolved.

On the 19th committee session,
scheduled to be hosted by Iran,
the minister said the timing and
agenda were also discussed and
would be announced “at the ap-
propriate time.”

On September 23, Iran’s Industry,
Mining and Trade Minister Seyed
Mohammad Atabak met Russian
Economic Development Minister
Maxim Reshetnikov in Moscow
during the first joint committee
session on implementing the
Iran-Eurasian Economic Union
(EAEU) free trade agreement.
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Araghchi says
Iran “fully pre-
pared for war’

Iranian Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Araghchi has declared
that the Islamic Republic of
Iran stands more ready than
ever to decisively counter any
act of aggression from the Is-
raeli regime.

Speaking in an exclusive in-
terview with The Economist,
the senior diplomat detailed
how lIran’s defensive capac-
ities have been significantly
enhanced in the wake of the
12-day war, transforming the
nation into a formidable for-
tress. Araghchi underscored
that the lessons from that
conflict have been meticu-
lously analyzed, leading to
substantial improvements in
both the quantity and quality
of Iran’s missile capabilities,
which are now positioned
with greater strategic preci-
sion.

When questioned on Iran’s
preparedness for potential
new hostilities, Araghchi left
no room for doubt, assert-
ing that Iran is “even more
prepared than [in] the pre-
vious war.” He elaborated
on the nation’s unwavering
philosophy that true peace
is secured through strength,
stating, “The best way to pre-
vent a war is to be prepared
for it. And we are fully pre-
pared.” This steadfast pos-
ture reflects Iran’s legitimate
right to self-defense in the
face of persistent threats and
destabilizing actions from ad-
versaries.

On the international stage,
the foreign minister high-
lighted the critical support
provided by Russia during
the recent conflict, a solidari-
ty that has since matured into
a deepening “strategic part-
nership.” This growing alli-
ance stands in stark contrast
to the duplicitous actions of
Western powers, he said.
Regarding the nuclear dossi-
er, Araghchi reaffirmed Iran’s
long-standing commitment
to a peaceful nuclear program
and its openness to a “fair
and balanced” agreement.
However, he firmly rejected
any foreign dictates, particu-
larly from the United States,
which has consistently vio-
lated its commitments. “We
don’t have a single good
experience with negotiat-
ing with the United States,”
Araghchi noted, pointing to a
history of American bad faith.
Iranians sat the roots of the
current impasse lie square-
ly with the United States.
After Iran faithfully adhered
to the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA), the
Trump administration un-
lawfully withdrew from the
accord and imposed a cruel
sanctions regime, a policy of
economic terrorism that the
Biden administration chose
to continue. While Europe-
an signatories capitulated to
American pressure, failing to
uphold their obligations, Iran
has demonstrated strategic
patience. Araghchi made it
clear that while the door to
negotiation remains open,
the era of accepting ultima-
tums is over. “We are ready
for negotiation, but not for
dictation,” he stated, encap-
sulating Iran’s principled and
dignified stance on the world
stage.
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Iran to establish
independent
free-zone
bank under new
economic
reform plan

Iran plans to create an
independent banking sys-
tem dedicated to its free
trade zones as part of a
broader effort to overhaul
the country’s economic
governance, the economy
minister said, adding that
free zones will serve as the
launchpad for structural
reform.

Speaking at a meeting
with business leaders in
the Aras Free Zone, Econ-
omy Minister Seyed Ali
Madanizadeh said the gov-
ernment aims to expand
economic freedoms, lift
restrictions and acceler-
ate decentralization in the
country’s most commer-
cially active regions.

He said the administration
has begun implement-
ing a new transformation
plan for free zones, built
around  decentralization
and specialization of ac-
tivities in each zone. The
pilot phase will begin in
East Azarbaijan Province,
centered on the Aras Free
Zone.

Madanizadeh said the
government is moving to
establish an independ-
ent bank dedicated to the
financial needs of free
zones. Aras will also be
assigned a lead commer-
cial bank to coordinate
services, and steps are
being taken to establish
an independent chamber
of commerce for the zone.
He said the government
has adopted a supportive
stance toward investors
and producers operating
in free zones, and con-
firmed that all ministerial
directives limiting trade
activity in these areas will
be revoked. A new Free
Zone Development Secre-
tariat has been launched
inside the Ministry of
Economy, with Aras desig-
nated as its pilot site.
The minister also an-
nounced new tax policies
aimed at relieving pressure
on businesses, including
maximum instalment op-
tions for tax payments. A
unified “free-zone citizen
card” will be issued for
all free zone residents and
operators, he added.
Other measures under re-
view include the removal
of price-setting rules in
free zones. Madanizadeh
said a number of restric-
tive regulations in the past
had originated from with-
in the ministry itself, and
the government was now
working to eliminate them.
He urged private-sector
actors to pursue their de-
mands directly, and said a
new communication chan-
nel would be established
to allow businesspeople to
engage with the minister’s
office.

He said the government is
committed to mobilizing
all available tools to ex-
pand investment across
the free zones, calling on
companies to “step for-
ward” as reforms advance.

,/ﬁl:\e “T_E“‘..\\
Bilingua
lingual A

Sunday - November 23, 2025

Freestyler
Amouzad

/  Economic
1

< \

wins gold:

2025 Riyadh

Iranian  freestyle wrestler Rahman
Amouzad won a gold medal at the
2025 Islamic Solidarity Games (ISG) on
Thursday. He defeated Tajikistan's Ab-
dulmazhid Kudiev 12-2 in the final bout
of 65kg. Bilol Sharip Uulu of Kyrgyzstan
and Uzbekistan’s Umidjon Jalolov seized
the bronze medals. The 6th Islamic Sol-
idarity Games, known as Riyadh 2025,

[rreoular Sleep-Wake Cvcles May Rase

Heart Attack, Stroke Risk by 26%

Source:
By:

A new study found an increased risk of
cardiovascular events in people with ir-
regular sleep patterns.

* Sleep regularity (waking up and going
to bed at the same time every day) could
be more important than sleep duration in
predicting heart attack and stroke.

¢ A new study found that even when indi-
viduals got enough sleep, irregular sleep
patterns increased their risk of cardiovas-
cular events.

« Conversely, more sleep regularity was
protective against heart attack and stroke.
If you regularly wake up and go to bed at
different times, you could be at increased
risk of heart attack and stroke.

According to new research in the Journal
of Epidemiology & Gommunity Health,
sleep regularity, or how often you stick
to the same sleeping and waking sched-
ule, appears to be a stronger predictor of

Tehran Permanent International Fairgrounds is hosting the 22nd
edition of Iran’s international exhibition of metallurgy, dubbed
IRAN METAFOQ, bringing together more than 700 domestic
and foreign companies in what officials describe as the coun-
try’s most significant annual gathering for the steel and metals

sector.

According to state media, the event was inaugurated by Industry,
Mining and Trade Minister Seyed Mohammad Atabak and it will

run until November 23.

The exhibition features 610 Iranian companies and 113 foreign

major cardiovascular events than sleep
duration.

It is the first study of its kind to look at the
effects of both sleep duration and sleep
regularity on cardiovascular disease.

The authors found that the risk of heart
attack, stroke, and heart failure all in-
creased significantly in people with irreg-
ular sleep patterns, even if they got the
recommended number of hours of sleep
for their age.

Conversely, individuals who adhered
most strongly to a regular sleep and
wake schedule had a lower risk of major
cardiovascular events.

“Sleep irregularity refers to frequently
changing sleep schedules, like going
to bed and waking up at different times
each day, which can disrupt the body and
negatively impact health. This research
emphasizes the importance of prior-

itizing sleep regularity in public health
guidelines and clinical care to support
cardiovascular health,” Jean-Philippe
Chaput, PhD, a senior scientist at the
Children’s Hospital of Eastern Ontar-
io Research Institute and first author
of the research, told Healthline.

Higher risk of cardiovascular event

among irregular sleepers %

The large study included more than
72,000 individuals between the ages of
40 and 79 with no history of major cardi-
ovascular events.

Sleep is complex, so researchers at-
tempted to control for a wide variety of
factors that could affect the study’s out-
comes, including age, sex, ethnicity, his-
tory of cardiovascular disease, and men-
tal health. They also included important
aspects of lifestyle that could affect sleep
quality, such as self-reported sleep prob-

participants from 13 countries, showcasing equipment, technol-
ogies and products across the full metallurgy value chain, in-
cluding iron and steel production, casting and molding systems,
non-ferrous metals, mining machinery, industrial furnaces, re-
fractory materials and advanced ceramics.
Organizers say the diversity of participants and the presence of
specialists from multiple fields have turned the expo into a key
platform for exchanging technical expertise, presenting new in-
dustrial innovations and expanding cooperation at both national
and regional levels.

Presidential letter to Sandi Crown Prince
was ahout Hayy, Irantan envoy clarifies

The Ambassador of the Islamic Republic
of Iran to Riyadh, Alireza Enayati, pro-
vided details regarding a letter sent by
Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian
to Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince Moham-
med bin Salman.

Enayati said that last year, following the
appointment of Mr. Bayat as Head of
Iran’s Hajj and Pilgrimage Organization,
President Pezeshkian sent a message
regarding Hajj to the Crown Prince.
The message was delivered to the Sau-
di Minister of Hajj in the ambassador’s
presence.

Enayati added that this year, the Presi-
dent sent another message expressing
appreciation for the facilities provided to
Hajj pilgrims, particularly for Saudi as-
sistance in transferring Iranian pilgrims
under special circumstances caused by
the Israeli attacks in June. This message
was delivered by Mr. Rashidian, the new
Head of the Hajj and Pilgrimage Organ-
ization, to Prince Abdulaziz bin Saud,
Saudi Minister of Interior and Chairman

of the Supreme Hajj Council, in the am-
bassador s presence.

The Iranian diplomat noted that the
messages highlighted the expansion of
Iran-Saudi relations and praised Saudi
services and arrangements for Iranian
pilgrims. He also confirmed that during
the visit, Mr. Rashidian signed the agree-
ment for next year's Hajj in Jeddah with
the Saudi Minister of Hajj.

Reuters reported on November 20 that
Iran had sent a letter to the Saudi Crown
Prince asking Saudi Arabia to encourage
the United States to revive stalled nucle-
ar talks, citing concerns over a potential
repeat of Israeli airstrikes and economic
challenges. Iranian officials clarified that
the letter referenced by Reuters is the
same Hajj-related correspondence de-
scribed by the Iranian envoy.

Iranian officials have frequently criti-
cized Reuters for publishing reports that
contradict the Islamic Republic’s official
positions. In several high-profile cas-
es, Tehran has accused the agency of

spreading lies, issuing fake news, or
participating in Western soft war.

A notable example is Reuters’ reporting
on the 2019 unrest in Iran, in which the
agency cited anonymous sources claim-
ing that 1,500 people were Kkilled. Irani-
an officials strongly rejected this figure,
stating that the death toll was far lower,
and described the report as exaggerat-
ed propaganda. An official at Iran’s Su-
preme National Security Council (SNSC),
Alireza Zarifian Yeganeh, head of the
SNSC Information and Communications
Secretariat, said such claims were part of
an anti-Iran disinformatio campaign.
Last year, Reuters also suggested that
the Quds commander of the Islamic
Revolution Guard Corps (IRGC), Gener-
al Esmaeil Qaani, had been killed or in-
jured during Israeli strikes on Lebanon.
The commander later explained the
goal of such reports is to have friends
and family contact the figure, so Israel
can gather information on their where-
abouts.

wheth-
er or not the individual
worked odd hours (night
shifts), and even screen
time.
The study found that irreg-
ular sleepers had a 26%
increased risk of major
cardiovascular events,
and moderate irregular
sleepers had a modest
increase of 8%.

P

Iranian Industrial Development and
Renovation Organization of Iran
(IDRO) has begun a pilot program
to renovate and modernize aging
industrial units across six provinc-
es, with officials saying nearly 200
factories have already registered to
participate.

Farshad Mogimi, deputy indus-
try minister and IDRO head said
the initiative is being implemented
through a new online platform de-
signed to streamline applications
and track progress.

He said all industrial units that re-
ceived their operating licenses at
least ten years ago are eligible to
apply for upgrades. Out of roughly
78,000 licensed units nationwide,
about 21,000 meet the criteria.
Mogimi said the ministry’s mod-
ernization model focuses on smart
policy design, sustainable financ-
ing, deployment of new technolo-
gies, improved energy efficiency
and enhanced competitiveness.
Incentives include priority access to
foreign currency, customs and tax
exemptions, export-support tools
and backing for research and devel-
opment.

According to ministry data, more
than 300 factories have undergone
diagnostic assessments so far, and
renovation work has already started
at more than 35 units.

[DRO Faunches Pilot overhawl program
for aging Industrial units In 6 provinces

are an inter-continental multi-sport
event organized by the Islamic Solidari-
ty Sports Association (ISSA), held from
Nov. 7 to 21 in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.
The event has brought together more
than 3,000 athletes from 57 nations,
competing across 25 sports in pursuit
of glory at one of the Islamic world’s
premier multi-sport events.

IDRO has now launched its dedicat-
ed overhaul portal, NOSAZI.IDRO.
ir, which is being tested in East
Azerbaijan, llam, Khorasan Razavi,
Qazvin, Kermanshah and Markazi
provinces. In the pilot phase, 228
industrial units expressed interest
in the program, and more than 189
have formally registered.

Mogimi said IDRO is prepared to
sign a cooperation agreement with
the Tehran Chamber of Commerce
to support the rollout of the reno-
vation plan. The pact would cover
the design of support packages
and incentives, implementation of
modernization projects, financing
mechanisms and joint monitoring
and evaluation.

In a separate part of his remarks,
he highlighted the acceleration in
scrapping older vehicles. Iran is
currently dismantling an average of
850 obsolete cars per day, a record
pace that he said contributed to
saving 1.1 billion liters of fuel last
year.

He added that each scrapped ve-
hicle allows the recovery of an
estimated 400 kilograms of steel,
30 kilograms of aluminum and
five kilograms of copper — ma-
terials he said play a key role in
building a more efficient circu-
lar-economy model in the industrial
sector.
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