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Power plant fuel reserves

ready for winter, no
blackouts expected
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Iran to host 2025
SCO joint counter-
terrorism exercise

The Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganization (SCO) will hold its
2025 joint counterterrorism ex-
ercise in Iran, with the country’s
intelligence and security agen-
cies taking the lead, officials an-
nounced on Friday.

Olarbek Sharshiev, Director of
the Executive Committee of the
SCO’s Regional Anti-Terrorist
Structure (RATS), said during
a press briefing that the drill—
titted  “Sahand—Counterterror-
ism—2025"—is set to take place
near the northwestern city of
Tabriz on December 4.
Sharshiev noted that formal in-
vitations and detailed schedules
will soon be sent to both mem-
ber and observer states.

The large-scale exercise aims
to enhance coordination and
readiness among SCO members
in response to cross-border ter-
rorist threats, which often affect
multiple nations simultaneously.
This marks only the second joint
counterterrorism drill conduct-
ed under the SCO framework
since the organization’s found-
ing in 1996. The first, “Anti-Ter-
rorism Interaction—2024,” was
held in China’s Xinjiang Uygur
Autonomous Region last year.
According to China’s Ministry
of Public Security, that exercise
featured live operational drills
and specialized missions target-
ing simulated terrorist groups.
Xinhua News Agency reported
at the time that the event repre-
sented the first fully joint coun-
terterrorism live exercise involv-
ing all SCO member states.
The Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganization is a Eurasian political,
economic, and security alliance
established in 1996 by China,
Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
and Tajikistan. Initially focused
on countering terrorism, ex-
tremism, and separatism, the
bloc later expanded to include
Uzbekistan and was formally re-
named the SCO.

The group has since grown into
a major multilateral organization
often seen as a strategic coun-
terbalance to Western influence
in Central Asia. India and Paki-
stan became full members in
2017, followed by Iran in 2023
and Belarus in 2024.

The SCO’s 25th Summit of
Heads of State was held on Au-
gust 31 in Tianjin, China, attend-
ed by leaders from more than
20 countries, including Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin
and Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian, as well as repre-
sentatives from 10 international
organizations.

Current full members include
China, Russia, India, Iran, Be-
larus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Pakistan, Tajikistan, and Uzbek-
istan.

RATS serves as the SCQ’s per-
manent body for coordinating
intelligence, counterterrorism,
and counterintelligence activi-
ties among member states. Its
mandate includes combating
what the organization calls the
“Three Evils” — terrorism, sep-
aratism, and religious extrem-
ism.

The body is also working toward
establishing shared enforce-
ment capabilities, including po-
tential SCO-wide police and mil-
itary cooperation mechanisms.
In recent years, RATS has
broadened its focus to address
narcoterrorism and drug traf-
ficking, key funding sources for
militant and anti-government
groups across the region. It also
maintains a joint database of in-
dividuals and organizations des-
ignated as terrorist, separatist,
or extremist by member states.
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Tefiran, Dushanbe to expand

Iran has expressed readiness to
assist Tajikistan in establishing a
commaodity exchange and devel-
oping its securities market, the
Securities and Exchange Organ-
ization (SEQ) said on Saturday.
During a meeting between Iran’s
SEO Head Hojjatollah Seyedi and
Tajik Finance Minister Faizuddin
Qahhorzoda in Tehran, both sides
called for deepening bilateral co-
operation in capital markets.
Seyedi noted that the two na-
tions’ cultural and linguistic affin-
ities provide a strong foundation
for closer collaboration.

“With around 60 years of experi-
ence in stock exchanges and over
two decades in commodity mar-
kets, the SEO is ready to share
its expertise with Tajikistan in
launching commodity exchang-
es and implementing commodi-
ty-backed securities,” he said.

He expressed hope that the megt-
ing would mark the beginning of
deeper cooperation between the
two countries to expand capital
market development.
Qahhorzoda said Tajikistan’s
economic policy prioritizes ex-
panding partnerships with other
countries, adding that coopera-
tion with Iran in economic fields
has been strong but could grow
further.

He highlighted Tajikistan’s steady
economic growth over the past
decade and welcomed Iran’s
support in establishing various
types of stock and commodity
exchanges to strengthen Tajik-
istan’s financial infrastructure.
“Bridge of Trust and Develop-
ment” Conference held with par-
ticipation of Iran and Tajikistan
The  specialized  conference
“Bridge of Trust and Develop-
ment” was held on Saturday (Oc-
tober 25) in Dushanbe with the
presence of Faiziddin Qahhorzo-
da, the Minister of Finance of Ta-
jikistan, and Alireza Haghighian,
the Ambassador of Iran.

At this meeting, Iranian ambas-
sador, referring to Iran’s expe-
rience in international financial
institutions such as 10SCO, an-
nounced Tehran’s readiness for
cooperation, training, and the
exchange of financial knowledge
with Tajikistan.

Furthermore, Hojatollah  Seydi,
the Head of Iran’s Securities and
Exchange Organization, along
with a group of experts from the
organization, presented lectures
on capital markets, Islamic finan-
cial instruments, green finance,
and the supervision of emerging
markets as part of this confer-
ence.

Iran and Tajikistan have agreed
to address outstanding banking
issues and establish a joint in-
vestment task force to enhance
cooperation in areas such as
energy, infrastructure, and ag-
riculture, marking another step
toward deepening their economic
and financial relations.

Iran’s  Minister of Economic

Affairs and Finance Seyed Ali
Madanizadeh met with Sultan
Rahimzoda, head of Tajikistan’s
State Committee on Investment
and State Property Management,
on October 15, to discuss practi-
cal measures for expanding bilat-
eral collaboration.

During the meeting, Madaniza-
deh—who also chairs Iran’s
State Banks Assembly—high-
lighted the need to resolve pend-
ing banking and financial coor-
dination issues between the two
countries. Both sides agreed to
accelerate efforts to finalize bank-
ing arrangements that would
facilitate trade and investment
flows. The Iranian minister em-
phasized the investment potential
in technical and engineering ser-
vices, mining, infrastructure, ag-
riculture, and knowledge-based
industries, calling the Dushanbe
International Investment Forum
a vital platform for promoting
mutual understanding and pri-
vate-sector engagement.

He noted that three key econom-
ic agreements between the two
countries—on investment pro-
motion and protection, avoidance
of double taxation, and customs
cooperation—are now in force,
providing a legal foundation for
expanding commercial ties.
Madanizadeh also announced the
signing of a memorandum of un-
derstanding to form the Iran-Ta-
jikistan Joint Investment Working
Group, which has already held
three sessions, the most recent
on the sidelines of the 17th Eco-
nomic Cooperation Summit in
Shiraz.

He further underscored the read-
iness of Iran’s private sector to
exchange specialized business
delegations and enhance knowl-
edge of the Tajik market, adding
that recent progress in visa-free
travel has already boosted cultur-
al and medical tourism between
the two nations.

The Iranian delegation’s trip to
Dushanbe in mid-October and
participation in the international
investment forum underscored a
strategic shift toward operational
economic diplomacy, building on
decades of cultural, linguistic,
and historical ties.

A key focus of the talks was de-
veloping banking cooperation to
remove long-standing financial
barriers. Given the central role
of banking systems in trade fa-
cilitation and capital transfer, re-
solving these issues could unlock
new pathways for joint invest-
ment and empower private-sec-
tor initiatives.

The implementation of the three
foundational economic agree-
ments—on investment protec-
tion, double taxation, and cus-
toms—provides a framework of
mutual trust for businesses and
investors. The establishment of
the joint investment task force
signals a move from political
understanding to structured, re-
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sults-oriented cooperation.
Collaboration in technical and
engineering  services, mining,
infrastructure, agriculture, and
knowledge-based industries
has emerged as a key priority.
These sectors, rich in develop-
ment potential, can contribute to
technology transfer, job creation,
and sustainable growth in both
countries. The Dushanbe forum
served as a platform to identify
shared capacities and connect
Iranian and Tajik entrepreneurs.
The Iranian private sector is
expected to play an increasing-
ly vital role in this process. By
forming expert delegations and
strengthening trade intelligence,
Iranian firms can establish joint
ventures and seize opportunities
in Tajikistan’s growing market.
The visa-free travel agreement
between Iran and Tajikistan has
significantly expanded cultural
and medical tourism, while also
facilitating  smoother business
interactions. Analysts note that
the deep cultural and civiliza-
tional ties between Tehran and
Dushanbe have evolved into a
powerful engine for economic
cooperation, positioning Iran as
a reliable partner in Tajikistan’s
path toward sustainable regional
development.

Iran’s minister of economic af-
fairs and finance emphasized the
expansion of brotherly relations
and economic, commercial, and
infrastructure  cooperation be-
tween Iran and Tajikistan and
proposed special opportunities
for deepening these relations un-
der the current conditions.

Seyed Ali Madanizadeh made
the remarks in talks with Emo-
mali Rahmon, the president of
Tajikistan, on the sidelines of his
participation in Dushanbe Inter-
national Investment Forum.
During this meeting, the Iranian
minister, thanking the provided
opportunity for the meeting, an-
nounced that he carries a warm
and sincere message of greetings
from Mr. Masoud Pezeshkian, the
president of the Islamic Republic
of Iran, to the president of Tajik-
istan.

He emphasized that Mr. Pezesh-
kian is eager to meet and host
him in Tehran.

Madanizadeh, stressing the im-
portance of brotherly relations
and close cooperation between
the two countries, stated: Mr.
Pezeshkian always places special
emphasis on developing these
relations in all fields.

He sincerely appreciated the prin-
cipled and courageous positions
of the Tajik government in con-
demning the attacks by the Zi-
onist regime and the U.S. against
the Islamic Republic of lIran,
describing this stance as indic-
ative of a deep understanding of
the sensitive regional conditions
and the necessity of supporting
stability and sustainable security.
The Iranian minister also con-
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gratulated the president of Tajik-
istan on the successful holding of
international meetings, especially
the recent summit of heads of
state in the beautiful city of Du-
shanbe, and noted that Iran-Tajik-
istan relations have been noticea-
bly growing in recent years.
Elsewhere in his remarks,
Madanizadeh proposed that by
defining special financial and
banking mechanisms, using
national currencies, bartering
goods and services, and imple-
menting joint projects, cooper-
ation between the two countries
could be expanded away from the
effects of sanctions.

He continued: “In this regard,
significant capacities for cooper-
ation in various fields have been
provided; including in investment
and infrastructure projects, Ira-
nian companies are ready to ac-
tively participate in implementing
construction, power plant, road
construction, housing, and urban
development plans in Tajikistan.”
The minister also said: “In the
field of energy and electricity, co-
operation in the construction of
hydroelectric power plants, Tajik-
istan-Afghanistan-Iran electricity
transmission lines, and the de-
velopment of renewable energies
are among the practical axes of
cooperation. In the field of trade
and banking, establishing direct
payment channels, using national
currency, and reciprocal credit
lines will play an important role in
facilitating economic relations.”
He also announced Iran’s readi-
ness to establish a joint science
and technology park, develop
knowledge-based  companies,
and digitalize the economy with
Tajikistan.

Emphasizing the high capabilities
of Iranian technical and engineer-
ing companies in implementing
large projects, Madanizadeh stat-
ed: “Strengthening the presence
of these companies in Tajikistan,
in addition to developing infra-
structure, will lead to the transfer
of Iran’s technical knowledge and
engineering technology to this
country.”

He added that Iran and Tajikistan
can play an important role in
the regional supply chain in the
fields of energy, pharmaceuticals,
agriculture, and technical and
engineering services, and by syn-
ergizing their capacities, enhance
their economic standing in the
region.

At the end of the meeting,
Madanizadeh once again thanked
the president and the govern-
ment of Tajikistan for their warm
hospitality and emphasized: “We
look forward to hosting Mr. Rah-
mon in Iran so that we can have
constructive and effective talks in
Tehran about the strategic road-
maps for long-term and sustain-
able cooperation between the two
countries.”

‘Tehran, Dushanbe accelerate
toward a sustainable future’

eration

Speaking on Tuesday at the Du-
shanbe International Investment
Forum, Madanizadeh highlighted
the strengthening of economic
and cultural ties between Iran
and Tajikistan, emphasizing
green investment opportunities
and regional cooperation in en-
ergy, technology, transport, and
agriculture as the foundation for
sustainable development across
Central Asia.

He said the conference, focused
on green investment, serves as
“a bridge for sharing ideas and
a gateway to a sustainable and
prosperous regional future.”

He added that the recent meet-
ing between the presidents of
Iran and Tajikistan marked a
new chapter in bilateral relations,
culminating in 23 cooperation
documents worth $500 million,
underscoring both sides’ deter-
mination to deepen economic
engagement.

The official said the two countries
share a common vision to ex-
pand bilateral trade beyond $500
million, reinforced by agreements
in transport, customs, fisheries,
mining, and agriculture.
“Tajikistan, with its vast potential
in renewable energy, mining, and
water resources, offers a reliable
base for sustainable investment,”
he said. Madanizadeh stressed
that despite sanctions, Iran con-
tinues to focus on diversifica-
tion and innovation, and stands
ready to enhance cooperation
with Tajikistan in clean energy,
digital economy, transport, ag-
riculture, pharmaceuticals, and
mining industries. He added that
as the world approaches a digital
transformation, Iran—with its
expertise in artificial intelligence
and blockchain technologies—is
prepared to share experience and
train Tajik specialists to help drive
technological growth.

The minister also noted that re-
gional cooperation draws inspi-
ration from the historic Silk Road,
emphasizing that balanced devel-
opment in the region can only be
achieved through strengthened
bilateral and multilateral partner-
ships.

Meanwhile, during a meeting
between Iranian Agriculture Min-
ister Gholamreza Nouri Qezel-
jeh and Tajikistan’s Agriculture
Minister Qurban Hakimzoda, in
August 1, the Iranian minister
referred to the emphasis of the
Iranian president on the compre-
hensive development of relations
with friendly and neighboring
countries.

He stated: “The expansion of
agricultural cooperation between
the two countries is one of the
practical examples of implement-
ing the principled policies of the
Islamic Republic of Iran regard-
ing neighbors and the region.”
Emphasizing the importance of
food security for both countries
and the region, he announced
Iran’s readiness for further coop-
eration and the implementation
of joint projects in various fields
of the agricultural sector.
Hakimzoda, for his part, referred
to the signing of the memoran-
dum of understanding on agri-
cultural cooperation between the
two countries, and expressed
satisfaction with the successful
holding of the first meeting of
the Joint Agricultural Cooper-
ation Committee last year and
assessed the progress in imple-
menting the agreements under
this MoU as satisfactory.

During the meeting, the agricul-
ture ministers of both countries
discussed investment strategies
in processing industries, coop-
eration in mechanization devel-
opment, livestock farming, ag-
uaculture, and other agricultural
sectors.
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Iran, China, and
Russia notify
IAEA of end to UN
Resolution 2231
oversight

Iran, China, and Russia have
jointly informed the head of
the United Nations’ nuclear
watchdog that UN Security
Council Resolution 2231
and related reporting on
Iran’s nuclear activities have
officially ended.

In a post on X on Friday,
Iran’s Deputy Foreign Min-
ister for Legal and Interna-
tional Affairs, Kazem Ghar-
ibabadi, announced that the
ambassadors and perma-
nent representatives of the
three countries had sent a
letter to International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) Di-
rector General Rafael Mari-
ano Grossi.

Gharibabadi noted that this
letter followed a similar
communication the three
nations sent earlier to the
UN Secretary-General and
the President of the Security
Council, formally declaring
the termination of Resolu-
tion 2231 on October 18.
According to the Iranian
official, the latest letter reit-
erated that all provisions of
Resolution 2231 expired on
October 18, 2025, and con-
demned the “illegal” attempt
by Britain, France, and Ger-
many to trigger the so-called
“snapback” mechanism for
reinstating UN sanctions.
Gharibabadi  emphasized
that the expiration of the
resolution also marks the
end of the IAEA Director
General’s mandate to report
on verification and moni-
toring activities related to
Resolution 2231 and the
2015 nuclear deal, officially
known as the Joint Com-
prehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA).

He explained that under a
December 15, 2015 I|AEA
Board of Governors reso-
lution, the agency’s moni-
toring mandate was set to
continue for ten years after
the JCPOA’s adoption or un-
til the IAEA concluded that
Iran’s nuclear program was
entirely peaceful—whichev-
er came first.

“Therefore, as of October
18, 2025, this matter is au-
tomatically removed from
the Board of Governors’
agenda, and no further ac-
tion is required,” Gharibaba-
di stated.

Tehran has consistently re-
jected the European trio’s
invocation of the snapback
mechanism, calling it “ille-
gal,” “null and void,” and a
“fabricated concept.”

On October 18, Iran an-
nounced the lifting of all re-
maining UN restrictions on
its nuclear program, citing
the expiration of Resolution
2231.

Iran’s nuclear program and
economy have come under
sustained pressure since
the United States unilaterally
withdrew from the JCPOA
in 2018 and reimposed
sweeping sanctions under
its  “maximum pressure”
policy. Despite these chal-
lenges, Tehran has sought
to adapt through expanded
trade with Asian and re-
gional partners, non-dollar
transactions, and increased
domestic  production.
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Armed Forces fully

prepared, Iranian

commander warns
adversaries

A senior commander of the Ira-
nian Army warned Friday that the
country is fully prepared to coun-
ter any aggression, emphasizing
that its armed forces are drawn
from the nation’s most capable
young personnel and are ready to
defend against threats on land, at
sea, and in the air.

Admiral Habibollah Sayyari, Dep-
uty Coordinator of the Iranian
Army, spoke to reporters on the
sidelines of the 4th World Armies
Archery Championship (WAC
2025), hosted by the Army Air
Force at the national Archery Fed-
eration venue.

The remarks come amid ongoing
efforts by Tehran to showcase its
military preparedness and deter
potential adversaries. Brigadier
General Reza Talaei-Nik, Deputy
for Strategic Planning and Parlia-
mentary Affairs and spokesper-
son for the Ministry of Defense
and Armed Forces Logistics,
stressed that Iran’s armed forc-
es have significantly increased
their armament, operational, and
logistical capacities since the
“12-day war,” a brief but intense
conflict that tested the country’s
readiness.

Talaei-Nik recalled that despite 15
years of enemy preparations to
strike Iran, the aggressor failed
in the 12-day war. He warned that
any future attempts at aggression
would meet an even stronger Ira-
nian response, citing enhanced
defensive readiness and the in-
creased vulnerability of potential
adversaries to Iran’s offensive
capabilities. “Given the heavy
losses and failures suffered in the
12-day war, it is unlikely the ene-
my would attempt another attack
without carefully calculating its
own vulnerabilities,” he said.
The 12-day conflict erupted on
June 13, when Israel launched a
sudden attack against Iran, claim-
ing at least 1,064 lives, including
military commanders, nuclear
scientists, and civilians. The Unit-
ed States intervened by bombing
three Iranian nuclear sites, an ac-
tion Tehran described as a grave
violation of international law. In
retaliation, Iran’s armed forces
struck strategic sites across the
occupied territories and target-
ed U.S. military facilities in the
region, including Al-Udeid Air
Base in Qatar, the largest Amer-
ican military installation in West
Asia. Iranian attacks also dam-
aged key Israeli command and
control centers, training facilities,
and fortified airbases hosting ad-
vanced fighter jets and electronic
warfare systems.
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Night

Source:

By:

Driving at dusk or at night can be
stressful for many people. The lowered
amount of light coming into the eye,
coupled with the glare of oncoming
traffic, can make it hard to see. And im-
paired vision can diminish your safety
and the safety of others on the road.

To address this issue, many manufac-
turers market and sell night driving
glasses. But, do they work?

In this article, we’ll look at what the re-
search has to say, plus examine alter-
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[vIng blasses:
Do They Work?

natives for improving your night driving
vision.

What are night driving glasses?

Night driving glasses have nonprescrip-
tion, yellow-tinted lenses that range
in shade from light yellow to amber.
Some night driving glasses also have
an antireflective coating.

Night driving glasses reduce glare by
scattering and filtering out blue light.
Blue light is the part of the light spec-
trum that has the shortest wavelength

Chabahar-Za-
hedan railway

project sur-

passes 84%

progress

and the largest amount of energy. Unlike
types of light with longer wavelengths,
blue light is more likely to cause glare
when it enters the eye.

Night driving glasses have been manu-
factured for several decades. These yel-
low-tinted glasses were originally mar-
keted to hunters as shooting glasses.
They continue to be popular with hunt-
ers because they sharpen the contrast
of flying birds against the sky during
overcast or cloudy conditions.

The Chabahar-Zahedan railway has
passed 84 percent physical progress and
is expected to become operational by the
end of the current Iranian calendar year
(March 20, 2026), according to Abbas
Khatibi, deputy head of Iran’s Construc-
tion and Development of Transportation
Infrastructure Company. Khatibi said the
project has set a new national record by

Do night driving glasses work?

Yellow lenses reduce the amount of
light coming into the eye, diminishing
visibility. At night, this can be detrimen-
tal, rather than helpful.

Night driving glasses are available in
many shades of yellow and amber. The
darkest lenses filter out the most glare
but also, the largest amount of light,
making it hard to see in dim or dark
conditions.

Some wearers of night driving glasses

laying 50 kilometers of track in just one
month, achieving a daily rail-laying rate
of 3,500 meters. “This unprecedented
milestone marks a new chapter in lran’s
railway development,” he said, empha-
sizing the government’s strong determi-
nation to complete the eastern corridor
and link the strategic port of Chabahar to
the national railway network.

report that they’re better able to see
at night while wearing them. However,
visual tests indicate that night driving
glasses do not improve night vision,
and do not help drivers see pedestri-
ans any faster than they would without
them.

In fact, a small 2019 studyTrusted
Source showed that night driving glass-
es actually slow down visual reflexes
by a fraction of a second, making night
vision slightly worse.

Power plant fuel reserves ready for winter, no blackouts expected

Iran’s Energy Minister Abbas Aliabadi said the country’s pow-
er plants are fully stocked with fuel for the winter, adding that
no electricity shortages are expected in the coming months
thanks to new generation projects and inter-ministerial coor-
dination.

Speaking to state media, Aliabadi said despite facing five con-
secutive years of drought and an exceptionally hot summer,
“comprehensive measures” have been taken to ensure stable
electricity supply during the cold season.

He noted that the Energy and Oil ministries have closely co-

ordinated to fill power plant fuel reserves. “Compared with
last year, we have managed to increase our fuel storage levels
significantly,” he said.

The minister emphasized, however, that public cooperation
through energy saving remains essential.

“If the agreed fuel supply schedule between the Energy Min-
istry, Oil Ministry, and other agencies is implemented as
planned, we will have a smooth winter with no disruptions
to power for households or industries until early spring,” he
added.
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[ran, Pakastan, Turkey to relaunch contamer tram service m December

Iran and Pakistan have agreed to resume
operations of the Islamabad-Tehran—Is-
tanbul (ITI) container train in December, as
part of a broader plan to boost rail connec-
tivity and trade between the two neighbors.
The agreement was reached during meet-
ings between Iran’s Minister of Transport
and Urban Development Farzaneh Sadegh
and Pakistan'’s Ministers of Commerce,
Communications, and Railways — Jam
Kamal Khan, Abdul Aleem Khan, and Hanif
Abbasi — on the second day of Sadegh’s
visit to Islamabad, the Iranian ministry
said.

Pakistan’s Ministry of Railways announced
that both sides will draft a joint action plan
to expand rail transport cooperation. They
also agreed to launch the project to up-
grade the Quetta-Taftan railway line next
year, a key route linking the two countries.
Both nations committed to strengthening
commercial and passenger rail operations
and to creating a coordinated mechanism
to follow up on bilateral agreements.
Sadegh, referring to last month’s 22nd
Iran-Pakistan Joint Economic Commis-

sion held in Tehran, emphasized the need
to implement existing accords to deepen
cooperation.

She added that Iran and Pakistan’s corridor
capacities provide ideal opportunities for
connecting China to Europe through their
shared routes.

The regional transport conference in Islam-
abad, attended by representatives from 11
countries including Iran’s road and urban
development minister, concluded on Fri-
day.

Last week, Pakistan’s government has is-
sued a new executive order aimed at pro-
moting barter trade with Iran after months
of consultation and review to address
the concerns of both countries’ business
communities, Pakistan’s ambassador to
Tehran, Muhammad Mudassir Tipu, an-
nounced.

In a post on X on October 19, Tipu said: “I
am pleased to announce that Pakistan has
issued a new executive order (SRO) to pro-
mote barter trade with the Islamic Republic
of Iran.”

He explained that following an extensive

and inclusive review process, many of the
issues raised by Iranian and Pakistani trad-
ers have been addressed in the new regu-
lation. The envoy expressed hope that the
measure would significantly enhance the
volume and diversity of trade between the
two neighbors.

“l invite industrialists and the business
communities of both countries to fully
benefit from this order and contribute to
the expansion of bilateral trade,” he added,
urging chambers of commerce and trade
bodies in both nations to circulate the reg-
ulation among their members to help max-
imize its benefits.

Earlier this month, Pakistan’s Ministry of
Finance approved a proposal by the Minis-
try of Commerce to revise the bilateral bar-
ter trade agreement with Iran. The decision
was later endorsed by the federal cabinet
chaired by Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif.
Following the 22nd Iran-Pakistan Joint
Economic Committee meeting in Tehran
(September 15-16), co-chaired by Iran’s
Minister of Transport and Urban Devel-
opment, Farzaneh Sadegh, and Pakistan’s

Federal Minister for Commerce, Jam Ka-
mal Khan, Minister Sadegh published an
article on the ministry’s news portal. Below
is a translation of her piece.

On the eve of new developments in the
regional economic order, the Iran-Paki-
stan Joint Economic Committee has once
again provided a platform for developing
sustainable cooperation between these
two important and influential neighbors in
South Asia.

Iran-Pakistan relations over the past dec-
ades have always been influenced by re-
gional developments, global politics, and
security imperatives. Although political
relations between the two countries have
always been maintained at an acceptable
level, their economic and trade capacities
have not been actualized as they should
have been. Now, on the eve of new devel-
opments in the regional economic order,
the Iran-Pakistan Joint Economic Commis-
sion has once again provided a platform
for developing sustainable cooperation be-
tween these two important and influential
neighbors in South Asia.

The 22nd meeting of the Joint Economic
Committee was not only an opportunity
to review the past and chart the future of
the two countrigs’ economic relations, but
also, by holding an unprecedented joint
business conference on its sidelines, sent
a clear message to regional economic
actors, governments, and observers: Iran
and Pakistan are ready to turn their po-
tential capacities into the driving engine of
economic and trade cooperation.

Along with their long shared border, Iran
and Pakistan also enjoy deep cultural and
historical commonalities. The adjacency of
the two countrigs in a region that houses
the main arteries of energy, transportation,
and trade has created a unique position for
economic cooperation.

On one hand, Iran, with its vast oil and
gas resources, can play a role as a reliable
energy supplier for Pakistan. On the other
hand, Pakistan, with its young and grow-
ing population and extensive needs in the
fields of energy, infrastructure, and trade,
can be one of Iran’s most important export
markets.
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