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SATBA signs deal to expand
small-scale renewable power
In rural areas -
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Olympiacos com-
plete signing of
Mehdi Taremi

Inter have officially sold
center-forward Mehdi Taremi
to Greek team Olympiacos,
just a year after he arrived as
a free agent.

The Iran international was
snapped up after four years
with FC Porto, but never
quite managed to make his
mark in the Nerazzurri jersey.
As he was a free agent, any
sale will count as a profit for
the Inter books, who also
shake off his high wages.
Taremi celebrated his 33rd
birthday in July and will con-
tinue his career in Greece
with Olympiacos.

There had also been interest
from several other clubs this
summer, including Panathi-
naikos, Flamengo, Botafogo,
Olympique Lyonnais, Werder
Bremen, Sassuolo and Par-
ma.

He has 95 senior caps for
Iran, scoring 56 goals, and is
set to participate in his third
World Cup in 2026 after
2018 and 2022.

Noshad Alamiyan
wins gold at 2025
WTT Feeder

Iranian table tennis player
Noshad Alamiyan claimed a
gold medal at the 2025 WTT
Feeder in Olomouc, Czechia
on Sunday.

He defeated his Indian rival
Harmeet Desai 3-2 (11-9,
6-11, 11-8, 9-11, 11-8) in
the men’s singles final.
Alamiyan started the cam-
paign with a 3-1 win over
Japanese player Hiromu
Kobayashi in Round of 64,
then defeated Italian Daniele
Pinto 3-0 in Round of 32.
Alamiyan also defeated his
countryman Benyamin Fara-
ji 3-0 and French player Joe
Seyfried 3-0 before defeating
Moldovan Vladislav Ursu 3-2
in the semifinals.

Noshad and Nima Alamiyan
had also won a silver med-
al in the men’s double. The
Iranian pair lost to Japanese
duo Yuto Abe and Sota Noda
3-1.

Iran heat Kazakh-
stan at FIBA U16
Asia Cup 2025

Iran defeated Kazakhstan
90-41 in their second match
in Group D of the FIBA U16
Asia Cup 2025 on Monday.
The upcoming match against
Japan will be crucial as it
would be a battle for the
Group D top spot, which
merits an outright Quar-
ter-Final  berth.

Amir Azari top-scored for
the West Asian side with 18
points and 6 rebounds.
The duo of Bardiya Khosravi
and Alireza Rashidi scored
14 points each and hauled
down 10 rebounds com-
bined, while Yasin Morovat
Halabi and Mohammad Be-
nia added 12 and 10 points,
respectively, in the victory.
None from Kazakhstan was
able to score in double dig-
its.

Kazakhstan have gone 0-2
following another defeat, but
will have a chance to change
their fortunes when they take
on Saudi Arabia in a meeting
between winless sides set
Tuesday.

The winners will boost their
bid of reaching the Qualifica-
tion to Quarter-Finals.
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Mrategic alignment; Iran-China economic rela

The economic relation-
ship between Iran and
China is a compelling
narrative of ancient ties
being reforged into a
modern strategic partner-
ship. Rooted in millennia
of cultural and commer-
cial exchange along the
historic Silk Road, this
relationship has entered
a dynamic new phase in
recent decades. Driven
by geopolitical shifts and
complementary econom-
ic needs, the burgeoning
partnership is now being
institutionalized and ac-
celerated, with lran’s re-
cent full membership in
the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) acting
as a powerful catalyst for
deeper integration.

The foundation of this
modern  partnership is
robust trade. China has
consistently been Iran’s
top trading partner over-
all and its leading non-oil
partner, a testament to
the diverse and growing
commercial links beyond
the energy sector. This
economic bond has been

¢

fortified through high-lev-
el diplomacy, most nota-
bly the landmark “25-Year
Strategic Partnership
Agreement” signed in
2021. This comprehen-
sive roadmap envisions
deep cooperation across
energy, infrastructure,
and security, signaling a
long-term  commitment
that transcends political
cycles. This agreement
provides a stable frame-
work for the multi-sector
partnerships that are now
flourishing.

A key driver of this growth
is the vigorous engage-
ment of Iran’s private
sector. Numerous Iranian
trade delegations have
visited various Chinese
provinces and interna-
tional exhibitions, such
as the China International
Import Expo (CIIE). These
visits are not merely sym-
bolic; they are strategic
missions to identify spe-
cific investment opportu-
nities, facilitate financial
exchanges, and build
direct  business-to-busi-
ness relationships. This
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grassroots  commercial
diplomacy is essential
for translating high-level
agreements into tangible
projects and diversified
trade.

Iran’s domestic economic
goals, as outlined in its
Seventh National Devel-
opment Plan, join per-
fectly with this outward
engagement. The plan
explicitly emphasizes in-
dustrial  modernization
and attracting foreign cap-
ital and technology. Iran
aims to upgrade its foun-
dational industries—from
automotive and textiles
to pharmaceuticals and
medical equipment—
and recognizes that this
transformation can be
achieved more rapidly and
effectively with a global
industrial superpower like
China as a partner.

This alignment of goals
has crystallized into four
key strategic priorities
for Iran in expanding its
economic ties with China.
First is technology trans-
fer and joint investment.
Iran offers a large market,

a young and skilled labor
force, and highly com-
petitive costs, presenting
an attractive opportunity
for Chinese firms to es-
tablish production lines
and access broader mar-
kets in the West Asia and
Central Asia. In return,
Iran seeks the techno-
logical prowess to move
up the value chain. Sec-
ond is increasing trade in
high value-added goods.
While current trade is of-
ten weighted toward raw
materials, Iran is keen to
export more processed
goods, finished products,
and specialized commod-
ities to the Chinese mar-
ket.

The third strategy is joint
production through co-in-
vestment. To this end, Iran
promises a secure legal
environment with guaran-
tees for the repatriation of
capital and profits, along-
side special incentives for
foreign industrial invest-
ment. The fourth pillar is
mutual market access.
Iran believes its goods
are well-suited for Chi-

nese consumers and that
co-investment can create
products for both domes-
tic markets and for export
to third countries, mak-
ing the trade relationship
deeper and more sus-
tainable. These strategies
are particularly relevant
in infrastructure devel-
opment—where Chinese
expertise in rail, highway,
and port projects is des-
perately needed—and in

Iran’s domestic
economic goals,

as outlined in its
Seventh National
Development

Plan, join perfectly
with this outward
engagement. The
plan explicitly
emphasizes industrial
modernization.

and attracting
foreign capital and
technology. Iran.
aims to upgrade

its foundational
industries—from
automotive

and textiles to
pharmaceuticals and
medical equipment—
and recognizes that
this transformation
can be achieved
more rapidly and
effectively with a_
global industrial
superpower like
China as a partner

mining, where Iran’s vast
and untapped reserves of
iron, copper, aluminum,
and rare earth elements
represent a frontier for
bilateral development and
export growth.

(lons 1n shadow of SC0

Iran’s accession to full
membership in the SCO
in 2023 profoundly am-
plifies these strategies.
As a member, Iran is no
longer an observer but
a central player in a bloc
representing a significant
portion of the world’s
GDP,  population, and
energy resources. SCO
membership provides
Iran with a crucial political
and economic platform to
deepen its engagement
with  China, bypassing
the isolation imposed by
Western sanctions. With-
in the SCO framework,
Iran can more effectively
advocate for its four key
strategies, integrate into
regional connectivity pro-
jects like China’s Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI), and
enhance security coopera-
tion that, in turn, creates a
more stable environment
for investment.
Ultimately, the Iran-China
relationship is built on
more than mere transac-
tional interest. As Iranian
officials often note, China
has stood by Iran during
both stable and turbulent
times, fostering a strong
emotional bond between
the two peoples. This res-
ervoir of goodwill, com-
bined with ancient histori-
cal ties, provides a durable
foundation for a partner-
ship that is increasingly
strategic, institutionalized,
and forward-looking. As
Iran leverages its SCO
membership to integrate
further into the Eurasian
economic architecture, its
relationship with China is
poised to become a defin-
ing feature of the region’s
geopolitical and economic
landscape, truly embody-
ing the spirit of a New Silk
Road.
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NIORDC to boost
refining capacity
by 180,000 bpd,
launch 3 fuel qual-
ity projects

Iran plans to raise its refining
capacity by 180,000 barrels
per day (bpd) by the end of the
current Iranian year in March
2026 and bring three major
fuel quality projects online, the
head of the National Iranian
Oil Refining and Distribution
Company (NIORDC) said.
Mohammad Sadegh Azimifar
told Shana that the projects
include diesel desulfurization
at Shiraz refinery to produce
Euro-5 fuel, a kerosene treat-
ment unit at Isfahan refinery,
and a catalytic reforming unit
at Tehran refinery to upgrade
gasoline quality.

He said the Isfahan project
would come online this week,
while Tehran’s CCR unit is
expected to be completed by
year-end, raising the refinery’s
gasoline output by 20 percent.
Azimifar  said NIORDC,
through its 10 refineries,
processes 2.4 million bpd of
crude oil and condensates into
refined products, which are
distributed via 15,000 km of
pipelines, 16,000 road tank-
ers, and 87 storage depots
across the country.

He noted that Iran increased its
power plant diesel reserves by
1.5 billion liters over the past
year, compared with shortag-
es that caused power cuts last
winter. Gasoline stockpiles
were also strengthened, pre-
venting disruptions even dur-
ing a 12-day surge in demand
when daily consumption hit
200 million cubic meters.
The NIORDC chief blamed
low efficiency in consumption
for Iran’s energy imbalance,
citing that 53 percent of the
country’s transport fleet is
obsolete, consuming two to
three times the global average.

[mproving global governance starts from pursumg equality

itiative (GGI) at the “Shanghai Coop-
eration Organization Plus” meeting in
Tianjin, Chinese President Xi Jinping
highlighted five principles for the Initi-
ative: to adhere to sovereign equality,
to abide by international rule of law, to
practice multilateralism, to advocate the
people-centered approach, and to focus
on taking real actions.

Reforming and improving the current
global governance system starts from
pursuing equality and should strive for a
new system that benefits all. This is not
only China’s belief, but also a principle
China has acted on as a decades-long
practitioner of global governance.
Equality in global governance first and
foremost means all nations, regardless
of political or economic system, size,
history or religion, are entitled with
equal rights to sovereignty and devel-
opment. More importantly, it means all

Proposing the Global Governance In-

nations have equal rights in choosing
their own national paths of development
and political system. Their choices in
building up a national system based on
their own history, culture, tradition and
national conditions should be respect-
ed. Equality would only ring hollow if
such rights were not guaranteed.
This principle of equality proposed in
China’s GGl is a reflection of the funda-
mental realities of our world today.
The first reality we need to confront is
that inequality is a feature that defines
our age. Although tech innovation un-
der globalization may provide oppor-
tunities for Global South countries to
overcome their disadvantaged position
in a stratified global trading system,
Global North countries have contin-
ued to dominate the system through
their accumulated advantages in capi-
tal, human resources and knowledge.
A report in January this year by the

World Bank found that due to barriers
in trade, tech and others, the overall
economic growth for developing econ-
omies dropped from 5.9 percent in
the 2000s to 5.1 percent in the 2010s
to 3.5 percent in the 2020s. The gap
between rich and poor countries has
only widened. Adding to the disparity
among countries, the income inequal-
ity within nations remains constant. A
May report by the UN this year discov-
ered that two-thirds of the world’s pop-
ulation live in countries where income
inequality is growing and more than a
third of the world’s population lives on
between 2.15 and 6.85 dollars a day.
Another reality we need to acknowl-
edge is that while the evolving issues of
our shared future such as urbanization
or the global decarbonization cause
might provide chances for equaliza-
tion, they also pose risks for further
marginalization for the already disad-
vantaged down the road. Take the on-
going revolution brought about by ar-
tificial intelligence (Al) as an example.
World Bank data shows that compared
to 80 percent and 93 percent in up-
per-middle and high-income nations,
internet access is just 27 percent in
low-income countries and 52 percent
in lower-middle-income  countries.
Thus, high-income countries are hold-
ing a distinct advantage in capitalizing
on the values brought by Al thanks to
their superior digital infrastructure and
abundant Al development resources.
Plus, Al is challenging development
models in emerging markets that pre-
viously relied on export-oriented man-
ufacturing by making manufacturing
more technology and capital intensive.

The traditional way of using more la-
bor to improve productivity is gradu-
ally running out of time, which will be
particularly hard for these economies
moving forward.

In its decades of practices in global
governance, China has been provid-
ing its answers to the question of
equality. Since the founding of the
People’s Republic of China, equali-
ty has stayed at the core of China’s
foreign policy, evident in several key
policy proposals such as the “Five
Principles of Peaceful Coexistence,”
a community with a shared future
for humanity, etc. A member of the
Global South community itself, China
also pursued equitable global gov-
ernance by advocating the rights of
the Global South. China has pushed
for stronger representation of Global
South countries within multilateral
mechanisms such as the reform of
the International Monetary Fund,
and supporting the African Union in
becoming a G20 member, among
others. China also gave its support to
the growth of under-developed econ-
omies over the years. For instance,
starting from December 2024, China
granted zero-tariff treatment to all the
least developed countries in Africa
with which it has diplomatic relations
on 100 percent of their products.
In all, confronting the disparity and
unfairness in the global governance
system we have now and upholding
the principle of equal rights for all is a
premise for improving it. It is also one
of the starting points of the Global Gov-
ernance Initiative that China has just
proposed.

Inefficient power plants and
fuel smuggling driven by price
differences with neighboring
countries have added pressure
on production, he said.

To manage demand, Azimifar
said the government is work-
ing on fuel-saving certificates,
electrifying 20,000 old motor-
cycles, and replacing aging
vehicles in coordination with
the transport ministry. He not-
ed that in the first five months
of this year, industrial diesel
consumption fell 5 percent
due partly to artificial intelli-
gence-based monitoring.
The official said two new re-
fineries — Adish-e Jonoubi
with 60,000 bpd capacity
and Mehr-e Khalij Fars with
120,000 bpd — will start op-
erations by year-end, lifting
Iran’s refining capacity by
180,000 bpd.

He added that two new oil and
product pipelines, inaugurated
during Government Week by
President Masoud Pezesh-
kian, span 800 km and cost
€730 million. The projects
are expected to cut reliance
on 1,600 road tankers, save
60 trillion rials ($120 million)
in transport costs, and deliver
an extra 100,000 bpd of feed-
stock to northern refineries.
Most of the work was carried
out with 95 percent domestic
expertise and locally made
equipment, Azimifar said, add-
ing that pipeline connections
such as Goreh—Jask and sup-
ply links to six power plants
were also advanced in the
government’s first year.
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ICCIMA warns
against govern-
ment plan for busi-
ness associations
council

A senior official at Iran Chamber
of Commerce, Industries, Mines
and Agriculture (ICCIMA) has
criticized a government plan to
form a “Supreme Council of As-
sociations,” saying it lacks legal
basis and risks weakening the in-
dependence of the private sector.
Hossein  Pirmoazzen, ICCIMA
deputy head, said the proposal
by the Ministry of Industry, Mine
and Trade contradicts the Law on
Continuous Improvement of the
Business Environment, which as-
signs the chamber responsibility
for organizing business associa-
tions.

“Government interference in the
internal affairs of the private sec-
tor is against the law. Establish-
ing such a council through MIMT
would be a clear example of state
intervention in autonomous pri-
vate-sector structures,” he said.
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Iran earned their second successive
win in the 2025 CAFA Nations Cup,

|I‘an d&feat |I1dla beating India 3-0 in Group B on Mon-
: day. Amirhossein Hosseinzadeh gave
In 2025 CAFA Team Melli the lead just before the
Natmns Cup hour mark and two goals from Ali

Alipour and Mehdi Taremi in the 89th
and 90th minutes sealed a 3-0 win for

Iran at the Hisor Central Stadium in
Hisor, Tajikistan.

Iran, who had defeated Afghani-
stan 3-1 in their opening match, are
scheduled to play host Tajikistan on
Thursday.

Group A consists of Uzbekistan, Kyr-
gyzstan, Turkmenistan and Oman.

By:

Although breast cancer generally shows no symp-
toms in its early stages, regular screening and
timely detection are key to effective treatment and
an improved outlook.

A breast lump is the most common presenting
symptom. But for about 1 in 6 women with breast
cancer, the broad spectrum of symptoms doesn’t
include a lump.

This article explores the early signs.

Early signs and symptoms of breast cancer

Early on, a person may notice a change in their
breast when they perform a monthly breast exam
or when minor abnormal pain doesn’t seem to go
away. Early signs and symptoms of breast cancer
to look for include:

e a new lump that doesn’t go away after your next
period

e swelling or a lump around the collarbone or un-

WWhat Are the Early Stons and Symptoms

der the arm

» changes in the shape of the nipple

e nipple discharge from one breast that’s clear, red,
brown, or yellow

¢ unexplained redness, swelling, skin irritation,
itchiness, or rash on the breast

* breast pain that doesn’'t go away after your next
period

A lump that’s hard with irregular edges is more
likely to be cancerous.

Having one or more of these symptoms doesn’t
necessarily mean you have breast cancer. Nipple
discharge, for example, can also be caused by an
infection.

See a doctor for a complete evaluation if you expe-
rience any of these signs and symptoms.

Signs vs. symptoms: Is there a difference?

A sign is an objective, visible indication of an

of Breast Gancer?

Source:
illness. A rash, bruise, abnormality on a medical
scan, or a high temperature, are all examples of
signs that might indicate an illness.
A symptom is a person’s reported, subjective ex-
perience. Feeling feverish, having a headache, or
a specific pain felt in the body, are examples of
symptoms that people experience.
Other causes of breast pain and tenderness
If you've had a mastectomy or other surgery relat-
ed to breast cancer, you might get lumps or bumps
caused by scar tissue in the reconstructed breast.
This isn’'t cancer, but you should let your doctor
know about them so they can be monitored.
Clinically known as mastalgia, breast pain can also
be caused by the following:
« the fluctuation of hormones caused by menstru-
ation
* some birth control pills

* some fertility treatments

* a bra that doesn’t fit well

* breast cysts

e large breasts, which may be accompanied by
neck, shoulder, or back pain

e stress

We often associate pain with something wrong,
so when people feel tenderness or pain in their
breasts, they often think of breast cancer. But
breast pain is rarely the first noticeable symptom
of breast cancer. Several other factors can cause
pain.

Is armpit pain a sign of breast cancer?

Pain in your armpit could be a symptom of cancer,
but it’s unlikely if the pain in your armpit occurs
by itself without other symptoms. Potential causes
of pain in this area include swollen lymph nodes,
muscle strain, or hormonal changes.

“It could fragment economic
actors, create parallel associa-
tions, and undermine genuine
representation.”

Pirmoazzen added that associa-
tions must be formed “from the
bottom up, based on the needs
and will of businesspeople, not
imposed from above.” He urged
the government to prioritize di-
alogue with the private sector,
acting as a facilitator and impar-
tial regulator rather than a direct
decision-maker.

He stressed that private-sector
independence is a cornerstone of
open economies, ensuring com-
petitiveness and investor trust.
“When the government inter-
Venes in organizing associations,
it goes against both the letter and
the spirit of the law on improving
the business environment,” he
said.

Iran says ready to
send humanitar-
ian assistance to
quake-hit Afghani-
stan

Iranian  President  Masoud
Pezeshkian has announced Teh-
ran’s readiness to provide hu-
manitarian assistance following
a devastating earthquake that
struck the eastern province of
Kunar late Sunday, killing hun-
dreds and injuring thousands.
The 6.0-magnitude tremor leve-
led homes and caused wide-
spread destruction across sever-
al towns near Jalalabad. Taliban
spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid
said at a press conference in Ka-
bul that at least 800 people were
killed and 2,500 injured in Kunar,
while another 12 deaths and 255
injuries were recorded in neigh-
boring Nangarhar province.

In a message on Monday, Presi-
dent Pezeshkian expressed deep
sorrow over the tragedy in the
“friendly and brotherly” nation
of Afghanistan. He also wished a
swift recovery for the injured.
Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi
separately conveyed sympathy to
the Afghan people and the fam-
ilies of the victims, emphasizing
that Iran was fully prepared to
dispatch relief and medical teams
to the quake-hit areas.

Foreign Ministry spokesman Es-
maeil Baghaei echoed the pledge,
stressing that Iran stands ready
to support the treatment of the
injured and to work with Afghan-
istan through regional and joint
cooperation to ease the suffering
caused by the disaster.

SATBA sions deal to expand small-scale renewable power in rural areas

Iran’s Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Organization (SATBA) signed a mem-
orandum of understanding (MOU) with the Organization of Municipalities and Rural
Administrations to develop small-scale renewable power plants of up to three mega-

watts in rural areas.

The MOU was signed by Masoud Nosrati, deputy interior minister and head of the
municipalities organization, and Mohsen Tarztalab, deputy energy minister and head of
SATBA. It aims to provide rural administrations, cooperatives, and unions with a frame-
work to establish renewable power plants and sell electricity under long-term contracts.
Under the deal, SATBA will support projects through guaranteed power purchase
agreements of up to 20 years, as well as alternative investment models including elec-
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The head of the Islamic Republic of Iran
Railways (known as RAI) and his Armenian
counterpart discussed expanding technical
and operational cooperation in rail trans-
port among CIS member states during a
recent visit to Russia.

According to IRNA, Jabarali Zakari, depu-
ty transport minister and head of the RA,
met the chairman of Armenian Railways on
the sidelines of a Railways exhibition in St.
Petersburg.

Talks covered establishing sustainable rail
transport, identifying cargo potential along
the corridor, activating freight forwarders,
and easing rail connectivity between Iran
and Russia through Armenia, contingent
on the resolution of political disputes be-
tween Armenia and Azerbaijan.

With Baku and Yerevan recently reaching
a preliminary agreement, officials conclud-
ed that the memorandum could help reo-
pen the western route of the International
North-South Transit Corridor (INSTC) via
Nakhchivan. This would restore rail links
between Iran and Russia through Yerevan
after years of suspension.

The sides agreed to hold their next meeting
in Tehran in the near future.

Iran, Armenia chambers launch joint
committee to ease customs bottlenecks
The Iran Chamber of Commerce, Indus-
tries, Mines and Agriculture (ICCIMA)

(R
L, |

M

announced that a recent trade mission to
Armenia produced 10 cooperation agree-
ments across energy, tourism, pharma-
ceuticals, transport, technical standards,
and culture.

Mohammadreza Bahraman, ICCIMA vice
president, said the delegation’s visit —
held in parallel with the Iranian president’s
official trip — marked a turning point for
regional economic cooperation, opening
doors to joint investment and expanded
market access.

“Armenia is not only a gateway to the 184
million-strong Eurasian Economic Union
(EAEU) but also a bridge to Europe through
its trade agreements with the EU,” Bahra-
man said.

He cited Armenia’s economic stability, in-
vestor-friendly environment, skilled work-
force, tax incentives and competitive costs
as key attractions for Iranian investors.
Among the key outcomes were a target
of $3.0 billion in bilateral trade using the
Iran-EAEU free trade agreement, and
the creation of a four-party committee of
chambers and customs officials to resolve
certificate-of-origin and customs barriers.
Progress was also made on infrastructure,
including a second border bridge over the
Aras River and completion of the third
power exchange line, which is expected to
boost energy and transport capacity sev-

tricity sales on the Iran Energy Exchange and barter mechanisms.
SATBA will also introduce solar and wind potential maps to guide investors, coordinate
with local power distribution companies to ensure grid connection, and provide a list of

qualified contractors across provinces.

The municipalities organization will promote SATBA's priority projects among local
stakeholders, identify suitable sites for development, and encourage rural cooperatives
and communities to invest in renewable generation. It will also help facilitate access to

low-interest financing from partner banks.

The memorandum also covers oversight of project implementation, technical training
for operators, and long-term management of renewable power plants in villages.
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Bahraman highlighted priority sectors for
Iranian investment in Armenia, including
mining, agriculture, pharmaceuticals, re-
newable energy, IT and R&D, as well as
logistics projects linked to the INSTC.

He added that proposals were made to
establish a permanent exhibition of Iranian
goods and joint industrial parks in border
regions.

Mining sector seen as next phase of Iran—
Armenia cooperation

Although a dedicated mining session was
not held during the visit, Bahraman said
groundwork was laid for future cooper-
ation through customs and legal frame-
works to support mineral exports.

The completion of Armenia’s third power
line would also enable the launch of min-
eral processing units, he noted.

Enterprise Armenia presented mineral op-
portunities to the Iranian delegation, pav-
ing the way for Iranian firms to enter explo-
ration, extraction and processing projects.
Bahraman called for ICCIMA to organize
a dedicated mining delegation to Armenia
as the next step, aligned with Iran’s goal
of 13 percent growth in mining under the
seventh development plan.

“Economic diplomacy is a marathon, not
a sprint,” Bahraman said. “In this trip, we

cleared the initial obstacles so that in fu-
ture visits, specialized cooperation — par-
ticularly in mining — can be pursued on a
sustainable footing. Armenia is more than
a market; it is a testing ground for new
regional models of cooperation. With un-
precedented incentives from the Armenian
government and ICCIMA's institutional
support, we can turn Armenia into Iran’s
strategic hub in Eurasia and Europe.”
Iran’s Industry, Mining and Trade Minister
has said tariffs on 87 percent of goods
traded between Iran and Armenia have
been eliminated, as Tehran presses ahead
with efforts to expand a preferential trade
pact with the Eurasian Economic Union
(EAEU).

Minister Seyed Mohammad Atabak said
Iran has been formally recognized as a
permanent observer in the EAEU, a status
that allows the country to broaden ties with
member states.

He noted that in recent years Tehran has
sought to strengthen commercial links
with neighbors, particularly Armenia,
which he described as Iran’s gateway to
the Eurasian market.

Atabak said the preferential trade agree-
ment that came into effect in May marked
a significant milestone, reducing tariffs on
the majority of goods traded with Armenia
to zero. “This development has already
spurred an upward trend in trade volumes
with Armenia and other EAEU members,”
he said, adding that negotiations to expand
the pact to cover other sectors are contin-
uing.

The announcement coincided with Presi-
dent Masoud Pezeshkian’s official visit to
Yerevan, where he was received by senior
Armenian officials.

On the sidelines of the trip, Iranian vice
president and head of the Planning and
Budget Organization (PBO) Seyed Hamid
Pourmohammadi held talks with Armenian
Deputy Prime Minister Mher Grigoryan.
The two officials reviewed opportunities to
expand cooperation in infrastructure and
transportation, including boosting road
and transit capacity between the two coun-
tries.

They also discussed energy trade, such
as electricity exchange, sales of liquefied
petroleum gas (LPG), and potential Iranian
exports of oil and natural gas to Armenia.
Iran also proposed supplying fuel to Arme-
nian airlines.

In the meeting, the two sides agreed to
establish joint working groups to monitor
and implement agreements.

During the visit to Armenia, President Ma-
soud Pezeshkian met with top Armenian
officials to discuss strategic cooperation,
particularly in transit corridors, regional
connectivity, and economic partnerships.
In this trip, in order to enhance the level
of relations, high-ranking officials of the
both countries signed a joint statement
and 10 memorandums of understanding
and cooperation documents in the polit-
ical, social, cultural, tourism, industrial,
educational, road and urban development,
art, and health fields in the presence of
President Pezeshkian and Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

On the sidelines of the visit, Iranian Min-
ister of Transport and Urban Development
Farzaneh Sadegh and Armenian Minister
of Territorial Administration and Infra-
structure Davit Hovhannisyan held a key
meeting to advance transportation infra-
structure, enhance logistic networks, and
resolve transit disputes.

In this meeting, Sadegh highlighted the
strategic importance of north-south and
Persian Gulf-Black Sea corridors and
urged improvements in Armenian road,
rail, and logistics systems to facilitate the
transfer of goods.

She also called for a revision of the roughly
$330 disparity in tariffs between the two
countries and stressed that new transit
routes should avoid geopolitical disrup-
tions.

Sadegh described the reopening of the
Jolfa—Yerevan—Georgia rail link as a major
step in boosting regional transit and char-
acterized President Pezeshkian’s visit as a
turning point in Tehran-Yerevan transport
and logistics relations.

Hovhannisyan thanked Iran for its support,
particularly following the 2024 earthquake,
praised Iranian contractors’ performance,
announced a tender for a new segment
of the north-south route, and confirmed
the formation of a joint working group to
address tariff discrepancies for Iranian ve-
hicles.

In the economic arena, Iranian Minister of
Industry, Mine and Trade Seyed Moham-
mad Atabak met with Armenian Minister of
Economy Gevorg Papoyan and announced
a target to increase bilateral trade to $3.0
billion.
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