Some Hlealth Foods™ That May Not Be as Nutrttious as You Thought
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Iran-Pakistan business
forum held in Karachi

Over S20m invested in
airport infrastructure
(evelopment o
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Chinese firms pro-
pose creation of
smart industrial

parks in Iran

The Tehran Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and Agriculture (TC-
CIMA) has signed a memorandum of
understanding with the International
Union of Small and Medium-Sized
Enterprises of Shanghai to expand
bilateral industrial and economic co-
operation, including a proposal by
Chinese companies to help establish
a smart industrial park in Iran. During
the meeting, Yang Dongsheng, depu-
ty head of the Shanghai-based union,
said the partnership should focus on
a few practical, high-impact projects
rather than broad frameworks.

He added that Chinese member com-
panies are ready to transfer technology
and equipment to Iran, beginning with
joint production for domestic and re-
gional markets. Mahamoud Najafi-Ar-
ab, head of TCCIMA, said the creation
of a smart industrial park in Tehran
could serve as the first tangible step
in bilateral cooperation. He noted that
the Tehran chamber could provide the
land and infrastructure, while Chinese
partners would handle design, tech-
nology transfer, and implementation.
Najafi-Arab said the park could be-
come a hub for small and medi-
um-sized enterprises specializing in
innovation-driven  sectors such as
artificial intelligence, smart agricul-
ture, and blockchain technology. He
also pointed to renewable energy and
pharmaceuticals as additional areas of
cooperation, inviting Chinese invest-
ment in Iran’s solar projects and drug
manufacturing. Yang welcomed the
proposal, saying Chinese firms have
strong experience in green energy,
pharmaceuticals, and digital manufac-
turing, and are ready to pursue joint
projects in Iran, including the potential
development of solar farms.

Uruguayan ambassa-

dor highlights sports,

media as bridges to
stronger Iran ties

In a meeting focused on fostering
bilateral relations, His Excellency Be-
raldo Roque Nicola Flaniguen, the
Ambassador of Uruguay to Tehran,
met with a representative from Tehran
Times at the embassy on Sunday.
The discussions centered on the
pivotal role of media diplomacy in
enhancing cooperation between Iran
and Uruguay. Ambassador Flaniguen
presented a range of constructive
ideas for deepening cultural and peo-
ple-to-people ties, emphasizing the
unique potential of sports—and the
two nations’ shared passion for foot-
ball—to serve as a powerful bridge.
The ambassador reaffirmed his com-
mitment to utilizing the embassy’s
resources to facilitate this enhanced
cooperation and praised the role of
influential media outlets like Tehran
Times in the process. This meeting
builds upon recent diplomatic efforts,
following the ambassador’'s meeting
with Iran’s Minister of Sports and
Youth, Ahmad Donyamali, in mid-Sep-
tember. During that earlier meeting,
Minister Donyamali expressed his ad-
miration for Uruguay’s football culture,
stating, “It is a good opportunity for
me since | love Uruguay for the way
they play football. In fact, football is a
part of Uruguayan life.”

Referring to Iran’s policy of devel-
oping international sports relations,
Donyamali added, “The government’s
policy is to expand relations with
countries around the world, especially
South American countries. With the
new government in Uruguay, it seems
there is a better atmosphere for coop-
eration between the two countries.”
He further noted, “Iran and Uruguay
share many commonalities, and we
would be happy to have more interac-
tions. We are ready to host the Uru-
guayan Minister of Sports and to sign
amemorandum of understanding with
this country.”

During a visit to Pakistan,
Mohammad Bagher Qali-
baf, the speaker of the Ira-
nian parliament (Majlis),
and Mohammad-Ali Deh-
ghan Dehnavi, the Iranian
deputy minister of indus-
try, mining and trade and
the head of Iran’s Trade
Promotion  Organization
(TPO), met with some
traders and businessmen
and emphasized issues
such as the development
of commercial coopera-
tion and accelerating the
free trade process be-
tween the two countries.
Iran-Pakistan  business
forum was held in Ka-
rachi, with the presence
of Qalibaf and Dehghan
Dehnavi, along with the
extensive  participation
of Pakistani traders and
businessmen.

At this meeting, topics
such as the development
of commercial coopera-
tion and accelerating free
trade with Pakistan were
emphasized.

Also, during this trip,
Dehghan Dehnavi met
and held talks with Faiz
Ahmed, the Chairman of
the Trade Development
Authority of  Pakistan
(TDAP).

Topics discussed in this
meeting included free
trade, removing obstacles
and problems in bilateral
trade relations, reviewing
borders and border mar-
kets, and facilitating the
customs processes of the
two countries.

On November 1, Iran’s
ambassador in Islamabad
and Pakistan’s Commerce
Minister met and dis-
cussed ways to strength-
en bilateral trade and eco-
nomic cooperation.

Reza Amiri Moghaddam,
the Ambassador of the
Islamic Republic of Iran
in Islamabad, met and
held talks with Jam Kamal
Khan, Pakistan’s Com-
merce Minister.

As reported by Express
Tribune, the meeting dis-
cussed and deliberated on
current initiatives, trade
agreements, and upcom-
ing opportunities aimed
at enhancing economic
relations between the two
neighboring countries.
Jam Kamal invited Iranian
companies and govern-
ment organizations to
participate in the FoodAg
exhibition scheduled to
be held from November
2510 27, 2025, at the Ka-
rachi Expo Centre.

The Pakistani Commerce
Minister, in his remarks,
also emphasized that

ranPakjstan Businessfo

such platforms provide
valuable  opportunities
for Iranian and Pakistani
businesses to explore
trade, projects, and joint
investments in the agri-
culture and food sectors.
He further suggested ar-
ranging high-level visits,
including visits by the
Chief Minister of Paki-
stan’s Baluchistan prov-
ince and the Governor
of Zahedan, to facilitate
cross-border trade and
improve the livelihoods
of people living in border
areas. He also proposed
that Pakistani ministers
from the maritime, rail-
ways, and communica-
tions sectors be invited
to Iran to explore areas of
mutual cooperation.

The lranian ambassa-
dor, during the meeting,
recalled previous agree-
ments between the two
countries regarding the
import of rice, meat, corn,
and animal feed, high-
lighted the progress in
bilateral trade, and noted
that Iran has successfully
completed rice imports
and is ready to purchase
animal feed and corn.

He also stated that flights
between Quetta and Za-
hedan have resumed, en-
hancing connectivity for
people and businesses
between the two sides.
Jam Kamal emphasized
that over the past year,
positive interactions be-
tween Pakistan and Iran
have been fruitful in build-
ing stronger economic
and trade relations.

He informed the Iranian
ambassador during the
meeting that the text of
the Pakistan-lran Free
Trade Agreement (FTA),
signed in Islamabad, is
undergoing internal re-
view and there are plans
for its formal presentation
and approval in the near
future.

Both sides emphasized
the shared vision of their
leadership to achieve an-
nual bilateral trade worth
$10 billion by 2028 and
expressed  satisfaction
with the successful hold-
ing of the 22nd session
of the Pakistan-Iran Joint
Economic Commission in
Tehran on September 15-
16, 2025.

During a press confer-
ence at the Pakistani
embassy in Tehran, on
October 27, Pakistan’s
Ambassador to Iran, Mu-
hammad Mudassir Tipu,
said the two countries are
poised for even deeper
ties as a recently signed

#

IFef

barter agreement begins
implementation and ex-
pands to include various
sectors.

Ambassador Tipu's Q&A
session followed an event
commemorating  ‘Kash-
mir Black Day,” an annual
observance by Kashmiris
and Pakistanis worldwide.
This day, October 27,
1950, marks when Indian
troops landed in Srinagar
to gain control of the state
of Jammu and Kashmir,
reportedly killing scores
of people. India rejects
the ‘Black Day’ term.
Answering a question
from the Tehran Times,
the envoy stated that
Iran and Pakistan have
yet to finalize the specific
products that will be ex-
changed under the new
barter agreement, which
he noted was signed at
Tehran’s request. “This
deal is very important
and significant,” he said.
“Both countries will par-
ticularly benefit if the pri-
vate sector is involved.”
Iran and Pakistan have
enjoyed close and cor-
dial ties since Pakistan’s
independence in 1947.
In recent years, eco-
nomic cooperation has
become a central focus
in discussions between
the two countries’ dig-
nitaries, with both sides
recognizing immense un-
tapped potential between
the neighboring nations.
Significant steps taken re-
cently include the inaugu-
ration of border markets
and ongoing negotiations
for a free trade agree-
ment, which Ambassa-
dor Tipu stated could be
signed soon.

On October 20, the am-
bassador announced that
Pakistan’s  government
has issued a new execu-
tive order aimed at pro-
moting barter trade with
Iran after months of con-
sultation and review to
address the concerns of
both countries’ business
communities.

In a post on X, Ambas-
sador Tipu said: “I am
pleased to announce that
Pakistan has issued a new
executive order (SRO) to
promote barter trade with
the Islamic Republic of
Iran.”

He explained that fol-

lowing an extensive
and inclusive review
process, many of the

issues raised by Iranian
and Pakistani traders
have been addressed in
the new regulation. The
envoy expressed hope

that the measure would
significantly enhance the
volume and diversity of
trade between the two
neighbors.

“| invite industrialists and
the business commu-
nities of both countries
to fully benefit from this
order and contribute to
the expansion of bilateral
trade,” he added, urging
chambers of commerce
and trade bodies in both
nations to circulate the
regulation among their
members to help maxi-
mize its benefits.

In early October, Paki-
stan’s Ministry of Finance
approved a proposal by

Answering a

gquestion from
the Tehran

Times, the

envoy stated
that Iran and
Pakistan have
yet to finalize the
specific products
that will be
exchanged under
the new barter
agreement,
which he noted
was signed at
Tehran’s request.
“This deal is
very important

and significant,”
he said. “Both

countries will
particularly
benefit if the

private sector is
involved.”

the Ministry of Commerce
to revise the bilateral bar-
ter trade agreement with
Iran. The decision was lat-
er endorsed by the federal
cabinet chaired by Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif.

Following  the  22nd
Iran-Pakistan Joint Eco-
nomic Committee meet-
ing in Tehran (September
15-16), co-chaired by
Iran’s Minister of Trans-
port and Urban Develop-
ment, Farzaneh Sadegh,
and Pakistan’s Federal
Minister for Commerce,
Jam Kamal Khan, Minis-
ter Sadegh published an
article on the ministry’s
news portal. Below is a
translation of her piece.

On the eve of new devel-
opments in the region-
al economic order, the

Iran-Pakisan business forum held i Karachi

Iran-Pakistan Joint Eco-
nomic Committee once
again provided a platform
for developing sustaina-
ble cooperation between
these two important and
influential neighbors in
South Asia.

Iran-Pakistan  relations
over the past decades
have always been influ-
enced by regional devel-
opments, global politics,
and security imperatives.
Although political rela-
tions between the two
countries have always
been maintained at an
acceptable level, their
economic and trade ca-
pacities have not been
actualized as they should
have been. Now, on the
eve of new developments
in the regional economic
order, the Iran-Pakistan
Joint  Economic  Com-
mission has once again
provided a platform for
developing  sustainable
cooperation between
these two important and
influential neighbors in
South Asia.

The 22nd meeting of the
Joint  Economic  Com-
mittee was not only an
opportunity to review the
past and chart the future
of the two countries’ eco-
nomic relations, but also,
by holding an unprec-
edented joint business
conference on its side-
lines, sent a clear mes-
sage to regional econom-
ic actors, governments,
and observers: Iran and
Pakistan are ready to turn
their potential capacities
into the driving engine of
economic and trade co-
operation.

Along with their long-
shared border, Iran and
Pakistan also enjoy deep
cultural and historical
commonalities. The
adjacency of the two
countries in a region that
houses the main arteries
of energy, transportation,
and trade has created a
unique position for eco-
nomic cooperation.

On one hand, Iran, with its
vast oil and gas resourc-
es, can play a role as a
reliable energy supplier
for Pakistan. On the oth-
er hand, Pakistan, with
its young and growing
population and extensive
needs in the fields of en-
ergy, infrastructure, and
trade, can be one of Iran’s
most important export
markets.

This natural convergence,
although  overshadowed
by political considerations
and sanctions in the past,
can become the driving
engine of the two coun-
tries’ economic interac-
tions in the new regional
atmosphere.

The Iran-Pakistan Joint
Economic  Committee
has, over the past two
decades, always been a
platform for negotiation
and agreement in various
fields. But what distin-
guished the 22nd meeting
of this committee was
the serious entry of the
private sector into the
process of dialogue and
cooperation.

Holding a joint business
conference with the par-
ticipation of 50 Iranian
companies and over 100
Pakistani companies, to-

taling 500 participants,
indicated the serious de-
termination of economic
actors in both countries
to move beyond the tra-
ditional boundaries of in-
teractions. Such an event
is rarely seen on the side-
lines of Joint Committee
meetings, which doubles
its special importance.

At this conference, eco-
nomic actors had the op-
portunity to closely famil-
iarize themselves with the
capacities, needs, and ar-
eas of cooperation of the
other side and propose
solutions for removing
obstacles to direct trade,
joint investment, and the
development of border
infrastructure.

One of the key points of
the meeting and the busi-
ness conference was the
emphasis on the central-
ity of the private sector in
Iran-Pakistan  economic
relations. The experience
of successful countries in
developing bilateral trade
has shown that without
the presence and initia-
tive of economic actors,
government agreements
cannot achieve the de-
sired result.

The lranian companies
present at the confer-
ence were mainly active
in the fields of energy,
petrochemicals,  food
industries, pharmaceu-
ticals, construction, and
technical-engineering
services. In contrast,
Pakistani companies
had also entered the
arena in the sectors of
agriculture, textiles,
transportation, and in-
formation  technology.
This diversity of fields
indicates the wide range
of cooperation capac-
ities between the two
countries, which can
bear fruit in the form
of joint investments or
technology exchange.
One of the important top-
ics discussed in the Joint
Committee was the role
of Iran and Pakistan in
regional  transportation
corridors. Iran, as a con-
necting bridge between
Central Asia, the Cauca-
sus, the Persian Gulf, and
Europe, and Pakistan, as
a gateway to South Asia
and the Indian Ocean,
both have a unique posi-
tion in connecting trade
chains.

The development of joint
rail and road routes, fa-
cilitating the transit of
goods, and establishing
modern  border infra-
structure could signifi-
cantly reduce the cost of
trade and increase the
volume of exchanges. In
this regard, joint invest-
ment in border terminals
and utilizing the capacity
of Iranian and Pakistani
ports as key links in the
transit chain were put on
the agenda.

Of course, it should not
be forgotten that the path
to expanding Iran-Paki-
stan economic coopera-
tion also faces challeng-
es. Economic sanctions
against Iran, security con-
siderations at the borders,
weaknesses in banking
infrastructure for financial
exchange, and logistical
limitations are some of
these challenges.

US must face legal,
political, and mili-
tary consequences
of the June raid on
Iran: speaker

Iranian Parliament Speaker Moham-
mad Bager Qalibaf stated on Sunday
that the United States must bear the
legal and political consequences of
its act of aggression against the Is-
lamic Republic in June.

Addressing an open session of
Parliament, three days after U.S.
President Donald Trump admitted
he was “very much in charge of”
June’s Isragli-American assault on
Iran, Qalibaf condemned the attack
as a grave violation of international
law, the United Nations Charter, and
Iran’s national sovereignty.
“Following the U.S. president’s
explicit admission of direct re-
sponsibility in the Zionist regime’s
aggression against Iran, | strongly
denounce this heinous act on behalf
of the noble people of Iran,” he said.
The top lawmaker added, “Under in-
ternational law, the U.S. government
must accept the legal, political, and
military consequences of this bla-
tant aggression, which has resulted
in the martyrdom of many of our
citizens.”

Currently there is

“no possibility” of

US talks, Iran FM
says

Iranian  Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi declared on Sunday that
there is currently “no possibility” of
negotiations with the United States,
citing the lack of any constructive or
positive approach from Washington.
Araghchi said that talks are not fea-
sible at this stage because Iran has
observed “no positive or construc-
tive attitude” from the American
side, Mehr reported.

He emphasized that Iran is willing to
negotiate only when discussions are
conducted on the basis of “equality”
and “mutual benefit”.

Araghchi added that Iran would con-
sider talks if the U.S. demonstrated
readiness for dialogue built on equal
footing and aimed at a mutually ben-
eficial agreement.

“Whenever the Americans are pre-
pared for negotiations grounded in
equality and shared interests, such
talks could become possible, and
Iran will examine them,” he pointed
out.

Aerospace Week

celebrating IRGC

heroes and Iran’s
aerospace progress

The Aerospace Force of the Islam-
ic Revolution Guard Corps (IRGC)
has launched its annual Aerospace
Week, featuring a series of cultural
and artistic programs.

The week, which began on Saturday
(the first day of the week in Iran),
commenced with a ceremonial
cleaning of martyrs’ graves. This
opening event honored those who
demonstrated the force’s might dur-
ing the 12-day war.

Key highlights include a live broad-
cast of the “Dua-e-Nadba” prayer
ceremony and public visits to the
National Aerospace Park, which
will continue until November 15.
Additional events feature a Mem-
ory Night on Tuesday, followed by
a memorial ceremony for the mar-
tyrs on Thursday. The program
also includes a documentary titled
“People’s Aid,” the unveiling of
the “Promise Keeper” symphonic
orchestra, and a new poetry piece
dedicated to the martyrs.
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Iran to establish

foreign invest-

ment promotion
agencies

The acting head of the Or-
ganization for Investment,
Economic and Technical As-
sistance of Iran (OIETAI) said
the country will soon launch
foreign investment promo-
tion agencies to streamline
licensing, residency, and
currency-related procedures
for international investors.
Mehdi Heidari said at the
“Foreign Investors: Opportu-
nities and Challenges” con-
ference that the agencies will
provide integrated services
to ensure efficiency and re-
spect for investors while fa-
cilitating the entry of foreign
capital.

He added that, under a new
decision by the Foreign In-
vestment Board, investors
may now bring gold into the
country as capital, which
can be traded on the Iran
Mercantile Exchange or the
Currency and Gold Exchange
Center. The move is intended
to preserve investors’ asset
value while supporting entry
into production and export
sectors.

Heidari noted that estab-
lishing these agencies will
help remove key barriers
in licensing, residency, and
currency procedures. He
also said decision-making
authority will be delegated to
provinces, with investment
board meetings held locally
based on regional potential.
He stressed equal treatment
for domestic and foreign
investors, calling for special
incentives such as dedicat-
ed industrial parks for for-
eign investors to encourage
participation. He also high-
lighted the importance of
regularly updating provincial
investment service packages
to effectively showcase local
opportunities.

Water inflow into
Iranian dams
drop 40% amid
dry autumn

Water inflow into Iran’s dams
has fallen by 40 percent
since the start of the current
water year (late September),
reflecting the severe dry con-
ditions that have gripped the
country this autumn.
According to the Energy
Ministry, only 1.48 billion cu-
bic meters of water entered
the country’s dams between
late September and mid-No-
vember, compared  with
three billion cubic meters in
the same period last year.
During the same time, about
three billion cubic meters of
water were released from
reservoirs to meet drinking,
agricultural, industrial, and
environmental needs — a
26 percent decrease from
last year’s 4.05 billion cubic
meters.

Currently, total stored water
in Iran’s reservoirs stands at
17.12 billion cubic meters,
filling just 33 percent of the
total capacity, with 67 per-
cent remaining empty.
This compares with 22.92
billion cubic meters a year
earlier, representing a 25
percent decline in overall re-
Serves.
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Iran’s first
medal

Judo athlete Maryam Barbat won Iran’s
first medal at the 2025 Islamic Solidari-
ty Games (ISG), known as Riyadh 2025,
on Sunday. Barbat defeated Camerooni-
an judoka Zita Ornella Biami 10-0 in the
bronze medal match of the women’s
-70kg. She started the campaign with a
loss against Azerbaijan’s Aytaj Gardash-
khanli in quar-

Some Tlealth F

Nutritious as You Thought

Source:

Even foods marketed as healthy alter-
natives may still not contain high levels
of added sugar and unhealthy fats.
Companies often use wording on prod-
uct labels and in their marketing to
appeal to customers who are trying to
make healthier choices. You might see
claims on labels like:

* low fat

°vegan

e gluten-free

* low carb

However, just because a food uses
words like these on its label or is gen-
erally thought of as healthier than other
foods doesn’t mean it’s good for you.
Here are some foods that may not be as
healthy as their marketing claims make
them out to be.

1. Flavored yogurts

Yogurt can be a healthy choice, but it's
best to opt for unsweetened yogurt
whenever possible.

Flavored and “fruit on the bottom” yo-
gurts can contain a surprising amount
of sugar in just a small serving.

Instead of choosing sweetened yogurt,
try topping unsweetened yogurt with
fresh fruit for a bit of natural sweetness.
2. Protein drinks and hars

Many people are under the impression
that the higher the protein content of a
food or beverage, the healthier it is.
Some foods that are naturally high in
protein, like fish, eggs, and beans, are
definitely healthy choices. However,
items like protein bars and shakes may
not be as healthy as some people as-
sume.

Many healthy people who consume bal-
anced diets don’t need to get extra pro-
tein through supplements. Neverthe-
less, active individuals and those who
follow vegetarian and vegan diets may
benefit from more protein in their diets.
3. Sports drinks and energy beverages

oods” That May Not Be as

While companies market sports drinks
and energy beverages as ways to boost
energy and athletic performance, these
beverages are unnecessary for most
people.

They can also be high in ingredients
like:

e added sugar

« artificial colors

e large amount of stimulants, such as
caffeine

While some athletes do need to replen-
ish lost nutrients with sports drinks af-
ter intense exercise, most people who
perform moderate exercise or just reg-
ular daily activity do not need to chug
sports drinks to stay hydrated.

4. Gluten-free snack foods

For people with gluten-related disor-
ders, avoiding gluten is necessary.
However, even if a food is labeled as
gluten-free, it’s not necessarily health-
ier than gluten-containing foods.

terfinals but beat Kyrgyzstan's Myrzai-
ym Duishonbokova 10-0 in repechage
to advance to bronze medal match. The
2025 Islamic Solidarity Games are an
inter-continental multi-sport event or-
ganized by the Islamic Solidarity Sports
Association (ISSA), which are being
held from Nov. 7 to 21 in Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia.

Some \
processed \
gluten-free

snack foods and

sweets contain

just as much,

if not more,

calories, unhealthy

fats, and added sugar as
other snacks.

Additionally, studiesTrust-
ed Source show that
‘|luten-free snack foods
ind other gluten-free
items tend to be lower
in protein, fiber, and
certain  vitamins
and minerals than
their gluten-con-
taining counter-
parts. They're
also generally
more expen-

Sive.

The managing director of the Iranian Airports and Air Navigation
Company said more than 10 trillion rials (about $20 million) are
being invested in major airport infrastructure projects across the
country through BOT (Build-Operate—Transfer) partnerships with

the private sector.

Mohammad Amirani said the initiatives, aligned with the Transport
and Urban Development Ministry’s focus on boosting airport prof-
itability, aim to enhance services, improve efficiency, and facilitate

passenger movement.

At Ahvaz's Shahid Soleimani Airport, new projects include a dedicat-

ed CIP lounge, a multi-story parking facility, an airport hotel, and a
garden restaurant, with total investments exceeding 10.7 trillion rials.
The CIP terminal, covering 1,026 square meters and costing 2.04
trillion rials, is expected to be completed within two years. The
three-story parking lot, with a 3,484-square-meter footprint and a
budget of 1.51 trillion rials, will help ease traffic and improve access.
A three-story airport hotel, spanning 2,225 square meters and re-
quiring over 6.52 trillion rials, is planned to be completed within three
years. The garden restaurant project, worth 666 billion rials, will pro-
vide a comfortable space for passengers to rest and dine.

[ran targeted top-secret military
factlity m Tel Aviv during [2-day War: Report

Iran targeted a top-secret Israeli military
facility in northern Tel Aviv during the 12-
day Israeli military aggression against
Iran, reports Iran’s radio and TV organi-
zation known as the Islamic Republic of
Iran’s Broadcasting Organization (IRIB).

Iran’s strike came in response to the
Israeli regime’s unprovoked military at-
tacks that began on June 13, and ended
on June 24 after it asked for a ceasefire.

The revelation undermines Israel’s long-
held narrative of invulnerability and ex-
poses how its military operates from
within densely populated civilian areas
— a practice prohibited under interna-
tional law, added IRIB quoting a report
published by The Grey Zone, a Western
investigative outlet.

The investigation, led by former Google
Al researcher Jack Poulson, found that
the strike hit a bunker base known as
“Site 81,” a joint US-Israeli command
and control center located beneath the Da
Vinci Tower complex in northern Tel Aviv.
The secret base, according to leaked doc-
uments, housed advanced intelligence
and electronic warfare systems shield-
ed by magnetic protection and operated

jointly by American and Israeli forces.
Isragl imposed an immediate media
blackout after the attack, with reports of
journalists being forcibly removed from
the scene.

The attack “revealed the existence of a
hidden nexus between Israeli and U.S.
military operations embedded under ci-
vilian infrastructure,” said the report.
Confidential emails between former
NATO Commander James Stavridis and
ex-IDF Chief Gabi Ashkenazi confirmed
that U.S. firms were contracted to con-
struct the underground complex, de-
signed to integrate Israeli and American
command systems.

Leaked U.S. government contracts
show that construction began in 2011
under the Texas branch of M+W Group
(now Exyte) and was expanded in 2013
through Oxford Construction, which was
later investigated for financial miscon-
duct.

The site sits less than 100 meters from
a children’s playground and community
center, illustrating what the report calls
“Israel’s systematic use of civilians as
human shields.”

Google Maps and Russian service Yan-
dex have blocked or blurred satellite im-
agery of the area, which The Grey Zone
described as “digital censorship in Isra-
el’s favor.”

The investigation highlights Israel’s
growing reliance on dual-use urban in-
frastructure to conceal sensitive military
operations.

The censorship surrounding the after-
math of Iran’s strike, coupled with the
exposure of “Site 81,” also reveals the
depth of US-Israeli coordination — and
the vulnerability of that network to Iranian
intelligence and precision capabilities.
Iranian attacks struck several other key
targets in the occupied territories, includ-
ing Camp Moshe Dayan, a training and
operations center for military intelligence
officers; Tel Nof, one of the most forti-
fied airbases in the occupied territories;
Nevatim, Israel’s primary base for op-
erating U.S.-made F-35 stealth fighters;
Hatzerim, another vital air base, and
the Ovda airbase, which is a key Israeli
military installation said to house com-
mand-and-control systems and electron-
ic warfare capabilities.

The newly appointed Ambassador of
the Islamic Republic of Iran to North
Korea, Abbas Talebifar, met with For-
eign Minister Abbas Araghchi ahead of
his departure for Pyongyang.

During the meeting, Talebifar present-
ed his plans and proposals for fulfilling
his responsibilities in his new role.
Wishing the new envoy success in his
mission, Araghchi emphasized the im-
portance of utilizing all available capac-
ities to strengthen Tehran—Pyongyang
relations in areas of mutual interest.
Before his appointment as ambassa-
dor to North Korea, Talebifar served as
Director of the Second East Asia and
Oceania Department at Iran’s Foreign
Ministry and previously represented
the country as ambassador to Brunei
Darussalam and Georgia.

Iran and North Korea, both facing
decades of U.S. hostility and unilateral
sanctions, have maintained steady po-
litical and economic relations since es-
tablishing diplomatic ties in 1973. Co-
operation between the two countries
gained renewed momentum in recent
years, particularly after Washington’s
withdrawal from the 2015 nuclear deal
and the reimposition of sanctions on
Tehran.

In 2018, North Korean Foreign Minis-
ter Ri Yong-ho visited Tehran, where
the two sides discussed common
approaches toward countering U.S.

New envoy briefs FM before headmg to
North horea

& M

pressure and sanctions. Since then,
bilateral engagement has continued
through regular diplomatic exchang-
es, with both countries stressing the
need for solidarity among nations
subjected to Western coercion.

More recently, Pyongyang has sought
to expand its engagement with Tehran
amid growing convergence between
Iran, Russia, and North Korea in re-
sponse to shared security and eco-
nomic challenges. In April 2024, North
Korea’s Minister of External Eco-
nomic Relations, Yun Jong-ho, led a
high-level delegation to Iran to explore
avenues for trade and cooperation —
the first such visit in over four years.
The visit followed Yun's trip to Mos-
cow, highlighting the increasing dip-
lomatic coordination among the three
countries in the face of U.S. and West-
ern sanctions.

North Korea has also voiced firm
support for Iran’s regional positions,
including its opposition to Israel’s mil-
itary aggression. In a series of state-
ments earlier this year, Pyongyang
condemned Israeli strikes against Ira-
nian sites and warned that such prov-
ocations risk sparking a wider regional
conflict. The DPRK also accused the
United States and Israel of fuelling in-
stability in the West Asia and called on
the international community to resist
Washington’s destabilizing policies.
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