Uolfagen vs. Brotan: Which Is Better for Hair and Skin Health?
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Tehran will not
stop supporting
Lebanon

Ahmad Dastmalchian, the
former Iranian ambassador
to Lebanon, told the Iran
newspaper that Iran will not
stop to help stabilize Leba-
non as the government has
voted to disarm Hezbollah.
He said: The decision that
the Lebanese government
has taken regarding Hez-
bollah’s  disarmament is
not unrelated to the inter-
ventions of trans-regional
actors such as the United
States and France. Natu-
rally, Iran’s view is based
on warnings about the
consequences of this in-
tervention and its damage
to the interests of Lebanon
and regional actors linked
to the country. All Leba-
nese communal groups are
somehow related to their
beneficiary countries. Iran
is no exception to this rule.
Lebanon’s multi-religious
and diverse political char-
acter has led Iran to always
emphasize intra-dialogue
and maintaining internal
balance. Iran has long tak-
en pride in supporting the
Resistance and has always
defended the Lebanese
people against the cruel
evils and aggressions of
the Zionist regime, and it
has continued and will con-
tinue to do so to the best of
its ability.

Nobel Peace
laureate defends
the aggressor

In a commentary, Far-
hikhtegan addressed a
speech by Nobel Peace
Prize winner Narges Mo-
hammadi to a conference
celebrating fellow Nobel
laureate Nihon Hidankyo’s
campaigning against nucle-
ar weapons via video link
from Iran on the anniversa-
ry of the atomic bombings
of Hiroshima and Nagasa-
ki. The paper said: Narges
Mohammadi was supposed
to emphasize peace at the
conference, but it turned
out the opposite. Instead of
condemning the bombers
(aggressors), she accused
the Iranian people. Instead
of condemning Israel and
the United States for dec-
ades of nuclear threats,
sanctions, assassination of
scientists, and attacks on
Iranian infrastructure, she
introduced Iran as respon-
sible for all problems with
a kind of language uttered
by Western think tanks. Not
only was the speech not in
the spirit of peace, but it
seemed to be a continua-
tion of the same language
that she used in her 12-day
war declaration, undermin-
ing Iran’s sovereignty and
legitimizing foreign aggres-
sion. This ceremony should
have been a forum for con-
demning the government
that carried out this nuclear
bombing; however, the lau-
reate winner condemned
Iran instead of condemning
the United States. The No-
bel Peace Prize, which was
supposed to be a symbol of
struggle for peace and jus-
tice, has now become a tool
for advancing Western pol-
icies and a loudspeaker for
repeating the West’s hostile
position against Iran.

_www.esfahan-news.com

I]rlllmg technwal SErVICes orows I7 2 in 4 months on year

Mojtaba Mohseni

The deputy managing director
of the National Iranian Drilling
Company (NIDC) for technical
affairs announced that 2,326
specialized drilling operations
were carried out for client com-
panies in the first four months of
the current Iranian calendar year
(March 21-July 22), marking a
17.5-percent increase compared
to the same period last year.
Jahangir Shojaei noted that the
NIDC Technical Affairs Office
oversees drilling technical ser-
vices, special services, IT and
communications, as well as the
refurbishment and moderniza-
tion of drilling equipment.

He added: “The majority of
the company’s drilling rigs
are operational in five oil and
gas production subsidiaries of
the National Iranian South Oil
Company (NISOC). Out of the
total services provided during
this period, 1,154 operations
were performed on oil and gas
wells—either under drilling or
production.” As previously an-
nounced by Hamidreza Shafiei
Makvandi, the deputy head of
operations at NIDC, the compa-
ny has drilled and completed 48
oil and gas wells across onshore
and offshore regions during the
first four months of the current
Iranian year, marking a year-on-
year increase of 17 wells.

He said the wells included 11
development and appraisal wells
and 37 workover and comple-
tion wells, Shana reported.

Of the total, 40 wells were drilled
in the operational zone of the
National Iranian South Oil Com-
pany (NISOC), two in the Iranian
Offshore Qil Gompany (I00C),
two by the Petroleum Engineer-
ing and Development Company
(PEDEC), one by the Central
Iranian Qil Fields Company (CI-
OFC), and three as part of drill-
ing projects.

Makvandi expressed apprecia-
tion for operational crews work-
ing under extreme heat and said

TEDPIX, the main index of the Tehran Stock Exchange
(TSE), rose 16,248 points to 2.571 million on Satur-
day, which is the first day of the Iranian calendar week.
TSE is one of the four Iranian stock exchanges, and
the most important one. The other three ones are Iran
Mercantile Exchange (IME), Iran Energy Exchange
(IRENEX), and Iran’s over-the-counter (OTC) market,
known as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

On July 27, the head of Iran’s Securities and Exchange
Organization (SEO) said that the capital market has
entered a phase of stabilizing equilibrium.

“We were able to manage the market after the im-
posed 12-day war, Hojatollah Seyedi noted, adding:
“Now the stage of balancing the capital market has
ended and we have entered the stage of stabilizing the

balance.”

“When the imposed war began, we were surprised at
the stock market, but we didn’'t say what to do now,
and we finalized our plan at the same day when the
first attacks occurred”, the official highlighted.

He recalled that in certain circumstances, the most
important concern of stock exchanges in the world
is to preserve shareholder assets, and stated: “During

total drilling depth during the
period reached 41,573 meters.
He added that 18 of the com-
pany’s 64 active drilling rigs are
currently being relocated to new
operational sites. Iran, which
holds some of the world’s larg-
est proven oil and gas reserves,
has been ramping up drilling
activities to boost production
capacity despite ongoing inter-
national sanctions. The increase
in the number of drilled wells
reflects the country’s strategy to
maintain energy output and off-
set natural declines in aging oil
fields. National Iranian Drilling
Company, a subsidiary of the
National Iranian Oil Company
(N10C), is a key player in Iran’s
oil and gas industry, responsible
for drilling operations. The com-
pany that conducts exploration,
development, and drilling of oil
and gas wells, as well as re-
pair and maintenance services,
and has been actively involved
in both onshore and offshore
drilling projects, is now ready
to play a more prominent role in
the region. The deputy manag-
ing director of the company has
announced the implementation
of a comprehensive program
to modernize the drilling fleet,
widely localize equipment, man-
ufacture a national drilling en-
gine, and set a goal of repairing
and completing 150 wells by the
end of this year, emphasizing:
“Based on decades of experi-
ence, this company is ready to
play a more prominent role at
the regional level.”

Regarding the most important
challenges of the NIDC due to
sanctions, Masoud Afshar has
stated: “Domestic production
of many equipment has reduced
dependence on foreign coun-
tries, but in the engine sector,
we had challenges that are being
resolved with the new contract.
The production of SCR, cables,
and tanks are other successful
examples of self-sufficiency.”
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“Our experts are currently in-
volved in international projects,
and the successful drilling expe-
rience in Turkmenistan will be a
basis for expanding activities in
other neighboring countries”,
the official has underlined.
Afshar has emphasized that with
the development of technology,
self-sufficiency in equipment,
and the benefit of efficient hu-
man resources, the National
Drilling Company is firmly on
the path of sustainable develop-
ment and is ready to play a more
effective role in the regional are-
na. Meanwhile, the managing
director of the company has
explained the outlook for the
development of the drilling in-
dustry in the country, and said:
“The most important global indi-
cator in the field of drilling is the
reduction of unproductive times;
so, we have reduced this indica-
tor from 21 percent to about 9.6
percent and set a goal to reach
below three percent.”

Mehran Makvandi said that in
the five-year outlook, the mod-
ernization of the onshore and
offshore drilling fleet, the de-
velopment of offshore drilling
in the Persian Gulf oil fields,
and the upgrading of technical
service equipment and their in-
tegration are priorities.
Regarding digital developments
in the company, he stated: “Dig-
italization of drilling processes,
from design and monitoring to
operation analysis and well data
management, is one of the main
axes of the company’s future
vision; this approach will lead
to reduced errors, faster deci-
sion-making, economic savings,
and greater safety.”

In addition to upgrading equip-
ment, strengthening coopera-
tion with scientific centers and
knowledge-based companies,
developing human resources,
and increasing competitiveness
in the international market are
also among the company’s stra-

tegic priorities in the 5-year out-
look, the official added.

The NIDC managing director
has also referred to the com-
pany’s move towards domestic
production of the equipment,
and said: “One of the strategic
priorities of the National Iranian
Drilling Company is to increase
the share of domestic manufac-
turing.”

“In this regard, cooperation has
been developed with companies
such as Fajr Shiraz Complex,
which has experience in man-
ufacturing key components
of drilling rigs. The project to
build the third drilling rig in the
country with a savings of seven
million dollars is an example
of these measures”, Makvandi
added.

According to him, prioritization
is based on the operational
needs of the fields, the type of
projects, and domestic capacity,
although the lack of some tech-
nical infrastructure, the need
for technology transfer, and the
timely supply of quality parts
are some of the challenges on
the localization path. However,
the company is determined to
strengthen domestic manufac-
turing and reduce dependence.
Makvandi  further  referred
to the NIDC’s contracts with
knowledge-based  companies
and added: “Nine one-mega-
watt generator motors and four
drilling fluid purification centri-
fuges, which were previously
imported, will be manufactured
inside the country, and the first
samples will be delivered by the
end of the [current Iranian] year
(March 20, 2026).”

He also noted: “A specific
roadmap has been developed
for utilizing these technologies,
which includes continuous
cooperation with science and
technology parks, universities,
knowledge-based companies,
and the formation of specialized
working groups to evaluate and
implement technologies in field
operations.”

The NIDC managing director has
also stated that purchasing 15
new drilling rigs for the oil and
gas industry is on the agenda.
Makvandi said that a plan to pur-
chase 15 onshore drilling rigs
with different capacities and a
value of over $800 million has
been prepared, which is being
implemented with the support
of the Ministry of Qil and the
National Iranian Qil Company
(N10C).

Pointing out that last year, the
company was able to drill, re-
pair, and complete 100 oil and
gas wells using 62 active drilling
rigs and the return of two more
rigs to operational lines, he add-

TEDPIX gams 16,000 pomnts on Saturday

the days of war, shareholders were concerned about
preserving their capital, and for this reason, stock
trading was suspended; the next stage was liquidity
because companies wanted to pay their employees.”
The SEO head further emphasized that there is no
place for the market to be 100 percent green, and that
a market with 50 percent green and red is balanced,
adding: “In the post-war situation, publishers helped,
the Central Bank intervened, and investment funds
contributed greatly to the market balance. Now, the
fourth stage, which is stabilization, is underway, and
we will soon enter the fifth stage of the market, which

is the boom stage.”

forms.

price stability.

ed: “Of this number, 24 were
development and explanatory
wells and 76 were dedicated to
repair and completion opera-
tions.”

He attributed this success to
careful planning, interdepart-
mental coordination, increased
operational efficiency, and
strengthened integrated tech-
nical services, and noted: “This
performance is a significant leap
compared to previous years,
given the economic and sanc-
tions conditions.”

Makvandi stated that the reac-
tivation of idle rigs played an
effective role in this success,
adding: “Increasing productivity,
reducing unproductive times,
and relying on domestic capac-
ity are the main pillars of this
achievement.”

The managing director of the
NIDC  further  emphasized:
“These rigs are designed for
descriptive and exploratory pur-
poses and will be equipped with
the latest technologies. Special-
ized technical service equipment
including high-pressure pumps,
and well testing are also on the
purchase list.”

He continued: “The convergence
of this equipment with the cur-
rent fleet and the integrated
planning management of the
National Iranian Oil Company is
underway in the form of a joint
supervisory working group and
in coordination with the Ministry
of Qil.”

Makvandi has said the com-
pany’s primary mission is to
provide drilling services and
specialized operations for oil
and gas producers, describ-
ing drilling as “the front line of
production” and a vital step in
preserving and boosting output.
Of the 100 wells completed in
the past year, 24 were develop-
ment wells and 76 were work-
overs. A total of 74 wells—14
development and 60 workover
wells—were handed over to the
National Iranian South Oil Com-
pany (NISOC), he said.

The official added that 11 wells
were drilled in fields managed by
the Gentral Qil Fields Company,
three by the Iranian Offshore Qil
Company, seven under develop-
ment projects run by the Petro-
leum Engineering and Develop-
ment Company, and five were
completed on a project basis.
He emphasized the strategic role
of the National Drilling Company
as one of the upstream arms of
the National Iranian Oil Compa-
ny, contributing to hydrocarbon
supply and helping reduce Iran’s
energy imbalance. A portion
of the company’s resources is
currently allocated to drilling gas
wells, he said.

On July 7, the TSE head said that Iran’s Securities
and Exchange Organization is rolling out a revamped
stabilization package aimed at improving liquidity and
investor confidence following recent market volatility.
Mahamoud Goudarzi said a series of coordination
meetings between regulators, stakeholders, and
capital market institutions have paved the way for a
gradual market recovery. The updated plan includes
continued direct support for listed stocks, enhanced
fund and portfolio management, the use of derivatives
such as put options and futures, and regulatory re-

“This package is part of our efforts to shift the mar-
ket from volatility toward a phase of equilibrium and
ultimately growth,” Goudarzi told IRNA, adding that
in recent sessions, the market showed signs of sta-
bilization after a turbulent 12-day period marked by
geopolitical tensions.

Goudarzi explained that the market’s priorities have
evolved from asset protection during the crisis to
enhancing liquidity last week, and now to reinforcing

Monday - August 11,2025 - No: 1938

ISFAHAN NEWS

Nine new
envoys present cre-
dentials to Iran’s
foreign minister

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi received copies of cre-
dentials from the newly accredit-
ed ambassadors of Ethiopia, Es-
tonia, Djibouti, Laos, Cambodia,
Burundi, Latvia, Myanmar, and
Nepal in a Saturday ceremony,
signaling Tehran’s continued
engagement across Africa, Asia,
and Europe.

The diplomats presenting their
credentials included Faisal Ali
Ibrahim (Ethiopia), Vdino Rein-
art (Estonia), Tayib Dubad Rob-
leh (Djibouti), Bunmy Vanmany
(Laos), Ruth Many (Cambodia),
Didake Nturuka (Burundi), Bahti-
jors Hasans (Latvia), U Zaw Oo
(Myanmar), and Paudel Ramesh
Chandra (Nepal).

No remarks from the credential
ceremony were released, but the
lineup reflects Iran’s priority on
balanced, multi-vector diplomacy
under President Masoud Pezesh-
kian.

Diplomats from Ethiopia, Djibou-
ti, and Burundi highlight Tehran’s
renewed Africa track, where
Iran has sought partnerships in
health, agriculture, and technol-
ogy transfer.

Engagements with Laos, Cam-
bodia, Myanmar, and Nepal align
with Tehran’s expanding Asian
outreach, including trade facilita-
tion and cultural exchanges.
The presence of envoys from
Estonia and Latvia is believed
to indicate Iran’s openness to
practical channels with European
states despite broader political
headwinds.

The accreditations come as Iran
consolidates its role in multilat-
eral platforms, following its entry
into intergovernmental organi-
zations such as BRICS and the
Shanghai Cooperation Organiza-
tion (SCO), alongside continued
participation in regional frame-
works. These developments po-
sition Tehran to expand econom-
ic linkages beyond traditional
corridors and reinforce its pivot
toward diversified, sanctions-re-
silient partnerships. Recent years
have seen Iranian diplomacy
stress connectivity, energy co-
operation, and sanctions-re-
silient trade mechanisms—ar-
eas where African and Asian
partners have shown growing
interest.

“Trump Route” on
the Caucasus Road

In an analysis, Donya-e-Eqtesad
addressed the consequences of
the signing of an agreement be-
tween the Republic of Azerbaijan
and Armenia that links mainland
Azerbaijan to the autonomous
Republic of Nakhichevan through
the Armenian land. It wrote: Baku
and Yerevan were guests of
the White House for a “historic
peace meeting” called “Trump
Route”. Holding such a meet-
ing is considered a pivot in their
foreign policy towards the West.
However, this process is not
without consequences for Iran,
while emphasizing its neighbor-
hood policy, it has opposed any
changes to the northern borders
adjacent to the South Caucasus
region. This corridor provides
free movement of people and
goods between Turkey and the
Republic of Azerbaijan and from
there to Central Asia, without the
need to pass through Iranian or
Russian territory.
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Overhaul

of 16 South Pars gas
platforms
completed

Pars Oil and Gas Company
(POGC) has completed major
maintenance on 16 of the 35 off-
shore gas platforms scheduled
for overhaul this year in the giant
South Pars field, a senior oil of-
ficial said.Sepahdar Abbaszadeh,
deputy for operations and sup-
port at POGC, told the oil min-
istry’s news agency Shana that
overhauls are carried out in the
first half of the year to prepare for
peak winter demand.

The company supplies more than
70 percent of the country’s natu-
ral gas and over 40 percent of its
gasoline.He said one platform is
currently undergoing mainte-
nance and the remaining 18 will
be completed by late October.

So far, 6,150 work orders have
been executed, requiring 54,759
man-hours.The tasks include
replacing 32-inch bends, repair-
ing 15-ton valves, inspecting
high-pressure  tanks, testing
control systems, servicing flare
ignition systems, and calibrating
safety valves.Abbaszadeh said
gas output continues during
maintenance, with only two to
four platforms offline at any time.
Operations take place in harsh
summer conditions in the Persian
Gulf, he added.

Addressing the impact of sanc-
tions, he said more than 90 per-
cent of required parts are now
produced domestically, with
Iranian companies reverse-engi-
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Iran plans to reduce the average time for
customs clearance to three days through
major reforms in the sector, the econo-
my minister said. Seyed Ali Madaniza-
deh said customs reform is one of his

toms c|ear. top priorities, with measures to ensure
faster clearance and remove foreign
ance tO 3 davs currency allocation as an obstacle for

Uollagen vs. Brotn: Which Is
Better for Hamr and Skin Health?

Collagen and biotin are popular supple-
ments for healthy hair, skin, and nails. Col-
lagen is a protein that supports the struc-
ture and strength of skin, hair, nails, and
other body tissues.1 Biotin (vitamin B7) is
an essential nutrient that helps your body
turn food into energy and supports healthy
hair and nail growth.2

Collagen may be more helpful for improv-
ing skin health and reducing signs of ag-
ing, while biotin may be best for promoting
hair growth. Some people may benefit
from taking both.

[ran resumes direct talks with FATF atter -6vear hiatus

How They Compare

Collagen and biotin both support healthy
hair and skin, but they work in different
ways and offer distinct benefits. 12345
Collagen

* Best for improving skin elasticity and hy-
dration, reducing wrinkles, and strength-
ening hair

* Building block for skin, hair, bones, mus-
cles, and other body tissues

« Collagen occurs naturally in bone broth,
chicken skin, and fish

Biotin

* Best for promoting hair growth, strength-
ening nails, and enhancing the skin barrier
* Helps convert food into energy and sup-
ports metabolic processes

e QOccurs naturally in meat, eggs, fish,
seeds, and nuts

Which s Better?

For Skin Health

Collagen is more directly involved in skin
health than biotin, particularly for aging-re-
lated concerns.

Collagen levels decline with age, causing
skin to lose firmness and moisture. Re-

importers. The plan includes improving
coordination among agencies involved
in customs procedures and advancing
automation and digitalization of the cus-
toms system. Madanizadeh said the gov-
ernment is introducing a new program to
resolve currency allocation delays so that
it no longer hinders goods clearance.

search shows that taking collagen sup-
plements for 90 days can improve skin
elasticity, hydration, and smoothness,
effectively reducing the appearance of fine
lines and wrinkles.67

Biotin supplementation can replenish bio-
tin levels and improve skin health in peo-
ple with a deficiency, but it may not be as
effective for people who are not deficient
in the nutrient and get enough biotin from
their diet.48

For Hair Growth

Biotin may be the better choice if you're

concerned about hair thinning, shedding,
or breakage—especially if your diet is low
in biotin. It helps your body produce ker-
atin, the protein that makes up hair, skin,
and nails. A lack of biotin can lead to thin-
ning hair or hair loss. Research shows that
biotin supplementation can improve hair
thickness and promote growth, especially
in people with low biotin levels.9
While biotin offers more direct support for
hair growth, collagen can still be helpful by
supplying the nutrients your body needs
for overall hair strength and health.101112
|

neering and manufacturing items
previously imported. All una-
vailable foreign parts have been
replaced with high-quality local
products, ensuring uninterrupted
production.He added that even
during a recent 12-day conflict,
repairs and production contin-
ued without interruption, despite
logistical challenges such as the
suspension of helicopter flights.
Personnel and equipment were
transported by vessel, and some
workers travelled up to 48 hours
by land to reach the field on the
Iran-Qatar maritime border.Ab-
baszadeh praised the resilience
of oil and gas workers, noting
that almost all households in Iran
now have access to natural gas,
and the ministry aims to further
strengthen supply in  coming
years.

TPO aims to nor-
malize commercial
event schedule after

war disruption

Iran’s Trade Promotion Organiza-
tion (TPO) is working to restore
the normal schedule of trade fairs
and commercial events disrupt-
ed by a recent 12-day conflict, a
senior official said.Amir Roshan-
bakhsh, TPO’s deputy for the de-
velopment of international busi-
nesses, told a specialized webinar
on upcoming trade events that
the organization is implementing
measures to make up for delays
in the exhibition calendar.

He said trade fairs are vital tools
for expanding commerce, and
their effective management is of
high importance.

During the conflict, the TPO
sought to ensure events faced
minimal disruption through poli-
cy and planning adjustments.
Roshanbakhsh added that the
private sector also stepped in to
help manage trade events, but all
exhibitions were suspended until
late July, when conditions nor-
malized.

The Financial Intelligence Center said the Financial Action Task Force
(FATF) has formally invited Iran to direct negotiations for the first
time in six years, as the country moves to normalize its status with
the global watchdog.

According to the center, the invitation follows Iran’s recent measures
against money laundering and terrorism financing, including pro-
gress reported to FATF’s regional body over the past two years and
the approval of the Palermo Convention by the Expediency Council.
The talks, to be held in Madrid, aim to advance Iran’s case for sus-
pending counter-measures and removing it from FATF's high-risk

“blacklist.” Iran’s parliament passed the law joining the United Na-
tions Convention against Transnational Organized Crime in 2017,
but the measure was delayed due to objections from the Guardian
Council. The Expediency Council finally ratified it in May 2025, and
Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi signed the instrument of ratifica-
tion on July 30, 2025.

The document was formally sent to UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres on August 5, 2025, by Iran’s UN envoy Saeed Iravani.
The Palermo Convention is one of four international agreements
FATF requires its members to join.
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