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Tehran, Moscow dis-
cuss Rasht-Astara
railway, potential
Caspian cruise line

Iran’s Ambassador to Russia Ka-
zem Jalali, met Russian Transport
Minister Andrey Nikitin to discuss
key transport projects, including the
long-delayed Rasht-Astara railway,
the Iranian Embassy in Moscow
said.

Senior Russian transport officials
attended the talks, where both sides
stressed the need to accelerate
work on the Rasht-Astara section,
seen as the missing link in the
western branch of the Internation-
al North-South Transport Corridor
(INSTC). Meetings and coordina-
tion at ministerial and expert levels
were also reviewed.

According to Russia’s Transport
Ministry, the Rasht-Astara line will
connect the rail networks of Rus-
sia, Azerbaijan and Iran, enabling
the transport of at least 15 million
tons of cargo annually. Officials also
explored ways to expand freight
volumes along the INSTC by ad-
dressing infrastructure bottlenecks,
introducing competitive pricing and
developing multimodal services on
the corridor's western route.
Nikitin said road freight between
Iran and Russia grew 12.8 percent
in 2024, Russian news agency
TASS reported.

Talks also covered maritime co-
operation, with both countries ex-
pressing interest in strengthening
ties between logistics and port
operators, expanding multimodal
shipping using unified rail and sea
tariffs, and exploring the launch of a
Caspian Sea cruise line.

On aviation, the ministry noted a
positive trend, pointing to Aero-
flot's resumption of Moscow-Teh-
ran flights earlier this month and
Mahan Air's services on the Teh-
ran-Moscow and Tehran-Grozny
routes.

Energy Ministry
brings 150 MW of
solar power plants

online across 8

provinces

Iranian Energy Ministry has inau-
gurated 150 megawatts of solar
power plants across eight provinc-
es, most of them in 3.0 MW units,
Energy Minister Abbas Aliabadi said
at a ceremony marking Govern-
ment Week.

He said 854 solar projects in ca-
pacities ranging from 10 to 20 MW,
and even up to 2,000 MW, are un-
der development. Among them is
a planned 2,000 MW solar power
plant valued at 2.68 quadrillion rials
(about $5.4 billion), which will rely
on domestic technical and scientific
capabilities. Construction has also
begun on a 200 MW solar project in
Bushehr Province.

Before the latest launch, 176 MW of
solar capacity had been connected
to the grid. With the new projects,
operational capacity has risen to
more than 216 MW, officials said.
At the groundbreaking of the 100
MW Amir Kabir solar plant, Interior
Minister Eskandar Momeni said the
initiative marked a national move-
ment toward clean energy, with
entrepreneurs and investors at the
forefront.

He stressed the national target of
5,000 MW of solar generation in
Markazi Province and nationwide,
calling it essential for reducing envi-
ronmental pollution and improving
living standards.

Momeni praised private-sector
investors and urged authorities to
clear bureaucratic hurdles that slow
projects. He described the solar
expansion as a product of national
solidarity, comparing entrepreneurs
and industrialists driving renewable
energy to soldiers defending the
country in past wars.
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China is set to host two major
international events in the near
future: the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organization (SCO) Sum-
mit and the commemoration of
the 80th anniversary of the end
of World War II.

These events come at a time
when the global order—its
structures, norms, and even
the very instruments once re-
lied upon in earlier systems—
has entered a phase of pro-
found transformation, driven
by sharp competition among
great powers. Various regions
of the world, particularly West
Asia, are experiencing the often
bloody consequences of these
complex shifts.

The Islamic Republic of Iran
has resolved to participate at
the highest level in these crit-
ical gatherings, underscoring
its determination to contribute
meaningfully to shaping the
emerging international order.

From this perspective, and
given the exceptional global
circumstances, the visit of Dr.
Masoud Pezeshkian, President
of the Islamic Republic of Iran,
to China carries significant
weight—both in terms of in-
ternational and regional devel-
opments and in the context of
Iran—-China bilateral relations.

It is expected that during this
visit, Iran’s messages, posi-
tions, and expectations con-
cerning the global order and
regional dynamics will be
clearly conveyed, opening a
new chapter in bilateral ties
with China. In his meetings
with senior Chinese officials,
the groundwork is anticipated
to be laid for guiding the al-
ready strong partnership be-
tween Tehran and Beijing in a
way that reflects the realities
and imperatives of today’s
world. The success of this
trip, particularly on the bilater-

al front, will depend on Iran’s
ability to convincingly commu-
nicate four essential messages
to China’s leadership:

1. The political system of the
Islamic Republic of Iran, root-
ed in popular legitimacy and
supported by both its endog-
enous hard and soft power, is
far too resilient to be shaken
by Israel’s hybrid terrorist and
aerial operations, even when
coordinated with targeted U.S.
strikes. Iran’s sources of sta-
bility are internal, grounded in
its people and in a governance
system based on religious de-
mocracy.

2. Iran believes that the era of
bipolar confrontation, as well
as the globalization paradigm
once led by the United States,
has come to an end. A new era
has begun—one defined by
fierce strategic rivalry among
major powers. The United
States, once the self-declared

leader of the “global village”
and champion of globalization,
has abandoned the very rules
and norms it once promoted.
Today, Washington, together
with some of its allies, pur-
sues only the preservation of
its hegemony, often through
highly dangerous and at times
bloody disorder. By contrast, a
growing bloc of states advo-
cates for a pragmatic transition
toward a multipolar world that
elevates the standing of the
Global South. Aligned with the
foundational principles of the
Islamic Revolution and the will
of its people, the Islamic Re-
public of Iran stands ready to
play an active role in advancing
such a system to the benefit of
this bloc.

3. With U.S. backing, West
Asia has become one of the
central arenas of confrontation
between the United States and
the multipolar bloc. Israel’s ag-
gression against Iran must be
understood in this context. Re-
sponding to Israel’s repeated
violations, including genocide
and atrocities in Gaza, the sys-
tematic infringement of Syria’s
territorial integrity through
repeated strikes, continued at-
tacks on Lebanon, and territori-
al claims against other regional
states, cannot be confined to a
regional framework. These ac-
tions constitute a global chal-
lenge. It is therefore incumbent
upon the major powers that
advocate for a multipolar world
order to recognize this reality
and fulfill their responsibilities
accordingly.

4. The most serious threat to
Iran’s national security and
stability lies in its economic
vulnerabilities—weakness-

es that have emboldened the
United States and Israel to
attempt fresh military and
security disruptions. This fra-
gility has its roots in Iran’s
decade-long exclusion from
global development corridors
and its gradual marginalization
from global value chains. To-
day, however, Iran is working
to recalibrate its development
outlook, seeking to adapt it-
self to the requirements of the
yet-unformed global order. Its
strategy rests on harnessing
domestic economic strengths
while pursuing win-win part-
nerships with countries of the
Global South.

Despite the insecurity and in-
stability fueled in West Asia by
U.S. policies executed through
Israel—and despite Iran’s de-
termined resistance to them—
Tehran is committed to accel-
erating its development and
modernization. For this pur-
pose, Iran is prioritizing rapid
planning and implementation
of multilateral  cooperation
through frameworks such as
BRICS and the Shanghai Co-
operation Organization, while
simultaneously expanding bi-
lateral relations with friendly
and like-minded states.

In this context, a critical ques-
tion arises: as one of the lead-
ing powers of the Global South,
what role does China envision
for itself in this new path cho-
sen by Iran? How, and under
what terms, will Beijing engage
in a serious, comprehensive
partnership with Tehran—one
that draws fully on their shared
capacities and contributes to
the realization of a multipolar
world order and the empower-
ment of the Global South?

Iran produces around 560,000 tons of
aluminum ingots annually, below its in-
stalled capacity of more than 650,000
tons, due to recurring shortages of
electricity and natural gas, the head of
the Iranian Aluminum Industries Syn-

dicate said.

Houshang Goodarzi told state media
that the country’s aluminum industry
begins with alumina production at the
Jajarm complex and continues through
four main smelting units, with output

industries.

Downstream

According to Goodarzi, Iran requires
about 1.3 million tons of alumina to
meet its full ingot production capac-
ity. Domestic supply provides only
250,000 tons, with the remainder im-
ported, often under foreign exchange
constraints. For every kilogram of alu-
minum ingot, roughly twice as much
alumina powder is needed, he said.

0Of the 560,000 tons of aluminum in-
gots produced annually, about 450,000
tons could serve domestic demand.
But with alumina imports requiring
hard currency, large volumes are ex-
ported to finance raw material pur-
chases. In practice, around 300,000
tons are supplied to the domestic mar-
ket, while the rest is shipped abroad to
secure feedstock.
industries—including
foil, sheets, coated products, auto-
motive parts, wires and cables—are

Annuﬂl ﬂlummum (mtput‘reaehes 260,000 tons amid eneruy shortages

feeding a wide range of downstream  facing recession, largely due to power

outages and frequent production halts.

“The upstream sector continues pro-
duction according to plan and supplies
materials, but consumption is down,
and in recent weeks much of the inven-
tory in the commodities exchange has
gone unsold,” Goodarzi noted.

He added that restrictions on customs
clearance and central bank foreign ex-
change allocation have further strained
the sector. While some producers re-
sort to barter or alternative currency
arrangements, rising exchange rates
continue to drive up costs.
Aluminum  production,
pendent on stable electricity supply,
is disrupted when power or gas is
cut, forcing smelters to idle expensive
furnaces. Goodarzi expressed hope

highly de-

that power shortages would ease by

late summer, though gas supply con-
straints could emerge as a new chal-
lenge in winter.

PO uroes private sector to expand economic ties with Arab states

Iran’s Trade Promotion Organization (TPO) has
called on private companies to take greater advan-
tage of growing opportunities in Arab markets, a
senior official said.
Abdolamir Rabihavi, director general of TPO’s West
Asia office, said Arab countries rank among Iran’s
most important trade partners, with Iraq standing

as Iran’s second-largest partner and a key importer
of machinery and food processing lines from Kho-
rasan Razavi Province.
He also highlighted Qatar as another major Gulf
trade partner. In coordination with the provincial
industry and trade office and the Mashhad Cham-
ber of Commerce, a business forum was held to
showcase investment opportunities in Qatar.

The event, attended by Iran’s commercial attaché in
Doha, introduced projects and marketing strategies
for private companies seeking entry into the Qatari
market.

Rabihavi said the goal of such forums is to support
producers and exporters by familiarizing them with
target markets and available government-backed
opportunities. He added that identifying trade po-
tential and briefing business associations on re-
gional prospects is among the TPQ’s main tasks.
He noted that similar events are being held across

Iran to guide private-sector businesses on how to
access foreign markets. Rabihavi also pointed to

rising trade with Oman, citing the strong presence

of Omani delegations at the Tehran International
Building Industry Exhibition as an example of ex-
panding bilateral cooperation.In the spring sea-
son (March 20-June 21, 2025), Iran’s trade with
its neighbors, including Arab countries, totaled
$13.42 hillion over approximately 23 million tons
of goods. Exports accounted for $6.65 billion, with
Irag ($1.904 billion), UAE ($1.6 billion), Turkey

($940 million), Afghanistan (over $510 million),

tinations.

and Oman ($437 million) ranking as the main des-

On the import side, the UAE remained the largest
supplier to Iran at $3.885 billion, followed by Tur-
key ($1.986 billion) and Oman ($223 million), with
trade also rising with Qatar, Russia, and Turkmeni-
stan by double digits.
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Annual supply
of liquid fuel to
power plants
rises 40%

Iran supplied more than 22 bil-
lion liters of liquid fuel to pow-
er plants in the Iranian year
1403 (March 2024-March
2025), a 40 percent increase
from the previous year, the Qil
Ministry said.

The ministry said stable fuel
supply became a top priority at
the start of President Masoud
Pezeshkian’s  administration,
given low inventories and ris-
ing winter demand.

Average daily deliveries of
natural gas, gasoil and fuel oil
to power plants reached the
equivalent of 272 million cubic
meters of gas, up 21 million
cubic meters from the previ-
ous year.

To boost supply, the ministry
expanded transfer capacity
from southern refineries to
central and northern regions.
The first phase of a 26-inch
pipeline between Bandar Ab-
bas and Rafsanjan was com-
missioned ahead of sched-
ule in autumn 2024, adding
13 million liters per day in
throughput and eliminating the
need for 500 fuel tanker trucks.
Six power plants were newly
connected to the pipeline sys-
tem, with three more to follow
by year-end.

In logistics, the ministry added
3,700 tankers and rail wagons
to the fuel transport fleet, sup-
ported by incentive payments
to carriers, which helped ac-
celerate deliveries during the
winter peak.

Despite public concerns over
empty storage tanks, the min-
istry said power plant reser-
voirs — with a useful capacity
of 3.3 billion liters — were
filled and emptied nearly four
times during the year. It attrib-
uted temporary dips in stocks
to surging consumption rather
than shortfalls in supply.

On March 3, 2025, Iran set a
one-day record by delivering
107 million liters of liquid fuel
to power plants, including 72
million liters of gasoil and 35
million liters of fuel oil.
Average  gasoil  deliveries
reached 37.4 million liters per
day, up 10 million liters (37
percent) from the previous
year, while fuel oil supplies
averaged 28.6 million liters per
day, up 8.6 million liters (43
percent).

Iran victorious
over Hong Kong
at 2025 Asian
Women’s Junior
Handball Champi-
onship

Iran beat Hong Kong 39-20 at
the 2025 Asian Women’s Jun-
ior Handball Championship on
Wednesday.

The Iranian team will meet
India on Friday in the 5th-6th
place.

The Championship takes place
from Aug. 20 to 29 in Tashkent,
Uzbekistan. This year’s edition
features 10 participating teams
and marks the first time that
Uzbekistan hosts a continental
event in this age category.

As a qualification tournament
forthe 2026 IHF Women’s Jun-
ior World Championship, the
competition will award places
to the top four teams, who will
secure their participation at the
upcoming global event.
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Iran, Pakistan

expand flight

capacity to 24
weekly services

Iran and Pakistan have increased
their flight capacity from 15 to 24
weekly services for each side, the
Civil Aviation Organization of Iran
said

The agreement followed President
Masoud Pezeshkian’s visit to Paki-
stan, accompanied by the trans-
port minister and the head of the
Civil Aviation Organization. Under
the deal, Iran Air has also launched
a new service on the Mashhad-
Karachi route.

The accord includes lifting restric-
tions on flight routes, cooperation
in air navigation, and expanding
specialized aviation training.

The signing came after months of
talks between the civil aviation au-
thorities of both countries.
Separately, Iran’s Civil Aviation
Organization said it has started
talks with Armenia on a similar air
transport cooperation agreement.
The deal will be signed once both
countries complete the necessary
procedures and approvals.

Over $6.6b worth of
transport projects
inaugurated during
Government Week

Iran has inaugurated a series of
road and transport projects worth
329.01 trillion rials (about $6.63
billion) during Government Week,
the head of the Road Maintenance
and Transportation Organization
said.

Reza Akbari said the projects in-
clude road safety upgrades, rural
road development, intelligent
transport systems, and new infra-
structure. Among them was the
elimination of 281 accident-prone
black spots on major highways at
a cost of 25.5 trillion rials ($510
million).

Other initiatives included new facil-
ities at border terminals, three po-
lice and inspection centers, and 27
roadside service and rest complex-
es. The agency also completed 34
new bridges and refurbished 115
others with a combined budget of
95.3 trillion rials ($1.9 billion).

To improve road safety, authorities
installed 385 km of new concrete
and steel guardrails and added 45
km of roadway lighting plus 600
lighting points, costing 17 trillion
rials ($340 million). Eight new
road maintenance stations and
eight salt storage depots were also
completed.

Akbari said 2,200 km of asphalt
resurfacing on arterial roads was
carried out with a budget of 75
trillion rials ($1.5 billion), while
1,556 km of secondary and rural
roads were resurfaced, widened or
improved. In addition, 669 km of
new rural roads were built at a cost
of 68.3 trillion rials ($1.37 billion).
The ministry also purchased 400
road maintenance machines for
80 trillion rials ($1.6 billion) and
repaired or upgraded 1,500 oth-
ers with a budget of 35 trillion
rials ($700 million). As part of
the shift toward digitalization,
84 intelligent transport systems
were upgraded with 10 trillion ri-
als ($200 million). Five additional
infrastructure and technology
projects worth 8.7 trillion rials
($174 million) were launched in
various provinces. Separately, 27
privately funded roadside service
complexes valued at 166.2 trillion
rials ($3.3 hillion) were inaugu-
rated. Akbari estimated the total
current value of the Government
Week projects at 433.8 trillion ri-
als ($8.67 billion).
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Iran defeat
Afghanistan
in 2025 CAFA
Nations Cup

on Friday.

Iran came back from a goal down to
defeat Afghanistan 3-1 in the opening
match of the 2025 CAFA Nations Cup

In the match held at the Hisor Central
Stadium in Hisor, Tajikistan, Omid
Mousavi gave Afghanistan the lead in
21st minute but Majid Aliyari leveled

the score five minutes later. Amirhos-
sein Hosseinzadeh made it 2-1 in the
36th minute and Aliyari was on target
once again in 64th minute.

Iran will play India and Tajikistan on
Sept. 1and 4, respectively in Group B.
Group A consists of Uzbekistan, Kyr-
gyzstan, Turkmenistan and Oman.

By:

Breast cancer is caused by gene mutations to
the DNA in breast cells. Exactly what triggers this
change is unknown.

What is known is that there are risk factors that
may increase your chances of getting breast can-
cer. Some of them, like age, family history, and
dense breasts, can’t be changed. Others are deter-
mined by lifestyle factors that can often be con-
trolled.

In the United States, it's estimated that around
30% of new cancer diagnoses in women will be
breast cancer, according to the American Cancer
Society (ACS). This makes early detection — and
possible prevention — very important.

What do we know about the cause of breast can-
cer?

Breast cancer originates in breast tissue and is
caused by changes, or mutations, in breast cell
DNA. These mutations cause cells to grow abnor-
mally and divide quicker than healthy cells do. The
abnormal cells accumulate, forming a malignant
(cancerous) breast mass, also known as a lump.
Your immune system may be able to successfully
fight some abnormal cells. But the ones that con-
tinue to grow may spread or metastasize through-
out the breast to the lymph nodes or other parts
of the body.

What Canses Breast Cancer?

Source:

When breast cancer spreads, the malignant tum-
ors it causes in other places are still referred to as
breast cancer.

What exactly triggers DNA changes in breast cells
isn’t clear. Two people can have the same or simi-
lar risk factors, but only one might develop breast
cancer.

What are the risk factors for breast cancer?

Age is the most significant risk factor for breast

cancer. Most breast cancer cases are diagnosed in
people at a median age of 62 years old.

But your genetics and external factors, like smok-
ing, also have an impact. Genetic risk factors can’t
be changed, but lifestyle choices that put you at
higher risk can be altered.

It's also likely that genetic and environmental risk
factors impact many people when several are pres-
ent.

Genetic risk factors

Sex

People assigned female at birth are at a significant-
ly higher risk of getting breast cancer than those
not.

According to the Centers for Disease Gontrol and
Prevention (CDC), only about 1 in every 100 cases
of breast cancer diagnosed in the United States is
ina man.

Heredity

You can inherit a gene mutation that puts you at
higher risk for breast cancer from either biological
parent. About 5% to 10% of all breast cancer cas-
es are caused by hereditary gene mutations. The
most common type is a mutation in the BRCA1 or
BRCA2 gene.

Your risk for breast cancer increases to 60% if you
have a harmful BRCA1 or BRCA2 gene mutation.
Your risk for ovarian cancer is also increased.
Family history

Menstruation and menopause

Lifestyle risk factors

Smoking

Environmental exposure to toxins

Diet

Obesity

Hormone-based medications

[raan, Belarus sign airworthiness cooperation deal '

recognized by the other, enabling Iranian companies to supply aircraft parts,
equipment and services to international markets. Officials said the move is
expected to spur economic growth and boost trade in the aviation sector.

The organization added that similar talks are underway with several other
countries, with the Belarus deal serving as a model for broader aviation
cooperation.
Politically, such agreements are seen as strengthening international rela-
tions and aligning regulatory frameworks with International Givil Aviation
Organization (ICAQ) standards, while encouraging other countries to enter
into similar accords.

Iran and Belarus have signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU)
on aviation engineering and technical cooperation, which includes mutual
recognition of airworthiness certification, the Civil Aviation Organization of

Iran said.

The agreement was signed during President Masoud Pezeshkian’s visit to
Belarus as part of efforts to strengthen aviation ties.
It aims to create a framework for the export of engineering services, devel-
opment of maintenance and repair centers, aircraft design and manufactur-
ing, and the growth of knowledge-based companies.
Under the MoU, airworthiness certificates issued by either country will be

Pezeshkian calls China a strategic

partner for Iran ahead of be

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian
has described relations between the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran and the People’s
Republic of China as “strategic,” stress-
ing that Tehran is a reliable partner for
Beijing in political, economic, and in-
ternational arenas—particularly in con-
fronting unilateralism.

Chairing a coordination meeting on
Wednesday to review bilateral coop-
eration and prepare for his upcom-
ing state visit to China, Pezeshkian
underlined Iran’s geopolitical weight
on the regional and global stage. He
said the Islamic Republic is eager to
pursue “serious and constructive co-
operation” with China, especially in
advancing the Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI), a multi-trillion-dollar project
launched in 2013 which is seeking to
improve transportation infrastructures
linking China to Europe, Asia, and Af-
rica. All other areas of cooperation,
he added, could be framed within that
initiative.

Senior officials and ministers attend-
ing the meeting discussed key areas of
Iran-China relations, reviewed the status
of existing agreements and projects,
and proposed measures to accelerate
their implementation.

Political adviser to the president, Mehdi
Sanai, announced that Pezeshkian will
travel to China on August 31 to attend
and deliver addresses at two major
gatherings: the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) summit and the
“Shanghai Plus” meeting, which will
bring together representatives from
over 30 countries. His agenda also in-
cludes talks with President Xi Jinping
and bilateral meetings with several other
world leaders.

Separately, informed sources confirmed
that Pezeshkian, along with Russian
President Vladimir Putin and North Ko-
rean leader Kim Jong Un, will participate
in China’s Victory Day parade on Sep-
tember 3, marking the 79th anniversary
of Japan’s surrender in World War 1.
According to Reuters, it will be the first
joint public appearance of Putin and Kim
alongside President Xi, seen as a show
of collective solidarity amid Western
pressure.

China’s Foreign Ministry has said 26
foreign leaders are expected to attend
the parade. No Western leaders are
participating, with the exception of Slo-
vak Prime Minister Robert Fico. Other
confirmed attendees include Belarusian
President Alexander Lukashenko, In-

1jng visit
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donesian President Prabowo Subianto,
Serbian President Aleksandar Vucic,
and South Korean National Assembly
Speaker Woo Won-shik. UN Under-Sec-
retary-General Li Junhua will represent
the world body.

The Victory Day parade—set to be one
of China’s largest in recent years—uwill
showcase advanced military hardware,
including fighter aircraft, missile defense
systems, and hypersonic weapons.
China is Iran’s largest trade partner.
Both states are subject to different levels
of illegal sanctions imposed by the US.
The two countries signed the long-term
strategic partnership deal in March
2021 in an attempt to reinforce their
long-standing economic and political
alliance.

On Tuesday, Iran’s transport minister
said the country would soon finalize a
contract with China for a high-speed
railway project connecting the capital
Tehran to the second-largest city of
Mashhad. Farzaneh Sadegh said that the
Chinese investor of the project would
sign a contract with the Iranian side
for the Tehran-Mashhad high-speed
rail project during Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian’s visit to Beijing
next week.

Argentine diplomat Rafael Mari-
ano Grossi, director-general of
the International Atomic Ener-
gy Agency (IAEA), has officially
confirmed his intention to run for
the post of United Nations sec-
retary-general when Antdnio Gu-
terres’ term ends in January 2027.
“I will be a candidate for UN sec-
retary-general,” Grossi, 64, told
reporters during a press confer-
ence in Washington on Wednes-
day, noting that he had already
discussed the matter with U.S.
Secretary of State Marco Rubio.
The leadership of the UN, the
world’s highest diplomatic posi-
tion, carries a five-year mandate
with the possibility of re-election.
Though no formal procedure ex-
ists, contenders typically secure
backing from member states,
while permanent Security Council
members retain veto power over
any nominee.

Grossi’s candidacy comes as no
surprise. For years, he has been
floated as a likely contender. But
his bid is not without controversy.
Grossi has drawn heavy criticism
for politicizing the IAEA and ac-
tively enabling Western and Israeli
narratives in their joint assault on
Iran.

In the days leading up to Israel’s
military assault on Iran, an |AEA
report citing enrichment levels
“higher than those in countries
without military nuclear pro-
grams” was repeatedly cited by
the Israeli regime as a pretext for
escalation. Although Grossi later
admitted to CNN that the Agency
had found no evidence of a “sys-
tematic effort” by Iran to build
nuclear weapons, this retraction
came too late. The report had
already fueled a Western-draft-
ed resolution against Iran at the
IAEA Board of Governors—laying

Tehran Times exclusive vindicated: LAEA
Chief dectares U\ Secretary-General bid

diplomatic groundwork for the ag-
gression that followed.

The joint Israeli-U.S. war of ag-
gression against Iran began on
June 13. The conflict ended less
than two weeks later, on June
25, after Iran’s retaliatory missile
strikes overwhelmed Israeli de-
fense systems and forced a halt to
hostilities.

An April investigation by the Teh-
ran Times shed further light on
Grossi’s motivations. According
to the report, Grossi’s political
maneuvering and repeated an-
ti-Iran remarks were not born of
personal conviction alone, but
tied directly to promises made by
the European Troika—Germany,
France, and the UK. According to
the report, the E3 have pledged
their backing for his UN bid in
exchange for his cooperation in
demonizing Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram and helping justify renewed
sanctions through the “snapback”
mechanism.

The exposé noted that Grossi
has consistently overstated Iran’s
nuclear capabilities in interviews
with Western outlets, at times
claiming Tehran could build “six
to seven bombs” without of-
fering corroborating evidence.
Iranian officials have repeatedly
denounced his comments as po-
litical, with nuclear chief Moham-
mad Eslami reminding Grossi last
year that his role is technical, not
diplomatic.

By aligning himself with the E3,
Grossi has allowed the IAEA to be-
come a political tool in the broad-
er Western pressure campaign on
Iran. In Tehran’s view, his actions
amount to complicity in the war
narrative against the Islamic Re-
public, undermining the neutrality
expected of the world’s nuclear
watchdog.
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