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Don't Throw Out Your Orange Peels-Theyre Way More Nutritious Than You Think
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In meeting with
Hezhollah, Iran vows
unwavering support
for Lebanon and the

Resistance

During a meeting held on Sunday,
senior Iranian official Ali Larijani
assured Lebanon of the Islamic Re-
public’s full and unconditional sup-
port, reinforcing a strategic alliance
that stands as a bulwark against
American and Israeli aggression in
the region. Larijani, the secretary of
Iran’s Supreme National Security
Council (SNSC), emphasized that,
following the direct guidelines of the
Leader of the Islamic Revolution,
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei, Iran
is prepared to stand by Lebanon
and its Resistance movements “at
all levels.”

The high-level discussion, which
also included Hezbollah Secre-
tary-General Sheikh Naim Qassem
and Iran’s Ambassador to Lebanon
Mojtaba Amani, focused on the
escalating challenges facing the
region. Larijani confidently pre-
dicted the demise of the Isragli re-
gime, stating, “We believe that the
aggressive Israeli domination will
meet a disgraceful end in the face
of this steadfastness.” For his part,
Qassem highlighted the unwaver-
ing determination of the Lebanese
people and their support for the
resistance in the face of ongoing
pressures. “Anyone who witnesses
the determination of this brave and
patient people will believe in victory
over the Israeli enemy,” he stated.
He reiterated Hezbollah’s openness
to cooperation with all forces op-
posing the existential threat posed
by the Israeli occupation.

The Sunday meeting comes amidst
a concerted and failing campaign by
Washington and the Israeli regime
to weaken Lebanon’s defensive
capabilities. Recent American dip-
lomatic efforts have aggressively
pushed for the disarmament of Hez-
bollah — a demand widely rejected
across Lebanon.

This pressure was a key topic during
Larijani’s previous visit in August
and remains a focal point of discus-
sion. Analysts see the U.S.-Israeli
disarmament campaign as a trans-
parent attempt to strip Lebanon
of its most potent deterrent force,
thereby leaving the nation vulnera-
ble to further Israeli violations of its
sovereignty. Hezbollah is broadly
recognized within Lebanon not as
a militia, but as a legitimate Resist-
ance force that has successfully
countered Israeli occupation and
defended the nation’s interests.
Larijani’'s presence in Beirut, where
he arrived on Saturday, underscores
the depth of the Iran-Hezbollah
relationship. His visit has been to
attend a memorial for Hezbollah
martyrs, including the revered lead-
ers Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah and
Sayyed Hashem Safieddine, who
were assassinated in targeted Israeli
attacks last year.
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[ran’s export to Iraq, excluding gas, stands at $2.7h in 5 months

The value of Iran’s export to Iraq,
excluding gas, stood at $2.797
billion in the first five months of
the current Iranian calendar year
(March 21-August 22), accord-
ing to an official with Iran’s Trade
Promotion Organization (TPO).

Referring to the status of Iran’s
exports to Irag, excluding gas, in
the first five months of this year,
Abdolamir Rabihavi, the director
general for West Asia at Iran’s
Trade Promotion Organization
(TPQ), said: “Last year, Iran’s
total exports to Iraq were about
three billion dollars, but in the
first five months of this year, it

reached 2.797 bhillion dollars,
a decrease of about seven per-
cent.”

In terms of export diversity, 53
percent of goods exported to
Irag were consumer and val-
ue-added, 42 percent of exports
were intermediate goods, and
3.95 percent were capital goods,
he added.

Considering Iran’s vast export
capacity and Irag’s large market
for Iranian goods, both sides
want to expand the volume of
bilateral economic exchanges.
Iran and Iraq have set a target of
$20 billion in annual trade, and

businessmen and authorities of
both countries are determined to
meet that target.

In late May 2024, the head of the
Department of Spatial Planning
and Regional Planning of the
Iranian Planning and Budget Or-
ganization (PBO) said that Iran
exports some 2,200 products,
valued at $12 billion, to neigh-
boring Iraq annually.

Speaking in a meeting entitled
“Reviewing opportunities and
challenges of attracting Iraqi
investors and  strengthening
trade relations between the two
countries in line with demar-

cating Iran in the regional value
chain”, Jafar Hosseini said that
Iraq, benefiting from $85 billion
foreign currency reserves, 130
tons of gold reserves, and 147
billion barrels of proven reserves
of crude oil, is among the richest
countries in West Asia.
Currently, Iran exports over
2,200 various types of goods
and products to Irag, he said,
adding that more than half of the
active Iranian traders are present
in the Iragi market.

Developing the trade infrastruc-
tures to facilitate trade between
the two countries, encouraging
traders to invest in Iraq, promot-
ing trade through dispatching
and admitting trade delegations
and participating in exhibitions
of the two countries, etc. are
suggested to strengthen the
trade and economic relations
between Iran and Iraq, he un-
derlined.

In an interview in mid-December
last year, the ambassador of Iran
in Iraq praised the economic
relations between the two sides
and expressed hope that these
relations will be more and better.
Mohammad Kazem Ale-Sadeq
announced the value of com-
mercial exchanges between the
two countries, and stated that
economic relations between
Iran and Iraq are very good, and
expressed hope that these rela-
tions will improve.

Iran should yom Saudi-Pakistan defense pact, Leader’s adviser says as Israeli threats intensiiy

The envoy further noted: “Iraq
is an important country in the
region, and we have very impor-
tant economic, political, and so-
cial relations with this neighbor.”
In early May 2024, Tehran
hosted the 6th meeting of the
Iran-Iraq Joint Economic Com-
mittee.

The two-day event was co-
chaired by the former Iranian
Finance and Economic Affairs
Minister Ehsan Khandouzi and
Iragi Minister of Commerce Ath-
eer Daoud Al-Ghurairi.

On the first day of the meeting,
specialized committees includ-
ing commercial, industrial, ag-
ricultural, standardization and
quality control, energy, finance,
banking, investment and Insur-
ance, shipping, transport, and
Customs, scientific, education-
al, tourism, health, as well as
sports consulate held meetings
to discuss areas for coopera-
tion.

Increasing non-oil exports to the
neighboring countries is one of
the major plans that the Iranian
government has been pursuing
in recent years.

Iran shares land or water bor-
ders with 15 countries namely
the United Arab Emirates (UAE),
Afghanistan, Armenia, Azerbai-
jan, Bahrain, Irag, Kuwait, Ka-
zakhstan, Oman, Pakistan, Qatar,
Russia, Turkey, Turkmenistan,
and Saudi Arabia.

A top military adviser to the Leader of
the Islamic Revolution has welcomed
the newly signed defense agreement
between Saudi Arabia and Pakistan,
describing it as a positive step for
regional security while underlining
Iran’s own military readiness and
commitment to deterrence.

Major General Yahya Rahim Safavi
said in a televised interview on Satur-
day that the “Strategic Mutual Defense
Agreement” signed in Riyadh between
Pakistan’s Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif and Saudi Crown Prince Mo-
hammed bin Salman should be re-
garded as constructive.

“We assess this treaty as positive.
Pakistan has announced that other
countries can join, and | recommend
that Iran also participate,” Safavi said.
“Iran, Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, and
Iraq could move toward a collective
pact. Even though Saudi Arabia and
Pakistan would not finalize such an
agreement without U.S. approval, we
should declare readiness as a region-
al power. This falls under our military
diplomacy and foreign policy to take
an active role in regional defense-se-
curity treaties.”

The Saudi-Pakistani deal, signed on

Saturday, September 17, pledges that
any act of aggression against either
country will be considered an attack
on both, requiring a joint response.
The agreement, which the two sides
described as “landmark,” aims to en-
hance mutual deterrence.

The signing came one day before
an emergency Arab-Islamic summit
in Doha on Sunday, convened after
deadly Israeli airstrikes on Hamas
leaders in the Qatari capital. The
strikes occurred amid ongoing Qatari
mediation efforts to halt Israel’s war
on Gaza.

Since the attacks, several countries,
including Iran and Pakistan, have
called for the creation of a regional
coalition to defend Muslim nations
against foreign-backed aggression.
Pakistan’s Defense Minister Khawaja
Asif also said that the assault on Qatar
could not have happened without U.S.
consent, urging Muslim countries to
establish a NATO-style Islamic mili-
tary alliance.

The strikes occurred despite the pres-
ence of a major American military
base in Qatar, underscoring regional
accusations that Washington allowed
the assault to proceed.

Alongside support for regional coop-
eration, Iranian commanders reiter-
ated their forces’ full preparedness to
defend the country against any threat.
Major General Abdolrahim Mousavi,
Chief of Staff of the Armed Forces,
praised the achievements of the Is-
lamic Revolution Guard Corps (IRGC),
particularly its Aerospace Force, dur-
ing Iran’s recent 12-day defensive
campaign against U.S. and Israeli
aggression.

“These victories reflect the faith, in-
novation, and resilience of our com-
manders and fighters. They demon-
strate that the strategy of active
deterrence and decisive, crushing
response is effective and instructive,”
Mousavi said during a Sunday meeting
with Islamic Revolution Guards Corps
(IRGC) Commander Major General
Mohammad Pakpour. He added that
Iran is continuing to modernize its de-
fense systems and that coordination
between the Army and IRGC ensures
both deterrence and the safeguarding
of national independence.

Major General Amir Hatami, Com-
mander-in-Chief of the Army, echoed
the message, stressing that Iran con-
stantly monitors adversary activities

and will respond firmly to any mis-
calculation. Speaking at the closing
ceremony of the Army’s 23rd joint
cadet training program during Sa-
cred Defense Week, Hatami reminded
young officers of the Army’s mission
to safeguard independence, territorial
integrity, and the Islamic Republic.
“The enemy must know that, with the
capacities, capabilities, and lofty ide-
als of the Iranian nation, we will inev-
itably emerge victorious. Our armed
forces, supported by the people and
guided by the wise leadership of the
Commander-in-Chief, have always de-
feated aggression and will continue to
do so,” Hatami said.

He also pointed to the decisive role of
Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei during
the recent 12-day conflict, saying his
strategic guidance ensured unity and
success against the combined efforts
of the United States and Israel.

Iran’s military leaders stress that the
country remains open to collective se-
curity frameworks while relying on its
own deterrent capabilities. As Safavi
underlined, the prospect of Iran join-
ing a Saudi-Pakistan-led defense ar-
rangement could strengthen regional
security against foreign interference.

Iran’s industry min-
ister heads to Minsk
for EAEU talks

Iranian Industry, Mine and Trade
Minister Seyed Mohammad Atab-
ak left Tehran early Sunday for a
three-day visit to Minsk to attend
the Council of Ministers mesting
of the Eurasian Economic Union
(EAEU) and hold talks with senior
Belarusian officials.

According to the government’s
information portal, Atabak will join
the formal EAEU Council session
and meet Belarus’s ministers of
transport and industry to discuss
bilateral cooperation in specialized
fields.

During his stay, he will also par-
ticipate in the EAEU Intergovern-
mental Council and consult with
counterparts from member states.
On the final day, he is scheduled to
attend the union’s Industrial Poli-
cy Gouncil to review strategies for
boosting cooperation and trade
volumes among members.

The minister’s trip follows his visit
to Moscow last week, where he
met Russia’s deputy prime minis-
ter, several cabinet ministers, and
the EAEU trade minister. Atabak
held talks on removing technical
and customs barriers and signed
an executive roadmap for future
cooperation within the union.

Iran to launch $1b
Parsian alumina
project to boost alu-
minum chain

Iran will begin implementing its
largest alumina production pro-
ject by the end of this year in the
Parsian Special Economic Zone,
the state-owned Iranian Mines and
Mining Industries Development
and Renovation Organization (IM-
IDRO) said.

The project, part of Iran’s Sev-
enth National Development Plan,
aims to produce one million tons
of alumina powder annually. Its
execution will start after securing
approvals from relevant authori-
ties and the Supreme Economic
Council.

Currently, Iran’s only alumina pro-
ducer is the Jajarm plant, with an
annual capacity of about 240,000
tons. IMIDRO said Parsian, locat-
ed in western Hormozgan province
and equipped with a dedicated
port, will provide direct access for
raw material imports and mineral
exports.

Officials said the new plant would
sharply reduce reliance on im-
ports, expand domestic produc-
tion capacity, and mark a major
leap for Iran’s aluminum industry,
cementing its position as a leading
producer in West Asia.
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ICCIMA urg-
es new out-
ward-looking
economic ap-
proach

Iran’s economy must en-
ter a new phase of outward
orientation, with greater
recognition of the private
sector’s international role,
Iran Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and Ag-

riculture  (ICCIMA) Head
Samad Hassanzadeh said on
Sunday.

Speaking at a meeting of the
ICCIMA board, Hassanzadeh
condemned efforts by sev-
eral European countries and
the United States to reacti-
vate the UN snapback sanc-
tions mechanism against
Iran.

He praised Iran’s negotiating
team for pursuing diploma-
cy “in good faith” to resolve
disputes.

Hassanzadeh said  while
new sanctions would cause
difficulties, studies suggest
the impact of the snapback
mechanism would be less
severe than portrayed.
“Even that level of impact re-
quires realistic planning and
management within govern-
ment policy,” he added.
Despite foreign media nar-
ratives, he argued that the
business environment in
Iran has not and will not
change significantly as a re-
sult of snapback sanctions,
noting that the country has
endured years of economic
pressure and gained valua-
ble experience in navigating
complex conditions.

Gharahgoziou
wins WPBSA Q
Tour Middle East

Ali Gharahgozlou defeated
Ali Jaleel 4-2 to win the sec-
ond WPBSA Q Tour Middle
East event of the season at
the Emirates Billiard Sports
Federation in Dubai, United
Arab Emirates.

The lIranian player came
through a field of 59 players
from 11 countries to win the
third Q Tour Middle East title
of his career.

Gharahgozlou dropped just
two frames in five match-
es to reach the title match
— kicking off the four-day
competition with victories
over Rami Alhssoumi (3-0)
and Mina Awad (3-1).

A last 16 clash with fellow
countryman Ehsan Hey-
darinezhad followed and
Gharahgozlou showed im-
pressive scoring form in
coming from 1-0 behind to
win four consecutive frames
with contributions of 80, 54,
54 and 104.

Gharahgozlou made a fast
start by taking the opening
two frames in the best-of-
seven frame contest with a
top break of 90, wpbsa.com
reported.

His opponent from Iraq
halved the deficit with suc-
cess in the third frame on
a respotted black but Gha-
rahgozlou quickly moved to
within one of glory with an-
other visit of 90 in the next.
Jaleel kept his hopes of
a maiden crown alive by
winning frame five and had
chances to force a decider,
but it was the Iranian who
held his nerve to take the de-
cisive frame on the final pink
to complete a 4-2 victory.
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S. Korea says
U.N.’s reimposi-
tion of sanctions
on Iran to have

limited impact on

hilateral ties

The South Korean foreign ministry said
Sunday the United Nations’ move to re-
instate sanctions on Iran over its nuclear
program is expected to have a limited im-
pact on South Korea. The U.N. reimposed
sanctions on Iran early Sunday (GMT) in
a “snapback” process that was triggered
by Britain, France and Germany.

Seoul’s foreign ministry said the return

of the Iran sanctions is expected to have
a limited impact on South Korea, noting
bilateral trade remains insignificant.
“As a responsible member of the inter-
national community, we will continue to
join global efforts to peacefully resolve
Iran’s nuclear problem and bring peace
and stability to the Middle East,” the min-
istry said.

Don't Throw Out Your Orange Peels-They're Way More Nutratious Than You Think

By:

The International Day of Awareness on Food Loss and
Waste Reduction is observed annually on September
29; it calls on everyone to reduce food loss and waste
to ensure a food-secure world, where current and fu-
ture populations have access to sufficient, nutritious

food.

In a world where one in eleven people goes hungry
while tons of food are lost or wasted every day, it is
time to end this troubling paradox. Reducing food loss
and waste is crucial, particularly as the global popula-

adults.12
e Calcium

¢ Phosphorus
* Folate

3. Keeps You Hydrated

[6¢h Ammar festival launched
with focus on Iran’s resistance agamst the West

The 16th edition of the Ammar Popular
Film Festival has officially commenced,
highlighting the theme “The Civilization-
al Battle of Islamic Iran with the Wild
West.”

According to the official call, Iran’s cen-
turies-long experience of confronting
colonialism, terrorism, sanctions, cen-
sorship, war, and cultural infiltration
can only be comprehensively analyzed
through the lens of a “civilizational con-
flict.” This ongoing struggle manifests
today in media warfare, distortion of
resistance discourse, attacks on Islamic
identity, and efforts to portray the revo-
lutionary movement as ineffective.

The festival’s secretariat emphasizes
that in the face of such aggression, no
front is more effective than the realm of
committed art, thought, and media.

In its sixteenth edition, Ammar invites
filmmakers, documentarians, writers,
media activists, social media influenc-
ers, grassroots groups, and young
enthusiasts to produce diverse works
across various formats, contributing to
this civilizational narrative. Artists, film-
makers, and media activists are invited
to submit their works by November 6.
Eligible submissions may include fea-
ture films (short, medium, full-length,
telefilms, series), documentaries, an-
imations, music videos, television
productions (combined, reality-based,
documentary contests, news reports),
internet programs, social media content
(short clips, human-centered pages,
content-focused pages), Al-based video
productions, and complete scripts or
screenplays. The festival underscores
that all submitted works should align
with the principles of the Islamic Revo-
lution and address contemporary soci-
etal needs, with priority given to themes
related to the civilizational struggle of
Iran against the West.

The festival places strong emphasis on
thematic sections that reflect Iran’s on-
going resistance and revolutionary ide-
als. One major focus is the civilizational

struggle of Iran against the “savage
West,” encompassing topics such as
Zionist attacks on Iranian soil, the heroic
efforts of martyrs and scientists, West-
ern imperial efforts to maintain their
dominance, reactionary movements
within the enlightened intellectual circles
opposing Iran’s resistance, and betrayal
by certain intellectual factions that facil-
itated concessions to Western powers.
Another key theme involves the glob-
al uprising of oppressed peoples,
highlighting  grassroots movements
worldwide, resistance in Palestine, the
achievements and challenges of the
resistance axis, and the historical nar-
ratives of anti-imperialist struggles in
Latin America and Africa.

The festival also aims to showcase the
shared struggles between Iranian mi-
grants and the Iranian nation, the de-
cline of U.S. hegemony, the emergence
of a multipolar world, and Iran’s op-
portunities to influence this new global
order. Additional topics include the in-
ternal challenges faced by Iran, such as
seditions and internal disturbances, and
the importance of exposing foreign in-
terference and media distortions aimed
at destabilizing the country.

Thematic sections further extend to the
celebration of heroic figures within Ira-
nian society, emphasizing family, social,
and political heroes, as well as stories of
resilience, hope, and community effort
during crises like pandemics and natural
disasters.

The concept of “Sacred Unity” is also
prominent, focusing on citizen partic-
ipation in exposing Zionist infiltrators,
supporting resistance martyrs, and pro-
moting community-led initiatives during
emergencies.

The festival aims to highlight justice
through narratives of active resistance
against corruption and systemic injus-
tice, the role of media in propagating
fairness, and the importance of legal
and institutional reforms. The “Iranian
Dream of Progress” section features

stories of technological, scientific, and
economic advancement, showcasing
successful models in various sectors,
including nuclear, space, biotech, and
medical fields, alongside grassroots
management and sports achievements.
The importance of preserving Iran’s cul-
tural memory is also recognized, with
themes covering Iran’s historical resist-
ance, cultural milestones, and sacrifices
during the Iran-Iraq war.

The festival also encourages films that
portray the resilience of Iran’s econ-
omy, including rural capacities and
Islamic economic principles such as
interest-free lending, charity, and co-
operation. Cultural warfare is another
significant theme, focusing on defend-
ing Islamic identity, the traditional family
model, youth identity, and confronting
reactionary movements that distort the
revolution’s values.

The role of grassroots cultural initia-
tives, mosques, and arts in soft power
confrontation is also highlighted.

A noteworthy feature of this years
festival is the “Our Film” segment, en-
couraging the general public, especially
youth, to produce short films using mo-
bile phones or home cameras on local,
community, and environmental themes.
Participants can register through the
official website, which will provide in-
structional materials to support amateur
filmmakers.

The festival also maintains its tradition
of community screenings, which will be
held nationwide, allowing cultural ac-
tivists, students, religious groups, and
grassroots organizations to host screen-
ings, participate in local premieres, and
engage in film critique sessions by reg-
istering on the festival platform.

Ammar Popular Film Festival was estab-
lished in 2010 by a number of Iranian
revolutionary figures to honor film and
art products promoting topics such as
resistance and revolution. It was named
after Ammar Yasir, a close companion of
the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).

Oranges are packed with vitamins, minerals, and antiox-
idants, but the peel might be one of the most nutritious
parts. Here’s what research says about its benefits and
how to safely add it to your diet.

1. Contains Essential Nutrients

Oranges are known for their rich vitamin C content. A
whole orange peel (or a roughly 100-gram serving)
contains around 45 milligrams (mg) of vitamin C, which
is at least half of the recommended daily value (DV) for

The peel is also rich in other nutrients, such as:2

2. Provides an Abundance of Fiber

Like whole oranges, orange peels are rich sources of
fiber. An entire peel is estimated to contain around 10.6
grams (g) of fiber, which is more than the same serving
size as its whole fruit counterpart.32

Research suggests the peel is particularly rich in pectin,
a soluble fiber. Pectin supports regular bowel move-
ments by slowing digestion and making it easier to pro-
duce healthy stool.45 Dietary guidelines recommend
that adults consume around 28 g of fiber per day.6

It's no secret that oranges and other citrus fruits are
hydrating, and orange peels offer some hydration, too.

uting to climate change. Food loss and waste can also
negatively impact food security and food availability,
and contribute to increasing the cost of food. The food
systems cannot be resilient if they are not sustainable,
hence the need to focus on the adoption of integrated
approaches designed to reduce food loss and waste.
Actions are required globally and locally to maximize
the use of the food we produce. The introduction of
technologies, innovative solutions (including e-com-
merce platforms for marketing, retractable mobile food

Source:

Eating an entire orange with its peel provides roughly
87 g (or 87%) of water, while eating just the peel offers
about 72.5 g of water.372

Nutrition experts advise that consuming raw fruits with
a high water content, like oranges, can contribute to
your daily fluid requirements.7

4. Contains Antioxidants

Orange peels also contain potent antioxidants, which
may prevent or combat cellular damage in the body.8

Evidence shows orange peels contain more polyphe-

nols (plant compounds) than other citrus fruits.910

Polyphenols may help prevent and manage chronic dis-
eases, such as:1112
* Type 2 diabetes

* Certain types of cancer

* Age-related cognitive decline

Orange peels are also a rich source of limonene, which
may protect against skin cancer, though more research
is needed to expand on these findings.13

5. Protects The Gut

Research suggests that orange peels are rich in preb-
iotics, carbohydrates that encourage the growth and
balance of “good” bacteria in the digestive system.1415
Orange peels’ prebiotic content benefits the gut microbi-

ome and overall gut health.5 The polyphenols and preb-

Reducing food loss, waste ensures food-secure world

tion continues to grow. Globally, around 13.2 percent of
food produced is lost between harvest and retail, while
an estimated 19 percent of total global food production
is wasted in households, in the food service, and in re-
tail. Food loss and waste undermine the sustainability
of our food systems. When food is lost or wasted, all
the resources that were used to produce this food —in-
cluding water, land, energy, labour, and capital — go to
waste. In addition, the disposal of food loss and waste
in landfills leads to greenhouse gas emissions, contrib-

iotics in orange peels may help make their anti-inflam-
matory and gut health properties even more potent.5

processing systems), new ways of working, and good
practices to manage food quality and reduce food loss
and waste are key to implementing this transformative
change. ecreasing food loss and waste is, in fact, en-
shrined in the United Nations Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) — within SDG 12, which seeks to ensure
sustainable consumption and production patterns. Tar-
get 12.3 aims to “halve per capita global food waste at
the retail and consumer levels and reduce food losses
along production and supply chains” by 2030.

Iran o host “Scholars’ Rise Aoainst Sophicide’
conference to confront terrorism against scientists

Iran will host the international confer-
ence “Scholars’ Rise Against Soph-
icide” on October 9 to confront the
global phenomenon of scientific terror-
ism, including the targeted assassina-
tion of scientists.

Apress conference was held on Sunday
morning at the Institute for Research in
Fundamental Sciences ahead of the in-
ternational conference “Scholars’ Rise
Against Sophicide”, set to convene on
October 9.

The gathering will focus on the joint
crimes of the United States and Israel
in assassinating scientists in Iran and
worldwide.

Mohammad-Javad Larijani, who chairs
the conference, warned that the as-
sassination of scientists has become
a “dark and dangerous phenomenon”
that must be challenged globally. “The
United States and the Israeli regime
openly pursue this criminal policy and
even seek to legitimize it,” he told re-
porters.

Larijani outlined three main axes of
threats to the global scientific commu-
nity:

1. The legitimization of assassinations
for political purposes, which he said
sets a dangerous precedent for target-
ing scholars under false pretenses.

2. The creation of an atmosphere of
scientific intimidation, deterring young
talent by making them feel that entering
advanced fields could cost them their
lives.

B

3. The monopolization of knowledge,
with Western powers seeking to re-
strict emerging fields such as artificial
intelligence, contrary to the universal
nature of science.

He recalled that over 15 Iranian scien-
tists were killed during the recent 12-
day war, including radiotherapy expert
Dr. Feghi and academic leader Dr. Teh-
ranchi, none of whom were connected
to the allegations cited by Iran’s adver-
saries.

Larijani also condemned Israel’s use of
artificial intelligence in Gaza, calling it
“the worst possible misuse of science.”
He stressed that the October 9 confer-
ence aims to mobilize scientists across
the world — including those attending
virtually — to resist “scientific terror-
ism,” end intimidation, and prevent
monopolization of knowledge.

The event’s findings will be shared with
universities and research centers, while
Larijani urged the systematic docu-
mentation of all assassinated scientists
worldwide. Although he cautioned that
UN resolutions may not immediately
halt such crimes, he said raising global
awareness was essential.

“This conference is not an end but a
beginning,” he concluded, announcing
plans for follow-up panels on fields
such as telecommunications, artificial
intelligence, and quantum informatics
to examine whether new technologies
are serving peace and progress or be-
ing misused for terror and genocide.
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