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Iran ready to supply

steel products, en-

gineering services
to Uzbekistan

Iran is ready to supply steel prod-
ucts and engineering services to
Uzbekistan, the head of the Irani-
an Mines and Mining Industries
Development and Renovation
Organization (IMIDRO) said in a
meeting with the head of Uzbek-
istan’s Metallurgy Association.
Mohammad Aghajanlou, who
also serves as deputy industry
minister, pointed to Iran’s expe-
rience in building a sponge iron
plant in Kazakhstan and said
Iranian firms were prepared to
export technical and engineering
services to Uzbekistan.

He added that IMIDRO and its
subsidiaries could export steel
chain products, as well as copper
and aluminum, while also offering
engineering services, IRIB report-
ed.

Aghajanlou said Iran has the ca-
pacity to produce 50 million tons
of steel annually and export more
than 10 million tons using do-
mestic technology.

He noted that Iranian mining
and metals companies are ready
to supply guaranteed-quality
products to Uzbek partners, with
logistics and port infrastructure in
southern Iran available to support
trade.

Gulbakhor Tojimirzaeva, head of
Uzbekistan’s Metallurgy Asso-
ciation, said Uzbek companies
planned to purchase 300,000
tons of Iranian steel by the end
of this year, citing Iran’s techno-
logical expertise in the sector. She
said Uzbekistan could also host
Iranian-built steel plants, with
both sides ready to sign cooper-
ation agreements.

The meeting at IMIDRO head-
quarters, attended by Iranian
mining firms, signaled closer eco-
nomic ties between Tehran and
Tashkent and potential growth in
Iran’s exports to Central Asia.
In early June, Iran’s northern
Mazandaran province opened a
trade center in Uzbekistan’s cap-
ital city Tashkent.

The inauguration ceremony of the
center, which is located in Food
City area in Tashkent, was partici-
pated by the Iranian Ambassador
to Uzbekistan Mohammad-Ali
Eskandari, as well as Abdollah
Mohajeri, a board member of
Iran Chamber of Commerce, In-
dustries, Mines and Agriculture
(ICCIMA), and Ali Tagipour, the
head of the Chamber of Com-
merce of Sari city, the center of
Mazandaran.

Addressing the inaugural cere-
mony, the Iranian ambassador to
Tashkent stated: “The Mazandaran
province trade center in Tashkent
will help further develop econom-
ic and trade relations between
Iran and Uzbekistan. The mer-
chants of this province can offer
good and quality Iranian goods
to the Uzbek market at a cheaper
price.”

Abdollah Mohajer, for his part,
said: “Uzbekistan is an important
country for Iran. The opening of
this trade center in Tashkent will
be beneficial for both countries.”
Back in early February, the head
of the Iran-Uzbekistan Joint
Chamber of Commerce had an-
nounced the establishment of a
permanent sales office for Ira-
nian food industry products in
Tashkent, Uzbekistan, while citing
FATF-related restrictions as the
biggest obstacle to trade between
the two countries.

According to the Iran Chamber
of Commerce, Industries, Mines,
and Agriculture (ICCIMA), Mousa
Aghaei said that the sales office
was launched in cooperation
with the Mazandaran Chamber of
Commerce and the Iran-Uzbeki-
stan Joint Chamber.
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Unleashmg pmsperlty How the SCO 1§ shapmg i 1iew economie landscape

Editor's note: At the Shang-
hai Cooperation Organization
(SCO)’s Astana Summit in
July 2024, Chinese President
Xi Jinping called for building a
common home featuring soli-
darity and mutual trust, peace
and tranquility, prosperity and
development, good-neigh-
borliness and friendship, as
well as fairness and justice. To
highlight this vision, CGTN has
launched the five-part series
Common Home, Moving For-
ward. The third article in this
series focuses on economic
interconnections.

When the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organization (SCO) was
founded in 2001, its primary
goal was enhancing regional
security and stability. Over

time its mission expanded to
include economic coopera-
tion, recognizing that common
development is intrinsically
linked to sustainable prosper-
ity and stability.

Today, the SCO is the larg-
est regional organization by
geography and population,
endowed with a vast market,
diverse resources and growth
potential. One of its primary
objectives now is to facilitate
trade and investment among
member states, and initiatives
such as the SCO Business
Council and the Interbank
Consortium have been estab-
lished to promote cross-bor-
der commerce and financial
cooperation.

The trade volume between Chi-
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na and other member states,
observer states and dialogue
partners of the SCO reached
a record high of $890 billion
in 2024. It accounted for 14.4
percent of China’s total export
and import, demonstrating the
vitality and prospects of in-
tra-regional trade.

SCO cooperation has also
boosted infrastructure con-
nectivity across Eurasia. Flag-
ship transport networks such
as the China-Central Asia-
West Asia Economic Corridor
and the China-Kyrgyzstan-Uz-
bekistan Railway have signifi-
cantly reduced trade barriers.
Enhanced energy infrastruc-
ture such as the China-Central
Asia Gas Pipeline and East-
ern Russia-China Natural Gas

Pipeline ensures the region’s
energy security and stabi-
lizes global energy markets.
SCO member states recently
signed a memorandum of
understanding to jointly con-
struct “Silk Road Stations” to
address critical infrastructure
gaps along rapidly expanding
trade corridors.

In addition, the SCO has facil-
itated alignment of develop-
ment strategies. The Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI) proposed
by China aligns closely with
the development strategies
of other SCO member states,
including Kazakhstan’s Bright
Road Initiative, the Nation-
al Development Program of
Kyrgyzstan, and the National
Development Strategy of Ta-
jikistan.

Sustainable development has
become a new priority of the
SCO, with green and digital
development as the focus ar-
eas.

Over the years, SCO members
have made remarkable pro-
gress in green development.
According to a report released
during the SCO Energy Minis-
ters Meeting this June, SCO
countries had a total renewa-
ble energy installed capacity
of 2.31 billion kW as of the
end of 2024, accounting for
about half of the global total.
The SCO Green Development
Forum is a platform for mem-
bers to discuss areas of devel-
opment as green development
partners, and further align
with the organization’s Green

[ran exports non-otl products valued at S605m to Pakistan i 4 months

Development Agenda.

Digital development is anoth-
er growing area for the SCO.
Initiatives like the SCO Digital
Economy Forum and the Dig-
ital Silk Road play a crucial
role in linking Eurasian digi-
tal economies. Cross-border
e-commerce between China
and other SCO member states
grew by 34 percent in 2024
over the previous year.

SCO members are also push-
ing for digital transition of the
group. The Action Plan for the
Digital Transformation of SCO
Member States adopted in
June, for instance, encourages
further collaboration in e-com-
merce, artificial intelligence,
and smart infrastructure.

But despite the progress,
the SCO still faces hurdles to
greater economic integration.
Externally, the group is under
close scrutiny and sustained
pressure from the West, which
seeks to play divide and rule.
Internally, cooperation within
the group faces problems due
to the members’ diverse de-
velopment stages, economic
models, cultural traditions and
even geopolitical disputes.

To better cope with these chal-
lenges, the SCO can strength-
en institutional mechanisms
to enhance connectivity in five
priority areas: policy, infra-
structure, trade, finance, and
people-to-people ties. That
will better align competitive
advantages and foster mutu-
al understanding and mutual
trust.

Iran exported non-oil commodities val-
ued at $603 million to Pakistan during
the first four months of the current Ira-
nian calendar year (March 21-July 22),
according to the head of the Islamic
Republic of Iran Customs Administra-
tion (IRICA). Foroud Asgari said that
Pakistan was Iran’s sixth top non-oil
export destination in the mentioned
four-month period.

On August 3, an Iran—Pakistan Busi-
ness Conference was held in Islam-
abad with Iranian President Masoud

Pezeshkian in attendance, alongside a
high-ranking delegation. The event was
hosted by Pakistan’s Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister, Senator
Mohammad Ishaq Dar. Upon his arriv-
al at the conference venue, Pezeshkian
was welcomed by Senator Dar. The
gathering brought together numerous
business leaders, officials from cham-
bers of commerce, and representatives
of major Pakistani investment firms.

In his opening remarks, Pakistan’s
Commerce Minister Jam Kamal Khan

welcomed the finalization of a draft
Free Trade Agreement between the two
countries and said both sides are com-
mitted to resolving tariff-related issues
and enhancing border infrastructure.
He announced that the next session
of the Iran-Pakistan Joint Economic
Commission will be held in Tehran next
month and highlighted the activation
of the Pishin—-Mand border market as
a joint commitment aimed at boosting
bilateral trade. He also revealed plans
to open a new border crossing at
Chadgi—Kouhak. Iran’s Minister of In-
dustry, Mining and Trade Mohammad
Atabak, also addressed the conference,
expressing appreciation for Pakistan’s
support of Iran during Israel’s recent
12-day offensive, which he said had
deeply resonated with the Iranian pub-
lic. Atabak noted that while trade vol-
umes between the two countries had
increased last year, implementation of
current agreements will require expan-
sion of land terminals, improvement
of rail connectivity, and enhanced port
cooperation.

Senator Dar emphasized the close ties
between Iran and Pakistan under the
framework of the Economic Cooper-
ation Organization (ECO), and invited

Iranian investors to explore opportuni-
ties in Pakistan, citing broad economic
reforms and the creation of a special
investment facilitation council.
Referring to his recent talks with Ira-
nian Foreign Minister Seyed Abbas
Araghchi, Dar said both countries are
determined to strengthen cooperation
in customs and border infrastructure
development. Iran and Pakistan have
been striving to expand economic co-
operation despite longstanding infra-
structure bottlenecks and geopolitical
challenges. Both nations are part of
the ECO bloc and share strategic in-
terests in regional trade connectivity,
especially through initiatives like the
Pishin-Mand border market and the
INSTC corridor. Also, Reza Masrour,
Secretary of Iranian Free Trade, Indus-
trial and Special Economic Zones High
Council, who was one of the delegates
accompanying President Pezeshkian
during his visit to Pakistan, said that
Iran and Pakistan were exploring joint
agricultural ventures and transport
corridor integration as part of efforts
to boost bilateral trade, including plans
for cross-border rice cultivation and
connecting Pakistan’s China-backed
economic corridor to Iran.

Iran’s crude oil production reached its
highest level in seven and a half years

at the beginning of September, the head
of the National Iranian Oil Company
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NPT and diplo-
macy will be
dismantled after
‘snapback’ ac-
tivation, source
tells Tehran
Times

A high-level informed Iranian
source has told the Tehran
Times that activating the
disputed “snapback” mech-
anism to reimpose UN sanc-
tions on Tehran would force
a “very strong” reaction from
Iran, deal a serious blow
to global non-proliferation
efforts, and permanently de-
stroy the path of diplomacy.
The source, speaking on
condition of anonymity, said
Western states have miscal-
culated Iran’s resolve and
operate under the “percep-
tion” that Tehran would not
respond forcefully to such a
move. “We consider leaving
the snapback unanswered as
a path towards greater ten-
sion,” the source said.

The so-called  snapback
mechanism is a clause of the
2015 nuclear deal, known
as the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA). It al-
lows signatories to reinstate
UN sanctions against Iran
should they find it noncom-
pliant. Iranians contend that
activating the snapback un-
der the current circumstanc-
es is illegal and immoral, as
the U.S. left the pact in 2018
and re-imposed sanctions,
the Europeans subsequently
scrapped their own commit-
ments, and Iran’s nuclear fa-
cilities came under attack by
Washington and Israel this
past June.

The Europeans, nonethe-
less, appear adamant about
triggering the mechanism.
While the return of UN sanc-
tions would not add to the
long list of economic sanc-
tions targeting Iran - as they
were largely re-imposed after
Washington left the JCPOA in
2018 - it could have tempo-
rary effects on Iran’s curren-
cy market and further affect
the value of the Iranian Rial.
While Iran previously said it
would leave the NPT (Trea-
ty on the Non-Proliferation
of Nuclear Weapons) if the
snapback were triggered,
it now appears to believe
such a move would mean it
should no longer negotiate
its nuclear program with the
West. “With the activation of
the snapback mechanism,
neither lran’s economy nor
its internal unity will be de-
stroyed; but the negotiations
will certainly be destroyed,”
the source said.

[ran’s ol output hits 7.-vear high, NIOC head says

(N10C) said on Tuesday.

Hamid Bovard said the achievement
was the result of the tireless efforts of
oil industry specialists and workers, in
line with the goals of President Masoud
Pezeshkian’s administration to boost
the economy.

He added that the milestone would be
remembered as a proud moment for
the oil sector and could mark a prom-
ising start for the government’s future
energy plans.

He said that in 2024 the oil industry’s
management focused on NIOC’s struc-
tural priorities, with a strategy to maxi-
mize recovery from oil and gas resourc-
es alongside expanding exports.

The aim, he added, was to raise ef-
ficiency and strengthen economic
growth while securing the country’s
development outlook.

Iran’s crude oil production rose by
about 200,000 barrels per day (bpd) in
July, according to the International En-
ergy Agency (IEA), which reported the
country’s output reached 3.27 million
bpd.

In its latest monthly short-term energy
outlook, the IEA said Iran’s July output
increased from 3.08 million bpd in
June, marking a gain of 190,000 bpd.
The report showed total oil production
by the 12 members of the Organization
of the Petroleum Exporting Countries

(OPEC) slipped to 28.21 million bpd in
July, down 210,000 bpd from June’s
28.42 million bpd.

Oil Minister Mohsen Paknejad told re-
porters on July 15 that he would not
comment on exact production or export
figures, but insisted Iran’s crude output
and shipments continue as usual. “The
situation in this sector is favorable and
without problems,” he said.

Separately, the latest OPEC Statistical
Bulletin highlighted Iran’s strong year-
on-year growth. The data showed that
in 2024, Iran recorded the highest an-
nual increase in crude output globally,
with production up 13 percent com-
pared with 2023.
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Israel seeks to
weaken Lehanon
the same way it

crippled Syria:

Araghchi

Iranian Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Araghchi has reaffirmed
Tehran’s commitment to pre-
serving Syria’s  sovereignty
and territorial integrity, warning
that Israel seeks to replicate in
Lebanon the same destabilizing
tactics it has employed in Syria.
In an interview with Asharg
Al-Awsat, Araghchi rejected Is-
raeli aggression and cautioned
that excessive concessions to
the Zionist regime have only
encouraged it to push further.
He said Iran remains opposed
to any partition of Syria and
continues to support the coun-
try’s  sovereignty,  borders,
and stability. “Experience has
shown that if stability and calm
do not prevail, Syria can once
again turn into a hub for terror-
ist groups, which would benefit
no one in the region,” he said.
While noting that Tehran has
not yet established contact
with Syria’s new government,
Araghchi said there was no
rush. “When the new Syrian
administration  realizes that
relations with Iran serve the
interests of its government and
people, we will certainly exam-
ine it,” he explained.

Turning to Lebanon, the top
diplomat said Israel is attempt-
ing to strip the country of its
defenses in the same way it has
crippled Syria. “Look at Syria,”
he remarked. “A new govern-
ment is in place that is com-
pletely different from Bashar
al-Assad’s, yet more of its land
is occupied than before. Isra-
el has bombed every military
capability the new Syrian gov-
ernment had, leaving it with no
strong defenses. This is exactly
the fate they want for Lebanon.”
He dismissed allegations that
Iran interferes in Lebanon,
saying decisions about Hez-
bollah’s weapons belong to
the Lebanese people, political
parties, and the group itself.
“Disarming Hezbollah is an en-
tirely Israeli scheme,” Araghchi
warned. “The only factor that
has stopped Israel so far is the
resistance. What deters Israeli
aggression is not appeasement
but strength. The more con-
cessions you make, the more
Israel will demand. Netanyahu
is already talking openly about
a ‘Greater Israel’ that stretches
into Arab lands, even into half
of Saudi Arabia.”

The Iranian foreign minister
added that Tehran is open to
cooperating with Saudi Arabia
on Lebanon, noting that he
had a “very constructive dis-
cussion” on the issue with his
Saudi counterpart, Prince Faisal
bin Farhan. “We may have dif-
ferences, but we spoke ration-
ally and calmly. | am sure Saudi
Arabia, like us, wants to help
the Lebanese people,” he said.
On broader ties with Riyadh,
Araghchi described Saudi Ara-
bia as “a major country in the
region and the Islamic world,”
adding that Iran also holds a
pivotal position. “We have lived
side by side in this region, we
do so now, and we will in the
future. Peace and stability can
only be achieved through coop-
eration between Iran and Saudi
Arabia,” he stressed. While ac-
knowledging rivalry and disa-
greements, he emphasized that
such competition must not turn
into hostility.

PBO head out-

lines coastal,

VTern water projects

Saturday - August 30, 2025 R under new de-
velopment plan

The head of Iran’s Planning and Budget
Organization (PBO) said the govern-
ment is pressing ahead with major
water and infrastructure projects, in-
cluding the construction of 83 dams
and development of the Makran coast
along the country’s southern shores.
Seyed Hamid  Pourmohammadi,
speaking in a state television program

marking Government Week, outlined
plans in water supply, healthcare, edu-
cation, transport, and southern coastal
development. As IRNA reported, he
cited climate change, declining rainfall,
and shrinking per capita water resourc-
es as the country’s most pressing chal-
lenge, saying water should be treated
as an economic commodity.

By:

Burnout and depression share similar features that
can make it challenging to tell the two apart. Burnout
is considered situational, however, while depression
can affect every area of daily life and function.
Depression and burnout represent different ex-
periences, though the terms are sometimes used
interchangeably to describe feelings of mental and
physical exhaustion, emotional disconnect, and re-
duced motivation.

While burnout and depression may resemble one
another in some aspects, several important differ-
ences set them apart.

What is the difference between depression and
burnout?

Burnout and depression are not the same, but some
debateTrusted Source still exists about where one
ends and the other begins.

Areas of effect

One of the most defining differences between burn-
out and depression may be their areas of effect.
Burnout, also known as burnout syndrome (BOS), is
notTrusted Source a formal medical diagnosis. The
11th Revision of the International Classification of
Diseases (ICD-11) defines it as an occupational phe-
nomenon that does not apply to other areas of life.
Depression, officially known as major depressive
disorder (MDD), is a mental health condition with a
set list of diagnostic criteria. It often affects most or

Burnout or Depression? Here Is

all areas of your life, including occupation, academ-
ics, cognitive abilities, emotions, social function,
and personal agency.

Symptoms

Burnout and depression share certain symptoms,
but these often differ in scope and duration.
Symptoms of MDD involve significant impairment
or distress. They’re present nearly all day, almost
every day, regardless of your circumstances.

The Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental
Disorders, 5th edition, text revision (DSM-5-TR)
lists the formal symptoms of MDD as:

* low mood (sadness, emptiness, hopelessness,
despair)

«|oss of interest in pleasurable activities

e unintentional weight or appetite changes

* sleeping too much or too little

« fatigue or energy loss

e restlessness  or

slowed motor func-

tion _

passes
three  symptom
SNy

Source:

e body or joint aches

and pains

* headache

e cramps

* digestive issues ///, e
In burnout, symptoms

are limited to occupational ex-

periences and may improve once you're no longer
in that situation.

According to the ICD-11, burnout primarily encom-

oW to know

* reduced professional efficacy (changes in perfor-
mance or how well you do what you do)

A study from 2021 expanded on burnout’s symp-
toms and identified them as:

* exhaustion

* low concentration and decision making capabilities
* social withdrawal

QSS of empathy
——— ) * reduced work perfor-
mance

Burnout doesn’t have de-
fined diagnostic criteria,
but other symptoms have
also been reported, such as:

e increased anxiety
* low tolerance of frustration

« challenged concentration
or difficulty making decisions
e recurrent suicidal ideation
To receive a diagnosis of MDD, at least five of these
symptoms must be present during the same 2-week
period, including low mood or diminished interest.
MDD may also feature physical symptoms such as:

categoriesTrusted Source:

* energy depletion (low energy) or exhaustion

e mental distancing, negativism, or cynicism re-
garding your occupation (feeling tired or indifferent
about what you do)

o fearfulness

* inadequate sleep
e muscle tension
* headaches

* digestive issues

South Korea shares rental housing model with Iran

A delegation of South Korean housing offi-
cials attended a meeting at Iran’s Transport
and Urban Development Ministry on Tuesday
to present their experience in providing social

rental housing, the ministry said.

The visit was coordinated by the United Na-
tions Habitat office in Tehran and focused on
transferring successful practices in affordable
rental housing policies to Iran’s housing sec-

tor.

Iran’s Steel Producers Association and
the Uzbekistan Metallurgy Association
signed a memorandum of understand-
ing on joint cooperation in the iron and
steel sector, the Iranian association said
on Wednesday.

The Uzbek delegation, led by association
head Gulbahor Tojimirzayeva, was host-
ed in Tehran by Bahram Sobhani, chair-
man of the Iranian association.

The delegation also included Iran’s
commercial attaché in Tashkent and
representatives of the Trade Promotion
Organization (TPO).

Sobhani highlighted Iran’s steel produc-
tion capacity and said Iranian steelmak-
ers and engineering firms are ready to
meet industrial and mining needs across
the region, particularly in Uzbekistan.
Tojimirzayeva introduced the Uzbek as-
sociation’s 17 members and described
the country’s steel industry as rapidly
developing, calling for the transfer of Ira-
nian expertise and know-how to Uzbeki-
stan. Also in a meeting with Tojimirzaye-
va, the head of the Iranian Mines and
Mining Industries Development and
Renovation Organization (IMIDRO) said
that Iran is ready to supply steel prod-

¥

ited stock of rental units.

National Housing Plan.
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ucts and engineering services to Uz-
bekistan. Mohammad Aghajanlou, who
also serves as deputy industry minister,
pointed to Iran’s experience in building
a sponge iron plant in Kazakhstan and
said Iranian firms were prepared to ex-
port technical and engineering services
to Uzbekistan. He added that IMIDRO
and its subsidiaries could export steel
chain products, as well as copper and
aluminum, while also offering engineer-
ing services, IRIB reported.

Aghajanlou said Iran has the capacity to
produce 50 million tons of steel annual-
ly and export more than 10 million tons
using domestic technology.

He noted that Iranian mining and metals
companies are ready to supply guaran-
teed-quality products to Uzbek partners,
with logistics and port infrastructure in
southern Iran available to support trade.
Tojimirzayeva, for her part, said Uz-
bek companies planned to purchase
300,000 tons of Iranian steel by the end
of this year, citing Iran’s technological
expertise in the sector. She said Uzbek-
istan could also host Iranian-built steel
plants, with both sides ready to sign co-
operation agreements.

South Korean Ambassador to Iran Mr. Kim
Junpyo was also present in the meeting.

Earlier this year, the government of President
Masoud Pezeshkian approved a plan through
the Supreme Housing Council to supply a lim-

Officials have said the initiative is aimed at
low-income first-time home seekers who can-
not afford pre-purchase schemes under Iran’s

The meeting at IMIDRO headquarters,
attended by Iranian mining firms, sig-
naled closer economic ties between Teh-
ran and Tashkent and potential growth in
Iran’s exports to Central Asia.

In early June, Iran’s northern
Mazandaran province opened a trade
center in Uzbekistan’s capital city Tash-
kent.

The inauguration ceremony of the
center, which is located in Food City
area in Tashkent, was participated by
the Iranian Ambassador to Uzbekistan
Mohammad-Ali Eskandari, as well as
Abdollah Mohajeri, a board member of
Iran Chamber of Commerce, Industries,
Mines and Agriculture (ICCIMA), and
Ali Tagipour, the head of the Chamber
of Commerce of Sari city, the center of
Mazandaran.

Addressing the inaugural ceremony, the
Iranian ambassador to Tashkent stated:
“The Mazandaran province trade center
in Tashkent will help further develop
economic and trade relations between
Iran and Uzbekistan. The merchants of
this province can offer good and quality
Iranian goods to the Uzbek market at a
cheaper price.”

Tuesday, 26 August 2025
Ministry of Roads & Urban Development, |.R.IRAN
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The head of Iran’s National Petro-
chemical Company (NPC) said on
Monday that lack of technical know-
how, stable feedstock, investment,
execution experience, and a suitable
business environment are among
the main obstacles to completing
the petrochemical value chain.
Hassan Abbaszadeh told the third
Iranian Petrochemical Value Chain
Conference that the seventh five-
year development plan emphasizes
targeted expansion of value chains.
He said NPC aims to raise the in-
dustry’s installed capacity from
96.6 million tons to 131 million
tons by the end of the plan (2027),
while setting quantitative targets for
each chain.

The sector produced around 75
million tons in 2024, with sales of
42 .3 million tons worth about $23.8
billion in domestic and export mar-
kets, he said.Utilization of nominal
capacity stood at 78 percent, with
about 22 million tons idle capacity
linked mainly to unstable feedstock
supply, representing nearly $17 bil-
lion in sunk investment.
Abbaszadeh stressed the impor-
tance of securing sustainable feed-

\PC head flags hurdles to completing
Value chain

stock, particularly in propylene,
which accounts for around 70 per-
cent of input for value chain pro-
jects. He warned against channeling
all propylene into polypropylene
production, noting sufficient supply
will soon exist and urging diversifi-
cation into other chains.

He highlighted the need to adopt
global technical standards, citing
tougher regulations on plastics, and
said careful selection of licensed
technologies was essential to avoid
marketing problems.

Abbaszadeh also pointed to limited
execution experience and inves-
tor reluctance to enter value chain
projects, saying real private-sector
companies willing to take risks
were better suited.

He underscored the importance of
market studies, noting that special-
ty products face tougher sales chal-
lenges than bulk petrochemicals.
He added that Iran’s business en-
vironment has not fully adapted to
value chain projects, although reg-
ulatory changes such as a tiered
feedstock discount mechanism
have begun to improve conditions
for investors.
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