Letter irom the Editor: Habits for a Healthy Heart
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Mining, metals
exports rise to $7.1b
in H1

Iran’s mining and metals sector
exported more than $7.1 billion
worth of products in the first six
months of the current Iranian year
(March 21-September 22), mark-
ing a solid increase in both volume
and value, according to new data
from the Iranian Mines and Mining
Industries Development and Reno-
vation Organization (IMIDRO).
The Economic Management and
International Relations Office at
IMIDRO said customs statistics
show that during the six-month
period, the sector exported 38.53
million tons of products valued at
$7.107 billion.

In the same period last year, ex-
ports stood at 31.07 million tons
worth $6.478 billion. The compar-
ison reflects a roughly 24 percent
rise in export volume and a 10 per-
cent increase in export value. The
largest share of first-half exports
came from the production chains
of steel, aluminum and copper.
Combined, these three product
groups accounted for 23.02 mil-
lion tons valued at $5.465 billion.
This marked a 45 percent increase
in volume and a 12 percent rise
in value compared with the same
period a year earlier, when exports
totaled 15.85 million tons worth
$4.882 hillion. According to the
report, the share of mining and
mineral industries in Iran’s total
exports grew noticeably in the first
half of the year, rising 16 percent in
volume and nine percent in value.
As stated by the head of the Iran
Mine House, the country requires
about €55 billion (around $59 bil-
lion) in new investment to achieve
its planned 13 percent growth tar-
get for the mining sector under the
7th National Development Plan.
Mohammad Reza Bahraman,
speaking at a press conference
ahead of the 19th Iran ConMine
Exhibition on mining, mineral in-
dustries, machinery and related
equipment, emphasized the impor-
tance of joint investment frame-
works with neighboring countries
to boost development in the sector.
He said the mining industry must
explore new markets to ensure its
long-term sustainability, calling
for closer cooperation between
government and private stake-
holders.

“For the mining sector to thrive,
policy and economy must work
hand in hand,” Bahraman noted.

Foreign investment
in Tehran stock
market more than
doubles in a year

The total value of foreign investors’
portfolios in Iran’s stock market
more than doubled over the past
year, reaching over 210 trillion rials
($210 million) by the late October
2025, up from about 90 trillion
rials ($90 million) a year earlier,
official data show..

According to the Securities and
Exchange Organization (SEO),
the combined value of holdings
by foreign individuals and entities
rose from 89.6 trillion rials in Oc-
tober 2024 to 211.1 trillion rials
this year.

At the end of the seventh Irani-
an Month of Mehr (October 22),
individual foreign investors held
portfolios worth 195.3 trillion rials
($195.3 million), while institu-
tional foreign investors’ holdings
totaled 15.8 trillion rials ($15.8
million).

The number of active foreign in-
vestors in the Tehran Securities
Exchange (TSE) and the over-the-
counter (OTC) market also in-
creased, rising from 4,898 t0 5,182
year-on-year. Of these, 1,770 were
individual investors and 3,412
were institutional investors.

_www.esfahan-news.com

‘Maritime-based economy plan has a deep developmental vision’

The former head of Iran’s Ports
and Maritime  Organization
(PMO) said the comprehensive
plan of maritime-based econo-
my has a deep developmental
vision and is intended to be the
basis for all future decisions.
Ali Akbar Safaei also noted:
“The realization of a maritime
economy does not require wait-
ing; we have the expertise, ex-
perience, and sufficient capital
to take action.”

On October 29, the repre-
sentative of the president for
coordinating  maritime-based
development policies said the

ment consisting of 56 articles,
aimed at strengthening the
participation of the public and
private sectors alongside the
government.

Ali Abdolalizadeh told IRIB that
following six months of expert
work and numerous coordi-
nation meetings, the plan has
been approved by the Secre-
tariat's Coordination Working
Group for maritime-Based De-
velopment.

It is now ready to be submitted
to the Sea-Based Development
Coordination Gouncil and sub-
sequently to the Cabinet for fi-
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the 13th administration, which
contained 44 articles. The up-
dated version adds 12 new
articles and revises 35 others,
leaving only nine articles un-
changed.

Abdolalizadeh emphasized that
the new framework envisions
a greater role for citizens and
civil organizations in maritime
development efforts.

In addition to state bodies, it
formally includes non-govern-
mental organizations (NGOSs),
as well as private and pub-
lic joint-stock companies, to
participate in achieving mari-

technology has stressed that
maritime-based economy is a
national mission.

Speaking at a specialized meet-
ing on the IMO’s carbon emis-
sion reduction requirements,
Omid Shakeri announced the
new requirements set by the
International Maritime Organi-
zation (IMO) to reduce carbon
emissions in the shipping sec-
tor, stating: “The policies for
developing a maritime-based
economy, which were issued by
the Leader in November 2023,
have opened new horizons for
the oil industry, maritime trans-
portation, and modern technol-
ogies.”

He noted that these regulations
could be both a threat and an
opportunity, emphasizing, “If
we aim to expand international
trade, maritime transporta-
tion in compliance with global
standards is inevitable. We be-
lieve that through timely action
and reliance on engineering and
research capabilities, we can
turn this threat into an oppor-
tunity.”

Iran’s Ports and Maritime Or-
ganization (PMQ), in a report,
has underlined the importance
of the country’s maritime ca-
pacities and the role that the
sector can play in developing
the country’s economy.
According to the report, mar-
itime sector in Iran has very

strategic location, long coastal
strip in the north and south and
access to open waters, and can
bring economic prosperity to
the country.

“About a third of the country’s
borders are water borders, so
we cannot ignore port and
shipping activities because
for a country that has long
water borders and access to
open waters, the prosperi-
ty of shipping and maritime
trade is essential. Therefore,
the government should pay
full attention to the strengths
and weaknesses of this sec-
tor and make the best use of
the current capacities with
proper planning,” the report
read.

Increasing the share of the
maritime sector in the country’s
gross domestic product (GDP)
under the framework of the
newly proposed maritime-ori-
ented policy should be one of
the most important concerns of
the government, which can be
achieved with proper planning,
the PMO said.

The share of the sea in the
gross domestic product in ad-
vanced coastal countries such
as the European Union is 50
percent, but the figure is not
significant in Iran despite hav-
ing more than 5,800 kilome-
ters of coastal strip, and this is
despite the fact that there are

Monday - November 17,2025 - No: 2004

ISFAHAN NEWS

Regional 10SCO
meeting in Abu
Dhabi highlights
deeper capital mar-
ket cooperation

Regulators from more than 20
countries gathered in the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates for the annual
meeting of the Africa and Middle
East (West Asia) Regional Com-
mittee (AMERC) of the Interna-
tional Organization of Securities
Commissions  (I0SCO), where
participants emphasized the need
to expand cross-border collab-
oration and strengthen market
oversight. Iran took part in all
main sessions and underscored
its commitment to regional en-
gagement and alignment with in-
ternational capital-market stand-
ards.

The opening session featured
Walid Saeed Al Awadhi, chair of
AMERC and chief executive of the
UAE Securities and Commaodities
Authority, alongside Emmanuel
Givanakis, chief executive of the
Abu Dhabi Financial Services
Regulatory  Authority.
Speaking at the opening session,
I0SCO deputy secretary-general
Tajinder Singh outlined the or-
ganization’s priorities, including
tackling digital-market risks and
advancing the I-SCAN initiative
aimed at improving supervision

government
and approved a comprehensive
plan for sea-based develop-

has completed

nal approval, he said.
He noted that the new plan re-
vises the version drafted during

engineering,

time-based economic goals.
Iranian deputy oil minister for
research, and

including trade,

high capacity in various fields
ports and
shipping due to the country’s

countries.

[ran-China trade could multiply 1t longstanding harviers are eased, business leader says

Bilateral trade between Iran and China
could grow several-fold if structural ob-
stacles are addressed, a senior Chinese
business figure in Tehran said, highlight-
ing what he described as vast untapped
economic and geopolitical potential be-
tween the two countries.

Tan Kai, President of the Iran Federation of
Overseas Chinese Association and a long-
time investor in the country, told Tasnim
News Agency that weak mutual familiarity,
financial restrictions and heavy bureau-
cracy remain the main factors holding
back trade growth, despite decades of
commercial ties.

The association, formally launched in
Tehran on January 2, 2024, works with
backing from the Chinese Embassy and
Iranian partner organizations to improve
people-to-people  exchanges, facilitate
business contacts and help close infor-
mation gaps that he said continue to limit
cooperation.

Bilateral trade reached 13.372 billion dol-
lars in 2024 — including 8.928 hillion
dollars in Chinese exports to Iran and
4.444 billion dollars in imports from Iran
— marking a decline from 14.85 billion
dollars in 2021 and 16.28 billion dollars
in2022.

China has remained Iran’s largest trading
partner, but the current volume accounts
for only 0.218 percent of China’s 6.160
trillion-dollar global trade in 2024. Tan
said this gap underscores how far the
partnership could expand if both sides ad-
dress regulatory and financial bottlenecks.
During a forum on economic cooperation

opportunities between Iran and China,
held in Tehran on November 4, Tan said
that Chinese companies view Iran as an
appealing destination for industrial invest-
ment.

He noted that bilateral trade between Iran
and China reached $13.4 billion last year,
adding that the figure could rise substan-
tially through expanded cooperation.

He emphasized Iran’s role as a key mem-
ber of the Shanghai Cooperation Organ-
ization (SCO) and said Chinese firms are
particularly interested in developing part-
nerships in industrial sectors.

He added that China is home to over 58
million private factories, offering diverse
and flexible models of foreign investment
that could help support Iran’s economic
growth.

Former Economy Minister Ehsan Khan-
douzi, also speaking at the meeting, un-
derlined the importance of strengthening
Iran’s economic ties with eastern partners.
He said that amid sanctions, strategic col-
laboration with China could play a vital
role in mitigating economic pressures.
Meanwhile, Hamed Vafaee, professor
of Chinese studies at the University of
Tehran, said relations between the two
countries need deeper transformation
and mutual understanding. He noted that
Iran remains an indispensable partner in
China’s global development trajectory,
underscoring the necessity of broadening
bilateral cooperation.

Last week, Iran inaugurated its Trade
Development Center in Shanghai in a
ceremony attended by Tehran Chamber

of Commerce Chairman Mahmoud Najafi
Arab and Secretary General Fereydoun
Vardinejad, honoring Vardinejad for his
role in strengthening Iran-China ties.

The event also brought together former
Iranian ambassador to China Alaeddin
Boroujerdi, Iran’s Consul General in
Shanghai Ali Mohammadi, and a group of
Iranian and Chinese business leaders.
Vardinejad, who previously served as
ambassador to Beijing, called for deeper
private-sector cooperation between the
two countries amid “intense global com-
petition and Western efforts, particularly
by the United States, to marginalize Asia’s
role in global value chains.”

He proposed the creation of a digital
barter platform enabling trade in yuan
and rial with the support of both central
banks, and urged Iran and China to ex-
pand collaboration in regional and global
coalitions to counter unilateral sanctions
and promote multilateral trade based on
law and mutual agreement.

In a related meeting, the Tehran Chamber
of Commerce delegation, led by Najafi
Arab, met with the Deputy Director of the
Hangzhou Council for the Promotion of
International Trade and signed a memo-
randum of understanding to boost trade
and technology exchanges, particularly in
advanced and digital industries.

Najafi Arab expressed hope that the talks
would “open new economic gateways”
between the two countries, citing Hang-
zhou’s strength in electronics, innovation,
and technology infrastructure.

He said the agreement could lead to co-
operation on smart industrial parks, dig-
ital economy initiatives, and educational
partnerships between Tehran’s Innovation
and Digital Transformation Center and its
counterparts in Hangzhou.

The Tehran Chamber delegation, which
includes two lawmakers, is in Shanghai
to attend the China International Import
Expo (CIIE) and promote private-sector
collaboration in trade and technology.

In early October, Majid-Reza Hariri, the
chairman of the Iran-China Joint Chamber
of Commerce, commented on the extent
to which the UN Security Council sanc-
tions would affect Iran-China relations,
and stated: “Given that none of the UN
sanctions are trade-related and instead
pertain to the nuclear industry and some

sectors of the country’s missile industries,
consequently, they should not impact our
normal trade with China.”

He added: “Although the U.S. sanctions
have completely prohibited oil sales, we
see that the Chinese are currently buying
nearly over 90 percent of the country’s oil.
Therefore, UN sanctions are not related
to the commercial sphere and logically
should not affect these types of relations
either.”

Hariri further added: “The UN sanctions
will have psychological and secondary
effects which must be examined.”

On May 4, Iran-China Business Devel-
opment Forum convened at the Tehran
Chamber of Commerce, Industries,
Mines and Agriculture (TCCIMA), with
the participation of China’s ambassador
to Iran, the head of Iran’s Trade Promo-
tion Organization (TPO), the chair of
the Iran-China Parliamentary Friendship
Group, and senior officials from the Teh-
ran Chamber.

A large number of business leaders from
both countries attended the event, where
state, legislative, and private-sector strate-
gies for deepening bilateral trade ties were
outlined, the TCCIMA portal reported.
Opening the event, TCCIMA Head
Mahmoud Najafi Arab welcomed Chinese
delegates who traveled to Iran for the Iran
Expo. He expressed gratitude for the Chi-
nese ambassador’s continued efforts to
expand economic ties between the two
nations.

Najafi Arab said Iran and China share
thousands of years of cultural and com-
mercial relations, which have entered a
new phase in recent decades, marked
by growing partnerships across multiple
sectors. He said the two countries could
serve as a model for sustainable cooper-
ation based on mutual respect in today’s
increasingly interdependent world.

He also highlighted recent visits of Ira-
nian private sector delegations to vari-
ous Chinese provinces and exhibitions,
emphasizing the need to identify invest-
ment opportunities and facilitate finan-
cial exchanges. The Chamber, with over
140 years of history, is prepared to host
expert meetings, present economic op-
portunities, support joint ventures, and
activate professional networks between
Iranian and Chinese businesses, he said.

huge capacities for the transit
of goods from Central Asian

of online securities activity.

The meeting centered on five
strategic themes of 10SCO:
technology and resilience, de-
velopments in public and private
markets, investor protection,
market and data resilience, and
enhanced regulatory cooperation.
These themes formed the ba-
sis for broad policy discussions
among regional authorities seek-
ing greater harmonization of rules
and supervisory practices.
Following the adoption of the
agenda and presentation of the
AMERC annual activity report,
four specialized panels convened.
Officials from Abu Dhabi, Dubai,
Kuwait, Oman and Saudi Arabia
discussed efforts to expand and
diversify capital markets.
Regulators from Ghana, Nigeria
and the West African Monetary
Union described initiatives to
deepen cross-border integration.
Supervisory authorities from Du-
bai, Morocco, South Africa and
the UAE examined best practices
in cross-border regulatory coop-
eration. A final panel brought up-
dates on regulatory reforms and
market trends from Dubai, Mo-
rocco and the West African union.
Bilateral engagements formed a
significant part of the program.
Hamid Yari, who headed the Irani-
an delegation, held meetings with
several counterparts. Givanakis
welcomed Iran’s  constructive
participation. Qatar’'s regulator,
Tamim bin  Ahmed Al-Banali,
called for continued technical co-
operation and expert exchanges.
Morocco’s newly appointed chief
regulator, Tarek Senhaji, dis-
cussed upcoming 10SCO events
and expressed interest in attend-
ing Iran’s Islamic Capital Markets
Conference. Ghana’s regulator,
Klotse Avedzi, reaffirmed plans to
operationalize an existing coop-
eration agreement and establish
a joint working group. Further
discussions were held with rep-
resentatives from Saudi Arabia,
South Africa, Mauritius, Nigeria
and the Central Bank of Bahrain.
The first day concluded with
broad exchanges of experience
and a shared commitment to ex-
panding regional cooperation in
capital-market development and
supervision.
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Solar power
capacity in Iran’s
industrial parks
surges to 400MW

Solar generation capacity
across Iran’s industrial parks
has expanded sharply over
the past year, rising from 23
megawatts to 400 megawatts
as part of a broader plan to
supply these zones entirely
with  renewable electricity,
according to the head of the
Small Industries and Industri-
al Parks Organization (ISIPO).
Reza Ansari, speaking on the
sidelines of the power indus-
try exhibition, said a major
national effort to ensure sta-
ble energy supply for industri-
al zones has taken shape over
the past year. Solar output in
these areas, which stood at
about 23 megawatts last year,
has now climbed to 400 meg-
awatts, signaling a significant
leap in renewable capacity
within the country’s industrial
network.

He said Iran’s industrial parks
and zones currently have a
combined 5,100 megawatts
of nominal stable power ca-
pacity, including small-scale
combined heat and power
(CHP) systems and solar
units. Of this total, about
1,100 megawatts are opera-
tional, including roughly 400
megawatts of solar power
and around 700 megawatts
of CHP.

With electricity demand in
industrial parks estimated at
nearly 4,000 megawatts, An-
sari said the long-term goal
is to meet all consumption
through solar power.

To support that target, the
organization has signed an
agreement with the Renew-
able Energy and Energy Effi-
ciency Organization (SATBA)
to build 500 megawatts of
new solar plants inside or ad-
jacent to industrial towns by
the end of the year.

He said pilot projects are un-
derway in three provinces. At
Shamsabad Industrial Park,
construction of a solar facility
has already started, while in
Khorasan Razavi, authorities
have acquired a 1,000-hec-
tare plot across from the
province’s main industrial
town to host one of Iran’s
largest solar parks.

Ansari said rooftop solar in-
stallations for industrial units
are also being phased in,
alongside plans for a shared
solar-energy town.

He said small and medi-
um-sized enterprises lack
the financial and institutional
resources of large compa-
nies, which makes them
more vulnerable to outages.
Power cuts of two to three
days a week raise production
costs by around 10 percent,
he said, adding that these
increases feed directly into
consumer inflation. Point-
to-point inflation in the food
and beverages sector is now
above 60 percent, with higher
electricity-linked costs acting
as a contributing factor.
Ansari said Iran has more
than 880 industrial parks
and 50,000 active production
units, many involved in food
and beverage manufacturing.
Any disruption to electricity
supply in these zones direct-
ly affects prices of essential
goods, he said, calling for a
more protective approach to
power management in the
sector.
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Iran’s men’s handball team lost to Qa-
tar 39-23 at the 2025 Islamic Solidarity
Games (ISG) on Friday.

Team Melli will face the Maldives in Group
A on Sunday and play the UAE two days
later.

Group B consists of Bahrain, Kuwait, Iraq
and Saudi Arabia.

The 6th Islamic Solidarity Games, known

as Riyadh 2025, are an inter-continental
multi-sport event organized by the Islamic
Solidarity Sports Association (ISSA), held
from Nov. 7 to 21 in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.
The event has brought together more than
3,000 athletes from 57 nations, compet-
ing across 25 sports in pursuit of glory at
one of the Islamic world’s premier mul-
ti-sport events.
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Hahits for a Healthy
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February is American Heart Health
Month, but caring for your heart is im-
portant any time of year. That's why, in
addition to maintaining our existing heart
health articles with updates to include
new research, we're also bringing new
content your way to share accessible tips
for things you can do today or any day to
show your heart some love.

Small changes for big impact
Preventive care can help reduce long-
term healthcare costs. And maintaining
health in midlife can have long-term
positive effects on health status later in

life, too.

While there’s always the possibility that
you may develop conditions you can’t
prevent, like cancer or Alzheimer’s dis-
ease, and genetics also play a role in
overall health, there are steps you can
take to improve your general well-being.
Many small or micro lifestyle changes
have the potential to have a big impact
on your heart health. You may be famil-
iar with some, like increased exercise
or increased vegetable intake. Even im-
provements to oral hygiene may make a
difference.

A year of heart-healthy
habits

I've been fortunate to have
mostly good health, but as | get older,
I’'m more aware of my own mortality,
especially after losing several family
members over the past 3 years. De-
veloping healthy habits, including ones
that support heart health, is one action
| can take to help increase the chances
that I'll be here long enough to witness
important moments in my children’s
lives.

This year, I'm focusing on small changes

that | can manage on top
of my busy life as a working
mom to two young, energetic
boys. | don’'t have a lot of time in my
day for long workouts, and by the time |
get home, I'm too tired to make involved
dinners. Stress is a regular part of my
life, and sleep is something that has
eluded me since | was pregnant with my
first child. He’s 9 years old and counting.
Heart health habit #1: Get enough ex-
ercise
Exercise at least 150 minutes a week.
You can break the time into 10-minute
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or longer sessions of moderate to vigor-
ous activity.

Your heart rate should be at least 100
beats per minute.

Heart health habit #2: Follow a healthy
diet

You may have heard of the DASH and
Mediterranean diets, both of which are
heart-healthy, but following an overall
well-balanced diet is the goal.

Heart health habit #3: Visit your prima-
ry care doctor

Heart health habit #4: Drink water
Heart health habit #5: Get enough sleep

A senior official at the Iran Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and Agriculture (ICCIMA) said
manufacturers are being squeezed by stagflation
and a tightening liquidity crunch, warning that the
dual pressures threaten production capacity un-

less urgent corrective steps are taken.

Hossein Pirmozden, the chamber’s deputy head,
told Iran Chamber Online that weak domestic
demand has curbed sales and reduced cash flow
across industrial units, leaving many producers

struggling to maintain operations.

He said a recent Central Bank directive tying loan
payments to firms’ internal resources had further
restricted access to working capital, complicating
purchases of raw materials and payment of wages.
The official added that currency constraints, lim-
ited access to trade finance instruments, banking
sanctions and difficulties entering foreign markets
have deepened financial stress for manufacturers.
Burdensome regulations and opaque government

service platforms, he said, have also made it diffi- |
cult for businesses to receive reliable responses to

operational issues.

Baseless and irresponsible’
Tehran slams G7's backme of pressure agamst Iran

- FOREIGN MINISTERS'
= MEETING
b [ NIAGARA |
G7 + 2025 REUNION DES MINISTRES
l KANANASKIS DES AFFAIRES ETRANGERES

Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman Es-
maeil Bagaei on Thursday firmly rejected
the latest anti-Tehran allegations con-
tained in a statement issued by the Group
of Seven (G7), dismissing the claims as
“baseless and irresponsible.”

His remarks came in response to a joint
communiqué released Wednesday fol-
lowing the G7 foreign ministers’ meeting
in Canada’s Niagara region.

In their statement, the G7 foreign min-
isters accused Iran of supplying military
assistance to Russia in the Ukraine con-
flict and urged Tehran to comply fully
with its commitments under UN Secu-
rity Council resolutions and the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). They also
called on Iran to restore full cooperation
with the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA), including by granting
access for inspections across all nuclear
sites and materials.

The G7 further pressed Iran to en-
ter direct negotiations with the United

- ot

States—supported by the E3 (France,
Britain, and Germany)—and insisted that
all UN member states must implement
the sanctions that were reimposed on
Iran in September through the activation
of the so-called snapback mechanism.
On September 19, the UN Security Goun-
cil voted against permanently lifting pre-
JGPOA sanctions on Iran. Just eight days
later, the Council also rejected a resolu-
tion submitted by Russia and China—
both signatories to the JCPOA alongside
Iran—seeking to delay the measure. The
following day, the E3 announced that all
UN sanctions against Iran had officially
been reimposed.

This decision effectively dismantled one
of the last remaining pillars of the 2015
accord.

Bagaei condemned the G7 for endorsing
the “illegal and unjustified” attempt by
the United States and the E3 to misuse
the JCPOA dispute-resolution process to
reinstate UN Security Council sanctions

that had been lifted under the 2015 nu-
clear agreement. Such support, he said,
amounts to backing an internationally
unlawful measure.

He also drew attention to the “illegal acts
of aggression” by Israel and the United
States against Iran’s peaceful nuclear
facilities. “For the G7 to urge Iran to co-
operate with the IAEA while ignoring this
joint Israeli-U.S. crime is nothing short
of hypocritical and interventionist,” the
spokesman said.

U.S. and Israeli airstrikes in June targeted
Iranian nuclear facilities—the very sites
safeguarded under the JCPOA frame-
work. The attacks were condemned
worldwide as a blatant act of aggression.
Bagaei went on to reject the G7’s
Ukraine-related accusations as “repet-
itive and unfounded,” reiterating Iran’s
long-standing position of opposing war
and advocating a diplomatic solution to
the conflict through dialogue and nego-
tiation.

Pirmozden said the pressures could be partly mit-
igated through five policy measures: reforming
banking rules, expanding targeted government
support packages, strengthening economic diplo-
macy to open markets, advancing regulatory and |
transparency reforms and improving firms’ own
management of working capital.

The 39th Executive Committee Meet-
ing of the Regional Organization for
the Protection of the Marine Environ-
ment (ROPME) has approved three
initiatives proposed by Iran.

ROPME held an online meeting on
Thursday, chaired by Bahrain, with
the participation of Iran, Saudi Ara-
bia, and Kuwait, doe.ir reported.
Iran’s three proposals included hold-
ing joint maritime research patrols
with the participation of Iran and
adopting similar initiatives by other
member states, dispatching experts
from member states to the ROPME
secretariat to promote technical ca-
pacities and support for the imple-
mentation of approved projects, and
establishing a regional center in Iran
to train experts in the marine envi-
ronment and coastal wetlands.
During the meeting, several other
issues, including the organization’s
strategic direction for 2026 to 2030,
were discussed, and financial reports
for 2021 to 2024 were reviewed.
Iran also presented an atlas of the
country’s wetlands, which has been
recently developed by the Depart-
ment of Environment, to the ROPME

ROPME approves lran’s three iitiatives

Executive Committee.

At the 38th meeting of the ROPME
executive committee, Iran proposed
incorporating a plan to combat sand
and dust storms (SDSs) into the Or-
ganization’s strategic plan.

The meeting was held on February
13 in Kuwait. Ahmad-Reza Lahijan-
zadeh, an official with the Depart-
ment of Environment (DOE), rep-
resented the country in this year’s
meeting.

During the meeting, participants dis-
cussed the strategic plan focusing
on three main axes: Persian Gulf pol-
lution, climate change, and the pres-
ervation of biodiversity. They also
agreed to follow up on Iran’s offer in
expert meetings, ISNA reported.
Even if SDS is not approved as the
fourth axis of the strategic plan, it
will be added to the climate change
issue, Lahijanzadeh noted.

It was also decided to follow up on
designing a strategic plan through
holding consistent virtual meetings,
Lahijanzadeh added.

On the sidelines of the meeting, the
Iranian and Kuwaiti officials dis-
cussed joint marine issues.
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