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Iran, Japan discuss
ways to cooperate
on road, housing,
urban development
research

A meeting between representa-
tives of the Japanese Embassy
in Tehran and the Road, Housing
and Urban Development Research
Center of Iran was held at the
Research Center with the attend-
ance of the Center's President,
the First Secretary and Head of
the Economic Section of the Jap-
anese Embassy in Iran, and their
accompanying delegation, aiming
to enhance the level and quality of
bilateral cooperation.

According to a report from the
news portal of the Ministry of
Transport and Urban Develop-
ment, citing the Public Relations
of the Road, Housing and Urban
Development Research Center, the
meeting was held at the Research
Center, and at the beginning of the
meeting, Atefeh Jahan Moham-
madi, Head of the Structure and
Technical Buildings Department
of the Research Center, presented
a comprehensive report on the
history of scientific and research
cooperation between the two
parties, particularly regarding the
“Iran-Japan Knowledge Transfer
Program on Seismic Design of
Steel Structures.”

She called for the continuation of
bilateral scientific and research
cooperation and the utilization of
valuable Japanese expertise, es-
pecially in the fields of retrofitting
and enhancing the resilience of
buildings, engineering structures,
and technical edifices.
Subsequently, the First Secretary
and Head of the Economic Section
of the Japanese Embassy in Iran,
while appreciating the President of
the Research Center for organizing
the meeting, called for enhancing
the level of scientific and research
cooperation between Iran and
Japan, particularly in technical
and engineering fields, architec-
ture and urban development, and
transportation.

He evaluated international capac-
ities in the scientific and research
fields as highly valuable for cre-
ating synergy and participation
in the exchange of experiences,
considering their utilization as
very constructive and effective for
overcoming countries’ challenges.
Following this, the President of
the Road, Housing and Urban
Development Research Center,
by providing a brief introduction
of the Center as the think tank of
the Ministry of Transport and Ur-
ban Development and its diverse
scientific, research, and educa-
tional activities over the past five
decades, declared the Center's
full readiness for interaction and
maximizing the use of internation-
al scientific and research capaci-
ties, as well as for exporting and
sharing technical and engineering
services derived from the valuable
experiences of other countries,
especially Japan.

Referring to the past and ongo-
ing international scientific and
research cooperation of the Road,
Housing and Urban Development
Research Center with the “Unit-
ed Nations Human Settlement
Program (UN-Habitat)” and the
“Asia-Pacific Center for Devel-
opment of Disaster Information
Management (APDIM),” he called
for enhancing the level of inter-
national scientific, research, and
technical-engineering  coopera-
tion.

After this meeting, the First Sec-
retary and Head of the Economic
Section of the Japanese Embassy
in Iran and the accompanying del-
egation conducted a technical visit
to the Fire Engineering Laboratory
of the Road, Housing and Urban
Development Research Center.

_www.esfahan-news.com

Historie Vistt to China: A Launchpad for Iran’s Multilateral and Restlient Economy

President Masoud Pezeshkian’s
recent visit to China and participa-
tion in the 25th Shanghai Coop-
eration Organization (SCO) Sum-
mit marked a pivotal moment in
Iran’s economic diplomacy. With
over 20 cooperation agreements
signed and the proposal of inno-
vative financial initiatives, the visit
represents a strategic step toward
strengthening Iran’s regional and
global economic standing. Amid
ongoing sanctions, the visit fo-
cused on reducing reliance on the
U.S. dollar and expanding transit
infrastructure, offering a promis-
ing outlook for Iran’s economic
future.

Pezeshkian’s attendance at the
SCO Summit and the commem-
oration of the 80th anniversary of
the end of World War Il carried
significance beyond politics and
security, it was a major econom-
ic opportunity for Iran. At a time
when Tehran faces unilateral
sanctions and economic chal-
lenges, new avenues for regional
and international cooperation are
opening. But what impact could
this visit have on Iran’s current
economic trajectory?
Strengthening Economic Multi-
lateralism Amid Sanctions

The SCO, comprising countries
that represent over 40% of glob-
al GDP and a population of 3.4
billion, offers a unique platform
for expanding economic cooper-
ation. President Pezeshkian pro-
posed the creation of a special-
ized initiative titled the “Accounts
and Settlements of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization,” built
on three key pillars:

* Settlement in national curren-
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cies: Aimed at reducing depend-
ence on the U.S. dollar and mit-
igating the impact of American
financial sanctions.

* Shared digital infrastructure:
Leveraging central bank digital
currencies for secure and rapid
transactions.

* Multilateral currency swap fund:
Designed to support member
states facing sanctions or liquid-
ity crises.

Implementing this initiative could
enhance Iran’s economic resil-
ience and contribute to a more
equitable global financial order.
Especially under current condi-
tions, it offers Iran a pathway to
reduce reliance on Western-dom-
inated financial systems.
Expanding Transit Infrastructure
and Iran’s Strategic Role

In his address, President Pezesh-
kian highlighted Iran’s unique
geopolitical and transit position,
expressing Tehran’s readiness to
facilitate access for SCO mem-
bers—particularly through the
Chabahar Port. The imminent
connection of Chabahar to Iran’s
national railway network could
revolutionize trade routes linking
China, Central Asia, and Afghani-
stan to the Indian Ocean. This de-
velopment not only boosts Iran’s
transit revenues but also attracts
foreign investment in logistics
and infrastructure, strengthening
the domestic economy.

Signing of 20 Multilateral Coop-
eration Agreements

During the summit, Iran signed
more than 20 agreements and
declarations across diverse sec-
tors, including multilateral trade,
sustainable energy development,

green industry, artificial intelli-
gence, and scientific and techno-
logical cooperation.

These agreements lay the
groundwork for expanded eco-
nomic collaboration with SCO
members—especially China and
Russia. Notably, the trade and
energy accords are expected to
boost Iran’s non-oil exports and
diversify its revenue streams.
Deepening Economic Ties with
Regional Partners

President Pezeshkian’s bilater-
al meetings with leaders from
Pakistan, Tajikistan, Russia, and
Turkey led to key economic un-
derstandings. In talks with Paki-
stan’s Prime Minister, both sides
emphasized enhanced economic
cooperation and climate chal-
lenge management. Meanwhile,
discussions with Russia’s Pres-
ident focused on implementing
the free trade agreement with the
Eurasian Economic Union, which
could significantly increase Iran’s
trade volume.

These partnerships are particular-
ly vital as Iran seeks new export
markets and strategies to circum-
vent sanctions.

Strengthening Iran-China Rela-
tions: Presidential Meeting and
Strategic Agreements

A highlight of the visit was Pres-
ident Pezeshkian’s meeting with
Chinese President Xi Jinping in
Beijing, where both leaders reaf-
firmed their commitment to deep-
ening the comprehensive strate-
gic partnership. They emphasized
the active implementation of the
25-year cooperation agreement
signed in 2020 and agreed to
elevate bilateral relations to their

highest potential.

Pezeshkian described China as a
strong and determined ally, while
Xi referred to Iran as a strategic
partner with a forward-looking
approach.

From an economic perspective,
discussions centered on ex-
panding cooperation in trade,
investment, clean energy, infra-
structure connectivity, and peo-
ple-to-people interactions. These
agreements could bolster Iran’s
economy by providing access to
advanced Chinese technologies
and new markets.

The meeting not only deepened
bilateral ties but also yielded stra-
tegic decisions crucial to Iran’s
economic trajectory, including
a joint stance against external
efforts to undermine Iran-China
relations.

The SCO’s Role in Overcoming
US Unilateralism

As a key institution, the SCO
serves as an effective counter-
weight to US unilateralism and
Western hegemony. In his ad-
dress at the SCO summit, Iranian
president Masoud Pezeshkian
urged member states to expand
trade in national currencies and
fortify financial mechanisms to
resist sanctions. This strategy,
aimed at reducing reliance on the
dollar, could foster a multipolar
financial system and enable Iran
to withstand unilateral US pres-
sures. As noted, the visit marks
a historic inflection point in Iran’s
economic development and will
shape its future outlook.
Reducing Dependence on a Dol-
lar-Based Economy

Iran’s proposal to conduct trade
in national currencies and devel-
op a shared digital infrastructure
represents a significant step to-
wards diminishing dollar depend-
ence and establishing a multipo-
lar financial order. If realized, the
initiative could position Iran as
a pioneer of a new regional and
global financial architecture. This
is particularly vital for Iran’s eco-
nomic future, which hinges on
diversifying trade partnerships
and mitigating the impact of
sanctions.

Strengthening Iran’s Role in Re-
gional Transit Corridors

The development of Chabahar
Port and its connection into the
rail network will elevate Iran’s
role in regional transit corridors.
This will not only boost foreign
exchange revenues but also gen-
erate employment and stimulate

[ran-Turkey trade stands at $3.09 m 7 months

growth in underdeveloped areas
such as Sistan and Baluchestan
by attracting foreign investment.
Moreover, collaboration with Chi-
na on high-speed rail and high-
way construction could modern-
ize Iran’s transport infrastructure
and enhance its appeal to global
investors.

Expanding Scientific and Tech-
nological Cooperation

The signing of cooperation agree-
ments in fields such as artificial
intelligence and green technol-
ogies could steer Iran towards a
knowledge-based economy. Part-
nerships with countries like China
and Russia, leaders in emerging
technologies, may facilitate tech-
nology transfer and strengthen
Iran’s domestic capabilities. Over
time, this could reduce reliance
on oil exports and foster the
growth of advanced industries.
Strengthening Relations with
Neighboring and  Regional
Countries

Bilateral meetings on the side-
lines of the summit underscore
Iran’s intent to deepen economic
ties with neighboring and region-
al states. For instance, enhanced
trade and transit cooperation
with Tajikistan and Turkey could
open new markets for Iranian
goods. Additionally, increased
cultural and tourism exchanges
with Russia, particularly the ris-
ing number of Iranian students
there, could invigorate the tour-
ism sector and promote scientif-
ic collaboration.

Transforming Iran into a Key
Player in the Regional Economy
President Pezeshkian’s visit to
China and participation in SCO
summit mark a pivotal moment
in Iran’s foreign and economic
policy. Amid current challenges,
the visit has helped mitigate the
effects of sanctions and diversi-
fy Iran’s trade partners through
strengthened multilateral coop-
eration and innovative financial
proposals. In the long run, it
could usher in a more promising
economic future by advancing
transit infrastructure, enhancing
scientific and technological part-
nerships, and expanding region-
al ties. The implementation of
summit agreements, especially
in transit, trade, and technology,
could cement Iran’s status as
a key factor in the regional and
global economy and represent
a significant stride towards sus-
tainable development and eco-
nomic resilience.
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Iran says calls
from Japan and
Australia for diplo-
macy ‘hypocriti-
cal’

The Iranian Embassy in Tokyo
has harshly criticized Japan
and Australia for a recent joint
statement from the two na-
tions’ foreign ministers, which
contained “biased,” “unac-
ceptable,” and “hypocritical”
remarks about Iran.

The diplomatic rebuke comes
in response to a clause in the
Australia-Japan joint state-
ment that said Iran must
“comply with its nuclear
safeguards  obligations. It
must restore full IAEA access,
address concerns about its
nuclear stockpile and enrich-
ment, and return to negotia-
tions.” The statement did not
mention Western sanctions
against Iran, nor the danger-
ous US-Israeli airstrikes that
hit [ran’s nuclear sites in June
and derailed ongoing talks
between Tehran and Wash-
ington.

In its statement, the Iranian
Embassy expressed deep
“regret” over Japan’s involve-
ment, accusing it of aligning
with Australia—a country it
described as acting in bad
faith. The statement highlight-
ed that Australia had “without
any reasonable cause” recent-
ly downgraded its diplomatic
ties with Iran, making its cur-
rent call for diplomacy “hypo-
critical”.

Australia expelled Iran’s am-
bassador last month after
accusing the country of being
behind failed “antisemitic” at-
tacks on Australian soil. Can-
berra provided no evidence for
its accusations. Previous re-
ports of “antisemitic” attacks
in the country had proved to
be fake.

The Iranian statement also
pointed out that Iran was in
the middle of a diplomatic
process when Israel and the
United States began a bomb-
ing campaign of its nuclear,
military, and civilian sites,
killing over 1,000 Iranians,
mostly civilians, in the span
of 12 days. Japan had called
the attacks on Iran “totally
intolerable”. Iranians have
traditionally viewed Tokyo as a
logical and neutral actor. The
Japanese government’s recent
statement marks the second
time it has made inflammatory
remarks about lIran in recent

The latest statistics released by the Turk-
ish Statistical Institute (TURKSTAT) show
that trade between Iran and Turkey in the
first seven months of 2025 decreased by
four percent compared to the same peri-
od last year, reaching $3.09 billion.
During the same period last year, the val-
ue of trade between Iran and Turkey was
reported to be $3.23 billion.

According to this report, Iran’s exports
to Turkey in the first seven months of
the current year reached approximately
$1.38 billion, while imports from Turkey
decreased by eight percent dropping to
$1.71 billion.

As previously announced by the head of
the Islamic Republic of Iran Customs Ad-
ministration (IRICA), Iran exported non-
oil commodities valued at $937 million
to Turkey during the first quarter of the
current Iranian calendar year (March 21-
June 21).

Foroud Asgari said that Turkey was Iran’s
fourth top non-oil export destination in
the mentioned three-month period.
Exporting commodities valued at $1.986
billion to Iran, Turkey was Iran’s third
source of non-oil import in the said time
span, the IRICA head added.

As previously announced by Abolfazl

Akbarpour, the deputy head of IRICA for
planning and international affairs, Iran
exported non-oil commodities valued at
$6.8 billion to Turkey in the past Iranian
calendar year, which ended on March 20,
2025.

Akbarpour said that Turkey was Iran’s
fourth top export destination in the pre-
vious year.

Exporting commodities valued at $12.4
billion to Iran, Turkey was Iran’s third top
source of import in that year, the official
added.

On April 14, the secretary of Iran’s Free
Trade and Special Economic Zones High
Council said that Iran is pursuing the cre-
ation of a joint free trade zone with Tur-
key, as part of broader efforts to resolve
long-pending investment  challenges
and boost cooperation with neighboring
countries.

Speaking to Tasnim News Agency, Reza
Masrour said a special task force has
been formed to resolve unresolved pro-
jects that have lingered in Iran’s free
zones for over 15 years. “We are active-
ly following up on the establishment of
a joint free trade zone with Turkey,” he
noted, adding that a joint working group
between Iran and Turkey will take charge

of advancing the plan.

Masrour stressed the need for a major
shift in investment strategy across the
country’s free trade zones, stating, “We
must move decisively beyond what was
done in the past. Investment incentives
should be swiftly approved and imple-
mented by each zone’s board of direc-
tors.”

To facilitate bilateral cooperation, a joint
forum is planned for July this year, bring-
ing together Iranian and Turkish free zone
officials and investors in one of Iran’s free
trade zones.

The official said that each zone must up-
date its investment offerings and identify
sector-specific priorities to attract inves-
tors based on its unique capacities. He
added that investor satisfaction is critical,
and new investment decisions are often
influenced by the experiences of previous
investors.

He criticized prolonged unresolved pro-
jects, noting that some have remained
inactive for up to 15 years. “Creating
task forces is necessary, but not enough.
Problems must be addressed fundamen-
tally. CEOs must be personally involved,
and outcomes should be achieved within
six months.”

On March 11, Iran’s ambassador to Tur-
key announced a significant rise in bilat-
eral trade between Tehran and Ankara,
stating that the trade volume between
the two nations reached $11.8 billion last
year and has surpassed $17.5 billion as
of February this year. The figure is ex-
pected to hit $19 billion by year-end.
According to IRNA, citing Iran’s Ministry
of Transport and Urban Development,
Mohammad-Hossein  Habibollahzadeh
made the remarks during a virtual ses-
sion of the Iran-Turkey Joint Transport
Committee, emphasizing the importance
of transit development. He noted that
transit and transport volumes between
the two countries have increased by $7.0
billion this year, though further infra-
structural improvements are required in
rail, air, maritime, and port sectors.
Habibollahzadeh highlighted the signif-
icant traffic between Iran and Turkey,
stating that six million passengers and
approximately 330,000 trucks crossed
the two countries’ borders last year. In
response to the growing trade volume,
both countries have agreed to increase
border crossings from three to five. Ex-
panding rail connectivity and increasing
flights are also part of the agenda.

months.

“It was the Israeli regime and
America that destroyed di-
plomacy through their illegal
attacks on Iran’s peaceful nu-
clear facilities and should be
condemned and held account-
able for the current situation,
not Iran,” the embassy said.
Iran’s top security official, Ali
Larijani, has said that Iran
is open to kickstarting new
negotiations, but the United
States is making it impossi-
ble to re-engage in diplomacy
by setting out unacceptable
pre-conditions. Washington,
Larijani said, wants Iran to
discuss limitations on its mis-
sile program, something that
has been a nonstarter for the
country for years. Iran man-
aged to force Israel and the
U.S. to ask for a ceasefire in
June thanks to the impact of
its missiles that rained down
on the occupied territories, as
well as an American airbase in
Qatar.
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Leader’s advisor
says Trump
following Hitler’s
path

Ali Akbar Velayati, Senior Ad-
visor on International Affairs
to the Leader of the Islam-
ic Revolution, has likened
the U.S. President Donald
Trump’s recent foreign poli-
cies to the aggressive actions
of Adolf Hitler prior to World
War 11, warning that history
may be repeating itself.
Velayati said political ana-
lysts see Trump as pursuing
a path previously tested by
Hitler, who had intimidated
the Western world with the
outbreak of World War Il in
1939. “At that time, England,
France, and Italy were among
the most powerful nations,
yet all were intimidated by
Hitler's expansionist strate-
gies.” According to Velayati,
Trump is following a similar
path without learning from
past mistakes, a course un-
likely to end favorably.

He cited Trump’s Alas-
ka Agreement, concluded
without consulting Western
allies, as an example of uni-
lateralism that backfired, not-
ing that the Shanghai Coop-
eration Organization (SCO)
summit quickly revealed the
limitations of his approach.
Trump’s public congratula-
tion of Putin, Xi Jinping, and
Kim Jong-un for their stand
against the United States
highlighted the shifting glob-
al balance of power, Velayati
said, while he hailed the SCO
summit as one of the most
significant international gath-
erings in recent history.
Velayati criticized Trump’s
treatment of European allies,
describing it as humiliating
and dismissive, and sug-
gested that his attempts to
recreate a bipolar world akin
to the post-Yalta order were
increasingly ineffective. He
drew parallels to Hitler, not-
ing that Trump’s disregard for
established agreements and
international norms echoes
the actions of the German
dictator before the outbreak
of the Second World War.
The advisor emphasized that
Iran, along with China and
Russia, now plays a central
role in shaping global affairs.
He said the SCO summit
demonstrated the growing
influence of these independ-
ent powers and their ability
to maintain sovereignty while
countering unilateral U.S. ac-
tions. Iran, in particular, has
proven its strength through
regional actions, including
its response in the 12-day
conflict with Israel, showing
both strategic capability and
resolve.

Reflecting on the broader
implications, Velayati said
the world is moving toward
a multipolar order, with
the SCO and BRICS coun-
tries shaping the future. He
stressed that Iran’s cohe-
sion, strong leadership, and
strategic vision position it
to play a decisive role in this
emerging global landscape.
Drawing on historical exam-
ples from the holy Quran
and Persian history, he high-
lighted continuity in leader-
ship, justice, and the pursuit
of peace, portraying Iran as a
steadfast and influential actor
in a rapidly changing world.

Iran to join oth-
er BRICS coun-

Monday - September 08, 2025

The Iranian Navy is poised to play a cru-
cial role in safeguarding global maritime
security as it joins other BRICS nations
for a major naval exercise hosted by South

tries f0|‘ naval Africa. Captain Hassan Magsoudlou, com-
. . mander of the Iranian Navy’s First Naval
d""s in Souih District, affirmed Iran’s commitment to
- the “Will for Peace” initiative during a
African waters

preparatory briefing in Cape Town.

Dumion vs. Gout: Kdentification, Pam, and Diagnosis

By:
Source:

Bunions and gout affect the same big toe joint,
causing pain, swelling, redness, and a visible bump.
Otherwise, they’re unrelated conditions with differ-
ent causes, onset, and treatment.

How Can | Tell the Difference Between a Bunion
and Gout?

Bunions and gout differ in many ways, and the first
significant difference is the nature of the conditions.
Bunions are localized to the foot, and gout is a sys-
temic (body-wide) problem. Bunion care will em-
phasize joint health at the base of the big toes, while
gout care focuses on managing uric levels in the
body and treating gout attacks.

Additional distinctions between the conditions in-
clude appearance, location, symptoms, and causes:
Location and Onset

Bunion characteristics:

A bunion is a bony bump that forms at the meta-
tarsophalangeal (MTP) joint—the area where the
big toe meets the foot.1 A bunion develops slowly,
gradually increasing in size, causing the big toe to
turn inward and creating a protruding bump on the
side of the foot.

Gout characteristics:

When gout strikes, it most often affects the same
MTP joint in the big toe.2 But gout can also affect
other joints, including other joints in the foot, as
well as the elbows, ankles, wrists, fingers, and, less
often, the knees.

Gout is characterized by flare-ups (also called gout
attacks) and remission (times with few or no symp-
toms). Most people will experience repeated gout
episodes. For some, the condition will be chronic
and lead to joint damage.3

Symptoms

Bunion symptoms:

The medical term for a bunion is hallux valgus.1
This condition alters the typical structure of the
MTP joint, causing the bones to shift out of place.
There can be severe pain at the bump and in the area
where the toe leans toward the second toe.

In addition to pain, a bunion may cause swelling and
redness in the joint, which can worsen when wear-
ing shoes or when walking. A callus (thick, hard
skin) may form where the big toe rubs against the
second toe.

Gout symptoms:

Gout attacks appear suddenly (typically at night)

and can be excruciating. Even something
as light as a bed sheet touching the big toe

can cause severe pain.

The toe will feel very hot and tender, and there
will be swelling in and around the affected joint.
The gout attack can subside in hours or days, with
or without treatment. For some people, gout flares
can last several weeks.

Causes

Bunion causes:

Bunions are likely genetic, occurring due to foot
structure problems that are often inherited.4 In-
herited conditions that might contribute to bunions
include flat feet, flexible ligaments, and abnormal
bone structure.

Some researchers suggest that improperly fitting
shoes contribute to bunions. Others disagree, say-
ing that shoes may worsen already existing foot
problems and accelerate bunion development.5
Gout causes:

Gout is a type of inflammatory arthritis caused by
hyperuricemia (high uric acid levels in the body).3
Uric acid is a waste product created when the body
breaks down purines (the building blocks of DNA).

Exports from mining sector exceeds 4.15h in 4 months

Exports from Iran’s mining sector reached $4.132 billion in the first
four months of the current Iranian calendar year (March 21-July

22).

The Iranian Mines and Mining Industries Development and Reno-
vation Organization (IMIDRO) announced the export of $4.1 billion
worth of products from the mining and mining industries sector
during the first four months of this year.

According to IRNA's report from IMIDRO, during the mentioned
four-month, 23,774,263 tons of various products from the mining
and mining industries sector, valued at $4.132 billion, were export-

ed. This figure for the same period last year was 20,895,068 tons,
valued at $4.319 billion.
A comparison of these statistics indicates an approximately 14 per-
centincrease in tonnage and a four percent decrease in export value.
The largest share of exports in the first four months of the year
pertained to the production chain of three products: steel, alumi-
num, and copper, amounting to 14,271,275 tons with a value of
$3.243 billion. Compared to the exports from the same period last
year (11,018,392 tons valued at $3.385 billion) this represents a 30
percent growth in weight and a four percent decrease in value.

No clash with neighbors unless they plot agamst
us, Irantans tell sentor Iraqr clerie

Iran’s Judiciary Chief, Hojjatoleslam
Gholamhossein Mohseni Eje’i, em-
phasized on Tuesday that the Islamic
Republic maintains peaceful relations
with all neighboring countries, includ-
ing those occasionally aligned with Is-
rael, but warned that Tehran will take
decisive action against any nation that
engages in conspiracies against Iran’s
security or sovereignty.

During an official visit to Tehran,
Seyyed Ammar Hakim, head of Irag’s
National Wisdom Movement, met with
Iran’s Judiciary Chief, Hojjatoleslam
Mohseni Eje’i. In the meeting, Eje’i
highlighted the steadfast ties between
Tehran and Baghdad, noting that re-
cent regional developments demon-
strate the determination of enemies
opposed to a strong and advanced
Islamic presence.

“Iran has never been the initiator of
war and will not be, but we will never
submit to the dominance of hegemonic
powers or accept imposed pressures,”
Eje’i said. He cited Iran’s performance
during the recent 12-day conflict with
Israel as proof of the country’s resil-
ience and growing regional influence.
“The aggressors assumed that this
confrontation would cripple Iran, but
our strength was on full display, earn-
ing respect across the world,” he add-
ed.

Eje'i emphasized that Iran’s foreign
policy is guided by dialogue backed
with strength. “We are willing to hear
others, even adversaries, but we will
never accept threats or coercive de-
mands. Our stance is firm: no imposed
war, no imposed peace.” He stressed
that Iran maintains strong relations
with all neighboring countries, includ-
ing those occasionally aligned with
adversarial powers, unless these na-
tions engage in conspiracies against
Tehran.

Hakim praised Iran’s role in the re-

cent regional conflict, noting that the
12-day Israeli attack failed to weaken
the Islamic Republic and instead rein-
forced its leadership in West Asia. “The
Zionist regime’s aggression confirms
that Iran was correct in labeling Isra-
el a destabilizing force in the region,”
Hakim said. He also highlighted the
historical, cultural, and economic links
between Iran and lIraq, stressing the
potential to expand bilateral coopera-
tion.

Supreme National Security Council
head calls for closer ties with Iraq
Separately, Ali Larijani, Secretary
of Iran’s Supreme National Security
Council, held discussions with Hakim
focusing on strategic cooperation
and regional stability. Larijani de-
scribed Iraq as a strong and friendly
neighbor and called for expanding
tangible, wide-ranging bilateral co-
operation in light of ongoing global
developments.

“The current dynamic status quo re-
quires that Iran-lraq cooperation be
more objective and concrete,” Lari-
jani said, highlighting joint efforts to
strengthen security and economic
ties. The officials also reviewed recent
hostilities, including Israel’s June 13
attack on Iran, which targeted senior
commanders, nuclear scientists, and
civilians, and the U.S. bombings of Ira-
nian nuclear sites on June 22.

Hakim described the Zionist regime’s
aggression as a miscalculation that
ultimately enhanced Iran’s power and
prestige. He praised Iran’s response,
including missile and drone strikes
and Operation True Promise Ill, which
led to a unilateral truce by Israel on
June 24. Both sides stressed that
Tehran and Baghdad are committed
to coordinated security, legal, and
judicial cooperation, aiming to bol-
ster regional stability and strengthen
mutual resilience against external

threats.

Ammar Hakim pays tribute to the late
Founder of the Islamic Republic
Hakim also visited the mausoleum of
the late Imam Khomeini, founder of the
Islamic Republic of Iran, on Saturday
to pay his respects. During the visit,
Hakim also met with Seyyed Hassan
Khomeini, the grandson of the late
leader.

Speaking after the visit, Hakim praised
the solidarity shown by both Shia and
Sunni Muslims with Iran during the
recent 12-day war against Israel. He
said Muslims across the region have
demonstrated that “because of their
deep-rooted hatred for the Zionist re-
gime, they support any country that
defends itself against Israel and resists
its aggression.”

The Iragi politician emphasized that
the war had not only united the Iranian
nation but also dispelled longstanding
accusations of sectarianism leveled
against the Islamic Republic in the
wider Muslim world. “The recent con-
flict has proven that Iran’s stance tran-
scends sectarian lines and has brought
together Muslims of all denomina-
tions,” Hakim said.

He also pointed to Iran’s rapid recov-
ery from the initial shock of Israel’s
assault, highlighting the damage in-
flicted on the regime’s air defense sys-
tems and the surprise effect of Iranian
missile capabilities. “Having suffered
defeat in these areas, the Zionists are
now attempting to create unrest inside
Iran,” he warned.

Hakim described Iran as the “front-
line stronghold of the Islamic world,”
stressing that the security of the wider
region depends on lran’s strength in
the face of Israeli aggression. “Coun-
tries across the region now understand
that if Iran is weakened in this confron-
tation, the entire region will ultimately
bear the cost,” he added.

Western stlence on Israel’s nuclear arsenal
undermmes non-prolieration: Araghchi

Iranian  Foreign Minister ~ Abbas
Araghchi has criticized the European
troika and the United States for los-
ing credibility on non-proliferation,
noting their silence as Israel intensi-
fies construction at its nuclear site in
Dimona.

Araghchi made the remarks Friday
in a post on his X account, following
satellite imagery analyses showing
accelerated work on a major new
structure at the Shimon Peres Negev
Nuclear Research Center. Experts
suggest the facility could be either
a new reactor or a site for assem-
bling nuclear weapons, renewing
long-standing concerns over Israel’s
undisclosed nuclear arsenal.

“This Western hysteria over nuclear
proliferation in West Asia is all fluff,”
Araghchi wrote. “The issue is not
the existence or growth of atomic
weapons arsenals; it is about who is
allowed to advance scientifically, even
with peaceful nuclear programs.” He
criticized the “deafening Western si-
lence” over “the only nuclear weap-
ons arsenal in our region—the nukes
held by their genocidal ally.” Araghchi
added that the E3—Britain, France,
and Germany—and the United States
“may be in denial, but their silence
undermines any credibility they claim
on non-proliferation.”

He emphasized the Islamic Republic’s
dedication to fostering unity and solidari-
ty amongst friendly nations. Magsoudlou
highlighted the vital role of BRICS in pro-
moting both economic and strategic coop-
eration, underscoring that the joint naval
exercise aims to solidify maritime security
as a bedrock for global

economic stability.

Satellite images captured on July 5
by Planet Labs PBC show significant
construction at the site, including
thick concrete retaining walls and
what appear to be multiple under-
ground floors, with cranes positioned
above. Israel is widely believed to use
a heavy water reactor at Dimona to
produce plutonium for nuclear war-
heads and tritium to enhance their
explosive power. Both Israel and the
United States have declined to com-
ment, in line with Israel’s long-stand-
ing policy of neither confirming nor
denying its nuclear capabilities.

The expansion comes in the wake of
Israel’s unprovoked attack on Iran on
June 13, which targeted and killed
military commanders, nuclear scien-
tists, and civilians. Shortly thereaf-
ter, the U.S. conducted airstrikes on
three Iranian nuclear sites, actions
that Tehran has called a blatant vio-
lation of the United Nations Charter,
international law, and the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT).

Israel is estimated to possess be-
tween 200 and 400 nuclear warheads,
making it the sole nuclear-armed
power in West Asia. Despite this, it
has refused to join the NPT or allow
international inspections, receiving
enduring diplomatic backing from the
United States.
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