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Section 42: Where the youth
speak with the martyrs

“Maritime-based economy s
a national mission’
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Resistance groups
‘don’t need guardi-
anship’

Iran’s top security official, Ali Lar-
ijani, continued his visit to Iraq on
Tuesday, where he took a look at
facilities hosting Iranian pilgrims in
Iraq after spending Monday on sev-
eral high-level meetings with the Arab
country’s  officials.

Larijani, who was recently appointed
secretary of Iran’s Supreme National
Security Council (SNSC), was seen
serving tea to Iranian pilgrims visit-
ing Iraqg to commemorate Arbaeen.
Arbaeen marks 40 days after the mar-
tyrdom anniversary of Imam Hos-
sein (AS) and represents the world’s
largest annual gathering, drawing
millions to Karbala, where Imam
Hossein was martyred in his stand
against Yazid. Following the previous
day’s meetings with Iraq’s president,
parliament speaker, and prime minis-
ter —which resulted in the signing of a
new joint security agreement between
Tehran and Baghdad — Larijani’s sec-
ond day was relatively quiet.

The veteran Iranian statesman is
scheduled to return to Tehran after a
stop in Beirut, where meetings with
top Lebanese officials are expect-
ed. The visit occurs amidst growing
Western pressure on Hezbollah to
disarm, despite the group’s success-
es against Israel during a 14-month
war that also saw the assassination of
key Hezbollah figures by Israel.
While a ceasefire agreement signed
in November 2024 was meant to end
the conflict between Israel and Hez-
bollah, Israelis have been violating
the terms, conducting airstrikes in
different parts of Lebanon on a reg-
ular basis.

Apart from the cessation of attacks,
the agreement stipulated Israel’s
withdrawal from Lebanon following
Hezbollah’s retreat behind the Litani
River. However, after Hezbollah’s
withdrawal, Israel occupied at least
five new areas in southern Lebanon
and is now demanding full implemen-
tation of UN Resolution 1701, which
calls for the disarmament of all mil-
itary groups in Lebanon, restricting
weapons possession to the Lebanese
Army. Hezbollah maintains it will only
discuss implementing the resolution
once Israel withdraws from Lebanon
and fulfills its obligations under the
ceasefire agreement.

The Lebanese government, however,
seems to have caved in to pressure
from Israel and the West at a time
when Hezbollah’s potential disar-
mament could embolden Israeli at-
tacks. Following a cabinet meeting on
Thursday, Lebanon’s Prime Minister
Nawaf Salam announced that min-
isters had approved the “objectives”
of a U.S. proposal aimed at “ensuring
that the possession of weapons is
restricted solely to the state.” He did
not address concerns regarding the
potential for increased Israeli aggres-
sion should a strong deterrent force
be absent. Hezbollah was formed in
the early 1980s in response to Israel’s
occupation of southern Lebanon and
has served as a significant and unde-
niable force countering Israeli aggres-
sion alongside the Lebanese Army in
past decades.

Israel has been trying to paint Hez-
bollah as a “proxy” of Iran to justify
its disarmament and dissolution, an
assertion rejected countless times by
Iran, most recently during a presser
Larijani held in Baghdad.

“The nations of Irag and Lebanon
are wise and courageous; they do
not need us to tell them what to do,”
Larijani said to a room of reporters.
“Iran is a friend to both countries and
engages in mutual consultation, but it
does not issue commands.”

He specifically addressed Hezbollah,
saying the group along with other
Resistance factions in the region
“possess a highly developed political
mindset and do not need guardian-
ship.”Top of Form

Israel and the U.S. have carried out
similar efforts to disarm Resistance
factions in Irag.
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Seotmn 42 Where the youth speak wich the martyrs

| am in the Behesht-e Zahra
Cemetery, the largest burial
ground in Tehran which is the
resting place of generations.

Established in 1963 (1342
in the Persian calendar) and
named “Behesht-e Zahra” after
consultations among the city’s
council of elders and merchants
at the home of the late Seyyed
Ahmad Khansari, this cemetery
has since become a landmark
in the capital’s history.

It was here, in 1979, that the
Founder of the Islamic Revolu-
tion, Imam Khomeini, delivered
his first speech after returning
to the homeland — a historic
gathering marked by a massive,
unprecedented welcome from
the people.

For some years after its estab-
lishment, the cemetery did not
attract much attention. But as
Tehran expanded, it became the
city’s principal burial site. There
are still smaller local cemeteries
and shrines in different districts
of Tehran, where social and
economic factors influence bur-
ial choices. Yet Behesht-e Zahra
remains the largest cemetery
in Iran, home to the graves of
people from every walk of life.
It is the morning of August 7.

A cool breeze is blowing. | take
an online taxi service to the site
of my report. The driver hap-
pens to be an employee of the
Behesht-e Zahra Organization,
working as a driver for the fu-
neral transport vehicles.

| ask him about the war days
and how the martyrs and vic-
tims were brought here. He
says that a few days after the at-
tacks and the martyrdoms, bur-
ial operations began. He speaks
about the “Martyrs’ Resting
Place” (Me'raj al-Shohada). His
vehicle, however, was not used
for transporting martyrs — but
the term “Me’raj al-Shohada”
still catches my attention.

In the administrative offices
of Behesht-e Zahra, one of the
managers tells me that about
250 martyrs from Tehran are
buried in Section 42. The actual
number of Tehran’s martyrs is
higher, but some were taken to
their hometowns to be laid to
rest there.

Section 42 is a square-shaped
area next to the section for mar-
tyrs of the eight-year war with
the Ba’athist regime of Iraq.

He explains that, to facilitate
and speed up the burial process
for martyrs, representatives
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from all relevant organizations
were gathered into a single unit
called the “War Headquarters.”
This  headquarters ~ worked
alongside the Burial Commit-
tee, the Ministry of Defense,
the Martyrs Foundation, and
the Civil Registry Organization,
and maintained a dedicated
morgue — all to honor and bid
farewell to the martyrs. He adds
that neither the emptiness of
Tehran during those days nor
the shock of the missile strikes
prevented the grand farewell
ceremonies from taking place.
Every effort by the organization
and the martyrs’ committee
was directed toward ensuring
the most dignified send-off
possible.

It is about 8 a.m. A notable
number of visitors have come
to pay respects to the martyrs.
A placard reads: This is Section
42; the same year in which
Imam Khomeini described the
infants in their cradles as the
future soldiers of the struggle. It
feels as if this “cradle” still rais-
es children to become soldiers
in defense and resistance.

The graves are white. Green
and red flags flutter in the wind
— the colors alongside white

recalling the flag of the Islamic
Republic of Iran.

After reciting the Fatiha over
the graves and receiving warm
thanks from the martyrs’ moth-
ers and families, | begin speak-
ing with them and the other
visitors.

The mother of Martyr Com-
mander Javad Pour Rajabi, a
disabled veteran of the IRGC’s
Aerospace Division, tells me:
“When | bid farewell to my son,
| said only one thing to God: ‘O
God, accept this gift from us.”
Javad’s sister recounts how her
brother’s body had gone miss-
ing, and how she dreamt of a
sign showing where he would
be found, and later, his remains
were discovered in that very
location.

Section 42 reflects the diversity
of Iran’s people — a blend of
professions, backgrounds, and
even religious beliefs. Among
the gravestones are doctors,
nurses, engineers, civil serv-
ants, drivers, and students, all
victims of an imposed and un-
just war waged by an aggressor
that claimed it was “not at war
with the people.”

From two-month-old Rayan,
who lies in his mother’s arms
in eternal sleep, to father and
son martyrs Reza and Amir
Ali Amini, buried together in
their final resting place — each
grave tells a story. The sec-
tion gradually fills with more
visitors. Families and fellow
citizens join in steadily. They
offer condolences, pray, talk,
and comfort one another. Each
shows kindness in their own
way — offering refreshments,
serving sherbet and dates,
speaking of the martyrs, or
embracing the martyrs’ families
with tears and trembling voices.
Here, the word “martyr” is a
badge of honor.

Among the Vvisitors, | see
young women wearing a va-
riety of styles, some even in
non-religious attires. In the
city, you might not guess they,

too, would come to visit the
martyrs’ graves. They walk re-
spectfully, sit by the graves, and
whisper quietly. This war, with
all its tragedies, has confronted
Iran’s younger generation with
profound realities, transforming
their views on many things —
including homeland, resistance,
and, of course, martyrdom.
The father of Martyr Hossein
Taghi Kako tells me: “My son
wrote in his will many times
that | should never allow any-
thing other than ‘Martyr’ and
‘Soldier of the Leader’ to be
engraved on his tombstone.
He loved the Leader deeply and
said no title could be greater for
me than ‘martyr.” His father
speaks firmly and with pride.
The sound of elegies comes
through the loudspeakers, filled
with both passion and sorrow.
| meet families of martyrs from
the war with Saddam’s regime.
They understand more than an-
yone the pain felt for the mar-
tyrs of Israel's recent aggres-
sion, as well as the meaning of
steadfastness, patience, and re-
sistance.On the far side of Sec-
tion 42, a hospitality stand is set
up. | ask a young man serving
juice which organization is in
charge of it.

“In charge? No one,” he replies.
“We've been here ourselves
since the very first days of the
burials. We were supposed to
stay until the fortieth day, but so
many people came to visit the
martyrs that now it's been over
fifty days and we’re still here.”
He stirs the large pot of sher-
bet, pours me a glass, and
adds: “We’ll be here until after
Arbaeen.”

Before leaving, | visit the graves
of several more martyrs. | tell
their mothers that, although |
came for work, | also came to
express my gratitude. These
mothers — standing tall, re-
silient, and proud — each
respond with kindness and a
smile, however tinged with sor-
row.

[ran-kenya 7th Jomt Economic Committee meeting opened m Nairobi

Iran and Kenya have launched their
seventh joint Economic Committee
meeting in Nairobi aimed at deepening
economic ties, with both sides setting
a target to boost annual trade to $1.0
billion from the current $150 million,
Iran’s agriculture minister said.

The two-day meeting is co-chaired
by Iran’s minister of agriculture and
Kenya’s prime minister and foreign
minister.

More than 100 representatives from
government ministries and the private
sector are taking part, marking the first

time in a decade the event has been
hosted in Kenya.

Iran’s Agriculture Minister Gholamreza
Nouri Gezelieh highlighted Kenya’s
strategic location in East Africa and
its economic potential, saying Iran is
ready to share expertise in greenhouse
cultivation and water-efficient farming,
as well as its experience in producing
and exporting crops such as pistachi-
0s, saffron and dates.

He said Iran sees Kenya as a gate-
way to regional markets and plans to
expand cooperation beyond trade to

include strategic and technical partner-
ships.

Proposals under discussion include
creating a joint committee to follow up
on agreements, holding joint exhibi-
tions, enhancing banking cooperation,
and facilitating private-sector partici-
pation. The minister appointed senior
adviser Nasser Arshad as Iran’s repre-
sentative to the joint committee.
Kenya’s prime minister and foreign
minister noted that Kenyan tea exports
have grown from over 3,000 tons
in 2003 to more than 13,000 tons in

2024. He said the government aims to
remove remaining export restrictions
to Iran and agreed with Tehran to form
a joint body to address trade barriers
within 60 days, particularly in the tea
sector.

The committee is expected to sign
multiple cooperation documents cov-
ering agriculture, health care, cultural
exchanges, construction, and overseas
farming projects. Officials from both
countries say the outcome will lay the
groundwork for a significant expansion
of bilateral and regional engagement.

Sovereionty ‘non-negotiable’ i Cancasus transit talks, Arahchi tells Armenian counterpart

Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi
emphasized the importance of respect-
ing national sovereignty in a Tuesday
phone call with his Armenian coun-
terpart, Ararat Mirzoyan, as the two
discussed recent developments in the
Armenia-Azerbaijan peace process and
regional connectivity initiatives.

“Every decision must fully respect the
national sovereignty of countries,”
Araghchi stated, underscoring Iran’s
firm position that any agreement af-
fecting regional geopolitics must prior-
itize the territorial integrity and security
of all neighboring states.

The conversation followed Armenia’s
announcement of a peace memoran-
dum with Azerbaijan, signed under U.S.
mediation at the White House, where
President Donald Trump claimed credit
for brokering the deal.

The agreement, which includes provi-
sions for unblocking regional transport

routes, has raised concerns in Tehran
about potential shifts in the South Cau-
casus’ geopolitical landscape.

Iran has consistently advocated for
regional stability and opposed arrange-
ments that could disrupt its strate-
gic interests or access to vital transit
routes, particularly those connecting it
to Armenia and Georgia.

In their phone call, Mirzoyan briefed
Araghchi on the details of the peace
agreement and the planned Caucasus

transit corridor project, assuring Teh-
ran that Armenia considers its relation-
ship with Iran a priority.

He described the ties as rooted in mu-
tual respect and good neighborliness,
emphasizing Armenia’s commitment to
ensuring that regional decisions align
with [ran’s interests.

Araghchi welcomed the peace efforts
but cautioned that any new transit
routes must not alter the region’s geo-
political balance or sever Iran’s access

to existing networks.

The Iranian top diplomat stressed that
stability and security considerations
are essential for any regional agree-
ment.

Experts, meanwhile, note that Iran has
the legal right to object and potentially
block transit plans in the South Cau-
casus if they might harm its interest,
as international law requires countries
directly affected by a decision to be
involved in making it. According to
the Vienna Convention on treaties, any
plan impacting Iran’s borders or trade
routes needs Iran’s approval to be le-
gal.

Also, according to a ruling by the Inter-
national Court of Justice, Iran’s close-
ness to Syunik and its dependence on
regional trade means its borders and
economy should be taken into account
in the potential development of new
transit routes.
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Iran, IAEA agree to
continue consul-
tations amid Teh-
ran’s demands for

new framework

Deputy Foreign Minister Kazem
Gharibabadi announced Monday
that Iran and the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
have agreed to continue consul-
tations following talks in Tehran,
marking a potential thaw in re-
lations after cooperation was
suspended in June.

The breakthrough follows Teh-
ran’s call for a fundamental re-
structuring of its engagement
with the UN nuclear watchdog,
citing the |AEA's failure to ful-
fill its responsibilities during
U.S.-Israeli attacks on civilian
nuclear sites in June.

IAEA Deputy Director General
Massimo Aparo led the inter-
national body’s delegation, and
although inspections did not
take place, both sides agreed to
advance technical discussions.
“Taking into account the discus-
sions held during the meeting,
it was decided to continue con-
sultations,” Gharibabadi said,
stressing that future cooperation
will depend on meaningful IAEA
reforms.

During the latest meeting, the
Iranian delegation strongly crit-
icized the |AEA'S silence in re-
sponse to recent attacks—car-
ried out with U.S. support and
involvement—against  nuclear
facilities in Fordo, Isfahan, and
Natanz.

Gharibabadi underscored that
Iran’s “strong objections” to
the agency’s inaction were for-
mally communicated, demand-
ing corrective measures for its
“improper processes” regarding
Iran’s nuclear activities.

The talks follow Iran’s June
25 parliamentary vote, which
unanimously approved a law
suspending |AEA cooperation.
The legislation mandates that
any future inspections require
explicit approval from Iran’s Su-
preme National Security Council
and guarantees for the physical
and technical security of nuclear
facilities.

Parliament Speaker Mohammad
Bager Qalibaf has condemned
the IAEA for becoming a “po-
litical tool” after it accused Iran
of non-proliferation  violations
days before the Israeli regime’s
attacks—a move Tehran be-
lieves provided pretext for the
aggression.

Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi
excoriated the IAEA's “poor con-
duct” as enabling “the gravest
violation of international law” in
a televised interview last week.
“The agency refrained from
showing a wise and rational
reaction and did not condemn
[the U.S.-Israeli attacks] as re-
quired,” Araghchi declared, not-
ing such complicity necessitates
a “new chapter” in relations.
“The previous framework no
longer works,” he said.

The Iranian top diplomat clar-
ified that discussions would
focus solely on bilateral coop-
eration modalities—not inspec-
tions—adding that IAEA access
remains suspended until securi-
ty guarantees materialize.

Iran stresses that resumed en-
gagement aims not to restore
previous arrangements  but
to establish a legally binding
framework ensuring non-repeti-
tion of IAEA negligence.
Tehran maintains that its nuclear
program is peaceful and permit-
ted under the Nuclear Non-Pro-
liferation Treaty (NPT).
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Sepahan turn
focus on AFC
Champions
League Two

Sepahan’s quest for a spot in
the prestigious AFC Cham-
pions League Elite came to
a disappointing end for the
second consecutive year,
as the Iranian side fell to a
3-2 defeat against Qatar’s
Al Duhail in a crucial playoff
match.

The loss not only dashed
their immediate continental
ambitions but also highlight-
ed persistent defensive vul-
nerabilities and an inability
to capitalize on key scoring
opportunities, a familiar and
frustrating narrative for the

club.
Playing in a do-or-die en-
counter, Sepahan initially

showed promise when Amin
Hazbavi gave them an early
lead in the third minute.
However, the advantage was
short-lived. A series of costly
individual errors in the de-
fensive line allowed Al Du-
hail to swiftly turn the tide.
Goals from Ibrahima Bamba,
Adil Boulbina, and Krzysztof
Piatek before the 33rd min-
ute exposed the fragility of
Sepahan’s backline. Al Du-
hail, a team that had heavily
invested in strengthening
their squad, demonstrated
how experience and a cohe-
sive structure can overcome
an early setback.

Despite a late consolation
goal from Milad Zakipour,
the match served as a stark
reminder of the challenges
facing head coach Moharram
Navidkia as the new season
looms.

The team’s porous defense,
which conceded three goals
from three distinct errors,
coupled with a lack of clini-
cal finishing in the final third,
points to a serious need for
structural reforms. This isn’t
merely a single loss; it’s a
critical alarm bell for a club
that risk repeating this pain-
ful cycle in future Asian cam-
paigns without immediate
and decisive action.

With their dreams of play-
ing in the AFC Champions
League Elite deferred, Sepa-
han now turn their focus to
the AFC Champions League
Two.

According to the AFC, Sepa-
han have been seeded in the
first pot for the draw, along-
side teams like Saudi Ara-
bia’s Al Nassr and the UAE’s
Al Wasl. The draw, scheduled
for Friday in Kuala Lumpur,
will set the stage for a new
continental journey.

For Sepahan and fellow Ira-
nian club Esteghlal, the AFC
Champions League Two
represents more than just a
consolation prize. It’s an in-
valuable opportunity to learn
from past mistakes, build a
stronger, more disciplined
team, and compete for con-
tinental glory.

A successful campaign in
this second-tier competition
is not only a chance to lift
an Asian trophy but also a
crucial step toward securing
more qualification slots for
Iranian clubs in the future.
With a renewed spirit and
a stronger squad, Sepahan
are determined to go far and
finally claim an Asian tro-
phy—an achievement they
feel is more valuable than
winning the domestic league.
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Sepahan lose
to Al Duhail in

2025/26 ACL

Is balsamic Vinegar Unhealthy?

Source:

By:

Balsamic vinegar is a flavorful condi-
ment produced with crushed grapes,
skin, seeds and stems. Like most vine-
gar, it is relatively healthy. There is very
little or no sodium or sugar in balsamic
vinegar, but it depends on how it is used.
Fruit vinegar also has many potential
health benefits.

Tip

Balsamic vinegar is low in both sodium
and calories and offers additional health
benefits as a source of antioxidants.
However, alternative varieties may con-
tain high levels of sugar.

Nutritional Values of Balsamic Vinegar
As explained by the University of Ken-
tucky, balsamic vinegar is available in
three different forms — traditional,
commercial and condiment. Traditional
balsamic vinegar is actually an expensive
grade produced only in two regions of
Italy.

Commercial and condiment forms of
balsamic vinegar are more readily avail-
able and affordable. Balsamic vinegar
is commonly used in salad dressings
or sauces and is frequently eaten with
roasted vegetables, meats and even fruit.
Balsamic vinegar has 2 grams of carbo-
hydrates per tablespoon and is fat free,
although it doesn’t provide any protein.
Some balsamic vinegar preparations
have added fruit preparations, which
changes their nutritional content slight-
ly — mainly increasing the calories and
sugar content.

One tablespoon of balsamic vinegar with
natural raspberry flavor contains 15 cal-
ories, 3 grams of carbohydrates and 3
grams of total sugar.

One tablespoon of balsamic vinegar with
fresh blackberries and vanilla contains
18 calories, 0.02 grams of protein, 5
grams of carbohydrates and 4 grams of

nary stage

Elite prelimi-

Qatar Stars League side Al Duhail
defeated Sepahan 3-2 to book their
place in the AFC Champions League
Elite 2025/26 on Tuesday.

Amin Hazbavi gave Sepahan a third
minute lead but goals from Ibrahima
Bamba, Adil Boulbina and Krzysztof
Piatek by the 33rd minute saw Djamel

sugar.
Possible Health Benefits

Vinegar has been reported to help with
digestion and treat coughs, and was
used as an antibacterial salve for wounds
— mainly because of its acid content.
Vinegar has antibacterial and anti-infec-
tion qualities, as discussed in the litera-
ture review. Soaking vegetables in fruit
vinegar has been shown to kill bacteria,
while irrigating the ear canal with diluted
vinegar has also been shown to decrease
inflammation.

Some research suggests that fruit vine-
gar can help regulate blood sugar levels
by improving insulin sensitivity in pa-
tients with type 2 diabetes when con-
sumed after meals or before bedtime.
Results of animal research suggest that
regular consumption of fruit vinegar
could lower blood cholesterol and tri-
glycerides. It is also hypothesized that

fruit vinegar could aid in weight loss
efforts, but more research is needed to
verify these claims.

Fruit vinegar contains large amounts of
antioxidants. These substances protect

Belmadi’s outfit secure victory.
Milad Zakipour scored a late conso-
lation for Sepahan. The result means
Al Duhail will be one of the 12 clubs
participating in the league phase of
the AFC Champions League Elite from
West Asia, with the draw due to take
place in Kuala Lumpur on Friday.

your cells from damage from free rad-
icals, as explained by the Mayo Clinic.
Free radicals are thought to play a role
in the development of diseases such as
cancer and heart conditions.

Iran has begun construction and opened operations for solar power pro-
jects totaling the capacity of nearly 400 megawatts across four provinc-
es, the Energy Ministry said on Tuesday, coinciding with the country’s

Small Industries Support Day.

As IRIB reported, the inauguration ceremony of the projects was attend-
ed by officials from Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Organiza-
tion (SATBA) and President Masoud Pezeshkian was also in attendance

via video conference.

The projects, spanning 12 sites in Markazi, Bushehr, Khorasan Razavi
and Tehran provinces, represent an investment of about $237 million,

funded by both public and private sectors, according to state media.

SATBA head Mohsen Tarztalab said nine solar plants with a combined ca-
pacity of 100 megawatts were inaugurated in Saveh and Mamouniyehin =
Markazi province, the southern port city of Dayyer in Bushehr province,
and Khorasan Razavi province.
Construction has also begun on three solar plants with a combined ca-
pacity of 295 megawatts in Bushehr and Tehran provinces, Tarztalab said.
He added that SATBA plans to bring 5,000 megawatts of renewable ca-
pacity online within a year and is working on 2,000 megawatts of large-
scale and floating solar plants.

‘Marttime-hased economy 1§ a national mission’

Iranian deputy oil minister for engineer-
ing, research, and technology stressed
that maritime-based economy is a na-
tional mission.

Speaking at a specialized meeting on
the IMO’s carbon emission reduction
requirements, Omid Shakeri announced
the new requirements set by the Inter-
national Maritime Organization (IMO) to
reduce carbon emissions in the shipping
sector, stating: “The policies for develop-
ing a maritime-based economy, which
were issued by the Leader in November
2023, have opened new horizons for the
oil industry, maritime transportation, and
modern technologies.”

He noted that these regulations could be
both a threat and an opportunity, empha-
sizing, “If we aim to expand international
trade, maritime transportation in compli-
ance with global standards is inevitable.
We believe that through timely action

and reliance on engineering and research
capabilities, we can turn this threat into
an opportunity.”

Iran’s Ports and Maritime Organization
(PMOQ), in a report, has underlined the
importance of the country’s maritime ca-
pacities and the role that the sector can
play in developing the country’s econo-
my.

According to the report, maritime sector
in Iran has very high capacity in various
fields including trade, ports and shipping
due to the country’s strategic location,
long coastal strip in the north and south
and access to open waters, and can bring
economic prosperity to the country.
“About a third of the country’s borders
are water borders, so we cannot ignore
port and shipping activities because for a
country that has long water borders and
access to open waters, the prosperity of
shipping and maritime trade is essential.

Therefore, the government should pay
full attention to the strengths and weak-
nesses of this sector and make the best
use of the current capacities with proper
planning,” the report read.

Increasing the share of the maritime
sector in the country’s gross domestic
product (GDP) under the framework of
the newly proposed maritime-oriented
policy should be one of the most impor-
tant concerns of the government, which
can be achieved with proper planning,
the PMO said.

The share of the sea in the gross domes-
tic product in advanced coastal coun-
tries such as the European Union is 50
percent, but the figure is not significant
in Iran despite having more than 5,800
kilometers of coastal strip, and this is de-
spite the fact that there are huge capaci-
ties for the transit of goods from Central
Asian countries.

Al

Iran’s petrochemical sector will re-
quire an estimated $24 billion in in-
vestment to achieve its goals under
the Seventh National Development
Plan, which aims to raise nominal
production capacity to 131.5 million
tons by the plan’s end, a senior Qil
Ministry official said.

Afshin Gholamalipour, special aide to
the deputy oil minister for petrochem-
icals, said the industry’s nominal ca-
pacity reached 96.6 million tons in
2024, with 76 complexes producing
a range of products from methanol to
polymers and aromatics. Actual out-
put stood at 66 million tons last year,
with about $11 billion sold domesti-
cally and nearly $13 billion exported.
The industry relies mainly on feed-
stock and fuel from oil refineries, gas
refineries, NGL units and gas fields,
equivalent to 1.2 million barrels of
crude oil per day.

Gholamalipour warned that despite
extensive infrastructure, the sector
faces feedstock shortages, invest-
ment challenges and the need for
technology upgrades. In 2023, gas
feedstock shortages amounted to
around 42 percent of nominal capac-
ity, due to falling gas field pressure,
seasonal limits, competition with
other energy users, and transmission
constraints.

Under the plan, propylene chain ca-
pacity is to rise 344 percent to 4.6
million tons, downstream methanol

Petrochemical mdustry needs $24h
Investment to meet targets

capacity 391 percent to 11.6 million
tons, and downstream ethylene (ex-
cluding polyethylene) 287 percent to
0.7 million tons. Polyethylene capaci-
ty is targeted to grow from 5.15 10 8.6
million tons, and aromatics from 2.28
to 3 million tons — shifting focus from
raw material exports to value-added
products.

A total of 66 petrochemical projects
form the backbone of this expan-
sion, covering downstream ethylene
and propylene units, GTO and MTO
plants, methanol and its derivatives,
urea and ammonia, aromatics, and
infrastructure and utility schemes.
Financing options under considera-
tion include long-term foreign loans,
particularly from China, public share
offerings, private equity funds, sukuk
bonds, National Development Fund
loans, banking consortia for me-
ga-projects, and short-term foreign
currency credit lines.

Gholamalipour said sustaining com-
petitiveness hinges on technology,
calling for domestic licensing through
the Petrochemical Research and
Technology Company, R&D partner-
ships with foreign firms, and easing
equipment procurement bottlenecks.
He also urged regulatory reforms,
contractor capacity upgrades, and
stronger oversight by the National
Petrochemical Company to address
environmental, legal and operational
hurdles.
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