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Petchem output
hits 32m tons in 5
months, $5.5b ex-

ported

Iran produced 32 million tons of
petrochemical products in the first
five months of the current Iranian
year to late August, with 13 million
tons worth $5.5 billion exported, the
head of the National Petrochemical
Company (NPC) said.

Hassan Abbaszadeh, who also
serves as deputy oil minister, told
reporters on Wednesday that anoth-
er seven million tons valued at $4.0
billion were sold in the domestic
market.

He said the sector continued operat-
ing with minimal disruption despite
recent unrest, adding that the indus-
try gained important lessons from a
recent 12-day conflict.

Abbaszadeh said NPC was prioritiz-
ing completion of development and
infrastructure projects. He noted
that 15 petrochemical production
plants, four feedstock projects,
three utility units and four infrastruc-
ture projects were planned to come
on stream in 2025. Six projects,
including the first phase of a flare
gas recovery plant in East Karoun,
are already completed and awaiting
inauguration. Together they will add
2.7 million cubic meters of gas to
petrochemical feedstock.

He put the total planned investment
for 2025 projects at $6.0 hillion,
saying they would expand industry
capacity by 9.8 million tons.
Despite a nominal capacity of nearly
100 million tons, about 22 percent
remains idle due to feedstock short-
ages, Abbaszadeh said. A task force
has been formed to tackle supply
issues, while large petrochemical
firms are being encouraged under
the seventh development plan to
invest in upstream gas fields.

The flare gas recovery drive is a key
measure to secure feedstock, with
many flares in oil-rich regions al-
ready being extinguished, he added.
Abbaszadeh said NPC had broad-
ened its customer base, especially
in Africa, with feasibility studies car-
ried out for markets including India.
Eleven inactive projects lost their
permits, freeing up 14 million cubic
meters of feedstock gas that has
been redirected into the value chain.
He noted that petrochemical plants
currently use only about 4.5 per-
cent of Iran’s daily 700 million cubic
meters of gas, compared to nearly
half consumed by households and a
quarter by power plants. Energy ef-
ficiency programs, including replac-
ing household heaters and reducing
gas and electricity consumption by
10 percent for 140,000 customers
in five cold provinces, have helped
sustain petrochemical output.

The official said NPC had taken
preventive steps to protect coastal
mangrove forests and would host
a conference on plastic pollution on
Saturday with Environment Organi-
zation chief Shina Ansari.

He announced that the 19th Iran-
Plast exhibition would host about
750 domestic and 67 foreign com-
panies, including direct participants
from China and India. Some firms
withdrew due to the 12-day conflict,
missing final registration.
Petrochemical firms are also invest-
ing in power generation, including
renewable projects. The Kaveh
Methanol project has launched
power units in Dayyer and Saveh,
and a 600-megawatt wind farm is
being installed in Sistan-Baluch-
estan, he said.

Abbaszadeh also confirmed that
Bakhtar Petrochemical and Petro-
farhang Holding will develop up-
stream gas fields with a 35 million
cubic meter capacity, while other
firms are studying participation.
On regulation, he said the NPC
statute was under parliamentary re-
view and called for the Competition
Council to define regulators for the
industry by the end of the current
development plan.

_www.esfahan-news.com

South korean National Day, Armed Forces Day celebrated i ’Pehan

On the evening of Thurs-
day, September 4, the
Embassy of the Republic
of Korea (ROK) in Tehran
successfully hosted a re-
ception to commemorate
South Korea’s National
Day and Armed Forces
Day.

The event, held at the
Ambassador’s residence,
was well-attended by
members of the diplo-
matic corps and lIranian
officials. The program
effectively blended Kore-
an and Iranian cultural el-
ements, featuring formal
remarks, musical perfor-
mances, a dinner featur-
ing both cuisines, and a
Taekwondo demonstra-
tion. The event served
as a positive platform for
cultural diplomacy and
strengthening  bilateral
ties.

The event demonstrat-
ed strong diplomatic
engagement. Attendees
included:

* Foreign Diplomats: A
numerous contingent of
ambassadors,  charges
d’affaires, and other dip-
lomatic staff.

* Military Attachés: Rep-
resentatives from various
foreign defense attaché
offices.

* Iranian Officials: The
guest list included senior
Iranian government rep-
resentatives, notably Mr.
Hamid Ghanbari, Deputy
Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs for Economic Diplo-
macy.

The  ceremony  was
structured to provide an
engaging and culturally
rich experience for the
guests.

Opening Address

The event commenced
with a formal speech by
His Excellency Ambas-
sador Kim Junpyo. The
address set the tone for
the evening, reflecting
on the significance of the
dual celebration and un-
doubtedly addressing the
state of bilateral relations
between the Republic of
Korea and the Islamic
Republic of Iran.

The following is the text
of Mr. Ambassador’s
speech.

His Excellency Dr. Hamid
Ghanbari, Deputy Min-
ister of Economic Diplo-
macy, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Excellencies, Dis-
tinguished guests, Ladies
and gentlemen,

Salam. Khosh amadid!
Khoshhalam ke mibina-
metoon.

Kheili  mamnoon ke
tashrif avordid.

Good evening, and a very
warm welcome to all of
you. It is a great honor
to be with you tonight to
celebrate the Korean Na-
tional Day. | am pleased
to have so many friends
of Korea and Iran here.
On this occasion, | would
like to express my heart-
felt condolences to the
victims of the war in June
and their loved ones. |
also deeply admire the
courage and resilience
youhave shown during
those challenging days.
Truly, It is delightful to
see you here today in
good health and high
spirits.
Excellencies,
guished guests,
Have you heard the sto-
ry of the Kushnameh?
Kushnameh is a 7th-cen-
tury Persian epic about a
Persian prince who trav-
eled to Korea and fell in
love with a Korean prin-
Cess.

Yes. More than a thou-
sand years ago, Korea
and Iran were already
writing love stories to-
gether! This story is a re-
minder of the deep roots
of our friendship.
Building on this historical
connection, Korea and
Iran have maintained a
close relationship over
the 63 years since the es-
tablishment of diplomatic
relations in 1962.

Korea and Iran share a lot
of similarities. We both
cherish family values. We
both respect our elders,
We both take pride in our
traditions of literature,
music, and art.

Distin-

These shared traditions
bring our people closer.
And this closeness is
most vividly reflected in
our cultural exchanges.
Ever since the drama
Jumong captured the
hearts of Iranians, K-dra-
mas have been loved
here.

At the same time, Kore-
ans are inspired by the
cultural richness of Iran.
Maestro Kayhan Kalhor,
renowned  ‘Kamanche’
player, delivered a re-
markable performance in
Korea last year and won
the hearts of many Ko-
reans. And many lranian
films continue to be fea-
tured at the Busan Inter-
national Film Festival.
Ladies and gentlemen,
Perhaps the strongest
bridge between us is
Taekwondo. It is Korea’s
traditional martial art.
However, Taekwondo has
found a second capital
here in Iran. These days,
nearly three million Irani-
ans practice Taekwondo.
And Iranians are not just
practicing. They are ex-
celling.

At the Paris QOlympics
last year, Iran’s Taekwon-
do team made history, by
winning 4 medals: one
gold, two silver, and one
bronze.

| also thank Mr. Hadi Saei
and Iran Taekwondo Fed-
eration.

Thanks to their dedi-
cation, we revived the
Korea-Iran  Friendship
Championship last year
after a long pause since
2019, and another will be
held next month.

Sports keep bringing us
closer in other ways too.
Last year, legendary Ko-
rean volleyball player Ms.
Lee Do-hee became the
coach of Iran’s Women’s
National Volleyball Team.
With her guidance, | am
confident the team will
shine at the next Olym-
pics.
Excellencies,
guished guests,
Our friendship is reflect-

Distin-

ed not only in sports and
culture, but also in the
people themselves. Many
Korean expatriates and
an-lranian families have
made Iran their home.
They are living bridges
of friendship, bringing
our peoples closer and
fostering mutual under-
standing.

Since my arrival in Teh-
ran last year, | have also
worked to advance our
relationship by promot-
ing high-level exchang-
es.

This commitment has led
us to resume high-lev-
el visits, including the
Deputy Foreign Minis-
ter’s visit to Iran. Not just
once, but twice last year
alone. Our Foreign Minis-
ters also met in New York
last year. And in Seoul
this year, DG level policy
consultations were held
for the first time in seven
years.

The fields of vocational
training and education
provide another impor-
tant platform that builds
stronger  connections
between two countries.
In cooperation with UN-
ESCO and Iran’s TVTO,
we successfully launched
the project for mod-
ernization of Instructor
Training Center, to which
Korea contributed 7.5
million dollars.

Moreover, through our
scholarship  programs,
many young Iranians are
now studying in Korea.
They are not only gaining
knowledge, but also forg-
ing friendship that will
last a lifetime.

| believe they will become
the future leaders of Ko-
rea-lran friendship.
Ladies and gentlemen,
As shown in the highlight
video earlier, the Embas-
sy of Republic of Korea
has been making con-
tinuous efforts to reach
out more closely to the
Iranian people. Through
a wide range of cultural
events and visits to dif-
ferent provinces, we have
sought to build bridges

of understanding and
friendship.

This year alone, we or-
ganized events such as
‘Quiz on Korea’, ‘Ko-
rean Speech Contest’
and ‘K-culture unboxing
events’.

We also traveled from
Shiraz to Sanandaj - and
everywhere, we felt your
warmth and hospitality.
Mehrabani-ye ~ shoma
hichvaght ~ faramoosh
nemishe. Besiyar sepas-
gozaram.

Among these experienc-
es, my most memora-
ble one was singing the
Iranian song Porsoon
Porsoon with the Istgah
Orchestra. | was deeply
moved by the tremen-
dous response and en-
couragement from so
many Iranian people.
Mamnoonam ke az man
be garmi esteghbal kar-
did.

And also, | would like to
thank Mr. Mahdi Noruzi
and the Istgah Orchestra
once again for sharing
their music with us to-
night.

Yes. Of course, my team
and | will continue to do
our best to bring Koreans
and Iranians even closer.
| look forward to all of
you playing an important
role in this endeavor.
Excellencies, Distin-
guished guests, Ladies
and gentlemen

Before closing, | want
to thank my wonderful
Embassy members. They
worked day and night to
prepare this evening.
Even during the war time,
they stood here together
as one team, overcoming
challenges side by side.
And finally, as you know,
no celebration of Korean
culture would be com-
plete without K-food. To-
night, we have prepared a
wide variety of authentic
dishes. | warmly invite
you to enjoy them and
experience the true fla-
vors and spirit of Korea.
Once again, khosh ama-
did va az hamegi besiyar
tashakor mikonam.

KOREAN CUISINE IS MORE THAN JUST A MEAL;

IT IS A HARMONY OF
CULTURE, HISTORY, AND LIFESTYLE. G

_.rrﬁ K-FO0D, EXPERIENCE THI
OF AUTHENTICITY AND WELL

Cultural Performances
Following the speech, the
program featured a blend
of Korean and Iranian
cultural elements:

* Musical Performance:
An lIranian band per-
formed a selection of
both Korean and Iranian
songs, creating a vibrant
and inclusive atmos-
phere.

Dining

Guests were treated to a
dinner that featured a di-
verse variety of delicious
Korean foods alongside
a selection of Iranian
dishes. This culinary di-
plomacy was a highlight,
allowing attendees to ex-
perience Korean culture
firsthand.

Taekwondo Demonstra-
tion

The event concluded
with a highly exciting
Taekwondo demon-
stration performed by
the Iranian Takavaran
Demonstration ~ Team.
The performance, mark-
ing the World Taekwondo
Day, was noted as a ma-
jor success, greatly ex-
citing the attendees and
showcasing a key aspect
of Korean martial culture
as adopted and excelled
in by Iranians.

The reception was a sig-
nificant and well-execut-
ed diplomatic event. The
careful curation of the
program, which seam-
lessly integrated Korean
and Iranian cultural per-
formances and cuisines,
successfully  promoted
cross-cultural under-
standing. The high-level
attendance from both the
diplomatic corps and the
Iranian government indi-
cates the importance of
the Republic of Korea’s
diplomatic mission in
Tehran.

The event ultimately
served its purpose as
an effective exercise in
soft power and public
diplomacy, strengthening
the Republic of Korea’s
presence and fostering
positive relations within
the host country.

Iran, China expand
cooperation on ener-
gy projects

The head of Iran’s Power Genera-
tion, Transmission and Distribution
Company (Tavanir) said the coun-
try has stepped up collaboration
with Chinese firms in areas such as
smart grids, gas switchgear equip-
ment, energy storage systems and
other related technologies, with
some production lines already oper-
ating inside Iran.

Mostafa Rajabi Mashhadi, speaking
at a joint meeting with representa-
tives of Chinese state and private
companies, stressed the need to
harness new technologies in renew-
able energy, electric storage and
pumped-storage plants. He called
for broader technical cooperation
and the transfer of know-how to
Iran.

Highlighting Iran’s push to ex-
pand solar power, Rajabi Mashha-
di said the use of energy storage
systems was vital for renewable
growth. He added that developing
pumped-storage plants would help
strengthen the stability of the coun-
try’s vast and diverse power grid.
The Energy Ministry is actively pur-
suing this to ensure renewables can
grow without creating strains on the
grid.

He said Tavanir's approach in past
projects was not only to import
technology but also to ensure tech-
nical knowledge was transferred
into the country. “Cooperation
should not be limited to equipment
supply,” he noted, urging agree-
ments that accelerate localization of
technologies.

Rajabi Mashhadi added that mutual
visits by expert teams and opera-
tional site inspections would deepen
collaboration.

The Chinese side referred to two
ongoing contracts with Iran — a
1,500-megawatt project and a $600
million package — and voiced read-
iness to expand joint work in energy
and financing new projects.

The meeting was also attended by
Iranian battery and power equip-
ment manufacturers, who dis-
cussed technical cooperation and
pathways to accelerate technology
transfer.

Iran to line up
against New Zealand
in 2025 FIBA U16
Asia Cup QF

Iran were decisive in offense, but
more importantly composed in de-
fense, in their 102-62 win over Ma-
laysia in the Qualifications to Quar-
ter-Finals game of the FIBA U16 Asia
Cup 2025 at the M Bank Arena on
Thursday.

Iran, who came through the West
Asian qualifier into the competition
have now made it to the last eight
stage in each of their appearances —
six in all —in the FIBA U16 Asia Cup,
including the last two editions.
Young Team Melli now face reigning
silver medalists New Zealand in a
bid to enter the Semi-Finals for the
first time since the inaugural edition,
held in 2009 in Johor Bahru (Malay-
sia), when they lost in the Finals to
China. Mohammad Pakgohar was
the leader of Iran’s early charge with
a 11-point effort — in 4/6 field shoot-
ing — but the more effective contri-
bution was in the 5 boards he pulled
off the defensive glass in a total of
6 collections. He went on to finish
with 19 points and 7 rebounds.
Alireza Rashidi, shrugged off a sub-
dued opening quarter and joined
the party in the second period ac-
counting for 11 of his game-high 21
points, as Iran kept a vise-like grip
on a gnawing opponent.

Lee Yong Xian came off the bench to
lead Malaysia with 16 points.
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Iran to digitize oil
tanker fleet within
2 years, refining
company says

National Iranian Qil Refining and
Distribution Company (NIORDC)
has launched a major digital
transformation program to mod-
ernize its supply chain, with all
domestic oil tankers set to be
equipped with real-time monitor-
ing systems within two years, a
senior official said.

Farzad Barzegar, adviser to the
NIORDC head, told Iran Petro-
leum Monthly that the “smart
supply chain” project prioritizes
tighter oversight of pipelines,
refineries and tankers to boost
efficiency, cut risks and curb fuel
smuggling.

Formed in 1991 to unify frag-
mented operations in refining,
fuel transport and distribution,
NIORDC is now shifting its vast
nationwide network onto a fully
data-driven platform. Barzegar
said the company was building
a system in which sensors and
automated collection tools feed
a central data structure, forming
the basis for later deployment
of artificial intelligence in oper-
ations such as fuel distribution
planning.

He cautioned against common
misconceptions that equate ar-
tificial intelligence with consum-
er-facing chatbots. “In industry,
Al is the final layer of a strong,
error-free data structure,” he
said. Hardware investment and
reliable data collection remain the
main challenges before advanced
applications can be introduced.
The official said NIORDC is map-
ping all points in the supply chain
that require sensors, while reacti-
vating existing but unused ones.
Once a complete data infrastruc-
ture is in place, Al engines can be
trained to support planning and
decision-making, he added.

Armed forces hetter
prepared following
12-day war, says
Iran’s top military
command

Major General Ali Abdollahi, the
newly appointed commander
of Iran’s Khatam al-Anbiya Cen-
tral Headquarters, has affirmed
that the country’s armed forces
are now “more prepared” and
equipped with enhanced capabil-
ities following the recent 12-day
conflict with Israel and the United
States.

Abdollahi was appointed by
Leader of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei
after the martyrdom of Major
General Gholam Ali Rashid and
his successor Major General Ali
Shadmani, both of whom were
killed in Israeli strikes on Iranian
territory in June.

The Khatam al-Anbiya Central
Headquarters functions as the
unified command of Iran’s mili-
tary, operating under the General
Staff to plan and coordinate joint
operations across all branches of
the armed forces. Abdollahi high-
lighted that Iran’s armed forces
are now in a stronger position
than before the conflict with Is-
rael. Reassuring the public, he
emphasized that Iran’s military
remains ready to safeguard
national  sovereignty, security,
and the achievements of the Is-
lamic Revolution. “The Armed
Forces are always fully prepared
to protect the country’s sover-
eignty, national security, and the
achievements of the Islamic Rev-
olution,” Abdollahi said.
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Iran football team were held to a 2-2
draw by Tajikistan at 2025 CAFA Na-
tions Cup on Thursday.

In the match held at the Hisor Central
Stadium in Hisor, Tajikistan, Moham-
madmehdi Mohebbi gave Team Melli
alead in the 37th minute and Moham-
mad Mohebbi doubled the advantage

two minutes into the second half.

Shahrom Samiev pulled a goal back
in the 57th minute and Zoir Dzur-
boyev leveled the score in the 77th
minute.

Iran have previously defeated Afghan-
istan 3-1 and India 3-0 in the tour-
nament.

Defending champions Iran advanced
to the final.

What Canses Water on the knee
(Kknee Etfuston) and How to Treat It

By:
Source:

Water on the knee, or knee effusion, re-
fers to the buildup of fluid in and around
the knee joint.1 This condition leads to a
painful, swollen knee and can be caused by
various factors, including injuries, overuse,
arthritis, and infections.

1.Injuries

Trauma to the knee joint is a leading cause
of knee effusion, often resulting from inju-
ries such as fractures, ligament tears, or
meniscal damage.2 People who participate
in high-impact sports and athletic activities
are especially at risk for sustaining these
types of knee injuries.

2. Overuse

Repetitive use is another common cause
of knee effusion. Overuse injuries can

arise from repeated movements that place
stress on the knee joint, such as running,
jumping, engaging in high-impact sports,
or performing occupational tasks that re-
quire frequent knee flexion or pressure on
the knee joint.3

Continuous overuse may lead to irritation
of the knee tissues, resulting in inflamma-
tion and fluid accumulation over time.

3. Arthritis

Joint effusion frequently occurs in people
with arthritis, including both osteoarthri-
tis (OA) and inflammatory forms such as
rheumatoid arthritis (RA), psoriatic arthri-
tis (PsA), and juvenile idiopathic arthritis
(JIA).14

In OA, joint effusion is commonly associ-

ated with advanced joint degeneration.5
Conversely, in inflammatory arthritis, joint
effusions may persist chronically and often
present during disease flare-ups (periods
of worsening inflammation).4

4. Infections

Septic arthritis, a bacterial, fungal, or viral
joint infection within the knee joint, may re-
sult in knee effusion.67 Microbes can enter
the joint from the bloodstream, trauma, or
surgical procedures.

This condition is a serious medical emer-
gency. A significant buildup of joint fluid
related to infection, as seen on imaging,
requires prompt medical attention to min-
imize the risk of damage to the affected
knee.7

5. Baker’s Cys
A Baker's cyst is a fluid-filled sac that de-
velops behind the knee, often resulting
from excessive production of synovial fluid
within the joint. The presence of a Baker’s
cyst can contribute to joint effusion, with
the extent of effusion generally correlating
with the size of the cyst.8

6. Tumor

Knee tumors are relatively uncommon but
can result in knee effusion.9 Tumors can
be classified as primary, affecting bone or
soft tissue, or secondary, involving metas-
tasis from other parts of the body.

Types include:10

e Osteosarcoma: Usually found near the
knee in adolescents and young adults.

[ran boosts monthly il exports by 630,000 barrels: otl mimster

* Chondrosarcoma: Occurs more frequent-
ly in adults and develops in cartilage.

* Ewing sarcoma: A rare condition that oc-
curs in the long bones near the knee, pri-
marily affecting children and young adults.
What Are the Symptoms of Water on the
Knee?

Excess fluid in and around the knee joint
may result in puffiness and swelling near
the bones.11 One knee may appear larger
than the other, and individuals may have
difficulty bending or straightening the knee.
Other symptoms can include:11

* Stiffness

* Decreased range of motion

e Warmth

* Redness

Iran’s oil exports rose by an average of 630,000 barrels a month
in the first four months of the current Iranian year (March 21-July
22) compared with the same period last year, Qil Minister Mohsen

Paknejad said on Wednesday.

Speaking after a cabinet meeting, Paknejad stressed that “there are
currently no problems selling oil,” noting that the increase equates

to about 21,000 barrels per day.

He also dismissed a recent [Persian] Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) statement claiming the Arash gas field belonged to Kuwait

and Saudi Arabia.

“This is just a claim,” he said, pointing out that the field was first
discovered in the 1960s and its first exploration well, “Arash-1,”
was drilled in the late 1990s. He added that hydrocarbon reserves
were proven in the area, with drilling extending to 750 meters near
an old demarcation line. The Foreign Ministry is handling the matter
diplomatically, he said, adding that once resolved, the Qil Ministry
was prepared to move forward with development if part of the field
is confirmed to be Iranian.
Paknejad said imported premium gasoline would soon be available
at fuel stations. He emphasized that its supply would not affect ex-

Iran vies with West for UNSC votes

(

Two distinct blocs have emerged with-
in the UN Security Council as nations
maneuver for votes ahead of a Russian
proposal, which will offer to extend the
implementation period of Resolution
2231 by six months.

This potential extension would pause
the reimposition of UN sanctions
against lran, sanctions which the
E3 countries (Germany, Britain, and
France) triggered a process to reinstate
in August. The process known as the
“snapback mechanism” is part of the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA). It allows signatories to the
agreement to reinstate UN sanctions
that were in place before the JCPOA
lifted them in 2015 if they find Iran
non-compliant of the deal.

The United States withdrew from the
JCPOA in 2018 and reimposed stringent
economic sanctions on Iran. While Ger-
many, France, and the UK —the Europe-
an signatories — did not officially leave
the agreement, they ceased fulfilling
their commitments to protect Iran from
the impact of these sanctions. Conse-
quently, in 2020, Iran began to roll back
some of its own JCPOA commitments.
China and Russia, the other two signa-
tories to the JCPOA, have consistently
criticized the West’s actions, arguing
they have effectively nullified the agree-
ment. During a meeting on the sidelines
of an SCO summit in Tianjin this week,
the foreign ministers of Iran, China, and
Russia signed a letter, prepared by Iran’s
Abbas Araghchi, which condemned Eu-

- £ 3 = -
rope for activating the snapback. It also
asserted that the E3 lacked the legal and
moral justification use the snapback, as
it failed to exhaust the JCPOA's Dispute
Resolution Mechanism (DRM) and did
not uphold its own commitments.
Furthermore, Iran’s nuclear facilities,
the very matter the JCPOA was de-
signed to address, were bombed multi-
ple times by Israel and the United States
in June. European nations did not con-
demn these attacks, and instead placed
the blame on Iran.

Europeans have said they would tem-
porarily extend Resolution 2231 if Iran
returns to negotiations with the U.S.
(negotiations Washington derailed by
bombing Iran) and allows inspectors
from the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) back into the country.
Iran has suspended cooperation with
the UN nuclear watchdog for now af-
ter an |AEA report — recycling old and
disproven claims about Iran’s nuclear
activities — provided the pretext for mili-
tary action by Israel and the U.S.

Iran needs 9 votes at the UNSC

The UNSC is composed of five perma-
nent members (the U.S., UK, France,
Russia, and China) and ten non-perma-
nent members elected by the General
Assembly for two-year terms. Currently,
the non-permanent members are Alge-
ria, Denmark, Greece, Guyana, Paki-
stan, Panama, Republic of Korea, Sierra
Leone, Slovenia, and Somalia.
Araghchi held phone conversations
with the foreign ministers of Greece,

Sierra Leone, and Slovenia on Friday, a
move widely suspected to be connected
to the upcoming Russian resolution.
Among the non-permanent members,
South Korea and Denmark are consid-
ered the most likely to align with the
West when Russia presents its exten-
sion proposal. Guyana also maintains
close ties with the United States and is
in disagreement with Venezuela, a key
ally of Iran in Latin America.

Iran’s relations with Greece, Somalia,
Sierra Leone, Slovenia, and Panama are
described as neither antagonistic nor
particularly friendly. This neutral stance
may explain why the Iranian Foreign
Minister chose to engage with repre-
sentatives of these nations first.

Russia, China, Algeria, and Pakistan are
expected to vote in favor of the draft res-
olution. To pass, Iran needs to secure
the support of five additional members.
If the resolution fails to achieve nine af-
firmative votes, even with abstentions,
it will not be adopted.

Once a resolution is voted for at the Se-
curity Council, the permanent members
retain the power to veto it. It is highly
likely that the U.S., France, or Britain
would choose to veto the bill, but all
three are hoping they would not have to
do so, as it comes with political com-
plications.

The activation of snapback has neg-
atively impacted Iran’s economy in
recent days and further devalued the
Iranian Rial. That’s why some with-
in Iran oppose extending Resolution
2231. They argue that the return of UN
sanctions has primarily psychological
effects, rather than practical ones, and
that the Iranian market would suffer
again if this situation were to repeat in
six months.

Russia has already distributed its draft
resolution, according to remarks by
Western missions. Iranians have said
that if pre-JCPOA UN sanctions are
eventually re-instated, they would seri-
ously consider leaving the NPT (Treaty
on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons).

wished.

isting quotas or prices of regular gasoline but would be offered as
an additional service. Pricing would be handled by private suppliers,
he added, giving consumers the option to buy premium fuel if they

On the possibility of gas cuts for industries this winter, Paknejad
said allocations would depend on consumption in the household
and commercial sectors, which typically rise as temperatures fall.

“When demand increases in that segment, industries and power

gasoil,” he said.

plants will naturally have to rely more on alternative fuels such as

The Australian ambassador has left
Tehran after Canberra ordered Iran’s
envoy and several diplomats to leave
Australia, prompting the Islamic
Republic to downgrade Australia’s
diplomatic status in Iran in a recip-
rocal move, the Foreign Ministry an-
nounced on Thursday.

Foreign Ministry spokesman Es-
maeil Baghaei said the decision fol-
lowed standard diplomatic norms
and international law, though Tehran
viewed the move as unjustified.

“We do not welcome the reduction
of relations because we believe there
was no reason or justification for this
action, and it affects ties between the
two nations,” Baghaei told reporters.
He confirmed that the Australian
ambassador had departed Iran but
noted that Iran’s consular section in
Canberra remains active to provide
services for Iranian nationals in Aus-
tralia.

Baghaei also dismissed as “ridicu-
lous and baseless” Australian Prime
Minister Anthony Albanese’s August
25 allegations that Iran was behind
two so-called anti-Semitic attacks in
Australia. Albanese subsequently an-
nounced the expulsion of Iran’s en-
voy Ahmad Sadeghi, the suspension
of Australia’s embassy operations in
Tehran, and urged Australians living
in Iran to leave immediately.

The Iranian spokesman rejected the

Australran ambassador leaves Iran as Tehran
downgrades Canberra’s diplomtie presence

accusations outright, stressing that
anti-Semitism has no place in Iran’s
cultural, historical, or religious tradi-
tions. “This phenomenon is a West-
ern and European one,” he said. “If
you look at history, persecution of
Jews because of their religion is
rooted in Europe, and it is they who
must be held accountable for their
past.”

Baghaei further argued that Canber-
ra’s decision was aimed at justifying
its anti-Iranian stance and compen-
sating for recent, limited criticism
of Israel voiced by some Australian
politicians, including Albanese.

The row comes amid a broader dip-
lomatic dispute between Australia
and Israel. Last month, Albanese
announced that Australia would
formally recognize Palestinian state-
hood and revoked a visa for a visiting
Israeli minister. In response, Israel
canceled visas for Australian diplo-
mats accredited to the Palestinian
Authority, while Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu branded Albanese
a “weak leader.”

Australian Home Affairs Minister
Tony Burke hit back, saying true
strength is not measured “by how
many people you can blow up or
how many children you can leave
hungry,” describing Netanyahu’s at-
tacks as part of Israel’'s “lashing out”
against other governments.
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