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Efforts to activate

‘snapback’ are il-
legal and illogical:
Iran foreign minis-

try

Iran’s Foreign Ministry has reject-
ed European efforts to activate
the JCPOA snapback mechanism,
calling the move both illegal and
illogical.

Speaking in the weekly press con-
ference on Monday, the Spokes-
person for the Iranian Foreign
Ministry Esmaeil Baghaei em-
phasized that the three European
countries involved failed to meet
their obligations under the nuclear
deal and warned that such actions
represent a non-constructive ap-
proach serving Israeli interests
rather than promoting dialogue on
Iran’s nuclear program.

The snapback mechanism, a
provision within the 2015 Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA), allows for the swift rein-
statement of UN sanctions if Iran
is deemed “non-compliant” with
the nuclear deal.

Tehran considers this mechanism
illegal, particularly after the 12-
Day War in June, during which the
UK, France, and Germany (the E3)
aligned with the Israeli regime and
the U.S. in their targeting of Iran’s
nuclear, military, and civilian sites.
Iran challenged the legal validity
of the UN Security Council’s snap-
back mechanism for reinstating
sanctions and declaring the 2015
nuclear deal effectively defunct.
Regarding ongoing negotiations
with European countries, he add-
ed: “Talks continue, but no date
has been set for further discus-
sions.”

Iran denies rumors of foreign em-
bassy closures in Tehran

Baghaei dismissed reports that
foreign embassies in Tehran were
closing, stating: “None of the em-
bassies reported as closed are ac-
tually closed.”

He clarified that while some con-
sular activities were reduced
following the war, all embassies
remain fully operational.
‘Attacks on civilian infrastructure
in Palestine, Yemen constitute war
crimes’

Baghaei condemned ongoing vio-
lence in the region: “The genocide
in Palestine continues, and Gazans
still face hunger. The international
community has spoken against
the forced displacement of Gaza’s
population, yet the Zionist regime,
backed by the U.S., continues its
crimes. Last Saturday, this regime
also targeted civilian areas in Yem-
en, which we strongly condemn.
Attacks on civilian infrastructure
constitute war crimes.”

The Palestinian Ministry of Health
in Gaza said on Monday the over-
all death toll since October 7, 2023
has risen to 62,004, with 156,230
people wounded. Since March 18,
2025, when Israel broke the most
recent ceasefire, at least 10,460
have been killed and 44,189 in-
jured.

Commenting on the Abraham Ac-
cords, Baghaei warned: “The ex-
pansionist ambitions of the Zionist
regime are clearer than ever. Net-
anyahu’s plan for a ‘Greater Israel’
shows a regime with no limits.
Its genocidal designs and threats
toward Lebanon, Syria, and Saudi
Arabia endanger regional secu-
rity. If neighboring countries are
not vigilant, they will face endless
wars.”

Regarding European recognition
of Palestine, he warned: “Recog-
nition should not be a form of de-
ception. European countries must
uphold commitments seriously.
True recognition requires estab-
lishing a government in Palestine
through a referendum including all
residents—Muslims, Christians,
and Jews.”

‘Foreign intervention is not toler-
ated by Iran’

Tehran, Islamahad set Sab Larget for agricultural trade

Iran and Pakistan signed a
joint statement pledging to
expand cooperation in agricul-
ture, trade and food security,
with officials setting a goal
to boost bilateral agricultural
trade to $3.0 billion within two
years.

Iran’s  Agriculture  Minister
Gholamreza Nouri Ghezeljeh
said current exchanges stand
at around $1.4 billion, but the
two countries have comple-
mentary strengths that can be
used to secure each other’s
needs across different sea-
sons.

He noted that Iran will expand
exports of dairy products,
nuts, fruits and vegetables to
Pakistan, while Islamabad will
supply a portion of Iran’s corn
and rice demand and provide
at least 60 percent of its meat

imports under the new plan.
Nouri said the two sides
agreed to strengthen cooper-
ation in research on climate
change and food security, and
to set up a joint agricultural
committee that will meet every
six months to monitor pro-
gress and resolve bottlenecks.
“The construction sector may
drive the economy, but agri-
culture drives food security,”
he said, stressing that regional
collaboration is key in adapt-
ing to global changes.

Rana Tanveer Hussain, Pa-
kistan’s Federal Minister for
Industries and  Production
and National Food Security
and Research, described the
Tehran meeting as “fruitful,”
highlighting agreements on
boosting agricultural trade,
scientific collaboration and

joint efforts to address climate
change.

He said increasing imports
and exports between the two
neighbors would be more
economical than relying on
distant suppliers such as
Brazil, particularly in rice and
livestock. Officials emphasized
that trade would involve both
the public and private sectors,
with mechanisms such as bar-
ter and tailored trade facilities
under discussion.

They said the initiative not only
aimed at ensuring mutual food
security but could also con-
tribute to regional stability.
The Iran—Pakistan Business
Conference opened in Islama-
bad on August 3 with Iranian
President Masoud Pezeshki-
an in attendance, alongside a
high-ranking delegation. The

event was hosted by Pakistan’s
Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister, Senator Mo-
hammad Ishag Dar. Upon his
arrival at the conference ven-
ue, Pezeshkian was welcomed
by Senator Dar. The gathering
brought together numerous
business leaders, officials
from chambers of commerce,
and representatives of major
Pakistani investment firms.

In his opening remarks, Pa-
kistan’s Commerce Minister
Jam Kamal Khan welcomed
the finalization of a draft Free
Trade Agreement between the
two countries and said both
sides are committed to resolv-
ing tariff-related issues and
enhancing border infrastruc-
ture.

He announced that the next
session of the Iran—Pakistan
Joint Economic Commission
will be held in Tehran next
month and highlighted the
activation of the Pishin—-Mand
border market as a joint com-
mitment aimed at boosting bi-
lateral trade. He also revealed
plans to open a new border
crossing at Chadgi—Kouhak.
Iran’s Minister of Industry,
Mining and Trade Moham-
mad Atabak, also addressed
the conference, expressing
appreciation for Pakistan’s
support of Iran during Israel’s
recent 12-day offensive, which
he said had deeply resonated
with the Iranian public.
Atabak noted that while trade
volumes between the two
countries had increased last
year, implementation of cur-
rent agreements will require

expansion of land terminals,
improvement of rail connectiv-
ity, and enhanced port cooper-
ation. Senator Dar emphasized
the close ties between Iran and
Pakistan under the framework
of the Economic Cooperation
Organization (ECO), and invit-
ed Iranian investors to explore
opportunities in Pakistan, cit-
ing broad economic reforms
and the creation of a special
investment facilitation council.
Referring to his recent talks
with Iranian Foreign Minister
Seyed Abbas Araghchi, Dar
said both countries are deter-
mined to strengthen cooper-
ation in customs and border
infrastructure development.
Iran and Pakistan have been
striving to expand economic
cooperation  despite  long-
standing infrastructure bot-
tlenecks and  geopolitical
challenges. Both nations are
part of the ECO bloc and share
strategic interests in regional
trade connectivity, especial-
ly through initiatives like the
Pishin-Mand border market
and the INSTC corridor.

In the same day, Reza Mas-
rour, Secretary of Iranian Free
Trade, Industrial and Special
Economic Zones High Council,
who had also traveled to Pa-
kistan, said Iran and Pakistan
are exploring joint agricul-
tural ventures and transport
corridor integration as part
of efforts to boost bilater-
al trade, including plans for
cross-border rice cultivation
and connecting Pakistan’s
China-backed economic corri-
dor to Iran.

SATBA issues call for solar power projects hacked by NDF

In late July, Iran’s Supreme Economic

fund set at an annual rate of eight per-

Iran’s Renewable Energy and Energy
Efficiency Organization (SATBA) on
Sunday invited qualified companies
to apply for the construction of solar
power plants with financing from the
National Development Fund (NDF).

According to SATBA, applicants hold-
ing contracts to build solar facilities
with a capacity of at least three mega-
watts can register their requests on the
SANA platform between August 17 and

August 22, 2025.

The call is part of a broader plan to
build 7,000 megawatts of solar power
capacity under a decision by the Su-
preme Economic Council earlier this
month.

Officials said the program aims to
accelerate investment in renewable
energy and strengthen Iran’s power
generation mix with the backing of the
sovereign wealth fund.

Council approved a $3.2 billion invest-
ment from the National Development
Fund to support the construction of
7,000 megawatts of solar power ca-
pacity, with a focus on rooftop units.
The decision, based on a directive is-
sued by the Leader of the Islamic Rev-
olution allowing the NDF to invest in
the energy sector, was announced by
Vice President Seyed Hamid Pourmo-
hammadi, who also heads the Planning
and Budget Organization. The authori-
zation has been formally communicat-
ed to the Energy Ministry and the NDF.
The investment will prioritize solar sys-
tems that feed electricity directly into
local distribution networks, particularly
small-scale rooftop units installed by
households or private entities. These
decentralized systems are expected to
enhance grid stability and reduce pres-
sure on traditional power plants.

The financing structure allocates 80
percent of the required capital to the
NDF and 20 percent to private-sector
participants. Each investor can apply
for up to 1,000 megawatts of capacity,
with returns for the sovereign wealth

cent in hard currency.

The NDF will disburse the funds
through an intermediary financial in-
stitution tasked with managing cash
flow, credit oversight, and market op-
erations.

To encourage private participation,
the Energy Ministry—through its Re-
newable Energy and Energy Efficiency
Organization—uwill guarantee the pur-
chase of unsold surplus electricity at
up to 70 percent of the average green
energy price on the Iran Energy Ex-
change. This guarantee will be facilitat-
ed through “future electricity bonds,” a
new financial tool introduced to boost
renewable project bankability.

The announcement comes as Iran
accelerates efforts to expand renew-
able energy production amid rising
domestic demand and the long-term
need to diversify away from fossil fu-
els. Officials say the country aims to
install 10,000 megawatts of renewable
capacity in the near future, with roof-
top solar playing a key role in meeting
both environmental and grid resilience
goals.

[ran unverls Ist domestwﬂlly butl¢ advanced class-F gas turbme

Iran on Monday unveiled its first
domestically produced advanced
class-F gas turbine, a milestone the
government said will boost the coun-
try’s power generation capabilities.
The turbine, named MGT-75, was
designed and manufactured by MAP-
NA Group’s turbine engineering and
manufacturing arm (TUGA).

The unit is equipped with modern
technologies including a 3D axial
compressor, single-crystal and direc-
tionally solidified blades, advanced
cooling systems and thermal barrier
coatings, giving it efficiency levels
comparable to international peers.

The class-F turbine has a capacity
of 222 megawatts and features a
Can-annular combustion system that
reduces environmental emissions
and allows operation with a mix of
natural gas and hydrogen.

Officials said the new turbine could
help address Iran’s chronic energy
imbalance while supporting the ex-
pansion of renewable power.

They hailed the achievement as a
symbol of the country’s industrial
maturity and reliance on domestic
expertise, positioning Iran to en-
hance its competitiveness in the en-
ergy sector.

Businesses
close as Israel’s
economy drops
3.5% after war

with Iran

A new report shows Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu's much-ballyhooed deci-
sion to drag Israel into a direct
war with Iran cost the regime
the partial or total shutdown of
countless businesses, as well
as dents in consumer spend-
ing, export, and investment.
Israel's GDP shrank by 3.5%
due to the war with Iran,
marking the first three-month
decline since the regime’s
economy plunged 20.8% in
the last quarter of 2023, when
it began an all-out war against
Gaza, Lebanon, Yemen, and
Syria, according to the Times
of Israel.

The online newspaper quoted
an analyst as saying that it is
unclear whether Israel can re-
cover from the losses.

Israel also lost a lot of money
using expensive air defense
missiles against Iranian pro-
jectiles that penetrated the oc-
cupied territories and left large
swathes of Israeli cities in ru-
ins. Hebrew media previously
reported that at least 35,000
buildings were damaged in
the aftermath of the Iranian
attacks. Residents claim Israeli
authorities have largely failed
to compensate for these loss-
es, initiate repairs, or provide
sufficient shelter for the thou-
sands now homeless.

While the full extent of the
damage Israel incurred during
the 12-day war is unclear to in-
ternational audiences, France
24 recently reported that the
Israeli regime has hidden the
targeting of several important
sites by Iran. Among these are
Camp Moshe Dayan, a major
IDF administration camp in Tel
Aviv that houses intelligence
and command units, and Is-
rael's Defense Ministry. He-
brew media reported damage
to nearby buildings when the
attacks took place, but con-
cealed the fact that these two
important sites had been hit.
Israel began airstrikes against
Iran’s nuclear, civilian, and mil-
itary infrastructure on June 13,
and later got the United Stated
to come out of the shadows
and directly hit three Iranian
nuclear sites. However, ana-
lysts assess that Israel failed to
achieve most of its objectives
which included dismantling
Iran’s military capabilities fol-
lowing the assassination of
top Iranian generals early in
the war, inciting popular unrest
against the lIranian govern-
ment, and completely destroy-
ing Iran’s nuclear capabilities.
Iran swiftly replaced the assas-
sinated military officials on the
first day of the war, with the
new commanders immediately
launching a retaliatory oper-
ation that went on to contain
22 waves of missile and drone
attacks. The lIranian popula-
tion rallied behind the gov-
ernment, presenting a unified
front against Israel. Last but
not least, despite significant
damage to its nuclear sites,
Iran maintains that it will con-
tinue its nuclear program and
resume uranium enrichmentin
the future.

The war came to a halt on June
24, after Iran agreed to a pro-
posal by Israel and Washing-
ton. No official ceasefire deal
was signed between the two
warring sides.
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Israel had
strategic miscal-
culations during

war against Iran
The deputy commander of
the Islamic Revolution Guard
Corps (IRGC) asserted that Is-
rael severely misjudged its war
against Iran, despite deploying
its full capabilities during a 12-
day conflict.
Brigadier General Ali Fadavi
said on Monday, “The Zionist
enemy, along with the United
States, entered the war con-
fident of victory, but their ex-
pectations proved wrong.” He
added that while initial com-
munications occurred between
regional leaders and Israeli
officials in the opening days,
the situation quickly shifted in
Iran’s favor.
Warning of further conse-
quences if errors persist, Gen-
eral Fadavi stressed, “If this
trend continues, they will soon
realize the gravity of their mis-
takes.” He pointed to Iran’s mis-
sile strikes over Iraq targeting
key Israeli positions as proof of
the Islamic Republic’s achieve-
ments during the confrontation.
Fadavi also emphasized that
hostility from global powers,
particularly the United States
and its allies, has been a persis-
tent feature of Iran’s post-1979
Revolution era.
The conflict began on June 13,
2025, when Israel launched
airstrikes targeting Iranian civil-
ian, military, and nuclear sites,
killing several Iranian military
commanders and nuclear sci-
entists in the opening hours.
Iran responded with a series of
retaliatory drone and missile
strikes on Israeli settlements
and military installations un-
der the operation name True
Promise IIl, inflicting significant
damage.

1.2 million undoc-
umented Afghan
nationals left
Iran in past year,
declares interior
minister

Interior  Minister ~ Eskandar
Momeni has announced that
more than 1.2 million Afghan
nationals—mostly  undocu-
mented migrants—have left
Iran over the past year, with the
highest number of departures
recorded at the eastern borders
of Khorasan Razavi province.
He said the government is now
preparing for the gradual repa-
triation of around two million
more undocumented Afghans
who entered the country ille-
gally.Speaking during a visit to
Mashhad on Monday, Momeni
underlined that Iran distinguish-
es between registered residents
and those without legal docu-
ments. “Currently, more than
six million Afghan nationals are
living in Iran. Our priority is to
regulate the presence of undoc-
umented migrants. The return
process will be carried out with
full respect for human dignity
and the honor of our Afghan
neighbors,” he said.

The minister explained that the
Interior Ministry has placed
border control and migrant
regulation among its top pri-
orities. “The highest number
of departures nationwide oc-
curs through Khorasan Razavi
borders. Just last year, over
1.2 million people crossed this
route, and more than 70 per-
cent of them were identified and
registered,” he said.
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\What Happens When You Drmk Lemon Turmertc Water Every Mornmg?

By:

Lemon turmeric water is a refreshing way to get
antioxidants and gut health benefits into your dai-
ly routine. It's as simple as squeezing fresh lemon
juice into hot water and mixing in 1/4 teaspoon of
turmeric.

| usually add a slice of fresh ginger root, a small
pinch of black pepper, and honey to kick this bev-
erage to the next level. Traditional medicine has
long used these ingredients to reduce inflammation,
boost the immune system, and support gut health.
Let’s break down the health benefits of drinking lem-
on turmeric water every morning.

1. You’ll Get More Antioxidants

Antioxidants help protect your body from free rad-
icals and oxidative stress caused by things like
chronic stress, pollution, and ultra-processed foods.
Both turmeric and lemon bring plenty of antioxidant
power to the table, possibly helping prevent certain
chronic diseases that can occur with high amounts
of oxidative stress.12

Lemon is a source of vitamin G and plant com-
pounds called flavonoids, which act as antioxidants.
Turmeric contains curcumin, a bright yellow com-
pound that may boost your body’s natural defenses
and help lower inflammation in your body.3

2. You’ll Have Less Inflammation

Chronic inflammation is linked to a variety of health

issues, such as joint pain and heart disease.
Curcumin, the main compound in turmeric, has
been shown in studies to help reduce inflammation
in the body, which may lower the risk of developing
certain conditions related to inflammation.4

Even though the amount of turmeric in this drink
is small, having it regularly might still offer health
benefits over time.

3. You’ll Get More Digestion Support

Source:

This warm drink can be soothing on the stomach,
especially first thing in the morning.

Turmeric may help stimulate bile, which supports
digestion and helps get rid of waste from the body.
Turmeric may also help with digestive problems
such as an upset stomach, indigestion, and consti-
pation.56

4. You Will Boost Your Immune System

Lemon juice is a source of vitamin C, which can

help support your immune system.7 Turmeric’s
anti-inflammatory properties may also support your
body’s natural defenses.89

While this drink won't prevent iliness entirely, it
might boost your immune system, especially when
part of a healthy lifestyle.

5. You'll Get Brain Health Support

Some early research suggests that curcumin may
help reduce inflammation in the brain, which could
support memory and lower the risk of diseases like
Alzheimer’s over time.1011

What About Ginger, Black Pepper, and Honey?

| like adding these ingredients to boost lemon tur-
meric water's antioxidant and anti-inflammatory
properties. Here’s how they help:

* Ginger: Ginger is great for easing nausea and may
help relieve pain, improve digestion, and support
healthy blood sugar and blood pressure.1213

e Black Pepper: This might seem odd, but black
pepper contains a compound called piperine, which
helps your body absorb curcumin.14 Without it,
curcumin won'’t be absorbed into your body very
well.

* Honey: Honey is mostly for flavor, but it also offers
potential health benefits. Honey is both an antiox-
idant and an anti-inflammatory.15 Keep it light if
you’re watching your sugar intake.

The head of the Iranian Space Agency has announced that the coun-
try’s Earth-observation satellites Zafar and Paya will be launched into
orbit aboard Russia’s Soyuz rocket in the fall of 2025, following de-

lays caused by foreign partners.

Hassan Salarieh, head of the Iranian Space Agency, said on Monday
the satellites—designed to provide color and black-and-white imag-
ing services—were originally set for launch in 2024, but the sched-
ule was pushed back after the foreign launcher was not ready. He
noted that the final launch date will depend on the provider’s time-
table, as other international payloads are set to be deployed on the

Iran’s President Masoud Pezeshkian
began a two-nation tour on Monday,
visiting Armenia first to discuss press-
ing regional issues, including a recent
U.S.-brokered deal with Azerbaijan that
analysts warn could lead to the presence
of American forces near Iran’s northern
borders and block the country’s access
to central Asia.

Pezeshkian was received by a num-
ber of high-ranking Armenian officials
upon his arrival in Yerevan. He then
participated in a meeting with Armenia’s
Iranologists, where he spoke about the
deep and historical ties between the two
countries and encouraged the research-
ers to further deepen their knowledge of
Iranian history, culture, and people.
“The peoples of Iran and Armenia have
never witnessed anything but goodwill,
kindness, and friendship from one an-
other. You can help make these ties even
better,” the president told the room of
scholars.

Before leaving Tehran, Pezeshkian ad-
dressed cameras while flanked by some
of his ministers. He said his stay in Arme-
nia will involve the signing of important
bilateral cooperation deals. “During this
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visit, important memoranda of under-
standing and agreements will be signed,
opening new horizons for preparing the
appropriate economic and social ground
in the country, which will be beneficial
to the progress and advancement of our
dear nation,” he stated.

Iran shares a small land border with
Armenia, which has become the focal
point of Yerevan-Baku tensions in the
past couple of years. Azerbaijan seeks
to connect its mainland to its exclave
bordering Iran and Armenia via a new
corridor. Iran states that while it doesn’t
oppose transit routes in the region, ob-
struction of its connection to Armenia is
ared line. A recent U.S.-brokered peace
deal signed in the White House between
Yerevan and Baku has further fueled
Iranian concerns, as the deal grants the
U.S. exclusive rights to develop a route
through the Armenian province border-
ing Iran. Despite the non-binding nature
of the deal, which requires approval
from the Armenian parliament for im-
plementation, Tehran has already voiced
strong opposition to potential U.S. own-
ership of the transit route. Since the
deal’s signing, multiple phone calls have
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same mission.Salarieh confirmed that Iran is also keeping the option
of a domestic launch under review, depending on technical assess-
ments and the final timeline announced by the launch provider.

On infrastructure, Salarieh reported that the first phase of the Chaba-
har Space Genter is nearing completion. The facility, designed for
solid-fuel launch vehicles, includes administrative offices, telemetry
and command centers, hangars, a launch pad, and supporting infra-
structure such as power and roads. Construction began in 2023 and
is expected to finish in 2025, with the base scheduled to become
operational the same year.

taken place between top Iranian and Ar-
menian officials, with Armenia pledging
to consider Iran’s concerns in any new
developments in the South Caucasus.
While delivering remarks in Tehran,
Pezeshkian voiced concerns about U.S.
companies operating in the region, cit-
ing past instances where such firms
engaged in unexpected and unwelcome
actions under the cover of business ac-
tivities. “Given these concerns, we will
hold serious talks on the challenges
posed by this issue,” he added.

The Iranian president will travel to Be-
larus after wrapping up his Armenia
visit. Pezeshkian highlighted the grow-
ing relations between the two nations in
economic, cultural, scientific, and social
spheres. He said he expects further col-
laboration in technology transfer, agri-
culture, industry, and social initiatives.
“Belarus has consistently supported
Iran in international forums, including
by condemning lIsraeli attacks on our
country and the aggression in Gaza,”
he noted. The president added that Iran
possesses significant potential for co-
operation with like-minded nations on
strategic matters.

[ntl. butlding, construction industry
exhibition opens in Tehmn
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Iran on Monday opened the 25th In-
ternational Exhibition of Building and
Construction Industry (Iran CON-
FAIR 2025), the country’s largest
trade fair for the construction sector,
with officials highlighting the indus-
try’s export potential and central role
in the economy.

The four-day event was inaugurat-
ed by Transport and Urban Devel-
opment Minister Farzaneh Sadegh
and Bahman Abdollahi, head of the
Iran Chamber of Cooperatives, at
Tehran’s permanent international
fairground. All exhibition space has
been filled, covering 47,000 square
meters, including 42,000 square
meters outdoors for heavy machin-
ery and equipment. For the first time,
special halls were dedicated to start-
ups and new firms.

Companies and visitors from Sin-
gapore, ltaly, Germany, Turkey and
China are attending this year’s ex-
hibition, providing what organizers
described as opportunities to expand
trade and technical cooperation.
Abdollahi said the construction sec-
tor is a “driving force” in Iran’s econ-
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omy due to its links with more than
130 other industries. He noted that
Iran ranks as the world’s fourth-larg-
est exporter of tiles and ceramics
and has an annual export capacity of
more than one million tons of steel
structures, potentially generating
$2.5 billion a year.

He added that Iran’s overall capaci-
ty for exporting technical and engi-
neering services exceeds $40 billion
annually, of which $15 billion relates
to construction. However, he said ac-
tual exports in 2022 and 2023 were
only around $2 billion in this field.
Despite sluggish growth in the hous-
ing sector in recent years, Abdollahi
said Iran has both supply and de-
mand potential to reach annual pro-
duction of one million housing units.
Organizers said the exhibition, host-
ed by the Iran Chamber of Coopera-
tives, offers a platform to showcase
domestic capabilities, strengthen
non-oil exports and promote inno-
vation in building technologies. They
described it as one of the region’s
largest and most specialized con-
struction fairs.
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