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Afghanistan seeks
investment by major
Iranian companies

During a meeting between members
of the Iranian Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines, and Agriculture
(ICCIMA)’s trade delegation and the
head of the Afghanistan Chamber
of Commerce and Investment, the
need to develop relations between the
chambers of both countries was high-
lighted, and major Iranian companies
were invited to invest in Afghanistan.
Members of the Iranian Chamber’s
trade delegation, accompanied by
the Iranian ambassador in Kabul,
met with the head of the Afghani-
stan Chamber of Commerce and In-
vestment. This meeting focused on
three key areas in Iran-Afghanistan
relations: investment, exports, and
transportation.

In all three of these areas, the two
countries have not succeeded in
having continuous and stable coop-
eration; therefore, it was emphasized
that the chambers of commerce of the
two countries should become active
in these fields. Furthermore, it was
stressed that currently, numerous
companies from various countries
have invested in Afghanistan; how-
ever, lran’s presence in the country is
very limited. This is not satisfactory
for the Afghan side.

Additionally, it was mentioned that
there are very high export capacities,
but the inability to utilize them exists
due to the lack of certain infrastruc-
tures, such as transportation and
logistics. Given these points, greater
connection between the private sec-
tors of Iran and Afghanistan, with
the chambers of commerce setting
the priorities, was confirmed. This is
because it is essential to identify and
resolve challenges online and in a
timely manner, and in this regard, the
chambers can play a key role.

At the beginning of this meeting,
Alireza Bigdeli, the Iranian Ambassa-
dor to Kabul, pointed to some of the
capabilities and capacities of the two
countries for deepening trade and
investment relations between Iran
and Afghanistan. He said: “Above
all, Iran and Afghanistan should uti-
lize their potential for neighborliness,
proximity, and religious, cultural,
and historical commonalities to be-
come each other’s primary partners
in trade and investment.” Subse-
quently, Niloufar Asadi, the Director
General of Asia and Oceania at the
International Department of the Iran
Chamber, stated that developing re-
lations with Afghanistan is a priority
in the Iran Chamber’s work program.
She emphasized: “The Iran Chamber
of Commerce, Industries, Mines, and
Agriculture seeks to develop a roadm-
ap to pave the way for advancing the
level of relations based on a precise
plan.”

She also pointed out the necessity
of using the capacity of joint cham-
bers, saying: “It is necessary for us to
participate more robustly in the joint
committees of the two countries and
use this position to the advantage of
removing legal obstacles and creating
the necessary infrastructure.

A high-ranking Iranian economic del-
egation led by Industry, Mining and
Trade Minister Seyed Mohammad
Atabak arrived in Kabul on Monday
for talks on boosting trade and invest-
ment with Afghanistan.

Afghan Ministry of Industry and
Commerce spokesman Abdul Salam
Jawad Akhundzada said the visit aims
to identify obstacles hindering bilater-
al trade and to improve cooperation in
transport and joint investment.

The delegation also met officials from
the prime minister’s economic office,
as well as the ministries of industry
and commerce, mines and petro-
leum, and public works, along with
Afghan private sector representatives.
Atabak told reporters upon arrival
that Iran and Afghanistan share deep
historical and cultural ties. He said
the Pezeshkian administration has
prioritized stronger relations with all
neighbors, with Afghanistan regarded
as a particularly important partner.
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[ran’s exports to Africa double m Hl

Iran’s exports to Africa doubled
in the first half of the current
Iranian calendar year (August
23-September 22) compared
with the same period last year,
the acting head of the Africa
office at the Trade Promotion
Organization (TPO) said.
Mohammadreza Safari an-
nounced a 100-percent growth
in non-oil exports to the African
market in the first half of this
year and plans to hold the Africa
Summit in late 2026.

He stated that this success
demonstrates Iran’s position in
the potential-rich market of 1.4
billion people in Africa.

While detailing trade relations
with African countries today,
the official stated that Iran’s
exports to Africa in the first six
months of this year reached
$675 million, which has dou-
bled compared to the same
period last year.

The acting head of the Africa
Office of Iran’s Trade Develop-
ment Organization described
this growth as a success for the
country and added: “This vol-
ume of exports is equivalent to
80 percent of the total exports
to this continent last year, and
we hope to achieve an unprec-
edented record in the past 10
years by the end of the year.”
Referring to sanctions and
international conditions, Safa-
ri described Africa as a large
and high-potential market for
Iranian businesses and empha-
sized: “Many businesspeople
are seeking new markets after
recent events, and Africa can
be a very suitable alternative.
This continent, with a popula-

tion of 1.4 billion, is a very large
market for all kinds of Iranian
products.”

The acting head of the Africa Of-
fice cited the successful model
of Asian countries such as
China and Turkey as “presence
and joint production with Afri-
can companies” and said: “We
should also move towards this
type of cooperation. Consider-
ing the sanctions conditions,
we can propose new models
such as ‘barter’ to African coun-
terparts. Some African coun-
tries, due to similar sanctions
conditions, are interested in
cooperating with Iran.”

He referred to the formation
of the “Eighth Meeting of the
Africa Headquarters” in the ad-
ministration and added: “This
headquarters is formed with
the presence of the First Vice
President and 13 ministers, and
we, in its economic committee
which we are in charge of, have
established eight specialized
committees. Important issues
such as shipping, air transpor-
tation, allocation of credit lines,
and agricultural development
are on the agenda of these
committees and are being fol-
lowed up.”

At the end, Safari announced
plans to hold the “Africa Sum-
mit” in the next Iranian year,
which starts on March 21,
2026, and said: “The final de-
cision regarding this summit
will be made in the next meet-
ing of the Africa Headquarters,
and we have already started our
planning.”

Iranian business leaders have
called for stronger engagement

[=]

"

=157
=

Reza Mahzunieh
Marzie Rabiei

Hoora Building,

Shahid Mofateh Street, Ahmad
Abad Square, Isfahan, Iran
031- 32274500

031-32274515

031-32274517, 32274518,
32274512, 32274505.

031-32274507,32274511
Samim

031-32274508

esfahan-news.com
30007232

with  Africa’s fast-developing
infrastructure  markets, em-
phasizing the continent’s vast
potential for technical and engi-
neering cooperation.

Speaking at the opening of the
Iran—Africa Cooperation Forum
on Technical and Engineering
Services, held at the place of the
Iran Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and Agricul-
ture (ICCIMA) in mid-October,
Payam Bagheri, deputy head of
the ICCIMA, said Iran has ex-
tensive experience in the water
industry and should leverage
Africa’s unique opportunities in
this field.

“Despite great potential, we
have so far utilized only a frac-
tion of it,” he said.

The event, titled developing
cooperation between Iranian
companies and African water
project stakeholders, brought
together high-level delegations
from Mauritania, Algeria, Nige-
ria, and Tanzania at the ICCIMA
headquarters in Tehran.
Bagheri described the gathering
as an important step toward
closer ties between Iranian and
African business communities.
Ali Naghavi, head of ICCIMA's
Committee on Technical and
Engineering  Services, said
the Chamber is determined to
strengthen Iran’s role in export-
ing engineering and construc-
tion expertise.

“After the successful OPEC
Fund event, this marks the
second major international in-
itiative to promote Iranian en-
gineering services abroad,” he
noted.

Naghavi added that employer

representatives from the four
African nations are attending
the two-day event, where Irani-
an engineering firms are show-
casing their capabilities through
B2B meetings and specialized
sessions.

“Identifying local partners, in-
troducing real projects, and
building a lasting presence for
Iranian contractors and con-
sultants in Africa are among our
key objectives,” he said.

He pointed to the formation of
a Joint Committee for Export-
ing Engineering Services at
ICCIMA as “a coordinated step
toward elevating Iran’s position
in global markets,” calling the
forum “the second milestone in
a long-term national strategy.”
Reza Haji-Karim, chairman of
the Federation of Iran’s Water
Industry, highlighted the coun-
try’s proven expertise in design-
ing, constructing, and operating
water and wastewater facilities.
“With decades of experience
managing water resources in
arid and semi-arid regions, Iran
is a reliable partner for African
countries seeking to develop
their water infrastructure and
recycling systems,” he said.
Meanwhile, Haj-Rasouliha,
head of UNESCO’'s Regional
Center on Urban Water Man-
agement in Iran, discussed the
forum’s broader goals and an-
nounced that the next session
of the Center’s Governing Board
would be held in Tehran.

The two-day event features ne-
gotiation tables with Tanzanian
and Nigerian representatives,
B2B sessions with Iranian com-
panies, and field visits to major
water projects in Tehran — all
designed to pave the way for
practical, long-term coopera-
tion between Iran and Africa.
Iran has stepped up engage-
ment with Africa in recent
months, sealing agreements
with  Tunisia and holding
high-level meetings aimed at
tapping into the continent’s
growing markets. But experts
warn that lasting success de-
pends on removing structural
barriers, especially in transport
and financial channels.

During a visit to Tunis on Sep-
tember 9, Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Araghchi signed a package
of accords that included vi-
sa-free travel for up to 15 days,
the launch of direct Tehran—
Tunis flights, the creation of a
joint economic commission

and initiatives to boost tourism.
Tunis, with its position in North
Africa, is viewed in Tehran as a
gateway for wider trade with the
region.

Despite the political goodwill,
analysts say many previous
memoranda of understanding
with African partners have re-
mained on paper. Persistent ob-
stacles such as high transport
costs, limited shipping options,
financial transfer difficulties,
poor market knowledge and
regional competition continue
to constrain trade.

Masoud Barhaman, head of
the Iran—Africa Joint Cham-
ber of Commerce, said Africa
represents one of Iran’s most
important future markets, with
opportunities in  agriculture,
engineering services and basic
commodities. He stressed the
chamber’s role in mobilizing
the private sector and using in-
ternational networks to expand
Iran’s footprint.

Rouhollah Latifi, spokesman of
the Trade Development Com-
mission of Iran’s Chamber of
Commerce, noted that Iranian
exports to Tunisia rose signifi-
cantly in the first five months of
this year, though Tehran’s over-
all share of Tunisian imports
remains negligible. He argued
that sustainable growth will
only come if transport routes
are regular and affordable, fi-
nancial mechanisms such as
barter or settlement channels
are developed, and products
are actively promoted through
exhibitions and trade events.
Available data show that Iran’s
iron and steel exports to Tunisia
brought in about $7.5 million
in recent years, underlining the
potential of Africa’s markets.
But some lIranian agricultur-
al goods such as raisins and
pistachios still reach African
buyers indirectly through hubs
like Dubai, rebranded under
third-country origins due to
the lack of direct logistical and
financial pathways.

Officials and experts say over-
coming these structural hurdles
could unlock opportunities in
a continent of more than one
billion people. The recent ac-
cords with Tunisia and stronger
emphasis on economic diplo-
macy signal Tehran’s intent,
but translating political ties into
trade flows will require sus-
tained investment and practical
reforms.

Uomprehensive maritime-hased economy plan heing prepared for Khuzestan

The acting head of the Industry, Mining, and Trade De-
partment of Khuzestan province announced the formu-
lation of a comprehensive maritime-based economic
development plan aimed at the sustainable utilization
of coastal, port, and related industrial capacities in the
province. Mahram Ravanbakhsh said: “The comprehen-
sive maritime-based economic development plan is be-
ing prepared in cooperation with specialized universities
and based on the provisions of the province’s seventh
development plan, with the goal of sustainably utilizing
coastal, port, and related industrial capacities.”

Pointing to Khuzestan’s extensive water border in the
north of the Persian Gulf, Ravanbakhsh said: “With im-
portant ports such as Imam Khomeini Port, Mahshahr,
Khorramshahr, Abadan, Hendijan, Shadegan, and Choe-
bdeh, Khuzestan is one of the main hubs of the country’s
maritime trade and should become the center of the ma-
rine economy in southwestern Iran.”

He listed the main axes of marine-based economic de-
velopment in the province as: the expansion of port and
logistics industries, strengthening downstream petro-
chemical and oil industries in coastal areas, the devel-
opment of aquaculture and marine fisheries, and the
creation of coastal and mining tourism infrastructure.
Referring to new approaches in project financing, he
added: “To achieve these goals, using new financial
instruments is on the agenda. Issuing participation
bonds, creating marine project funds, and utilizing the
Public-Private Partnership (PPP) model can attract new
resources for the province’s port and fisheries projects.”

He also announced the study of establishing special-
ized marine industrial complexes and zones, stating: “In
these zones, production units for equipment, cold stor-
age facilities, and packaging and processing industries
will be established adjacent to active docks to complete
the marine value chain in the province.”

Emphasizing the necessity of observing environmental
considerations, Ravanbakhsh stated: “All marine-based
projects must be implemented based on the principles
of sustainable development. Khuzestan’s blue economy
must move towards a green blue economy to guarantee
the protection of natural resources alongside the pros-
perity of production.”

He said: “With the implementation of the ongoing plans,
Khuzestan can become the focal point of the country’s
maritime-based economy within the next five years. The
sea is the driving engine of Khuzestan’s future growth.”
The former head of Iran’s Ports and Maritime Organi-
zation (PMO) has said the comprehensive plan of mar-
itime-based economy has a deep developmental vision
and is intended to be the basis for all future decisions.
Ali Akbar Safaei also noted: “The realization of a maritime
economy does not require waiting; we have the exper-
tise, experience, and sufficient capital to take action.”

On October 29, the representative of the president for
coordinating maritime-based development policies said
the government has completed and approved a compre-
hensive plan for sea-based development consisting of
56 articles, aimed at strengthening the participation of
the public and private sectors alongside the government.

Ali Abdolalizadeh told IRIB that following six months of
expert work and numerous coordination meetings, the
plan has been approved by the Secretariat's Coordination
Working Group for maritime-Based Development.

It is now ready to be submitted to the Sea-Based De-
velopment Coordination Council and subsequently to the
Cabinet for final approval, he said.

He noted that the new plan revises the version drafted
during the 13th administration, which contained 44
articles. The updated version adds 12 new articles and
revises 35 others, leaving only nine articles unchanged.

Abdolalizadeh emphasized that the new framework envi-
sions a greater role for citizens and civil organizations in
maritime development efforts.

In addition to state bodies, it formally includes non-gov-
ernmental organizations (NGOs), as well as private and
public joint-stock companies, to participate in achieving
maritime-based economic goals.

Iranian deputy oil minister for engineering, research, and
technology has stressed that maritime-based economy
is a national mission.

Speaking at a specialized meeting on the IMO’s carbon
emission reduction requirements, Omid Shakeri an-
nounced the new requirements set by the International
Maritime Organization (IMO) to reduce carbon emis-
sions in the shipping sector, stating: “The policies for de-
veloping a maritime-based economy, which were issued
by the Leader in November 2023, have opened new ho-
rizons for the oil industry, maritime transportation, and
modern technologies.”
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Israel arrests
27-year-old ac-
cused of spying for
Iran in latest espi-
onage case

Israeli authorities say they un-
covered another espionage case
that led to the arrest of a 27-year-
old man accused of working for
Iranian intelligence.

The indictment filed Sunday
against Shimon Azarzar of Kiry-
at Yam details security offenses
involving contact with Iranian
agents and carrying out mis-
sions under their direction.
According to the i24news report,
Azarzar was allegedly assisted
by his girlfriend, a military re-
servist, in gathering information
on Israeli military and Air Force
bases. A joint investigation by
the Shin Bet and police revealed
that over more than a year,
Azarzar transmitted photos and
locations of sensitive sites and
even offered to provide his han-
dlers with vital information from
within the bases.

This case is part of a troubling
pattern for Israeli security agen-
cies. Only a few weeks ago, a
23-year-old from Tiberias, Yosef
Ein Eli, was detained on similar
charges. Israeli media claimed
he received money to collect
intelligence on hotels, IDF sol-
diers, and senior officials for Ira-
nian operatives. Since the start
of the Gaza war in 2023, the Shin
Bet has uncovered more than 20
such espionage cases.

Despite extensive Israeli efforts
to curb the phenomenon of
Israeli citizens spying for Iran,
the crisis seems to be growing.
The Shin Bet reports a stagger-
ing 400% increase in identified
espionage cases in 2024 com-
pared to the previous year. In a
telling move, the Israeli regime
launched a massive advertising
campaign in July, desperately
urging Jewish residents of oc-
cupied Palestine to resist the “fi-
nancial” lure of spying for Iran.
The surge in espionage aligns
with recent statements from
Iranian Intelligence Minister Es-
mail Khatib, who declared that
a “treasure trove” of Israeli in-
telligence had been transferred
to Iran. He said the documents
contained information on nucle-
ar weapons projects and joint
ventures with the U.S. and Euro-
pean countries. Minister Khatib
stated that the cooperation from
Israelis was motivated by both
“material incentives” and hatred
of the “corrupt and criminal” Is-
raeli prime minister.

According to an analysis by
Iran’s Tasnim News Agency,
believed to have ties with Iran’s
military circles, Israelis’ growing
tendency to spy for Iran comes
from deep problems inside Is-
rael.

“Israel lacks a shared national
identity because many citizens
are immigrants without com-
mon cultural or historical roots,
resulting in a weak ‘national zeal’
and a greater focus on personal
interests,” the analysis notes. It
adds that deep internal divisions,
particularly between secular and
Haredi Jews, and racial discrim-
ination against minorities have
made the situation worse. The
analysis also mentions a deterio-
rating economy, which it links to
Benjamin Netanyahu’s policies
and the wars he has launched
against several countries over
the past two years. “All these
factors have created widespread
political, social, and economic
dissatisfaction,” the report con-
cludes.
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Aref tells Russian
PM in Moscow:
‘Partnership treaty
will guide us’

Iran’s First Vice-President, Mo-
hammad-Reza Aref, traveled to
Moscow this week to attend the
24th Meeting of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO)
Council of Heads of Government,
using the trip to underscore Teh-
ran’s commitment to strengthen-
ing ties with the Russian Federa-
tion.

Aref met with Russian Prime
Minister Mikhail Mishustin on
Monday, where he expressed sat-
isfaction with the ongoing devel-
opment of bilateral relations and
specifically praised Moscow’s
diplomatic support regarding re-
cent international issues, particu-
larly those concerning the contro-
versial snapback mechanism.
Aref highlighted the strategic im-
portance of the two nations’ joint
participation in key regional and
international  bodies, including
BRICS, the SCO, and the Eurasian
Economic Union. He stressed
that these organizations offer
significant potential for growth,
stating that “These organizations
possess extraordinary capacities,
and cooperation between the two
countries within this framework
can add further momentum to
collaborations.” The Vice-Pres-
ident also referenced the long-
term Iran-Russia Comprehensive
Strategic  Partnership  Treaty,
calling it essential for future co-
operation. He affirmed that “This
document serves as a guide for
advancing our relations to the
highest level.” Furthermore, Aref
addressed the finalization of a
new agreement focusing on infor-
mation security, noting the shared
threats both countries face in cy-
berspace. He emphasized the ur-
gent need to facilitate the process
to protect the critical infrastruc-
ture of both Iran and Russia. For
his part, Prime Minister Mishustin
affirmed Russia’s reciprocal de-
sire to strengthen relations with
Iran, emphasizing that these ties
would be built upon the principles
of good neighborliness. Mishus-
tin pointed to the recent enforce-
ment of the free trade agreement
between Iran and the Eurasian
Economic Union as a major step
forward. He concluded that “The
implementation of this agree-
ment provides an opportunity to
enhance bilateral exchanges.”
Aref, who traveled to Moscow at
Mishustin’s invitation, is sched-
uled to hold further meetings with
officials from other participating
countries during his stay in the
Russian capital. Another notable
exchange on Monday saw Iranian
Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi
speak with his Russian counter-
part Sergey Lavrov. Lavrov reiter-
ated that Iran’s nuclear program
is peaceful as the IAEA Board of
Governors prepares to consider
an anti?lran resolution submitted
by Britain, France and Germa-
ny, saying Moscow and Tehran
share similar views and remain
closely coordinated on the matter.
Araghchi affirmed Iran’s ongoing
cooperation with the UN nuclear
watchdog while rejecting Western
claims that the snapback mecha-
nism has been activated, urging
the IAEA to maintain impartiality
and avoid actions that could esca-
ate tensions. He also stressed the
importance of regional dialogue
and cooperation, citing his recent
consultations with neighboring
officials. Lavrov welcomed Iran’s
diplomatic efforts in the region
and signaled Russia’s readiness
to deepen cooperation with Teh-
ran.

Iran, South Korea
discuss expansion
of co-op in sci-

ence, research,
technology

on Sunday.

During the visit to the Ministry, the
two officials held extensive talks on

In a meeting aimed at strengthening
academic and technological ties,
South Korea’s Ambassador to Iran,
Kim Junpyo, met with Iran’s Deputy
Minister of Science, Research and
Technology, Farhad Yazdandoust,

mechanisms to broaden bilateral
cooperation, with a particular focus
on science, research, and technol-
0gy.

They explored concrete avenues
for enhancing this collaboration,
which is seen as a cornerstone for
deepening the overall relationship
between the two nations.

Sodium is an essential mineral the body
uses to balance fluids and for muscle and
nerve function. While sodium can be found
in several foods, the most common source
of the mineral is salt. The average adult
should consume roughly 1,500 milligrams
(mg) of sodium daily, but no more than
2,300 mg.1

1. For Females

According to research, females may bene-
fit from having a lower sodium intake than
males.2 That said, females should aim to
consume 1,500 mg per day.1

2. For Males

While excess salt intake may affect females
more than males, it is still recommended
that males over the age of 14 do not exceed
2,300 mg per day, with the ideal number
being 1,500 mg.1

3. By Age

Age is the main factor influencing how

much sodium a person needs daily. Sodi-
um needs by age range from:3

* Ages 1-3: 1000 mg or less

* Ages 4-8: 1200 mg or less

* Ages 9-13: 1500 mg or less

* Ages 14-50: 1500 mg up to 2300 mg

* Ages 51-70: 1300 mg

* Ages 70 and over: 1200 mg

Sodium Intake and Health Status

A person’s health status will often dictate
how much sodium is healthy for them.
People with chronic diseases that could be
affected by sodium intake, such as heart
disease, should speak to their healthcare
provider about their sodium needs.

How Can You Tell You've Had Too Much
Sodium?

Your body will give you signs that you have
consumed too much sodium, such as:4

* Bloating

* Weight gain

* Puffiness

* Headaches

Many of these signs and symptoms will
develop in the days after you consume
high amounts of sodium or if you consist-
ently exceed your daily needs.

For example, if you eat sodium in excess
one day, you may step on the scale the
next day and see you've gained weight
overnight.

This increase in weight is due to water
retention, as sodium causes the body to
hold onto water. This is referred to as water
weight.5

Health Risks Associated with High Sodi-
um Intake

A single day of having too much sodium
isn’t going to pose any long-term health
risks, but a consistently high intake of the
mineral can lead to several adverse health
events, including:4

* Enlargement of the heart

* Kidney disease

« Osteoporosis

* Stroke

* Heart failure

* High blood pressure

* Kidney stones

* Stomach cancer

What About Not Getting Enough Sodium?
Sodium is vital for various bodily func-
tions, including:6

e Conducting nerve impulses

« Contracting and relaxing muscles

* Maintaining the proper balance of fluids
in the body’s cells

* Balancing electrolytes

* Maintaining cellular homeostasis

* Regulating blood pressure

While too much sodium can harm your
overall health, not getting enough essen-
tial mineral can also cause negative health

effects.

The medical term for a lack of sodium,
also known as a sodium deficiency, is
hyponatremia. The symptoms and signs
of hyponatremia depend on the severity.
For a mild case, you may not notice any
symptoms at all. However, as the sodium
levels become dangerously low, you could
experience:7

* Nausea and vomiting

* Headaches

« Confusion

* Fatigue

e Low blood pressure

e Loss of energy

e Cramps, twitching, or weakness in the
muscles

* Restlessness

o |rritability

* Seizures

 Coma

Top judge orders mvestioation mto US June aggression agamst Iran

Iran’s judiciary chief has called for legal action in re-
sponse to Washington’s direct responsibility for Isra-
el's June aggression against Iran, following U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s public admission of involvement.
Gholamhossein Mohseni-Eje said on Monday that
Trump’s statement has clear legal implications and
must be investigated both at home and abroad.

Mohseni-Eje argued that the president’s words amount
to a confession of criminal conduct and urged prose-
cutors to act swiftly. “The U.S. president once again

explicitly confessed to committing crimes against Iran
and the Iranian people, stating that he was personal-
ly and directly involved in the 12-day war,” he said,
adding that such an admission “carries significant
consequences from the perspective of legal and crim-
inal rules and provisions of international law.” He de-
manded that “the Attorney General and the Judiciary’s
deputy director for international affairs should prepare
arrangements to investigate this crime in both interna-
tional and domestic courts,” stressing that confession

[ran, Lehanon discuss Iscaeli truce violations

Ali Hassan Khalil, the political advisor
to the Lebanese Parliament speaker, sat
down with Secretary of Iran’s Supreme
National Security Council Ali Larijani in the
Iranian capital.

In the meeting, the two sides discussed
the latest regional developments and, in
particular, exchanged views on the recent
moves by the Israeli regime in Southern
Lebanon as well as repeated violations of
the ceasefire by the Tel Aviv regime.

Days ago, Israeli forces carried out a new
wave of aerial raids and bombed multiple
residential neighborhoods across south-
ern Lebanon as the regime continues to
violate the ceasefire agreement with the
Arab country.

Israeli warplanes bombed Lebanese vil-
lages in Bint Jbeil and struck the outskirts
of the town of Tayr Falsayh in the Tyre
district of southern Lebanon. Lebanon’s
National News Agency said that Israeli jets
also struck the al-Khanouk area of the Ai-
taroun municipality in the Nabatieh district
with air-to-surface missiles. The attacks
caused casualties and inflicted heavy dam-
age on civilian infrastructure in the region.
An Israeli drone also targeted a Renault
Rapid vehicle in the Nabatiyeh district town

<3 il

of Toul, wounding at least one person. The
strike took place in a densely populated
area while students were leaving school.
Tensions have been mounting in southern
Lebanon for weeks, with the Israeli mili-
tary intensifying air raids inside Lebanese
territory. Despite a ceasefire reached in
November last year, Israel has kept up its
near-daily attacks on south and east Leb-
anon and is occupying five hills it deems
strategic in the south.

In late September Ali Larijani, the secretary
of Iran’s Supreme National Security Coun-
cil, said developments in the West Asia
region have made it clear to many nations
that the Israeli regime does not spare any
country from its actions.

Larijani, who was on a trip to Lebanon, cit-
ed the recent Israeli attack against Qatar as
an example, suggesting it demonstrated
the need for countries to establish mecha-
nisms for cooperation.

He also highlighted the longstanding
friendship between Iran and Lebanon,
terming the diplomatic relations as histori-
cally close and increasingly warm in recent
years. Larijani reiterated Iran’s support for
a strong and independent government in
Lebanon.

The official expressed hope that develop-
ments in Lebanon would benefit its people
and prepare the ground for a stable and
sovereign government.

Hassan Khalil also met with Iranian Parlia-
ment Speaker Mohammad Bager Qalibaf
before leaving Tehran.

The Israeli regime has violated its cease-
fire agreement with Hezbollah hundreds
of times. Israel insists it will continue
its attacks until Hezbollah, which has
served as Lebanon’s most formidable
defensive force against Israeli aggres-
sion for decades, is dismantled. While
the Lebanese government is unable to
halt the Israeli violations, it briefly pres-
sured Hezbollah toward disarmament.
However, that pressure appears to have
ceased following the Israeli attack on
Qatar.

Lebanon, alongside several other Arab
territories, is considered integral to the
“Greater Israel” vision, the expansive ter-
ritorial map Zionists pursue for what they
describe as the divinely mandated Jewish
state. This ambition has been openly en-
dorsed by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and numerous members of his
cabinet.

is among the strongest forms of proof.

The call for accountability followed Trump’s Novem-
ber 6 remark that he was “very much in charge of”
the assault on Iran. Iran’s foreign ministry amplified
the demand for justice, with Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi sending a formal letter to the UN secre-
tary?general and the Security Council president. In
that correspondence, Araghchi said Trump’s admis-
sion “proves Washington’s direct role in the crime of
aggression” and condemned the attack as a blatant

breach of the UN Charter and basic rules of interna-
tional law.

Iranian officials enumerated war crimes committed by
the U.S. and Israel, explaining that the assault targeted
a wide range of civilians and infrastructure. They noted
the attackers killed dozens of civilians including wom-
en and children, scientists, academics, journalists
and prisoners. They deliberately struck hospitals, the
national broadcasting center, a prison, and peaceful
nuclear facilities.

The managing director of the Na-
tional Iranian Qil Company (NIOGC)
appointed Morteza Fouladi as the
new managing director the Na-

tional
(NIDC).
As reported by the NIOG, the decree
issued by NIOC Managing Director
Hamid Bovard states:

“Given your commitment, exper-
tise, and valuable capabilities, you
are hereby appointed as the manag-
ing director of the National Iranian
Drilling Company. Your key duties
and responsibilities include:

* Planning and implementing nec-
essary measures to increase drilling
efficiency and reduce downtime.

* Taking necessary measures to
train specialized and efficient hu-
man resources.

* Utilizing young managers and
specialists to improve the compa-
ny’s performance indicators.

* Employing modern management
methods to improve processes,
streamline the company, and re-
duce project costs.

* Enhancing interaction with sub-
sidiaries of the National Iranian Oil
Company to improve the execution

Iranian Drilling Company

Morteza Fouladi appomted
s new managing director of NIDC

of drilling projects.

* Reviewing and proposing appro-
priate solutions for implementing
corporate governance principles to
develop and clarify management
strategies in the company.

* Leveraging the capacity of knowl-
edge-based companies, particular-
ly universities, to employ modern
drilling methods.

* Supporting domestic manufactur-
ing and further enhancing domestic
production in the country’s drilling
industry.

* Emphasizing HSE in accordance
with documented procedures and
passive defense  requirements,
particularly further improving the
safety factor of drilling rigs while
considering relevant international
standards.

* Developing and proposing nec-
essary strategies within the frame-
work of resistance economy poli-
cies.

It is hoped that, with reliance on
Almighty God and the cooperation
of the company’s valued managers
and employees, you will succeed
in carrying out your assigned mis-
sions.”
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