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Pezeshkian says ‘Iran\ _ www.esfahan-news.com

will not kneel’
Iran will not bow to Western pres-
sure and is prepared to defend itself
against any threat, President Ma-
soud Pezeshkian declared on Mon-
day, signalling a hardening stance
as the nation strengthens its military
capabilities and regional alliances in
response to renewed Western pres-
sure and security threats. Speaking
at a ceremony honoring firefighters,
Pezeshkian delivered his strongest
public remarks since taking office,
accusing Western powers of hy-
pocrisy and vowing that Iran would
never accept humiliation. “They
want to sanction us because we
refuse to bow our heads,” he said.
“The dream of bringing Iran to its
knees is nothing but an illusion.”
Pezeshkian entered office in 2024
promising his voters that he would
try to mend ties with the West,
which have been unprecedentedly
contentious in recent years over the
dismantlement of the 2015 Iran nu-
clear deal (the JCPOA). But West-
ern states have increasingly made it
difficult for the Iranian President to
trust them, after the U.S. attacked
Iran in the middle of negotiations
back in June, and the E3 (Germany,
Britain, and France) began a pro-
cess that brought back pre-JCPOA
UN sanctions against Tehran this
week.
While Europe and the U.S. now
express a desire to negotiate with
Iran, Tehran insists the West has
squandered every chance for a dip-
lomatic solution over the past year.
Russia and China—the other two
signatories to the 2015 deal—share
this view. They argue that the cur-
rent deadlock began with Washing-
ton’s withdrawal from the JCPOA
and was exacerbated by the June
war and Europe’s unconstructive
alignment with the U.S. and Israel.
Elsewhere in his remarks, Pezesh-
kian recalled that adversaries never
expected Iranians to unite during
the twelve days of the U.S.-Israel
aggression in June. “They assumed
Iran had weakened, but the people’s
steadfastness upset all their calcu-
lations.”
He criticized the American and Eu-
ropean politicians who speak of hu-
man rights and democracy, adding,
“Take a look at what they’re doing in
Gaza. A regime that has sown cha-
0s in the region has not once been
sanctioned in the Security Council
because the United States erases
decisions with a veto.”
The notion of human rights, the
United Nations and UNESCO are
nothing but lies, the president said,
“because innocents are being killed
before their eyes and Israel attacks
any country it wishes.”
Prior to Pezeshkian’s Monday re-
marks, The Leader of the Islamic
Revolution, Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei, unequivocally stated
that negotiations with the United
States are a “dead end” and would
only bring harm to the nation.
“The Americans have shown they
cannot be trusted,” Ayatollah
Khamenei told the Iranian nation in
a live video address. “Our experi-
ence has proven that relying on our
own capabilities and strengthening
regional cooperation is the only way
to guarantee our security.”
Meanwhile, Iran’s military estab-
lishment is publicly emphasizing its
readiness to fend off new potential
waves of aggression. Senior com-
manders have pointed to ongoing
modernization efforts and exchang-
es with regional countries.
Major General Yahya Rahim Safavi,
senior military adviser to the Lead-
er, recently expressed interest in the
new defense pact between Saudi
Arabia and Pakistan, suggesting
Iran might consider joining such
regional security arrangements.
“We should declare readiness as
a regional power,” Safavi said in a
television interview. “This falls un-
der our military diplomacy to take
an active role in regional defense
treaties.”

(an deleting zeros from local currency remedy inflation?
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Although inflation is a global
issue but it is more severe in
Iran than most countries main-
ly due to U.S. sanctions and
now that E3 (France, Germany
and UK) triggered snapback,
UN sanctions came into effect
from Saturday, three months
after Israel and the U.S.
bombed Iran. The snapback
sanctions will make matters
pertaining to commodity pric-
es worse. The imposition of
snapback sanctions essentially
kills Joint Comprehensive Plan
of Action (Iran nuclear deal).
Iran has recalled its ambassa-
dors from E3.

In fact, JCPOA became mean-
ingless when U.S. President
Donald Trump announced that
the United States was with-
drawing from the JCPOA and
imposed “maximum pressure”
sanctions during his first term
in 2018.

President Masoud Pezeshkian
was in New York to attend the
80th session of UN General
Assembly when UN Security
Council on Friday rejected a
last-ditch effort to delay reim-
posing sanctions on lIran over
its peaceful nuclear program.
Pezeshkian, a cardiovascular
physician, called the act “un-
fair, unjust and illegal”.

With an annual inflation rate of
34.5 percent in June, the Sta-
tistical Center of Iran report-
ed the cost of essential items
roses over 50 percent over the
same period. News agencies
reported that the price of rice
rose more than 80 percent on
average, hitting 100 percent
for premium varieties. The im-
posed war drove chicken up 26
percent.

As Iran’s economy braced Sat-
urday for the reimposition of
the UN snapback sanctions, it
will be the ordinary people who
will increasingly find them-
selves priced out of the basic
commodities.

Iran’s rial currency already sits

at a record low, the snapback
sanctions will increase pres-
sure on food prices and mak-
ing the daily life of the citizens
even more challenging.

In today’s challenging environ-
ment, expectations of a new
round of fighting with Israel
and U.S. is in the air. In this
shadow of war and due to this
uncertain situation people have
been hoarding on basic goods
increasing the prices further
more and raising the inflation.
The aftermath of the June 12-
day war drove up food prices
putting the already expensive
meat along with other basic
necessities out of the reach of
poor families.

On Saturday, during a conver-
sation with the grocery store
manager, Mohammed said the
“country has never faced such
a challenging situation, even
during the eight-year Irag-Iran
war and the post 1979 Islamic
Revolutionary era.”

Today runaway inflation and
soaring prices are the main
topic that concern people and
conversations in public arenas
like the metro, taxis, buses,
cafes, etc. Inflation has been
a global issue after coronavi-
rus pandemic which disrupted
supply chains resulting in a
largely unexpected surge in in-
flation, increasing global food
prices like staples including
vegetable oils, wheat, cheese
and sugar and other basic
commodities.

According  the  Statistical
Center of Iran, the country’s
inflation rate stood at 34.5
percent in the twelve-month
period ended at the end of
third Iranian month of Khordad
(May 22 — June 21, 2025). The
Consumer Price Index for the
month of Mordad (June 22 -
Jully 23) stood at 36.3 percent
a 40 percent jump compared
to same period last year. The
economic growth rate for last
Iranian year (1403 that falls

between March 2024-2025)
stood at three percent.

With a month-on-month in-
crease of 3.3 percent and an
annual rate of 36.3 percent
inflation reflects struggles of
millions of lranians. Pundits
believe the real inflation rate is
higher.

Rial redenomination

Rial redenomination has been
in the cards for more than a
decade. The debate for re-
moving zeros from domestic
currency was first proposed
in 2016 and launched in 2021.
One single Iranian toman is
equivalent to 10 rials. The
currency reform plan originat-
ed during the late President
Ebrahim Raisi’s tenure. His
successor, Masoud Pezesh-
kian, revived the initiative last
month. It aims to slash four
zeros from the currency.
Majlis (lran’s parliament) is
due to vote on a bill to renew
the process in a bid to curb
persistent runaway inflation.
On August 3, the Economic
Commission of the parliament
approved a revised version of
the bill but no final decisions
and approvals have been
made. The commission backed
keeping the name rial instead
of changing to toman.

The current bill will have to
pass a parliamentary vote and
gain the approval of the Guard-
ian Council, a body empow-
ered to vet legislation.

Head of the Economic Com-
mission, Shamseddin Hos-
seini, has stated the bhill re-
quired revision following the
enactment of the new Central
Bank law in 2023.

Hosseini told reporters that the
“currency unit will be worth
IRR10,000, effectively remov-
ing four zeros from current de-
nomination. One new rial will
be subdivided into 100 ‘ger-
ans’, reviving a historic unit as
the fractional denomination.”
The International Monetary

Fund (IMF) projects inflation
to reach 43.3 percent in 2025.
The runaway inflation has
eroded people’s purchasing
power significantly.

The “barbari” bread in Somaye
area in central Tehran was 10
tomans a few months ago has
now doubled in price. Medium
quality rice was 130 tomans
per kilogram six months ago
has now more than doubled.
The hike in the prices of these
basic staples has been largely
attributed to the drought which
engulfed the whole country.
Over the past three decades
the temperature has risen by
1.8C and over the past five
years there has been a 30 per-
cent reduction in rainfall. Right
now, we are in the fifth consec-
utive year of near drought.
The Seventh National Develop-
ment Plan (2023-27) sets an
ambitious target of eight per-
cent annual economic growth.
However, due to lack of domes-
tic and foreign investment and
out of control inflation such
economic trajectory is unat-
tainable. IMF has projected 0.6
percent economic growth in
Iran for 2025, up from its pre-
vious forecast of 0.3 percent.
IMF attributed factors such as
regional instability, the after-
math of the Iran-Israel conflict,
and high inflation. Iran’s eco-
nomic growth in 2024 was 3.4

percent.

Conclusion

Will reducing zeros from the
currency reduce inflation?

While the move will not guar-
antee reduced inflation but it
will make the transactions and
trading simpler. To address in-
flation and currency deprecia-
tion, redenomination has to be
followed along with structural
changes in an environment of
economic growth, stability and
high productivity. The biggest
obstacles for such environ-
ment are sanctions and war.

What other countries have
removed zeros from their
currencies due to hyperinfla-
tion? Brazil, Argentina, Bolivia,
Mexico, Turkey, and Zimbabwe
have removed zeros from local
currency. Gurrency redenomi-
nation is accompanied by eco-
nomic reforms to be effective.
Brazil introduced new cur-
rency, the Real, in 1994. Ar-
gentina undergone multiple
redenominations, including in
1983, 1985, and 1992. Boliv-
ia removed zeros in 1963 and
1987 after periods of hyperin-
flation. Mexico introduced the
new peso with three fewer ze-
ros in 1990s. Turkey removed
six zeros off the lira in 2005.
Zimbabwe removed ten zeros
turning 10 billion dollars into
one after hyper-inflation, but
it did not solve the underlying

process.
Focusing on neighboring Tur-
key. In August the Turkish an-
nual consumer price inflation
dipped more than expected to
33.52 percent, according to
the data from July. The Reu-
ters poll showed the monthly
inflation rate for July was 2.4
percent, with the annual rate
seen at 34.05 percent for Tur-
key.

Inflation in the Persian Gulf
Arab countries was expected
to be 1.7 percent in 2024. The
primary driver of inflation is
the housing sector, which saw
a 5.7 percent increase in 2024,
with Saudi Arabia experiencing
the highest rate of 8.8 percent.
Dubai recorded a monthly in-
flation rate of 2.4 percent in
June followed by Saudi Arabia
and Kuwait, both registering
2.3 percent in June.

According to the Statistical
Center for the (P)GCC region’s
average inflation rate fell to 1.7
percent in 2024, down from
2.2 percent in 2023. Inflation
in the oil exporting Persian
Gulf states is moderated by
subsidies, energy exports,
stable currency regimes, and
lower sensitivity to some fluc-
tuations in global food or ener-
gy prices.

In August, Reuters reported
that Syria will issue new bank-
notes, removing two zeros
from its currency in order to
restore public confidence in a
severely devalued pound.
Taking a look at the U.S. infla-
tionary pressures intensified in
June, the annual U.S. inflation
rate climbed to 2.7 percent, up
from 2.4 percent in May. The
upstick was primarily attrib-
uted to rising prices in core
goods, which hit their highest
level in two years. These in-
creases are largely attributed
to new ftariffs which Trump
introduced on what is referred
to as the “Liberation Day” on
April 2, 2025

Circling back to Iran, anoth-
er reason for inflationary
pressures is budget deficits
financed by money creation.
The government often covers
shortfalls by borrowing from
the central bank, leading to
excess liquidity. Iran’s mon-
ey supply has grown much
faster than GDP, fueling price
increases.

If I'list most of the above caus-
es for inflation in Iran they can
be listed as: sanctions and
more sanctions; excess liquid-
ity, shadow of war, hoarding,
drought, restricted oil reve-
nues due to sanctions on oil
exports; higher cost of imports
due to sanctions; non-per-
forming loans; soaring real
estate prices, low foreign and
domestic investment, etc.

UN snaphack sanctions will not derail Iran’s crude sales, savs ol olficral

The spokesman of Iran’s Qil, Gas and Petro-
chemical Products Exporters’ Union said the
reimposition of United Nations sanctions un-
der the “snapback” mechanism would not have
a decisive impact on the country’s oil exports.
Hamid Hosseini told reporters on Monday that
the reinstated sanctions would not broadly af-
fect trade or daily life.

He noted that during the 2010-2011 sanctions
period, Iran’s oil exports even rose despite in-
ternational restrictions.

Hosseini forecast that government oil reve-
nues this year will reach about $43 billion (5.3
quadrillion rials), though daily exports are un-
likely to hit the ceiling of 1.8 million barrels.
He said last year marked a record for exports
thanks to eased foreign currency rules, but
customs data show a six percent drop in ex-
port value so far this year. Methanol, guar and

oils saw declines in volume and value, while
polymers registered a 24 percent rise in value.
The spokesman cited the 20-day Nowruz hol-
idays, the Bandar Abbas explosion, and truck-
ers’ labor protests as factors behind weaker
exports in early 2025, but voiced hope that
losses would be offset in the second half of
the year.

Hosseini called for unified messaging at home,
strengthening domestic media, empowering
the private sector, and expanding trade ties
with regional countries such as Iraq, Turkey,
Afghanistan, Pakistan, Russia, the United Arab
Emirates and key oil buyer China.

He concluded that negotiations remain nec-
essary to overcome sanctions, warning that
restrictive measures block development and
Iran should aim beyond merely maintaining
the status quo.

IRENEX trades
rise 22% in H1

The value of trades on Iran
Energy Exchange (IRENEX)
rose 22 percent in the first
half of the current Iranian
year (March 21-September
22), reaching more than
1.413 quadrillion rials ($2.8
billion), the bourse’s manag-
ing director said.
Mohammad Nazifi told state
media that alongside the
growth in transactions, the
exchange is pursuing stra-
tegic goals for the second
half of the year, including
introducing new products,
expanding financial instru-
ments, developing the elec-
tricity market, and focusing
on renewables.

According to Nazifi, the val-
ue of rial-based competitive
bidding exceeded 35 trillion
rials ($70 million) in the first
half, a 224 percent increase
from a year earlier. Liquefied
petroleum gas (LPG) led this
segment with over 20 trillion
rials ($40 million) in compet-
itive bids.

He added that in the export
ring, competition reached
about $48 million, up 116
percent year-on-year. LPG
supplied by the National Ira-
nian Gas Company topped
the export board with $12
million in competitive trades.

1,320 taekwondo
athletes to com-
pete in Ambas-

sador Cup hosted
by East Azarbai-

jan

The Taekwondo Ambassador

Cup, as the first stage of the

selection competitions for

the under-21 team to be dis-
patched to the World Cham-
pionships in Kenya, will be
held for seven days in Tabriz

city, the center of Iran’s
northwestern East Azarbai-

jan province.
According to the Public
Relations  Department  of

Iran Taekwondo Federation,
based on the announcement
of the World Federation, the
first edition of the World
Under-21 Taekwondo Cham-
pionships will be hosted by
Kenya. Accordingly, the Na-
tional Championships, as the
first stage of the selection
competitions, titled the Am-
bassador Cup, will be held
during October 2-8, hosted
by East Azarbaijan Province
in Tabriz.

As reported, 630 female
taekwondo athletes and 690
male taekwondo athletes
have registered to participate
in these competitions. The
girls’ competitions will be
held during October 2-8, and
the boys’ competitions will
be held during October 5-8.
Based on the planned ar-
rangements, the aforemen-
tioned competitions have
been organized with the joint
cooperation of Iran Taek-
wondo Federation and the
South Korean Embassy in
Tehran, aiming to enhance
the technical level of taek-
wondo athletes and facilitate
cultural exchange between
Iranian and Korean athletes.
It is worth mentioning that
the Ambassador Youth Cup
for the age group of 17 to
20 years will also be held,
which received widespread
participation from young
athletes.



Iran edged past Italy 1-0 at the 2025
IBSA Blind Football Nations Cup on
Monday courtesy of Morteza Karimi’s
goal. Team Melli started the cam-
paign with a 4-0 win over Poland but
were held to a goalless draw against
England. Iran also defeated India and
South Korea 3-0.

Javad Felfeli’s team will play England
in the final match on Wednesday.

This tournament is an official event
for the top six countries in the IBSA
rankings announced in January
2025. It is the first official event in
the new cycle leading up to the next
Paralympic Games in Los Angeles.

Iran advance to
2025 IBSA Blind
Foothall Nations
Cup final
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E-commerce
projected to hit By:
$180b with dlgltal Source:
growth ‘ challenges. The lightweight, hydrating serums and ~ * Reduced sebum production: In autumn, the skin

creams we used in summer are no longer enough to
provide comprehensive care. Instead, our skin now
= needs richer products that deliver ample moisture
while also strengthening and protecting the skin
barrier. In this article, we’ll show you how to take
care of your skin in autumn to keep it healthy and
radiant.

Why you should adjust your skincare in autumn
External environmental factors have a significant
impact on our skin and its needs. Cooler tempera-
tures, dry indoor heating, wind, and decreasing
humidity in autumn can quickly dry out the skin
and weaken its natural protective barrier. Without
the right care, this can lead to dryness, tightness,
or even breakouts. That's why it’s important to rec-
ognize the changing needs of your skin and adjust
your skincare routine accordingly.

* Impact of temperature changes: As temperatures
drop in autumn, blood vessels constrict, reducing
circulation to the skin, which can result in a dull
complexion. The skin becomes more sensitive and
requires extra care.

« Effects of dry indoor air: Heating systems dry out
the air in our homes, which can strip moisture from
the skin, leading to feelings of tightness. Those with
dry skin are particularly affected.

produces less sebum, which can make it feel less
supple and more prone to drying out, leaving the
skin feeling rough or blemished.

Given these changing conditions, our skin now re-
quires nourishing, lipid-rich products that strength-
en its barrier and provide essential moisture and
protection.

What are lipids?

Lipids are essential components of the skin barrier —
fats and fat-like substances found in the outer layer
of the skin that help maintain its protective function.
Key roles of lipids include:

* Protecting the skin barrier: Lipids form a protective
layer that shields the skin from harmful environmen-
tal factors, such as bacteria, pollutants, and even
cold and wind, preventing irritation or inflammation.
» Moisture retention: Lipids help keep the skin
supple by locking in moisture, acting like a seal to
prevent water from evaporating. This keeps the skin
well-hydrated and resilient.

* Preventing dryness and cracking: When the skin
lacks lipids, it can become dry, brittle, and prone to
cracking.

* Promoting smoothness: Lipids maintain the skin’s
smoothness, softness, and elasticity, supporting
skin regeneration and a healthy complexion.

Iran’s e-commerce is project-
ed to reach 90 quadrillion rials
($180 billion) in the current
Iranian calendar year (ends in
late March 2026), driven by
infrastructure development and
digital technologies, the head of
the Iranian Information Tech-
nology Organization said.

Ali Hakim Javadi, chairman of
the organization, told an in-
dustry forum that e-commerce
transactions in the lranian year
2022/23 totaled about 31.9
quadrillion rials ($64 hbillion),
marking 73 percent growth
from the previous year.

The figure rose to more than 45
quadrillion rials ($90 billion) in
2023/24, he said.

Hakim Javadi emphasized that
adoption of new technologies is
a key driver of growth.

“Digital tools accelerate the
expansion of e-commerce. Be-
yond a few countries, activity in
this area remains limited, so we
see a major opportunity to pro-
mote digital adoption instead of
traditional and physical meth-
ods,” he said.

-

and  many changes, not just for nature but also
scent of  for our skin. With cooler temperatures, dry indoor
heating, and less sunlight, our skin now faces new

Avibrant sea of yellow, orange,
red leaves, crisp fresh air, and the

damp foliage and spicy forest notes —autumn brings

PMO says snapback sanctions fail to disrupt port, shipping operations

The head of Iran’s Ports and Maritime Organization (PMO) said the activation of the
“snapback” sanctions mechanism has not disrupted the country’s maritime oper-

production, has seen significant steps in this direction,” he said, highlighting ongo-
ing efforts to attract foreign capital. According to Rasouli, foreign delegations have

TEDPIX gains ations, with ports continuing to operate at full capacity. Saeid Rasouli, the PMO’s  visited Iran to assess opportunities, including a recent high-level Azerbaijani delega-
61.000 points on managing director, told state media that international pressures and the reactivation  tion’s tour of Shahid Rajaee Port, where constructive talks were held on expanding
’ of sanctions have caused “no disruption” to Iran’s logistics and port activities. “Iran  logistics cooperation along the International North-South Transit Corridor (INSTC).

M Ondav has been under unlawful sanctions for years, yet ports continue to fulfill their vital ~ Rasouli also cited Iran’s Seventh National Development Plan, which mandates rais-

TEDPIX, the main index of the
Tehran Stock Exchange (TSE),
rose 61,147 points to 2.7 mil-
lion on Monday, which is the

duties,” Rasouli said, noting that unloading and loading of essential goods, oil, con-
tainers, and both export and import cargoes are proceeding without interruption. He
added that despite restrictions, Iran is pressing ahead with infrastructure develop-
ment and investment in ports. “This year, designated as the year of investment for

ing transit volumes to 55 million tons by the end of the program.

“With 17 million tons of cargo moved last year, the organization is determined to
achieve this target, and high-level measures are in place to secure essential supplies
and maintain trade flows,” he said.

third day of the Iranian calendar
week.

TSE is one of the four Irani-
an stock exchanges, and the
most important one. The other
three ones are Iran Mercantile
Exchange (IME), Iran Energy
Exchange (IRENEX), and Iran’s
over-the-counter (OTC) mar-
ket, known as Iran Fara Bourse
(IFB).

On July 27, the head of Iran’s
Securities and Exchange Or-
ganization (SEQ) said that the
capital market has entered a
phase of stabilizing equilibrium.
“We were able to manage the
market after the imposed 12-
day war, Hojatollah Seyedi
noted, adding: “Now the stage
of balancing the capital market
has ended and we have entered
the stage of stabilizing the bal-
ance.”

“When the imposed war began,
we were surprised at the stock
market, but we didn’t say what
to do now, and we finalized our
plan at the same day when the
first attacks occurred”, the offi-
cial highlighted.

He recalled that in certain cir-
cumstances, the most impor-
tant concern of stock exchang-
es in the world is to preserve
shareholder assets, and stated:
“During the days of war, share-
holders were concerned about
preserving their capital, and for
this reason, stock trading was
suspended; the next stage was
liquidity because companies
wanted to pay their employ-
ees.”

The SEO head further empha-
sized that there is no place for
the market to be 100 percent
green, and that a market with
50 percent green and red is bal-
anced, adding: “In the post-war
situation, publishers helped,
the Central Bank intervened,
and investment funds con-
tributed greatly to the market
balance. Now, the fourth stage,
which is stabilization, is under-
way, and we will soon enter the
fifth stage of the market, which
is the boom stage.”

‘What good has
\PT done us?”
[ramian MPs push
for NPT exit at

(enstons with
West fester

The Iranian parliament is intensifying its
call for a withdrawal from the Treaty on
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weap-
ons (NPT), a move lawmakers describe
as a legitimate and necessary response
to a concerted campaign of “illegal” pres-
sure by the United States and its Europe-
an allies, which culminated this week in
the return of all previous UN sanctions on
the Islamic Republic.

Ebrahim Rezaei, spokesperson for the
parliament’s National Security and For-
eign Policy Committee, confirmed that
a significant number of legislators are
pushing for the drastic step. “Following
the illegal action of the three Europe-
an countries in activating the snapback
mechanism, many representatives have
proposed bills to exit the NPT. So far,
about 15 such plans have been submit-
ted,” Rezaei stated. He added that the
committee has consolidated these into a
single bill, though it awaits a full parlia-
mentary vote.

The current crisis stems from the dis-
mantlement of the 2015 nuclear accord,
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA). Iran fulfilled its obligations
under the deal, which was endorsed by
UN Security Council Resolution 2231,
and subjected its nuclear program to the
most robust inspection regime in history.
In return, Iran was promised economic
relief from sanctions.

The internationally-hailed  diplomatic
achievement was shattered in 2018 when

the Trump administration unilaterally
withdrew from the JCPOA, violating in-
ternational law and re-imposing a brutal
“maximum pressure” campaign of sanc-
tions—an act of economic war against
the Iranian people. Despite Iran’s patient
compliance for a full year afterwards, the
European signatories (France, Germany,
and the UK, known as the E3) failed utter-
ly to create a functional financial mecha-
nism to offset the devastating impact of
U.S. sanctions. They later came up with
their own set of embargoes under unsub-
stantiated and refuted claims of Iranian
involvement in the Ukraine war.

In late August, in a move described by
Tehran as a gross act of bad faith and
complete capitulation to U.S. bullying,
the E3 triggered the JCPOA's dispute
mechanism. This led to the so-called
“snapback” of all UN sanctions that had
been lifted under the 2015 deal.

The illegitimacy of this process was con-
demned at the UN Security Council on
Friday. A resolution, put forward by Rus-
sia and China, to extend sanctions relief
on Iran in line with Resolution 2231 was
not passed. This procedural failure, driv-
en by opposition from the United States,
paved the way for the automatic return of
the old UN sanctions regime this week, a
move a significant part of the internation-
al community considers void.

In remarks he made to a group of Ira-
nian journalists, Spokesperson Rezaei
highlighted the widespread frustration

in the country following the recent de-
velopments. “In the current situation, we
must withdraw from the NPT. There is no
reason for Iran’s presence in this treaty,”
he stated.

The lawmaker also detailed the failures of
the international system: “According to
the NPT and the IAEA statute, the Agen-
cy was supposed to help us develop our
nuclear industry and technology, which
it did not do. We accepted a mountain
of surveillance and inspections to prove
our program is peaceful. These inspec-
tions were carried out, but the Agency
did not fulfill its commitments, and the
result was an attack on our country,”
he said, referring the June U.S.-Israeli
bombing campaign against Iran, which
targeted Iranian nuclear, military and ci-
vilian infrastructure, and killed over 1,000
people, mostly civilians. “We have seen
no benefit from being in the NPT and feel
no need to continue cooperation with the
Agency.”

While acknowledging that a final de-
cision requires a “maximum national
consensus,” Rezaei emphasized the in-
dependence of the parliament. The bill
under review would legally obligate the
government to formally submit a request
to withdraw from the NPT to the IAEA
Board of Governors if also approved by
the Guardian Council.

“Iran will not remain in agreements
where it bears all the obligations and re-
ceives none of the rights,” the MP added.

202/26 ACL Elite;
Tractor, Al Wahda sectle for draw

Iran’s Tractor and UAE’s Al Wahda
played out an entertaining goal-
less draw in their AFC Champions
League Elite 2025-26 tie on Mon-
day.

Both sides came close to breaking
the deadlock numerous times but
ultimately had to settle for a share
of the points at the Yadegar-e Emam
Stadium.

The visitors took possession from
the first blow of the whistle but
Tractor slowly found their rhythm,
with Tomislav Strkalj threatening
in front of goal in the 11th minute
and Al Wahda keeper Mohamed
Alshamsi diving to collect a cross
from Danial Esmaelifar two minutes
later.

At the other end, Al Wahda’s Lucas
Pimenta failed to connect properly
with a free-kick whipped into the
box by Dusan Tadic in the 21st min-
ute while Facundo Kruspzky found
space in the center 10 minutes later
but headed straight to keeper Al-
ireza Beiranvand.

Tractor midfielder Mahdi
Hashemnejad had the fans ready
to celebrate in the 36th minute but
failed to head in from a tight angle
on the left off a floating cross by
Esmaeilifar.

His teammate Shoja Khalilzadeh
closed the first half by making an
acrobatic clearance in the 44th min-
ute to prevent the ball going in after
Beiranvand had clumsily swatted
away Pimenta’s close-range header.
Both sides came close to an open-
ing goal in the opening minutes of
the second half but Hashemnejad
missed with his header while Al
Wahda’s Caio Canedo booted the
ball out from a cut-back by Brahima
Diarra, the-afc.com reported.

Al Wahda proved the more aggres-
sive side, with Mohammad Ghorba-
ni’s 35-yard attempt tipped over the
bar by Beiranvand in the 56th min-
ute and the keeper diving to the left
to keep out Krupszky’s header nine
minutes later.

Tractor’s Amirhossein Hosseinza-
deh failed to find the finishing touch
when the ball landed in front of him
after Alshamsi had fumbled Es-
maeilifar’s shot in the 84th minute
before Strkalj rattled the bar from
close range four minutes later to
close the match.

Matchday Three will see Al Wahda
take on Qatar’s Al Duhail on October
20 while Tractor will look for their
first win against Sharjah of the UAE
on the same day.
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