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Projects defined
to construct 3-MW
solar power plants

The executor of the 3-mega-
watt solar power plant pro-
jects elaborated on the pro-
cess of constructing these
power plants in the country.
Mohammad Doust-Moham-
madi, the executor of the
3-megawatt solar power plant
projects, stated: “At the end
of Bahman last year (Febru-
ary 2024), under the directive
of the President regarding
addressing the electricity
supply-demand  imbalance,
a mission was assigned to
construct 1,000 solar power
plants with a capacity of 3
megawatts each. This initia-
tive was placed on the agenda
of the Ministry of Energy and
the SATBA (Renewable Ener-
gy and Energy Efficiency Or-
ganization) group.”

He added: “Overall, after six
months, we are witness-
ing that these power plants,
which were planned to fa-
cilitate grid connection, are
gradually being connected to
the national electricity grid.”
“Today, we see that 54 meg-
awatts from these power
plants are being connected
to the grid in the provinces
of Qom, Tehran, Semnan,
Alborz, Markazi, Qazvin, and
Isfahan”, he added.

The energy production of
these power plants amounts
to 268 kilowatt-hours, which
is equivalent to saving 26 mil-
lion cubic meters of liquid fuel
used in thermal power plants,
the official further announced.

Shia and Sunni
scholars unite
to condemn Is-
raeli aggression
against Iran

Shia and Sunni scholars
across Iran and the wider
Muslim world have issued
strong condemnations of Is-
rael’s war on Iran, framing re-
sistance as a sacred duty that
transcends sectarian divides.
In  Tehran, a declaration
signed by 1,500 Sunni clerics
reaffirmed that confronting
the Zionist regime is both a
national responsibility and a
divine obligation, rooted in
the Quranic call to “strive in
the path of God.” The state-
ment underscored that Iran’s
defense against Israeli attacks
has united all ethnic and reli-
gious communities, deepen-
ing bonds across the nation.
In a gathering at the Imam
Khomeini  Hosseiniya  on
Wednesday, coinciding with
celebrations of the Prophet
Muhammad’s (PBUH) birth-
day and National Unity Week,
Shia and Sunni scholars came
together to denounce Israel’s
war on Iran and reaffirm the
need for Muslim solidarity.
Leading Sunni scholars em-
phasized that solidarity with
Iran is not confined to its bor-
ders. The Sheikh of al-Azhar
in Egypt took the unprece-
dented step of voicing sup-
port for Iran against Israeli
aggression. In addition, one
hundred prominent Sunni
scholars from across the Is-
lamic world condemned Tel
Aviv’s “war crimes” during the
12-day imposed conflict, urg-
ing collective Muslim action.
Together, Shia and Sunni
leaders stressed that Israel’s
continued crimes, from Gaza
to Iran, represent the fore-
most challenge facing the
Muslim world today.
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Iranian Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Araghchi paid an official
visit to Tunisia on Wednesday,
holding high-level talks with
President Kais Saied, Foreign
Minister Mohamed Ali Naf-
ti, and other senior officials,
as part of his broader tour of
North Africa.

The discussions focused on
strengthening bilateral rela-
tions and coordinating regional
positions in the face of mount-
ing Israeli aggression.
Meeting with President Saied
In his meeting with Tunisian
President Kais Saied, Araghchi
emphasized Iran’s satisfaction
with the growing trajectory
of Tehran—Tunis relations. He
praised Tunisia’s principled
stances on regional develop-

IR K G

ments, particularly its firm
support for the Palestinian
cause and its condemnation of
recent U.S. and Israeli attacks,
including strikes on Iran.
President Saied described
Iran—-Tunisia  relations  as
“brotherly,” stressing that they
are built on mutual respect, un-
derstanding, and convergence
of views. He reaffirmed Tuni-
sia’s determination to expand
cooperation across all fields of
shared concern, including eco-
nomic exchanges, tourism, and
regional diplomacy.

Both sides exchanged views on
regional crises, with particular
focus on the humanitarian ca-
tastrophe in Gaza. They con-
demned the ongoing genocide
and crimes of the Israeli regime
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against Palestinians, its repeat-
ed aggressions against neigh-
boring states, and the recent
terrorist attack on Qatar. The
two leaders called for stronger
regional cooperation to counter
Israeli warmongering.

Talks with Tunisian Foreign
Minister

Earlier in the day, Araghchi was
welcomed by Tunisian Foreign
Minister Mohamed Ali Nafti.
The two ministers reviewed
the steady growth in bilateral
ties and agreed on steps to
further expand cooperation
in economic, trade, scientific,
medical, cultural, and tourism
sectors.

They highlighted the impor-
tance of establishing direct
flights between Tehran and Tu-

nis, saying this would provide
a major boost to economic and
tourism links. Both sides also
agreed to convene a session
of the Joint Economic Com-
mission in Tehran in the near
future to accelerate practical
cooperation.

On regional issues, the two
ministers  expressed  strong
concern over the worsening
humanitarian crisis in Gaza and
condemned Israel’s aggression
in the occupied Palestinian ter-
ritories. They also denounced
Tuesday’s lIsraeli terrorist at-
tack against Qatar, which tar-
geted the political leadership of
Hamas and resulted in multiple
civilian casualties.

Foreign Minister Nafti further
reaffirmed Tunisia’s position
in condemning U.S. and Is-
raeli strikes on Iran’s peaceful
nuclear facilities, calling them
a violation of Iran’s sovereign-
ty. He stressed the right of all
Non-Proliferation Treaty mem-
bers, including Iran, to develop
nuclear energy for peaceful
purposes. He also commended
Tehran’s constructive engage-
ment with the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA),
urging all parties to adopt a
diplomatic and cooperative ap-
proach.

Joint press conference

Later on Wednesday evening,
Araghchi held a joint press
conference in Tunis, during
which he highlighted the out-
comes of his meetings with Tu-
nisian officials and addressed
regional security challenges.

isia; n and Tunisia pledoe stronger ties, condemn Israeli agoression
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“The Zionist regime poses the
greatest threat to peace and
security in our region, and con-
fronting it requires a collective
regional decision,” he said.
Araghchi added that his dis-
cussions with President Saied
and Foreign Minister Nafti had
focused on Israel's attacks
across the region, including
against Palestinians in Gaza
and the West Bank, as well as
in Lebanon, Syria, Yemen, Iran,
and most recently Qatar.

“We are grateful for Tunisia’s
clear and firm stance in con-
demning the cowardly aggres-
sion of the Zionist regime and
the United States against the
Islamic Republic of Iran,” he
stated. “Tunisia’s position in
condemning these attacks and
in expressing solidarity with
the people of Iran was both de-
cisive and transparent.”

The foreign minister also
recalled Tunisian President
Saied’s trip to Iran last year to
attend the funeral of the late
Iranian President Ebrahim Rai-
si and his meeting with Leader
of the Islamic Revolution Aya-
tollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei,
describing it as a turning point
in bilateral ties.

Araghchi further announced
that the two sides had made
“good decisions” to expand
cooperation in tourism, med-
icine, science, and culture. He
confirmed that the Iran-Tunisia
Joint Economic Commission
would convene soon in Tehran
to follow up on the agreements
reached during his visit.

Iran is negotiating with several Chinese
companies to develop solar power
plants and battery energy storage sys-
tems (BESS) as part of efforts to boost
renewable capacity, a senior official at
the Iran Power Generation, Transmis-

Iran in talks th Chinese

sion and Distribution Company (Tavan-
ir) said.

Mohammad Allahdad, Tavani’s deputy
for transmission and foreign trade, told
IRNA that Chinese firms were chosen
because they are global leaders in solar

panel installation and storage systems.
“With Iran moving toward expanding
solar power plants, given the country’s
high number of sunny days, we must
use storage systems to increase effi-
ciency,” he said. “Solar plants can only
generate during the day, but with these
systems, their electricity can be used at
night.”

Allahdad said talks were held with two
major Chinese companies active in
solar energy. He noted that China op-
erates the world’s largest fleet of solar
power plants, many of which are paired
with storage systems.

The official added that Chinese com-
panies also have strong expertise in
pumped-storage hydropower plants
and have previously partnered with
Iranian firms in dam construction. He
said the talks included provisions for
transferring technical know-how on
storage systems to Iranian companies

firms to expand solar, eneray storage projects

alongside joint solar development.
According to Allahdad, this coopera-
tion would both advance Iran’s solar
expansion plans and localize storage
technology.

The International Energy Agency (IEA)
has projected that rapid growth in solar
and wind generation pushed renewa-
bles beyond 4,000 terawatt-hours in
2024, and output is set to exceed 6,000
TWh by 2026. Renewables are expect-
ed to supply over 90 percent of the
increase in global electricity demand
through 2026, supported by rising hy-
dropower production.

The IEA said demand growth, forecast
at 3.3 percent in 2025 and 3.7 percent
in 2026, will outpace the 2015-2023
average, driven by industrial consump-
tion, higher household appliance use,
growing reliance on air conditioning,
electrification of heating and transport,
and expansion of data centers.

Bam Khatoon handed tough draw at AFC Wom-
en’s Champions League 2025/26

The AFC Women'’s Champions League
2025/26 cast discovered their path to glo-
ry following the Group Stage Draw at the
AFC House in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on
Thursday.

The 12 teams were divided into three groups
for the second edition of the continental
showpiece and will do battle in a centralized
league format between Nov. 9 to 23, 2025.
Group A will see top seeds and last sea-
son’s beaten finalists Australia’s Melbourne
City FC doing battle with hosts Ho Chi Minh
City FC of Vietnam, Philippines’ Stallion
Laguna FC and Lion City Sailors FC of Sin-
gapore.

Group B comprises defending champions
and hosts Wuhan Jiangda Women’s FC of
China PR, Islamic Republic of Iran’s Bam
Khatoon FC, East Bengal FC of India and
Uzbekistan’s PFC Nasaf.

The Group C challenge will be between Su-
won FC Women of Korea Republic, Japan's
Tokyo Verdy Beleza, Naegohyang Women’s
FC of DPR Korea and Myanmar’s ISPE WFC

who will host the group.

The group stage matches in Myanmar will
be held between November 9 and 15, with
games in Vietnam scheduled for Novem-
ber 13 to 19 and fixtures in China PR to be
played from November 17 to 23.

Following the Group Stage, eight clubs —
the top two finishers of each group and the
two overall best third-placed clubs—will ad-
vance to the Knockout Stage, with the sin-
gle-leg Quarter-final pairings to be decided
by a draw and played in March 2026.

The centralized Semi-finals and Final are
scheduled for May 20 to 23, 2026.

Draw Result

Group A: Melbourne City FC (AUS), Ho Chi
Minh City Women's FC (VIE, hosts), Stallion
Laguna FC (PHI), Lion City Sailors FC (SGP)
Group B: Wuhan Jiangda Women's FC
(CHN, hosts), Bam Khatoon FC (IRN), East
Bengal FC (IND), PFC Nasaf (UZB)

Group C: Suwon FC Women (KOR), Tokyo
Verdy Beleza (JPN), Naegohyang Women’s
FC (PRK), ISPE WFC (MYA, hosts)

Iran advance to AFC
125 Asian Cup Saudi
Arabia 2026

Iran held off a fightback from the United
Arab Emirates to top Group | of the AFC
U23 Asian Cup Saudi Arabia 2026 Qual-
ifiers Group | with a 3-2 win on Tuesday.
Iran will make a return to the Finals after
having missed out on the 2024 edition,
with UAE also going through as one of
the four best runner-ups.

An exciting first half saw Iran breaking
the deadlock in the 25th minute when
Ahmad Yadoo’s clearance from Moham-
madhossein Sadeghi’s cross hit Amir-
mohammad Razaghinia, with the ball
landing in the back of the net.

Oozing confidence, Iran doubled their
advantage in the 36th minute thanks to
Saeid Saharkhizan’s glancing header
from a perfect Javad Hosseinnezhad
free-kick delivery, the-afc.com reported.

[t became 3-0 six minutes later after
UAE’s Matar Alshamsi brought down
Yadegar Rostami in the box, with Sa-
harkhizan making no mistake from 12
yards.

UAE gave themselves a lifeline four min-
utes into first half added time as Mayed
Alkas pounced on a rebound to set up an
enticing second half.

The second half was a more cagey affair
- until the 72nd minute at least - when
UAE found their second goal, Jumah Al-
mansoori winning possession off Pouria
Latififar in Iran’s box before lifting the ball
past the advancing Mohammad Khalifeh.
That led to the UAE laying siege on the
Iran goalmouth but the equalizer was
not to materialise as the Central Asians
topped the group.
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Iran, Pakistan,
Turkey agree
with ECO to re-
vive ITl transit
rail corridor

Iran, Pakistan and Tur-
key have agreed with the
Economic  Cooperation
Organization (ECO) to re-
vive monthly freight ser-
vices along the 6,540-km
Istanbul-Tehran—Islam-
abad (ITI) rail corridor,
aiming to cut trade times
and boost regional com-
petitiveness.

During a two-day meet-
ing in Islamabad, repre-
sentatives from the three
countries and ECO Sec-
retary-General ~ Khusrav
Noziri, joined by senior
officials from Pakistan
Railways, pledged to re-
move tariff, customs and
logistics  barriers  that
have hindered the route’s
operation.

The parties signed a
memorandum  outlining
commitments to harmo-
nized and competitive
freight ftariffs, reliable
train schedules, full train
loading at both ends,
customs facilitation and
improved transshipment
procedures at border
crossings.

One key outcome was the
agreement to operate at
least one freight train per
month along the ITI corri-
dor. The service, covering
6,540 kilometers in under
10 days — about one-
third the time of maritime
transport — is expected
to cut costs and speed
up trade among the three
nations.

Officials described the
move as a significant step
toward strengthening re-
gional transport cooper-
ation and positioning the
ITI corridor as a compet-
itive alternative for Eura-
sian trade flows.

The ITI rail corridor,
launched as a pilot pro-
ject in 2009 under the
ECO framework, was
envisioned as a strategic
land route linking South
Asia with Europe via Tur-
key. While the line has
seen intermittent servic-
es over the past decade,
technical hurdles, uneven
infrastructure and lack of
tariff coordination pre-
vented its regular use.
Pakistan, Iran and Turkey
have long argued that the
ITI corridor could trans-
form regional connectiv-
ity by offering a cheaper
and faster alternative to
sea freight. It also has
potential to integrate with
the International North—
South Transport Corridor
(INSTC) and China’s Belt
and Road Initiative, cre-
ating a wider Eurasian
logistics network.

For landlocked Central
Asian states, the ITI
could open new access
to seaports in Pakistan,
while Turkey views it as
a complementary route
to its role as a transit hub
between Asia and Europe.
Iran, situated at the heart
of the corridor, stands to
benefit from transit reve-
nues and stronger region-
al trade links amid efforts
to diversify its economy.
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Tehran, Yere-
van discuss ex-
panding energy

cooperation

Iran and Armenia have
held talks on expanding
cooperation in the energy
sector, including trade in
petroleum products and
potential supplies of lig-
uefied gas, during meet-
ings between senior offi-
cials of the two countries.
Mohammad Sadegh
Azimifar, managing di-
rector of the National
Iranian Qil Refining and
Distribution ~ Company,
met Armenian Economy
Minister Gevorg Papoy-
an and Deputy Minister
Armen Simonyan in Ye-
revan, accompanied by
Iran’s ambassador, the
company said.
Papoyan welcomed clos-
er energy ties and ex-
pressed Armenia’s inter-
est in importing liquefied
gas from Iran, describing
it as a basis for long-term
and mutually beneficial
cooperation that would
also enhance his coun-
try’s energy security.
He cited opportunities
for future collaboration
in areas such as petro-
leum trade, development
of liquefied and natural
gas infrastructure, joint
investments in energy
projects, and better use
of regional transport and
logistics networks.

In a separate meeting,
Azimifar also held dis-
cussions with  Deputy
Economy Minister Si-
monyan on joint plans
for fuel production and
trade.

Esteghlal lose
to Esteghlal
Khuzestan,

Tractor emerge
victorious

Esteghlal football team
suffered a 1-0 loss
against Esteghlal Khuz-
estan in Matchweek 3 of
2025/26 Iran’s Persian
Gulf Professional League
(PGPL) on Friday.

In the match held in Ah-
vaz's Foolad Arena, Mo-
hammad Sharifi was on
target in the 34th minute.
Esteghlal Khuzestan were
reduced to 10-man in the
78th minute, after Hamid
Bouhamdan received his
second yellow card.
Earlier in the day, defend-
ing champions Tractor
defeated Aluminum 4-1
in a home game.
Domagoj Drozdek scored
a hat-trick as well as a
goal from Regi Lushkja.
Behrouz Norouzifard
found the back of the net
for Aluminum.
Kheybar ~ Khoramabad
and Fajr Sepasi shared
the spoils in a 1-1 draw
and Gol Gohar were held
to a 1-1 draw against
Sepahan.

On Saturday, Persepolis
will host Foolad in Teh-
ran, Shams Azar host
Paykan, Zob Ahan face
Mes Rafsanjan in Isfahan
and Chadormalou play
Malavan in Yazd.
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There are many reasons to look for coffee
alternatives for your daily energy boost.
Coffee may make you feel a little too “jit-
tery” or irritate your stomach, or perhaps
you are pregnant and need to avoid caffeine
for a while.

Whether you want to give up coffee alto-
gether or just cut back, many healthy caf-
feinated and caffeine-free options exist.

1. Matcha

Matcha is a powdered green tea known for
its color, earthy flavor, and health benefits,
many of which are attributed to an antioxi-
dant called epigallocatechin gallate (EGCG).
Researchers have linked this antioxidant

to reduced inflammation, improved heart
health, and potential protection against cer-
tain cancers.1

Many people prefer it to coffee due to the
less dramatic jolt of energy it provides.
Though matcha contains caffeine, it is also
rich in L-theanine, an amino acid that pro-
motes a more sustained boost in energy
and focus. The combination of caffeine and
L-theanine supports short-term attention
and cognition.2

You can make matcha at home by mixing
matcha powder into hot water or milk.

2. Chai

One cup of chai tea prepared with milk con-

‘(ﬂ’ll

Source:
By:

tains around 21 milligrams (mg) of caffeine,
compared to 90 mg in one cup of black
coffee.34

Short for “masala chai,” chai is a black tea
made with warm spices, such as cinnamon,
cardamom, ginger, cloves, and black pep-
per. Though black tea does contain caffeine,
it has less caffeine than one cup of coffee.
The spices used to make chai tea also offer
health benefits, such as support forimmune
and heart health, reduced inflammation, and
improved digestion.5

Like other teas, you can prepare chai with
hot water or your favorite milk.

3. Mushroom Coffee

Asian Aquatlcs along with China, Kuwait, Uzbeki-
. . stan, and Hong Kong.
ChamplonShIpS Japan, Kazakhstan, India, Thai-

Mushroom coffee is what it sounds like: a
unique pairing of ground coffee beans and
dried, ground functional mushrooms. De-
pending on the type of coffee, it may or may
not contain caffeine.

4. Chicory Coffee

Chicory coffee is made from roasted chic-
ory root, an herb with a flavor similar to
that of conventional coffee. It's naturally
caffeine-free, making it a nice alternative for
those who like the taste of coffee but don’t
want the stimulating effect.

Chicory root is high in inulin, a type of preb-
iotic fiber (essentially, fuel for friendly gut
bacteria).1011 It also has a mild laxative

Iran’s men’s water polo team
discovered their fate at the 11th B

know rivals at 2025 Asian Aquatics Championships.

Team Melli are drawn in Group A

land, and Singapore are in Group

Iran will play China in their open-
ing match on Oct. 4.

The 11th Asian Aquatics Champi-
onships will be held from Sept. 28
to Oct. 10 in Ahmedabad, India.

Some Healthy Coflee
atives for Your Morning Boost

effect that may be helpful if you are experi-
encing constipation.12

5. Mint Tea

Mint tea is made by brewing spearmint or
peppermint leaves in hot water. It's naturally
caffeine-free, and though it does not provide
an energy boost, many people appreciate its
cooling effect on the senses.

A smooth mint tea might provide some di-
gestive health benefits, possibly helping al-
leviate complaints like bloating, indigestion,
and nausea. Lab studies have also found
that peppermint has antimicrobial and anti-
viral properties, which may help keep harm-
ful germs at bay.13

The price of Iran’s heavy crude fell in August in line with
declines across OPEC’s basket of crudes, the producer

group said in its latest monthly report.

Iran’s heavy crude averaged $69.18 a barrel in August,
down $1.63 from $70.81 in July. The year-to-date aver-
age stood at $71.69, compared with $82.86 in the same

period of 2024.

The OPEC basket averaged $69.73 a barrel in August, a
month-on-month drop of $1.24. So far this year, it has
averaged $71.61, down from $83.04 in the same period

for forward delivery.

bpd to 3.22 million bpd.

last year. Benchmark Brent crude dropped $2.71 a barrel
in August, while U.S. West Texas Intermediate fell $3.29

OPEC crude production rose by 478,000 barrels per day
(bpd) in August to 27.95 million bpd, the report said, cit-
ing secondary sources. Iran’s output slipped by 27,000

Production by OPEC’s allies in the wider OPEC+ group
rose by 31,000 bpd to 14.45 million bpd. Combined
OPEC+ output stood at 42.40 million bpd, an increase of

2025.

The upbeat outlook came shortly after OPEC+ agreed on
Sunday to raise production quotas from October, as Sau-
di Arabia, the group’s largest producer, seeks to regain

market share.

After Cauro talks, a cautious resumption of Iran-IAEA cooperation

After a meeting in Cairo between Iranian
Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi and the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
Director General Rafael Grossi, Iran and
the IAEA agreed to resume cooperation
on Tuesday, an agreement that seemingly
pleased Grossi but created a bedlam in the
Iranian parliament.

Grossi was all smiles as he posed for
pictures with Araghchi and the Egyptian
president in the room where his three-hour
meeting with the Iranian diplomat was
held. Araghchi did not appear as cheerful, a
contrast also evident in a subsequent press
conference the two men held in Cairo.

The agreement, reached after four rounds
of comprehensive talks, received almost
immediate backlash from Iranian lawmak-
ers, who had suspended cooperation with
the UN nuclear watchdog after Iran’s nucle-
ar sites came under attack by Israel and the
United States during a 12-day war in June.
Conservative MP Amir-Hossein Sabeti
voiced his opposition to the deal on X,
stating that it is “against Iran’s national
interests” and will “pave the way” for fur-
ther U.S.-Israeli attacks on Iranian nucle-
ar sites. Sabeti is one of the most vocal
anti-West and anti-IAEA figures in Irani-
an politics. He entered politics through
Saeed Jalili, the rival of President Masoud
Pezeshkian during the 2024 presidential
elections. Jalili previously led Iran’s top
security body and served as the chief ne-
gotiator for Iran’s nuclear program before
Araghchi, then deputy to Foreign Minister
Javad Zarif, succeeded him and signed the
JCPOA with the P5+1 in 2015.

Ebrahim Rezayi, the spokesman of parlia-
ment’s security and foreign policy commit-
tee, told Iran’s national television on Friday
that he and his colleagues are set to review
the agreement in the coming days. Rezayi
too is thought to be close to the country’s
conservative factions, whose traditional
opposition to interaction with the IAEA has
gained unprecedented momentum within
the Iranian society following the recent war.
“We insist and emphasize that the |AEA
does not monitor the sites which were at-
tacked, that’s because we are suspicious of

the agency, and also have evidence in this
regard,” Rezayi explained.

Iranians have long accused the UN nucle-
ar watchdog of acting as a political tool of
the West. For instance, a report issued a
day before the June 13 attacks on Iran that
revived old accusations regarding trans-
parency; is believed to have been aimed at
manufacturing consent for the aggression.
Grossi, in particular, has been a focus of
criticism since taking the helm of the IAEA
in December of 2019, as he seems unable
to refrain from making political comments
and stick to his appointed technical role;
furthermore, an Iranian intelligence oper-
ation that extracted documents from the
occupied territories earlier this year found
that Grossi had shared confidential content
from his communications with Iranians
with Israel, according to Iran’s intelligence
ministry.

Concerns are now rising that if IAEA in-
spectors, most of whom left the country
fearing for their safety during the 12-day
war, return, they could provide Israelis
and Americans with information needed
to locate and destroy Iran’s enriched ura-
nium, whose whereabouts the agency and
Western states claim are unknown. Irani-
ans have stated that the uranium has been
buried within the facilities in Esfahan, Na-
tanz, and Fordow that came under attack.
The Bushehr nuclear power plant was the
only major nuclear site spared during the
12-day war.

Although the new lIran-IAEA agreement
is primarily intended to restart efforts to
bring inspectors back to Iran and lacks
practical steps, as Araghchi stated during
Tuesday’s press conference, Grossi has
informed the IAEA Board of Governors that
it would grant access to “all facilities and
installations in Iran” and “contemplates
the required reporting on all the attacked
facilities, including the nuclear material
present.”

Snapback of UN sanctions

Araghchi told reporters in Cairo that the
predicted practical steps of the new deal
would not be implemented if anti-Iran UN
sanctions are restored. European signato-

ries to the JCPOA initiated the process to
reinstate the sanctions two weeks ago by
triggering the so-called snapback mecha-
nism, a provision within the 2015 agree-
ment that allows signatories to re-impose
UN sanctions if they determine Iran is not
adhering to its commitments.

Iranians argue that Europe lacks the legal
and moral authority to request the return
of sanctions, as Tehran only scaled back
its commitments a year after the U.S. with-
drew from the JCPOA, re-imposed and in-
tensified sanctions, and European nations,
in practice, followed Washington’s lead.
The JCPOA was intended to limit Iran’s
nuclear activities in exchange for sanctions
relief. Analysts have also pointed out that
the very nuclear sites upon which the 2015
agreement was based no longer exist due
to American attacks that Europe itself en-
dorsed.

Grossi told the IAEA Board of Governors
on Wednesday that the agency cannot
influence the reinstatement of UN sanc-
tions, an assertion that casts doubt on
the prospects for implementing the new
deal. Furthermore, some of Grossi's other
statements at the board meeting were later
refuted by Araghchi.

During an appearance on Iranian national
television, the foreign minister stated that
the agreement signed in Cairo does not
guarantee IAEA inspectors access beyond
the Bushehr nuclear plant. He added that
Tehran seeks further discussions regarding
how and if inspections can resume, saying,
“Based on future reports issued by Iran,
the nature of access will have to be dis-
cussed at an appropriate time.” The diplo-
mat further noted that whether inspectors
are allowed to visit Esfahan, Natanz, and
Fordow depends on future decisions made
by Iran’s Supreme National Security Coun-
cil (SNSC), which has become responsible
for the matter based on the resolution
passed by parliament.

Prominent Iranian analysts have not exact-
ly welcomed the resumption of coopera-
tion with the IAEA. But many of them have
said they are waiting on the agreement’s
content to be officially released.

509,000 bpd from July.

OPEC left its forecast for global oil demand growth un-
changed, expecting consumption to rise by 1.29 million
bpd this year. The group said the global economy is main-
taining strong growth momentum in the second half of

Iran’s narrow 1-0 loss to Uzbekistan
in the 2025 CAFA Nations Cup final
was more than a missed opportunity,
it was a reflection of deeper issues
plaguing Team Melli.

Despite going down to 10 men just
five minutes into the match, the late
extra-time goal by Xojiakbar Alijonov
only capped off a tournament that
raised more questions than answers.
On paper, the runners-up finish after
a group-stage win over Afghanistan
and India, and a draw with Tajikistan,
may seem acceptable. But the overall
performance was far from convinc-
ing.

Defensive frailty remains the team’s
Achilles’ heel: four goals conceded
in four matches, and just three clean
sheets in the last 10 games, underline
a systemic problem that must be ad-
dressed.

The goalkeeping situation also adds
to the concerns. With Alireza Beiran-
vand suspended and Hossein Hos-
seini still adapting to life at Sepahan,
Payam Niazmand was handed the
gloves but failed to impress. None of
Iran’s top three goalkeepers currently
appear to be in peak form, a worrying
sign with the 2026 World Cup less
than a year away.

A watke-up call for Team Mellx:
[ran’s CAFA ethiwk

Furthermore, calls for a generational
shift continue to grow louder. Iran
fielded one of the oldest squads at
the 2022 World Cup, and little has

changed since. Although young
talents like Arya Yousefi and Me-
hdi Ghaedi have been introduced,
meaningful  rejuvenation  remains
minimal. If the team are to navigate
the demanding group-stage format
of the 2026 tournament successfully,
younger, fitter legs will be essential.
Critics have been vocal in question-
ing coach Amir Ghalenoei’s tactical
choices and the Iran Football Feder-
ation’s decision to enter a low-stakes
regional tournament instead of seek-
ing tougher international tests. Yet,
amidst the criticism lies opportunity.
The CAFA disappointment could, and
should, serve as a final warning to
recalibrate.

With nine months to go until the
World Cup, there is still time. Time to
fix the backline. Time to restore pub-
lic faith. Time to challenge stronger
opponents and time, crucially, for the
technical staff to acknowledge flaws
rather than deflect blame.

The road to 2026 remains open, but
only if Iran turn this setback into a
purposeful advancement.
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