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Private sector to imvest $290m
in Iran’s rail fleet modernization
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Parfiament approves plan to
remove 4 zeros from national
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Iran, Norway
explore cooperation
on renewable
energy

Senior Iranian and Norwegian
officials discussed expanding co-
operation in renewable energy and
electricity grid management dur-
ing a meeting between Norway’s
ambassador to Tehran and the
head of Iran’s Renewable Energy
and Energy Efficiency Organiza-
tion (SATBA).

Mohsen Tarztalab, SATBA chief
and deputy energy minister, em-
phasized Iran’s willingness to
broaden bilateral collaboration
with Norway in renewable energy
development, technical knowl-
edge exchange and learning from
Norway’s experience in integrating
renewables into the power grid.
Tarztalab highlighted Iran’s legal
and financial frameworks de-
signed to support clean energy
investments, including the Energy
Exchange’s Green Board and vari-
ous incentive models.

He said these mechanisms pro-
vide a solid foundation for joint
projects with Norwegian partners
aimed at improving energy effi-
ciency and launching new renew-
able initiatives.

Paal Bjornstad, Norway’s ambas-
sador to Iran, outlined his coun-
try’s expertise in offshore wind
and solar power development,
citing successful projects by Nor-
wegian companies in neighboring
countries.

He described Norway’s electricity
production and regional power
trade structure with Germany,
Denmark and Sweden, which has
earned the country the title of “Eu-
rope’s green battery.”

Despite being a major oil and gas
producer—ranked as the world’s
third-largest gas exporter—Nor-
way has enacted advanced leg-
islation to promote clean energy
and electrification. Nearly all of
its electricity comes from renew-
able sources such as hydropower,
wind and solar, and around 90
percent of vehicles sold in recent
years are electric.

Iran is seeking to leverage interna-
tional partnerships to accelerate
its renewable energy deployment,
particularly as it ramps up do-
mestic solar and wind projects to
diversify its power mix and ease
pressure on the national grid.

Iranian throwers win
two more golds at
2025 New Delhi

Mehran Nikoee Majd and Sade-
gh Beit Sayah claimed two gold
medals at the final day of the 2025
World Para Athletics Champion-
ships on Sunday.

Nikoee Majd finished in first place
at the Men’s Shot Put F34 with a
throw of 12.27 meters, setting a
new world record as well.
Ahmad Hindi of Jordan (11.87)
and Colombian Mauricio Valen-
cia (11.50) won silver and bronze
medal, respectively.

Sadegh Beit Sayah also won
Iran’s ninth gold medal at the in
Men’s Javelin Throw F41 with
48.86 meters.

Indian thrower Navdeep Singh
(45.46) and China’s Sun Pengx-
iang (43.60) claimed silver and
bronze medal respectively.
Aliasghar Javanmardi at the Men’s
Discus Throw F11, Amirhossein
Alipour at the Men’s Shot Put
F11, Elnam Salehi at the Women’s
Javelin Throw F54, Saeid Afrooz
at the Men’s Javelin Throw F34,
Hassan Bajoulvand at the Men’s
Discus Throw F11, Ali Baziyar at
the Men’s Javelin Throw F54, and
Yasin Khosravi at the Men’s Shot
Put F57 had previously won seven
gold medals for Iran.

More than 2000 athletes from 104
countries competed in 186 medal
events - 101 men’s, 84 women’s
and one mixed.
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‘LN sanctions not o di_srupt [ran-China trade; concerns largely psvchological

Majid-Reza Hariri, the chairman
of the Iran-China Joint Chamber
of Commerce, commented on
the extent to which the UN Se-
curity Council sanctions would
affect Iran-China relations, and
stated: “Given that none of the
UN sanctions are trade-related
and instead pertain to the nucle-
ar industry and some sectors of
the country’s missile industries,
consequently, they should not
impact our normal trade with
China.”

He added: “Although the U.S.
sanctions have completely pro-
hibited oil sales, we see that the
Chinese are currently buying
nearly over 90 percent of the
country’s oil. Therefore, UN
sanctions are not related to the
commercial sphere and logical-
ly should not affect these types
of relations either.”

Hariri further added: “The UN
sanctions will have psychologi-
cal and secondary effects which
must be examined.”

As previously announced by
Abolfazl Akbarpour, the deputy
head of the Islamic Republic of
Iran Customs Administration
(IRICA) for planning and in-
ternational affairs, the value of
non-oil trade between Iran and
China stood at $34.1 billion in
the past Iranian calendar year,
which ended on March 20,
2025.

He said that importing non-oil
goods worth $14.8 billion from
Iran, China was the first desti-
nation of Iranian products in the
past year.

He also announced that by ex-
porting non-oil products valued
at $19.3 billion to Iran, China
was the second source of im-
port for Iran in that year.

On May 4, Iran-China Business
Development Forum convened
at the Tehran Chamber of Com-
merce, Industries, Mines and
Agriculture (TCCIMA), with the
participation of China’s ambas-
sador to Iran, the head of Iran’s
Trade Promotion Organization
(TPO), the chair of the Iran-Chi-
na Parliamentary Friendship
Group, and senior officials from
the Tehran Chamber.

A large number of business
leaders from both countries
attended the event, where state,
legislative, and private-sector
strategies for deepening bilater-
al trade ties were outlined, the
TCCIMA portal reported.
Opening the event, TCCIMA
Head Mahmoud Najafi Arab
welcomed Chinese delegates
who traveled to Iran for the Iran
Expo. He expressed gratitude
for the Chinese ambassador's
continued efforts to expand
economic ties between the two
nations.

Najafi Arab said Iran and Chi-
na share thousands of years
of cultural and commercial re-
lations, which have entered a
new phase in recent decades,

marked by growing partner-
ships across multiple sectors.
He said the two countries could
serve as a model for sustaina-
ble cooperation based on mutu-
al respect in today’s increasing-
ly interdependent world.

He also highlighted recent
visits of Iranian private sector
delegations to various Chinese
provinces and exhibitions, em-
phasizing the need to identify
investment opportunities and
facilitate financial exchanges.
The Chamber, with over 140
years of history, is prepared to
host expert meetings, present
economic opportunities, sup-
port joint ventures, and activate
professional networks between
Iranian and Chinese business-
es, he said.

China’s Ambassador to Iran
Cong Peiwu, thanked Iranian
participants and the Tehran
Chamber for organizing the
event. He expressed hope that
the forum would help strength-
en bilateral trade and economic
cooperation.

Referencing the recent meeting
between the two presidents at
the BRICS summit in Russia,
Cong said China is fully com-
mitted to enhancing coopera-
tion across all sectors in ways
that benefit both peoples.

Also speaking at the forum,
Ruhollah  Nejabat, chair of
the Iran-China Parliamentary
Friendship Group, said Iran’s
non-oil exports to China sur-
passed $14.8 billion last year,
making China the largest desti-
nation for Iranian goods and ac-
counting for about one-quarter
of Iran’s total non-oil exports.
Imports from China reached
approximately $19.3 billion, or
27 percent of Iran’s total im-
ports, making China Iran’s sec-
ond-largest import partner after
the United Arab Emirates.
These figures, he said, demon-
strate the resilience and stra-
tegic importance of Iran-China
trade, even amid global eco-
nomic slowdown, with both
countries supplying a signif-
icant portion of each other’s
needs.

Nejabat noted that Iran’s Sev-
enth  National Development
Plan emphasizes industrial
modernization and attracting
foreign capital and technology.
He said Iran aims to upgrade its
industries—from  automotive
and textiles to pharmaceuticals
and medical equipment—and
that this will be achieved more
quickly with partners like China,
now a global industrial super-
power.

He added that technology trans-
fer and joint investment are two
strategic priorities for Iran. Chi-
nese firms, he said, could take
advantage of Iran’s market size
and skilled labor to establish
production lines and access
broader regional markets.
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Conversely, Iran could supply
intermediary goods and indus-
trial components needed by
Chinese industries. Nejabat said
Iran will offer special incentives
for foreign industrial invest-
ment and provide a secure legal
environment for Chinese com-
panies. Infrastructure develop-
ment—including rail networks,
highways, and ports—is also a
priority, and many of these pro-
jects will require Chinese exper-
tise and participation.

He also pointed to Iran’s largely
untapped mining sector, includ-
ing vast reserves of iron, cop-
per, aluminum, and rare earth
elements, as an area ripe for de-
velopment and export growth.
Speaking at the forum, Mo-
hammad Ali Dehghan Dehnavi,
head of Iran’s Trade Promotion
Organization (TPO), outlined
four key strategies for expand-
ing trade with China. The first
is technology transfer. He said
Chinese companies have made
major investments in research
and development, much of
which has not yet been fully
commercialized. Iran, as a long-
time partner, seeks deeper col-
laboration in these cutting-edge
sectors.

The second strategy, he said,
is increasing trade in high val-
ue-added goods. Currently,
much of the bilateral trade con-
sists of raw or semi-processed
materials. The average value
of Iran’s exports stands at less
than $400 per ton. “We want to
change that,” he said, calling on
Chinese importers to prioritize
Iranian products with higher
added value. He welcomed the
Chinese ambassador’s praise
for the competitiveness of Ira-
nian nanotechnology and bio-
technology products.

The third strategy is joint pro-
duction through co-investment.
Dehnavi said Iran offers a se-
cure investment climate, with
legal guarantees allowing for-
eign investors to repatriate both
capital and profits. “There are
many documented cases of in-
vestors successfully exiting af-
ter profitable ventures,” he said.
Iran offers highly competitive
costs, a wide range of invest-
ment opportunities, and strong
security for foreign capital, he
added, expressing hope for
increased joint ventures with
Chinese firms.

The fourth strategy is mutual
market access. Dehnavi said
Iran produces many goods that
are well-suited for the Chinese
market and that joint produc-
tion could also help both coun-
tries expand into third-country
markets. “This kind of cooper-
ation can make our trade ties
deeper and more sustainable,”
he said.

Fereydoun Vardinejad, sec-
retary general of the Tehran
Chamber of Commerce, said

China had stood by Iran during
both stable and turbulent times,
and that the two peoples share
a strong emotional bond.
However, he warned that a lack
of information exchange and
mutual understanding of eco-
nomic capacities had led to a
wide gap between political re-
lations and economic realities.
“Our ties are excellent in poten-
tial but need significant work in
practice,” he said.

Vardinejad called for a “win-win
partnership” and proposed sev-
eral actions: holding specialized
business meetings, promoting
bilateral trade missions, intro-
ducing market opportunities,
ensuring trade balance, and
supporting private-sector co-
operation in areas like creative

industries, digital economy,
nanotechnology, and biotech-
nology.

“These steps,” he said, “can
build deeper and mutually ben-
eficial ties between Iran and
China.”

Meanwhile, Hossein Eyvazlou, a
member of the executive board
of Iran’s National Development
Fund (NDF), has announced
plans for collaboration with
China in the field of foreign in-
vestment in Iran.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence on January 4, Eyvazlou
highlighted the importance
of attracting foreign capital to
boost Iran’s economic projects,
emphasizing the role of strate-
gic partnerships with countries
like China.

Details on the scope and nature
of the cooperation were not
disclosed, but it is expected to
focus on key sectors that align
with Iran’s long-term develop-
ment goals.

On December 20, 2024, a
Shanghai Cooperation Organ-
ization (SCO) representative
announced that the Chinese in-
vestors are prepared to fund the
construction of combined-cycle
power plants in lran’s ener-
gy-rich  Khuzestan province
to help address the country’s
energy imbalance and boost re-
gional economic development.

Zhao Bin He, the Executive
Director of SCO’s Iran Office,
made the remarks during a
meeting with Khuzestan’s gov-
ernor and local religious lead-
ers. “We are here to pay our re-
spects to provincial authorities
and outline China’s plans for
strengthening economic and
trade ties, with a particular fo-
cus on Khuzestan,” Zhao said.

He highlighted the historical
and enduring relationship be-
tween Iran and China, describ-
ing it as built on mutual respect,
economic cooperation, and cul-
tural exchange.

“Khuzestan’s  strategic  posi-
tion in southwest Iran and its
vast economic potential make
it a key player in enhancing
Iran-China relations,” Zhao add-
ed. “With access to the Persian
Gulf and proximity to strong
regional economies, Khuzestan
offers exceptional opportunities
for port infrastructure develop-
ment and maritime transport.”

Zhao reiterated China’s readi-
ness to actively participate in
developing Khuzestan’s infra-
structure, expanding port ca-
pacity, and exploring joint pro-
jects in energy, industry, and
agriculture.

On May 6, during a meeting
between the members of Chi-
nese council for development
of trade in Khorgos and Urumgi
free trade zone and a delegation
from the Islamic Republic of
Iran Customs Administration,
the two sides explored the ways
to facilitate trade and expand

customs cooperation.
Participants in the meeting
explained the commercial ca-
pabilities of this zone, with an
emphasis on e-commerce and
mail-order trade with Iranian
customs.

China approved setting up the
China (Xinjiang) Pilot Free Trade
Zone in a State Council circular
issued on Oct 31, 2023.
According to the circular, the
FTZ, composed of parts of
Urumgqi, Kashgar, and Khor-
gos, covers an area of 179.66
square kilometers and focus on
emerging industries, labor-in-
tensive industries, and modern
service industry.

The FTZ also builds compre-
hensive logistics hubs between
Asia and Europe, strengthen
cooperation with neighboring
countries, promote communi-
cation in culture and education,
and enhance international med-
ical service capacities.

On May 8, Iran’s Research In-
stitute of Petroleum Industry
(RIPI) and a major Chinese
firm called Keyon have signed
a memorandum of under-
standing to collaborate on
coal-to-natural gas conversion
technologies, officials said on
Thursday.

The agreement was signed on
the opening day of the 29th Iran
International Qil, Gas, Refining
and Petrochemical Exhibition
(Iran Qil Show 2025) in Tehran.
It aims to support Iran’s efforts
to address its domestic gas im-
balance by utilizing alternative
fuels such as coal, according to
a statement from RIPI.

RIPI head Azim Kalantari-Asl
and a representative from the
Chinese company, signed the
deal, which focuses on techno-
logical cooperation in synthetic
gas production from coal.
Hamid Ganii, head of RIPI's Gas
Research Center, said Iran’s
substantial coal reserves, com-
bined with China’s expertise in
synthetic gas and hydrogen
production from coal, provide
an opportunity for joint inno-
vation. The primary goal of the
partnership, he said, is to local-
ize the technical know-how and
enable industrial-scale imple-
mentation in Iran.

“The current gas supply-de-
mand imbalance makes it
essential to look at domestic
resources like coal as a viable
alternative for natural gas pro-
duction,” Ganiji added.

The four-day exhibition, which
opened on May 8, is being held
at Tehran’s permanent interna-
tional fairgrounds.

On May 14, the head of Iran’s
Trade Promotion Organization
(TPO) said his country aims
to boost exports of higher val-
ue-added goods to China and
facilitate the sale of Iranian
products through a Chinese on-
line platform.

According to a statement from
the TPO, Mohammad-Ali De-
hghan Dehnavi, speaking at a
meeting on the challenges fac-
ing Iran-China economic rela-
tions, described China as Iran’s
top trading partner and a crucial
commercial partner for many
countries. “Trade with China is
strategic and essential for Iran.
The opportunities and potential
in this area are significant, pro-
vided we concentrate more on
it,” he said.

Dehnavi, who also serves as
deputy industry, mining and
trade minister, noted that the
commercial opportunities in
China surpass Iran’s total trade
with  many other countries
combined. “There is no doubt
that major achievements are
possible in China,” he said.
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Private sec-
tor to invest
$290m in
Iran’s rail fleet

modernization
Two Iranian companies
have signed invest-
ment contracts worth
145 trillion rials (about
$290 million) to mod-
ernize and build railway
rolling stock, in a deal
signed in the presence
of Transport and Urban
Development  Minister
Farzaneh Sadegh and
the head of Iran Rail-
ways, Jabbar-Ali Zakari.
The investment aims to
upgrade the country’s
rail transport capacity,
support domestic man-
ufacturing, and reduce
reliance on imports.

Under the agreements,
one company will al-
locate 120 trillion rials
(8240 million) to the
construction and over-
haul of 40 heavy loco-
motives, 37 passenger
locomotives and four
Siemens  locomotive
engines. The second
company will invest 25
trillion rials (about $50
million) to refurbish 50
passenger coaches.

Officials said the pro-
gram is part of lran
Railways’ broader strat-
egy to increase rail’s

share in freight and
passenger  transport
while strengthening

local production capa-
bilities.

The investment comes
amid a wave of pri-
vate-sector collabo-
ration across the rail
sector. In April 2025,
Iran signed $750 mil-
lion in memoranda with
private firms to expand
both its passenger and
freight capabilities. One
deal targets 600 tank
wagons, 300 DMU cars
and 50 locomotives,
while another involves
650 bulk wagons.
More recently, in July,
Iran’s Railways signed a
$176 million agreement
to upgrade passenger
rolling stock, including
the purchase of new
“five-star Royal” cars
and refurbishment of
existing wagons with
Raja Rail and Rail Tara-
bar Saba.

These investments align
with Iran’s broader am-
bitions to scale up rail
transit. The country
aims to carry 8.0 mil-
lion tons of goods via
rail transit this year, up
from 5.0 million tons
last year, and ultimate-
ly boost annual transit
capacity to 40 million

tons.

If fully realized, the
$290 million invest-
ment will become a

lynchpin in an emerg-
ing ecosystem of pub-
lic—private synergy in
Iran’s rail sector — one
that leverages indige-
nous manufacturing,
reduces foreign de-
pendencies, and helps
meet the ambitious
goals of the Seventh
Development  Plan.
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Esteghlal held
by Chadorma-
lou at 2025/26

7/ Economic
l

=\

Newspapst ¢
\ In \sfghon ;

N Provn}C_e/

PGPL

Esteghlal football team and Chador-
malou shared the spoils in a 1-1
draw in Matchday 6 of the 2025/26
Iran’s Persian Gulf Professional

League (PGPL) on Sunday.

Hadi Habibinejhad was on target
for Chadormalou in Tehran’s Takhti
Stadium in 69th minute and Munir

minutes later.

Esteghlal head coach Ricardo Sa
Pinto is under pressure after failing
to register the second win in six
matches.

The Blues sit eighth with seven
points out of six matches.
Chadormalou are sixth with one

ISFAHAN NEWS FI Haddadi leveed the score o more. point
etz What Happens When You Drink Lemon _—

rebuilt rail
units added to
national fleet

Iran inaugurated 17 rail
infrastructure  projects
and added 283 domes-
tically manufactured and
rebuilt rolling stock units
to its railway fleet in a
ceremony held via video
conference with Presi-
dent Masoud Pezeshkian
and Transport Minister
Farzaneh Sadegh.

The projects, valued at
90 trillion rials (about
$180 million), were un-
veiled in the presence
of the head of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran
Railways and industry
operators.

The new additions in-
clude 224 freight wag-
ons built domestically,
14 new and rebuilt lo-
comotives, and 45 new
and rebuilt passenger
coaches.

Infrastructure  projects
inaugurated at the same
ceremony include the
construction of 50 kilo-
meters of double track
on the Bafg-Zarrin
Shahr line in central
Iran, track and turnout
rehabilitation on the
Karun—Miandasht block
in the south, and up-
grades to signaling sys-
tems at several stations,
including Rahgard in the
Arak region.

Other initiatives involved
fitting shunting locomo-
tives with video moni-
toring systems, building
a spur line for Shirin
Asal Company in East
Azarbaijan, and expand-
ing capacity at Nezam-
ieh station in Khuzestan
Province.

The ceremony was held
in conjunction with a
broader set of Ministry
of Transport inaugura-
tions commemorating
Iranian casualties of the
recent 12-day Israeli at-
tack. In total, the minis-
try inaugurated 57,226
housing units and 202
transport, urban devel-
opment, and meteorolo-
gy projects worth 1.640
quadrillion rials ($32.8
billion) and $125 million.

Turmerto Water Every Mornmg?

Source: https://www.verywellhealth.com/turmeric-and-lemon-water-11719499

By: PARISA JAMADI

Lemon turmeric water is a refreshing way to
get antioxidants and gut health benefits into
your daily routine.

Traditional medicine has long used these in-
gredients to reduce inflammation, boost the
immune system, and support gut health.
Let's break down the health benefits of
drinking lemon turmeric water every morn-
ing.

1. You'll Get More Antioxidants
Antioxidants help protect your body from
free radicals and oxidative stress caused
by things like chronic stress, pollution, and
ultra-processed foods.

Both turmeric and lemon bring plenty of an-
tioxidant power to the table, possibly help-
ing prevent certain chronic diseases that
can occur with high amounts of oxidative

stress.12

Lemon is a source of vitamin C and plant
compounds called flavonoids, which act as
antioxidants.

Turmeric contains curcumin, a bright yellow
compound that may boost your body’s nat-
ural defenses and help lower inflammation
in your body.3

2. You'll Have Less Inflammation

Chronic inflammation is linked to a variety
of health issues, such as joint pain and heart
disease.

Curcumin, the main compound in turmeric,
has been shown in studies to help reduce
inflammation in the body, which may lower
the risk of developing certain conditions re-
lated to inflammation.4

Even though the amount of turmeric in this

drink is small, having it regularly might still
offer health benefits over time.

3. You’ll Get More Digestion Support

This warm drink can be soothing on the
stomach, especially first thing in the morn-
ing.

Turmeric may help stimulate bile, which
supports digestion and helps get rid of
waste from the body. Turmeric may also
help with digestive problems such as an
upset stomach, indigestion, and constipa-
tion.56

4. You Will Boost Your Immune System
Lemon juice is a source of vitamin G, which
can help support your immune system.7
Turmeric’s  anti-inflammatory  properties
may also support your body’s natural de-
fenses.89

While this drink won't prevent illness en-
tirely, it might boost your immune system,
especially when part of a healthy lifestyle.
5. You'll Get Brain Health Support

Some early research suggests that cur-
cumin may help reduce inflammation in the
brain, which could support memory and
lower the risk of diseases like Alzheimer’s
over time.1011

While more research is needed, this is one
more reason this golden spice has received
S0 much attention lately.

Are There Any Safety Considerations?

As with any wellness trend, it's important to
consider the potential downsides, especially
if you drink lemon turmeric water daily.
Here’s what to keep in mind:

* Tooth enamel: Lemon juice is acidic and

can wear down enamel over time. Try
drinking through a straw and rinsing your
mouth with water afterward to protect your
teeth.

* Stomach issues: If you have a sensitive
stomach, this drink might be a little too
much on an empty stomach. Turmeric and
lemon can both cause irritation for some
people.

*Too much turmeric: Having a small amount
in your drink is usually safe, but high dos-
es, especially from supplements, have been
linked to liver issues in rare cases.16

* Medication interactions: Turmeric can in-
teract with certain medications, like blood
thinners or diabetes medications. If you're
on medication, check with a healthcare pro-
vider before making it a daily habit.

Parliament approves plan to remove 4 zeros from national currency

Iran’s parliament on Sunday approved a bill to remove four zeros
from the national currency, the rial, paving the way for a redenom-
ination process in which the “rial” and “Qeran” will become the of-

ficial currency units.

Lawmakers passed the bill after resolving objections raised by the
Guardian Council to the amendment of the country’s Monetary and
Banking Law. The measure was approved with 144 votes in favor,
108 against and three abstentions out of 262 lawmakers present.

Under the revised law, 10,000 current rials will be equal to one new
rial, which will be divided into 100 Qerans. The Central Bank of Iran

(CBI) will be responsible for setting foreign currency exchange rates
and buying and selling currency in line with the prevailing monetary
system and foreign currency reserves.

A maximum three-year transition period,
“dual circulation phase,”

referred to as the
will allow both the current rial and inet.
the new rial to circulate simultaneously. During this time, ex-
isting banknotes and coins will be gradually withdrawn from
circulation.

The GBI must prepare the necessary arrangements within two years
of the law’s enforcement to start the transition. The beginning of

this period will be announced publicly through the official gazette,
electronic platforms, and state media.

The central bank will also draft implementing regulations within

three months, subject to approval by the High Board and the Cab-

Iran’s redenomination plan has been under discussion for years
amid high inflation and depreciation of the rial. Removing four ze-

ros is aimed at simplifying financial transactions, accounting, and

the use of currency in daily life, though analysts note it does not by
itself address underlying inflationary pressures.

‘Brutal and mhumane’, [ran condemns Israel’s harsh treatment of Sumud flotilla activists

The Iranian Foreign Ministry has
strongly denounced the Israeli re-
gime’s “brutal and inhumane” treat-
ment of hundreds of international

activists aboard the Global Sumud
Flotilla, a humanitarian mission that
sought to break Tel Aviv’s years-long
blockade of the Gaza Strip.

Foreign Ministry spokesman Esmaeil
Bagaei issued a statement on Satur-
day, condemning the violent detention
of the activists by Israeli forces and
their transfer to the notorious Kizi'ot
Prison, which he called a “symbol of
torture and inhumane treatment” of
Palestinian prisoners.

Bagaei said the flotilla participants—
representing dozens of nations—had
embarked on a peaceful mission to de-
liver aid and highlight the humanitarian
crisis in Gaza, yet were met with vio-
lence and humiliation. He cited reports
of repeated insults and verbal abuse by
Israel’s far-right National Security Min-
ister Itamar Ben-Gvir, who labeled the
activists “terrorists.” Such conduct, he
said, reflected “the moral collapse of
the Zionist regime.”

According to the spokesman, it was
in fact the Israeli authorities’ violent

behavior toward the participants that
constituted a “terrorist act.”

The flotilla, which had set sail from
Barcelona late last month, was the
largest international maritime effort in
decades to challenge Israel’s blockade
on Gaza—described by human rights
organizations as one of the harshest in
modern history.

On Friday, the Israeli navy intercepted
the final vessel of the flotilla, detain-
ing its passengers and drawing wide-
spread international condemnation.
Participants reported being threatened
and harassed, with several alleging
physical abuse during the raid. Among
those reportedly targeted was climate
activist Greta Thunberg, who was said
to have been manhandled by Israeli
forces.

Bagaei noted that citizens from at least
44 countries took part in the campaign,

urging all governments and the United
Nations to demand the activists’ imme-
diate release and hold Israel accounta-
ble for its actions.

He said Tel Aviv’s confrontation with
the flotilla was part of its broader poli-
cy of extending the siege and famine it
has imposed on Gaza, calling the block-
ade a deliberate attempt to “starve and
subdue an entire population.”

The spokesman also condemned the
continued support of the United States
and several Western governments for
Israel amid its ongoing assault on Gaza
since October 2023, which is a “war of
genocide.”

Bagaei stressed that the internation-
al community bears both a legal and
moral responsibility to stop the geno-
cide, bring the perpetrators to justice,
and support efforts to lift the blockade
on Gaza.
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