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Sponge iron ex-
port up 41%in 5

months on year
The value of Iran’s sponge
iron export rose 41 percent
during the first five months of
the current Iranian calendar
year (March 21-August 22),
as compared to the same pe-
riod of time in the past year,
according to the Iranian Steel
Producers Association (ISPA).
As ISPA reported, the coun-
try’s sponge iron export also
indicates 53 percent rise in
terms of weight during the five-
month period, as compared to
the same time span in the pre-
vious year.
Direct reduced iron (DRI), also
called sponge iron, is produced
from the direct reduction of
iron ore (in the form of lumps,
pellets, or fines) into iron by
reducing gas or elemental car-
bon produced from natural gas
or coal. Many ores are suitable
for direct reduction.
While Iran is fighting the U.S.
severe sanctions on its econ-
omy, and the country’s differ-
ent industrial and economic
sectors have been affected by
the limitations and difficulties
caused by the sanctions condi-
tion, the country’s mining sec-
tor is moving forward noticea-
bly, overcoming such barriers.
Among the mining sector’s dif-
ferent products, sponge iron is
an outstanding example, as the
production of this item is rising
more and more in the country.
Iranian Mines and Mining In-
dustries  Development and
Renovation Organization (IMI-
DRO), Iran’s largest metals and
mining holding, has stated that
one of the most important rea-
sons for the increase in sponge
iron production in Iran is the
establishment of new sponge
iron plants, adding that in re-
cent years, with its new strat-
egy and with the participation
of the private sector, the organ-
ization has been able to launch
several projects to produce
sponge iron.

Nearly 79m pas-
sengers moved hy
public transport
fleet in H1

Nearly 79 million passengers
traveled across Iran’s roads
in the first six months of this
year using the country’s public
transport fleet, the Road Main-
tenance and Transportation Or-
ganization said.

Dariyush Bagherjavan, head
of the organization’s passen-
ger transport office, said more
than 7.38 million intercity trips
were recorded, reflecting a 17
percent increase compared
with the same period last year.
He called the surge a clear sign
of growing public demand for
road-based public transport.
He added that intercity bus and
coach trips rose by more than
20 percent in September year-
on-year, underscoring strong-
er passenger demand during
peak travel periods. Transport
companies, he said, supple-
ment regular daily services
with extra routes during peak
times to meet demand.
Bagherjavan said safety stand-
ards remained satisfactory in
the first half, citing the deploy-
ment of transport organization
staff at terminals and close
coordination with traffic police
and operators to ensure pas-
senger safety.

He also pointed to the Arbaeen
pilgrimage as a major national
travel event, crediting the par-
ticipation of public transport
companies for helping provide
smooth and efficient services
to pilgrims.
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The tariff policies of the U.S.
President have generated cri-
ses and unpredictable turbu-
lence in capital markets across
the globe. From the Bombay
Stock Exchange to Shanghai
and even Wall Street, all have
been impacted by this uneven
tariff war and its consequenc-
es. Yet, the emerging signs
of Trump’s relative failure in
achieving his objectives have
enabled markets and consum-
ers to adapt more effectively to
this reality.

In January 2025, with Donald
Trump’s return to the White

House, a wave of foreign and
trade policy changes swept
through the international sys-
tem. One of the most promi-
nent shifts was the declaration
of an all-out “tariff war’—a
policy that spared neither
America’s long-time allies nor
its strategic trade partners.
These measures, aimed at
“restoring America’s great-
ness” and addressing its trade
deficit, promised fundamental
changes in global economic
relations.

- However, eight months into
this tariff battle, the White

!
+

House appears to have fallen
short of its ambitious goals.
The key question is: why has
this strategy, despite its initial
assertiveness, faced such sig-
nificant resistance from major
global economic players—well
beyond the European Un-
ion? Nations like India, China,
Russia, and even close neigh-
bors such as Canada have not
bowed to Washington’s de-
mands.

- The most immediate and
visible response to U.S. tariffs
came in the form of recipro-
cal measures. As Washington

raised duties on imports, many
countries retaliated by impos-
ing tariffs on American goods.
This cycle of action and coun-
teraction—dubbed the “tariff
war’—ultimately harmed all
sides. Consumers faced rising
prices, exporters saw their
sales decline, and engines of
economic growth slowed in
many countries, including the
U.S. itself.

- Another crucial factor lies in
the interconnected and com-
plex nature of today’s global
economy. Many final products
are assembled from compo-
nents manufactured in multiple
countries. A sudden tariff on
a critical part could inadvert-
ently harm industries heavily
reliant on it—including those
within the U.S. Such com-
plexity turned tariffs into a
double-edged sword, capable
of cutting into America’s own
economic base.

- The reality is that America’s
trade challenges run deep-
er than foreign tariffs. High
production costs at home,
differences in labor laws and
environmental regulations, and
massive investments in R&D
by rival nations have all shaped
the competitiveness of U.S.
industries on the global stage.
Tariffs, as a short-term policy
instrument, were incapable
of resolving these long-term

structural issues. As a result,
many sectors of the U.S. econ-
omy—especially  agriculture,
which depends heavily on ex-
port markets—suffered losses,
and the policy faced mounting
domestic opposition.

- One of the most vital ele-
ments of the global economy
is stability and predictability.
The Trump administration’s
tariff policies, often announced
suddenly and without prior
coordination, created wide-
spread uncertainty in financial
and industrial markets both in
the U.S. and internationally.
This environment discouraged
long-term planning and new
investments. Companies, to
survive and grow, require sta-
bility—something these poli-
cies failed to provide.

- In the end, while Trump
managed to secure limited
concessions from some trade
partners—such as deals with
Mexico and the EU—the tariff
war largely failed to achieve his
ambitious goals and produced
unintended economic conse-
quences. This experience once
again demonstrated that in
today’s complex world, one-di-
mensional tools like tariffs
rarely solve deep, multi-facet-
ed trade problems. More of-
ten, they escalate tensions and
damage the economic interests
of all parties involved.

After a controversial voting at the UN
Security Council on Friday, senior Ira-
nian officials have inveighed against
the decision to reimpose pre-JCPOA
UN sanctions on the country, labeling
the move an “immoral and illegal” act
of bad faith that undermines interna-
tional law and diplomacy.

The vote rejected a Russian and Chi-
nese draft resolution that would have
extended sanctions relief for Iran for
six months, thereby preventing the
incoming reimposition, or “snapback,”
of all previous UN sanctions. The so-
called snapback mechanism was trig-
gered in late August by Britain, France,
and Germany (the E3), despite these
countries being original signatories to
the JCPOA, the 2015 nuclear deal they
have worked to dismantle during the
recent months of diplomatic disputes
over the issue.

Iranian President Masound Pezeshki-
an, meeting with UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres in New York, de-

-

nounced the move as the direct result
of American pressure and European
capitulation. “The implementation of
the snapback mechanism and return
of sanctions, despite Iran’s compliance
and opposition from Russia and China,
is both immoral and illegal,” Pezesh-
kian stated. He urged the UN chief to
use his authority to prevent this action,
which he argued rewards American
unilateralism and punishes Iranian
compliance.

The President also contrasted the swift
move to sanction Iran with the Secu-
rity Council’s continued failure to stop
Israel’s ongoing genocide in Gaza, an
accusation first put forth against the
regime by the International Court of
Justice, and confirmed by the UN itself
this month. Pezeshkian said there is a
glaring double standard in the interna-
tional body’s application of justice.
Iran’s Foreign Minister, Abbas Aragh-
chi, was even more pointed in his re-
marks following the vote. Addressing

‘| hetraved diplomacy. Europe buried it’

journalists, he laid out a methodical
case against the E3 and the United
States, placing the blame for the cur-
rent crisis squarely on their shoulders.
“Today’s crisis is the direct result of
U.S. withdrawal and Europe’s inaction.
The U.S. betrayed diplomacy. The E3
buried it,” Araghchi declared.

He reminded the world that the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
issued 15 consecutive reports confirm-
ing Iran’s full compliance with the 2015
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA). He detailed how Iran only be-
gan scaling back its own commitments
a full year after the U.S. illegally with-
drew from the deal in 2018, and only
after the E3 failed to honor their own
economic promises to Tehran.
Araghchi also highlighted the context
of “state terrorism” — referring to the
June U.S-Israeli attacks on Iranian nu-
clear facilities and the assassination of
scientists — that Iran endured without
a word of condemnation from its Eu-
ropean counterparts. Despite this, he
noted, Iran continued to act in good
faith, recently signing a new coopera-
tion framework with the IAEA on Sep-
tember 9.

“The E3, having breached the deal,
cannot claim ‘significant non-perfor-
mance’,” Araghchi argued, declaring
the snapback “illegal, void, and has no
standing.” He concluded with a warn-
ing: “Military attacks have failed. Snap-
back will fail, too. The only solution is
dialogue... Iran will never bow to pres-
sure. We respond only to respect.”

In a clear sign of Tehran’s displeasure,
the Iranian Foreign Ministry announced
on Saturday that it has summoned its

ambassadors to Germany, France, and
the UK for consultations.

The JCPOA, a landmark agreement
reached in 2015 after years of negotia-
tion, saw Iran agree to stringent limits
on its nuclear program in exchange for
the lifting of punishing sanctions. The
deal was unanimously endorsed by
the UN Security Council in Resolution
2231.

The current crisis began in 2018 when
the Trump administration unilaterally
withdrew the U.S. from the agreement
and reimposed harsh sanctions. While
the E3 initially expressed regret, they
ultimately failed to create a financial
mechanism to shield legitimate trade
with Iran from U.S. penalties, effec-
tively reneging on their own com-
mitments. After patiently waiting for
over a year, Iran began a gradual and
reversible reduction of its JCPOA ob-
ligations.

The “snapback” mechanism, a pro-
vision within Resolution 2231, was
designed to automatically reimpose
sanctions if Iran was found to be in
violation of the deal. However, the E3’s
use of this mechanism is considered
highly contentious, as the U.S., having
left the deal, claims it no longer partic-
ipates, while Iran and other signatories
argue the European move is an abuse
of process aimed at killing the agree-
ment for good.

Iran has said that once the UN sanc-
tions return, it would dump the deal
it signed with the IAEA in Cairo, and
indefinitely suspend cooperation with
the nuclear agency. Lawmakers, how-
ever, have asked for more measures,
like leaving the Non-Proliferation
(NPT) Treaty.

[nnocent lives at risk as mternational community fauls on human rlghts I’ezeshklan

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian
returned to Tehran on Saturday after ad-
dressing the 80th UN General Assembly
in New York, sharply criticizing the interna-
tional community for its failure to protect
civilians from the actions of the Zionist
regime.

“The fact that innocent people are being
killed while humanitarian aid is blocked ex-
poses the false face of those who claim to
defend human rights,” he said.

Pezeshkian traveled to New York on Tues-
day, September 22, to deliver his speech at
the UN General Assembly and hold a series
of bilateral meetings with leaders and offi-
cials from nine countries and international

organizations.

Upon his return, the president highlighted
the ongoing humanitarian crises in the re-
gion, particularly the plight of civilians af-
fected by the actions of the Zionist regime.
He also criticized the international commu-

nity for failing to act against the regime.
“The Zionist regime has thrown the region
into chaos, and international organizations,
including the UN Security Council, have
not issued a single ruling against it due to

U.S. vetoes,” Pezeshkian stated.

Commenting on broader human rights is-

sues, he added, “The spectacle unfolding in

the region reminds us that proclamations |

about human rights and women’s rights
are often nothing more than rhetoric.”

IAEA silence
showed alignment
with Israel in strik-

ing Tehran: Iran

nuclear chief

Iran’s nuclear chief has strong-
ly criticized the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
for failing to condemn June
Israeli strikes on the country’s
nuclear facilities, warning that
such silence effectively aligns
the agency with the attacks and
undermines trust. Mohammad
Eslami, Vice President of Iran
and head of the Atomic Ener-
gy Organization of Iran (AEOI),
made the remarks on the side-
lines of World Nuclear Week in
Moscow. He said the IAEA's in-
action following the strikes was
unacceptable and raised serious
questions about the body’s im-
partiality. “The IAEA's refusal to
condemn the Israeli regime’s at-
tacks on Iran’s nuclear facilities
means it was coordinated with
the military strike — that it is
part of the military attack,” Esla-
mi told reporters, in comments
carried by lIranian media. He
explained that Iran’s parliament
has enacted a clear law requiring
national institutions to act when
IAEA-registered and safeguard-
ed sites are attacked. “When our
facilities under IAEA supervision
are hit and neither the Agency,
the UN Security Council, nor
the Board of Governors con-
demns it, what does that mean?
It means they are complicit,” he
said. Eslami argued that Iran
cannot place trust in internation-
al institutions that fail to respond
to acts of aggression. “This is di-
rectly tied to our national securi-
ty. The IAEA was legally obliged
to condemn these attacks. We
informed the Agency in writing,
reported under the safeguards
system, and expected action
under its own Statute. Failure
to condemn is itself a cause of
mistrust,” he said. On the future
of Iran’s cooperation with the
IAEA, the AEQI chief was clear:
“Our law is explicit, and until its
conditions are met, cooperation
will not resume. The Foreign
Ministry has also set conditions.
Any dialogue and agreement
reached with the Agency must
be pursued on the basis of those
conditions.” Turning to ongo-
ing negotiations more broadly,
Eslami stressed that Iran views
talks as genuine dialogue, not
predetermined outcomes. “Ne-
gotiation means discussion and
agreement. If you declare the re-
sultin advance, that is not nego-
tiation. Real talks must have an
agenda and produce balanced,
fair, and appropriate decisions,”
he said. “This is the policy of the
Islamic Republic of Iran,” Eslami
added. “Anyone who speaks of
negotiations must demonstrate
the will and readiness to act
accordingly.” On June 13, Israel
launched a blatant and unpro-
voked act of aggression against
Iran, sparking a 12-day war that
left at least 1,064 Iranians dead,
including senior military com-
manders, nuclear scientists, and
civilians. The conflict escalated
further when the United States
intervened by bombing three
Iranian  nuclear facilities—a
move condemned by Tehran as
a grave violation of international
law. Iran responded forceful-
ly. Its Armed Forces launched
strikes on strategic Israeli sites
across the occupied territories
and also targeted the al-Udeid
air base in Qatar, the largest U.S.
military installation in West Asia.
By June 24, Iranian counter-op-
erations succeeded in halting the
joint Israeli-American assault.
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Annual in-

flation rises
t0 37.5% in

Economic

September

Iran’s annual inflation rate reached 37.5
percent in the last month of summer (Au-
gust 23-September 22), up 1.2 percent-
age points from the previous month, the
Statistical Center of Iran said.

The consumer price index (CPI) stood at
384.6, marking a 3.8 percent rise com-
pared with a month earlier.
Year-on-year inflation, or point-to-point

inflation, was 45.3 percent, meaning
households paid nearly half as much
more for a comparable basket of goods
and services compared with the same
month last year. Monthly inflation for
households was 3.8 percent, with food,
beverages and tobacco rising 5.2 per-
cent, while non-food goods and services
increased 3.0 percent.

Dont Throw Out

‘Israel a threat to
all’, Larijani says

our almon Skin-16 Way More Nutettious Than You Thik

in Beirut during By: Source:
commemoration You may want to reconsider removing the skin from  ducing inflammation and supporting cell health.3 ' » .
of Hezbollah late your salmon before cooking or serving it. Salmon skin - 6. Supports Cognitive Health - \I“ :
is safe to eat and can add flavor, texture, and essen- ~ Omega-3s are associated with a reduced risk of — y 5
leaders tial nutrients to your meal, as well as provide potential  Alzheimer's disease and other cognitive conditions,

Iran’s top security official Ali Lar-
ijani has warned that the Zionist
regime poses a threat to all coun-
tries in the region, emphasizing
that recent developments—in-
cluding the attack in Qatar—have and increase muscle mass.

made Israel's aggressive behav- 2. Good Source of Omega-3 Fatty Acids and Healthy
ior increasingly clear. Fats

Larijani made the remarks upon Salmon skin is a good source of polyunsaturated fats,
his arrival in Beirut on Saturday, particularly omega-3 fatty acids, though the exact
where he is attending ceremo- amount varies based on the type of salmon.

nies commemorating Hezbollah’s 3. No Carbohydrates

fallen leaders, including Hassan Plain salmon skin lacks carbohydrates,1 so it does not
Nasrallah and Hashem Safi al- rapidly increase blood sugar. It is potentially suitable
Din. for people on a low-carbohydrate diet.

Speaking to reporters, Larijani 4. Promotes Bone and Joint Health

said that the purpose of his visit Salmon skin's protein, vitamin D, and omega-3 fatty
is not only to honor Lebanon’s acid content23 may boost bone and joint health. Vi-
martyrs but also to reaffirm Teh- tamin D is essential for calcium absorption, which is
ran’s support for the country’s vital for supporting bone health.

Resistance movement and its 5. May Lower Cancer Risk

historic role in defending Leba- The omega-3 fatty acids found in salmon skin may
non. “Lebanon may be a small help lower the risk of specific types of cancer by re-
country, but it has a strong na-
tion. The Resistance was born
out of the Lebanese people and
today stands as a fortress against
Israel, a source of pride for the
entire Islamic world,” he said.
The Iranian official noted that the
interval between his previous
visit to Beirut and this one has
seen significant developments
in the region. “The behavior of
the Zionist regime has become
much clearer to all nations. What
Martyr Nasrallah warned about

health benefits.

1. Good Source of Protein

Salmon skin is a good source of protein. One 15-gram
(half-ounce) crispy salmon skin snack has 10 grams
of protein.1 This added protein may help repair tissue

potentially helping to boost brain function.3

7. Supports Eye Health

Omega-3s can contribute to eye health and po-
tentially lower the risk of age-related macular de-
generation (AMD), a leading cause of vision loss in
older adults.3

8. May Support Gut Health

Although more research is needed, the nutrients in
salmon skin, like omega-3s, may positively benefit gut
health.4 They may help maintain a healthy gut micro-
biome, reduce inflammation, and support digestion.
9. Supports Heart Health

The omega-3s in salmon skin and salmon flesh have
many known health benefits, including reducing the
risk of cardiovascular disease.3

10. Supports Skin and Hair Health

Salmon skin protein, omega-3s, antioxidants, and
other nutrients may positively benefit skin and hair
health.5 Omega-3s help maintain skin elasticity, hy-
dration, and overall appearance, while your hair and
skin need protein for growth and maintenance.

11. May Support Wound Healing

12. Provides Vitamins and Minerals

Y

At the BRICS 2025 meeting in Hangzhou, China, Iran highlighted the role of free
trade zones in strengthening digital economic integration among member states,
according to the Secretariat of Iran’s Free and Special Economic Zones High Council.
Esfandiar Shahmansouri, deputy for economic development and investment at the
council, represented Iran alongside legal deputy Meysam Safarzadeh, IRNA reported.
He described Iran as a “crossroads of East and West” and said its free zones, with
access to CIS and Eurasian markets, could become key regional logistics and trade
hubs.

He pointed to southern free zones such as Kish, Qeshm, Chabahar and Arvand,
which connect to Persian Gulf markets, as well as northern zones like Anzali, Aras

and Maku, which link to Russia and Eurasia. The railway network connecting these
hubs, he said, provides the fastest and most cost-effective north-south trade route.
Iran’s proposals for deeper BRICS cooperation included developing joint transport
corridors and free zones, investing in energy and bunkering projects, expanding
knowledge-based industries and innovation centers, promoting medical tourism,
and easing financial and banking exchanges.

On the sidelines, Iranian delegates met with BRICS country representatives and sen-
ior Chinese free zone officials, submitted draft memoranda of understanding, and
advanced talks on a cooperation agreement under the supervision of Reza Masrour,
Iran’s top free zone official.

decades ago is now evident to
everyone,” Larijani said. He high-
lighted that regional countries
are increasingly seeking mech-
anisms for cooperation in re-
sponse to shared threats, calling
such collaboration “the correct
approach” and affirming Iran’s
full support for it.

Larijani also praised the historical
ties between Iran and Lebanon,
emphasizing that friendship be-
tween the two nations has deep-
ened in recent years. “We have
always supported the presence
of strong, independent govern-
ments,” he said. “We hope that
developments in Lebanon will
always serve the interests of its
people and create conditions for
forming a strong and independ-
ent government.”

During his visit, Larijani also met
with Lebanese Parliament Speak-
er Nabih Berri and Prime Minis-
ter Nawaf Salam. Moreover, he
participated in memorial events
honoring Hezbollah leaders and
fighters, highlighting the ongoing
significance of the Resistance
movement in Lebanon’s security
and political landscape.

At a press conference, Larijani
underscored Hezbollah’s central
role in countering Israeli aggres-
sion, praising the late Nasrallah
as a visionary who recognized
the threat of Israel decades ago
and built a movement of young
fighters capable of defending
Lebanon. “What Hassan Nasral-
lah understood decades ago is
now visible across the region.
He foresaw the danger posed by
Israel and put a plan into action
that produced a strong, resilient
generation,” Larijani said.
Addressing speculation that Iran
provides Hezbollah with weap-
ons or issues direct orders,
Larijani dismissed such claims.
“Hezbollah does not need weap-
ons from elsewhere; it is already
strong enough. Sheikh Naim Qa-
ssem is a respected leader who
determines what is in Lebanon’s
best interest. We support his ap-
proach but do not give orders to
anyone,” he said.

My father, then my hushand’
One woman's sacrifices for ran

Soraya Kazemi is among the thou-
sands of Iranian millennials who lost
their fathers during Irag’s invasion of
Iran. Her father, a soldier at the time,
passed away shortly after being ex-
posed to Saddam Hussein’s chem-
ical weapons — weapons that were
provided by Germany, and put to use
based on American intelligence.

“My father was martyred when | was
four. Living without a father was hard.
But | learned to live with his memo-
ries, even if those memories weren’t
mine,” she explained.

When Soraya was in her early 20s,
she met Gholam-Ali Najafi, a young
member of Iran’s Army. They mar-
ried in the early 2000s and went on
to have three children: two daughters
and one son. | asked if she hesitated
at all to marry a military man, given
her experience of losing her father.
“No, | wasn’t concerned about the
dangers of his job,” she replied.
“That’s because | didn’t really think
that we would encounter another war
after the one with Saddam.”

Soraya explained that life with a mem-
ber of the military, nonetheless, still
presented its challenges. Gholam-Ali
served in the Army’s air defense unit,
which required him to move to differ-
ent provinces and work long hours.
“He was a good husband and father,
but work was still his number one pri-
ority,” she said. “He told me that he
had a big responsibility as a member
of the Army, and he must do anything
he can to ensure the safety of the Ira-
nian people.”

Despite the birthdays, New Year cel-
ebrations, and difficult days she had
to spend apart from her husband,
Soraya was still thankful that at the end
of the day, she had him by her side.
But reality had proved different on
the Wednesday morning | met her at

the headquarters of the northern unit
of Iran’s Air Defense Force. We were
there for a ceremony honoring the sev-
en servicemen martyred during Israel’s
June war against Iran. One of the mar-
tyrs revered that day was Gholam-Ali,
Soraya’s beloved husband.

Second Brigadier General Gholam-Ali
Najafi had become a well-respected
figure within Iran’s Air Defense Force
over his nearly two-and-a-half dec-
ades of service. He was particularly
known for dedicating his life to the
defenses surrounding the Fordow
nuclear site, near the lranian city
of Qom, one of his colleagues told
me. “General Najafi had devoted his
life to safeguarding Iranian nuclear
sites. Most recently, he had become
a member of the logistics team,” he
added. General Najafi was martyred
on June 15, the third day of the war,
during the enemy’s strikes on For-
dow. It was unclear to me whether he
was repairing the damaged defense
systems or operating one of them at
the time of the attack.

Years after losing her father, Soraya
has now lost her hushand to the same
forces. Just as Saddam was a proxy
attacking Iran on behalf of the U.S.,
so too was Israel, which struck Irani-
an nuclear, military, and civilian infra-
structure during 12 days of illegal and
unwarranted aggression.

“Even when the war had started, |
didn’t think | would lose my husband.
When | talked to him on the phone,
he was always in a rush, but he didn’t
seem scared or anything like that. |
later found out that anyone who was
in air defense units knew they were
the first in the line of fire,” she stated.
“I cannot tell you that losing my hus-
band hasn’t been difficult. We have
spent extremely difficult days during
the past couple of months. But at the

same time, | know Gholam-Ali sacri-
ficed himself for something he loved
the most: his country and his people.”
Speaking to Soraya and some of the
other family members of the martyrs
during the ceremony was deeply emo-
tional. Watching the videos that the
headquarters had prepared and dis-
played during the ceremony was also
profoundly sad. Like Soraya, | found
it difficult to accept that people had
died in a war that took place in 2025.
But when | looked at all the soldiers
present, most of whom had worked
alongside the martyrs during those
12 days, | didn’t see sadness, regret,
disbelief, or fear. | saw determination.
“There was a soldier who served
during the 12-day war. He was com-
pleting his two years of mandatory
military service, which all able-bod-
ied men in Iran must fulfill,” said
one of the commanders present at
the ceremony. “He was scheduled to
be discharged last week. He came to
me crying, saying he didn’t want to
leave because he had heard that Is-
rael might attack Iran again soon. |
only discharged him after he made
me promise him that | would take
him back if another war occurs,” he
told me.

The commander emphasized that
while the military mourns its mar-
tyrs, no one believes the fight is an-
ywhere near over. “What they want
is for Iran to give up all its power,
not just its nuclear capabilities. They
want our sovereignty and integrity,”
he explained. “But | want the people
to know that we are ready. We have
never been more prepared to defend
our country.”

He added that since the war halted on
June 25, Iran has both increased its
strengths, and addressed its weak-
nesses.

Iran’s agriculture exports rose by
32 percent in the previous Iranian
calendar year (ended in late March),
Agriculture  Minister Gholamreza
Nouri Qezeljeh said on Saturday.
According to the official, the sector
grew by 5.6 percentage points last
year, rebounding from a negative
2.4 percent contraction to reach
positive growth of 3.2 percent.
Speaking at the opening of the Na-
tional Conference on the New Crop
Year, Nouri said the improvement
exceeded the 5.5 percent growth
target set under Iran’s Seventh Na-
tional Development Plan.

The trade deficit in agriculture also
narrowed by $3.0 billion, improving
from minus $11 billion to minus
$8.0 billion, he said.

“This is a big step in the econom-
ic development of the agricultural
sector,” Nouri added, noting that the
gains marked a shift in both produc-
tion and external trade.

The minister credited farmers’
management and resilience during
drought conditions, saying no food
shortages occurred and domestic
demand was met, including during
the New Year season without reli-
ance on public funds.

The minister outlined several out-

i SESS

Aoriculture exports
jump 32% as sector shows recovery

comes in the latest crop year, includ-
ing a reduction in foreign currency
demand for basic imports from
$16.4 billion to $8.0 billion, saving
$1.0 billion in debt repayments, a 27
percent rise in sugar output moving
toward self-sufficiency, a 12 percent
increase in fish farming, and a 27
percent expansion in aquaculture.
He said Iran is planning for self-suf-
ficiency in tropical fruits, especially
bananas, to reduce import depend-
ency. Distribution of farm inputs in
rural and nomadic areas rose by
22 percent, while the penetration of
subsidized inputs among villagers
increased by 29 percent.

Other achievements included a sev-
en percent increase in raw milk pro-
duction, a 54 percent rise in tropical
fruit output, a 15 percent growth in
input production, a 69 percent ex-
pansion in insurance coverage, and
participation in 230 international
events.

Future plans include self-sufficiency
in meat production and reducing
import reliance, Nouri said, though
challenges such as water scarcity
remain. He emphasized the use of
modern technology to boost effi-
ciency in water use and resource
management.
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