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Islamic solidar-
ity vital to end

Gaza genocide,

Pezeshkian tells
Malaysian PM

Iran’s  President Masoud
Pezeshkian and Malaysian
Prime Minister Anwar Ibra-
him jointly called for urgent
collective action by Muslim
nations to stop Israel’s gen-
ocidal campaign in Gaza dur-
ing a phone conversation on
Wednesday.

President Pezeshkian em-
phasized the critical need for
Islamic unity, stating: “The
atrocities committed by the
Zionist regime in Gaza are
unacceptable to any free hu-
man being.”

He urged Muslim countries

to employ “active diploma-
cy and diplomatic pressure”
to prevent further crimes,
adding that collective efforts
would prove “highly effective
in confronting the crimes of
the Zionist regime in Gaza.”
The Iranian President reiter-
ated Tehran’s consistent po-
sition: “The Islamic Republic
of Iran has always defended
the rights of the oppressed
Palestinian nation, and oth-
er Islamic countries should
adopt a stronger and more
active stance to support the
oppressed people of Pales-
tine and Gaza.”
Prime Minister Anwar Ibra-
him strongly aligned with this
position, detailing Malaysia’s
response: “The Malaysian
government has issued a
strong statement condemn-
ing Israel’s crimes in Gaza
and is conducting extensive
diplomatic efforts to stop
the genocide.” He expressed
hope that “through coopera-
tion with other Islamic coun-
tries, we can prevent these
crimes.”

The leaders also discussed
enhancing bilateral relations,
building upon robust eco-
nomic foundations. Recent
data shows bilateral trade
reached RM2.6 billion (USD
570 million) in 2024 - a
24.6% increase from 2023.
Iran remains Malaysia’s 7th
largest trading partner in
West Asia, with cooperation
expanding in medical tour-
ism, agriculture, and defense
technology. Furthermore,
Malaysia is lran’s largest
trading partner among ASE-
AN (Association of South-
east Asian Nations) member
states.

The leaders’ urgent call
comes amid an overwhelm-
ing humanitarian crisis in
Gaza. Since October 2023,
the Israeli regime has killed
over 60,000 Palestinians, in-
cluding over 25,000 children.
Famine has claimed the lives
of more than 180 individuals,
93 of whom were children.
The conflict has displaced
around 85% of Gaza’s pop-
ulation, leaving families and
communities fractured and
vulnerable. Meanwhile, the
Israeli regime continues to
block aid convoys and sys-
tematically dismantle health-
care infrastructure, further
exacerbating the suffering
and impeding relief efforts.
UN experts confirm Tel Aviv’s
“intentional starvation tac-
tics” constitute a war crime,
with famine conditions delib-
erately engineered through
aid restrictions. Recent “hu-
manitarian corridor” opera-
tions have resulted in mass
civilian casualties, including
the killing of 1,400 Palestin-
ians at aid distribution points
since May.
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Tehran, Baku urge acceleration of jomt horder projects

Iran’s Minister of Transport and
Urban Development Farzaneh
Sadegh and Azerbaijan’s Deputy
Prime Minister Shahin Musta-
fayev have stressed the need to
accelerate the implementation
of joint border projects, includ-
ing the Astara border terminal
and under-construction bridges
along the frontier.

According to a statement from
Iran’s Transport Ministry, the
two officials—who co-chair the
Iran-Azerbaijan Joint Economic
Cooperation Committee—met
to discuss expanding economic
and operational ties, with a par-
ticular focus on cross-border
infrastructure projects.

It was also agreed that Musta-
fayev will visit the Iranian city
of Astara in the near future to
inspect the progress of ongoing
joint ventures. The both sides
reviewed bilateral economic
matters under the committee’s
framework and held talks on
how to advance the projects
and resolve any potential ob-
stacles.

In a recent meeting, Sadegh
and Mustafayev had reaffirmed
their commitment to accelerat-
ing joint border infrastructure
projects.

Significant progress has al-
ready been made with the Asta-
rachay (Astara—Astara) bridge,
inaugurated on December 31,
2023.

Spanning 89 meters in length
and over 30 meters in width,
the bridge features four lanes
for vehicles and separate pe-
destrian walkways.

Built at a cost of around €5.8
million, it runs parallel to the
Baku-Astara  freeway and
seamlessly connects Iranian
and Azerbaijani transport cor-
ridors, enhancing transit be-
tween Iran and CIS and Eastern

European countries.

Officials at the inauguration
noted that bilateral trade had
grown substantially—trade
volume increased by nearly
46 percent and transit activity
surged by 45 percent—under-
scoring the bridge’s importance
as part of the International
North-South Transport Corridor
(INSTC).

Looking ahead, one of the
most transformative projects
under discussion is the As-
tara—Rasht-Qazvin railway link,
a key segment of INSTC. With
the Astara dual-gauge rail con-
nection completed in March
2017 and a test train running in
early 2018, the ongoing Rasht—
Astara leg (approximately 162
km with 8 stations, 56 bridges,
and 35 overpasses) is expect-
ed to be finalized in the coming
years. As of mid-2025, project
plans and financing—including
a €1.6 billion Russian backed
loan—have been  secured.
When complete, this rail corri-
dor will dramatically boost both
Iran’s regional connectivity and
export capacity.

Supporting infrastructure initia-
tives such as the Aghband au-
tomobile bridge over the Aras
River are also under active de-
velopment. Construction began
in 2022, with a target comple-
tion timeline of 18 months—in-
tended to link Nakhchivan with
mainland Azerbaijan via Iranian
territory.

These joint ventures reinforce
not only economic integration
but also broader regional con-
nectivity.

Overall, Iran and Azerbaijan
see these projects as strate-
gic linchpins in strengthening
transit, trade, and energy coop-
eration. Both sides emphasize
that accelerating execution,
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aligning customs procedures,
and mobilizing joint financing
will be critical to unlocking the
full potential of this deepening
bilateral relationship.

In - mid-May, senior officials
from Iran and Azerbaijan
stressed the need to expedite
the construction of key tran-
sit routes during a high-level
meeting in Tehran, highlighting
the strategic importance of en-
hancing connectivity between
the neighboring countries.

Ali Akbar Ahmadian, Secretary
of Iran’s Supreme National Se-
curity Council, met with Hikmet
Farhad oglu Hajiyev, foreign
policy advisor to the President
of Azerbaijan to discuss ad-
vancing bilateral cooperation,
particularly in the transport and
infrastructure sectors.
Ahmadian said the historical
ties and geographic proximity
between Iran and Azerbaijan
necessitate the elevation of
economic and political relations
to their highest potential. Refer-
ring to the recent visit by Iran’s
president to Baku, he noted that
Tehran is committed to fully
implementing the agreements
made during that trip as well as
previous bilateral accords.
“Accelerating the development
of transit routes between our
countries is a strategic neces-
sity,” Ahmadian said, adding
that these projects must be
pursued at the highest levels
to overcome existing obstacles
to economic and trade cooper-
ation.

Hajiyev echoed the sentiment,
stating that the Iranian presi-
dent’s visit to Baku opened a
new chapter in bilateral rela-
tions. He noted that the signed
cooperation documents be-
tween Tehran and Baku reflect a
growing dynamism in their ties

that is expected to continue.
Hajiyev also underscored the
strategic value of transit cor-
ridors passing through Iran,
expressing Azerbaijan’s strong
commitment to expanding
trade, banking cooperation, and
joint energy field development
with its southern neighbor.
Trade relations between Iran
and the Republic of Azerbaijan
have seen remarkable growth
in recent years. By leveraging
their cultural, historical, and
geographical  commonalities,
the two countries have worked
to expand their economic coop-
eration through joint projects,
border trade exchanges, and
the development of transit cor-
ridors.

The Republic of Azerbaijan
holds an important position
in Iran’s neighborly policies.
Beyond the bonds of neigh-
borhood and historical con-
nections, the two nations share
familial ties.

Fortunately, a new chapter has
been opened in the relations
between the two countries,
which is promising for both na-
tions. There are numerous op-
portunities for mutually benefi-
cial cooperation ahead of them.
The agreements reached and
the joint projects currently
underway between Iran and
Azerbaijan in the fields of trade,
energy, and transportation, as
well as the continuation and
strengthening of these collabo-
rations, will transform Iran and
Azerbaijan into strategic part-
ners for one another.

Iran and Azerbaijan signed
Persian and Azeri versions of
a memorandum of understand-
ing (MOU) on April 8 during
the 16th Joint Economic Com-
mittee meeting, co-chaired by
Iran’s minister of transport and
urban development and Azer-
baijan’s deputy prime minister.
The meeting between Irani-
an Minister Farzaneh Sadegh
and Azerbaijan’s Deputy Prime
Minister Shahin Mustafayev
focused on reviewing bilateral
projects and cooperation in
economic, transport, trade, en-
ergy, and banking sectors.

The signed Persian and Aze-
ri texts of the memorandum
were appended to the English
version of the MOU, which had
been previously signed in Teh-
ran in February 2025.

As part of her official visit, Min-
ister Sadegh also inspected
joint transport infrastructure
projects between the two coun-
tries.

Sadegh, who also chairs the
Iran-Azerbaijan Joint Economic

Committee, also met with Azer-
baijani President llham Aliyev
in Baku to discuss bilateral ties
and economic cooperation. The
meeting focused on expanding
joint projects across key sec-
tors including transportation,
customs, water and energy, oil
and gas, and preferential trade.
At the beginning of the meet-
ing, Azerbaijani President llham
Aliyev appreciated the recent
reciprocal visits of high-level
delegations from Azerbaijan
and Iran, noting that these vis-
its provide a valuable opportu-
nity to strengthen friendship
between the two countries and
promote bilateral cooperation.
He mentioned the holding of
the meeting of the Iran-Azerbai-
jan Joint Economic Committee
and emphasized that the meet-
ing’s agenda includes impor-
tant projects aimed at expand-
ing cooperation in the fields of
economy, trade, energy, and
transportation.

The Iranian minister, for her
part, emphasized her country’s
interest in developing relations
with Azerbaijan in all areas, and
pointed to the strong historical,
cultural, and religious ties be-
tween the two nations.

Sadegh led a high-level Iranian
delegation to Azerbaijan from
April 7 to 10 to review progress
on past agreements, remove
barriers to joint ventures, and
lay the groundwork for an up-
coming visit by Iranian Presi-
dent Masoud Pezeshkian and
his accompanying delegation
to Baku (on Monday, April 28).
Amin Tarafo’, advisor to the
minister and head of the minis-
try’s international affairs office,
said the trip was made at the
formal invitation of Azerbaijan’s
Deputy Prime Minister Shahin
Mustafayev.

In a previous meeting between
Mustafayev and Iran’s For-
mer Minister of Finance and
Economic Affairs Abdolnaser
Hemmati, the Iranian side said
the country is determined to ex-
pand its trade ties with neigh-
boring Azerbaijan.

Hemmati said the size of trade
between Iran and Azerbaijan,
which is around $400 million
per year, is very low and does
not match the state of relations
between the two countries.
After the meeting, the official
said that he and Mustafayev
had agreed in their meeting
that communication between
the banking and insurance in-
stitutions of Iran and Azerbai-
jan should expand to allow an
increase in trade relations be-
tween the two countries.

Detense Council ¢o holster Iran’s military coordination, sav lawmakers

Two senior members of Iran’s Parliament have wel-
comed the formation of the National Defense Coun-
cil, describing it as a timely and strategic move to
strengthen decision-making and accelerate military
responses amid ongoing wartime conditions.

The council was approved on Sunday, August 3,
by the Supreme National Security Council (SNSC)
under Article 176 of the Constitution. It will operate
under the chairmanship of the President and include
the heads of the three branches of government, top
military commanders, and several key ministers. Its

primary mandate is to review defense strategies and
coordinate efforts to enhance the operational readi-

ness of the Armed Forces.

Established with the approval of the Leader of the Is-
lamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei, the
council is designed to act as a centralized command
body in the event of war or any attack on the nation’s

territorial integrity.

In interviews with IRNA, veteran parliamentari-
an Alaeddin Boroujerdi and Esmaeil Kowsari, both
members of the National Security and Foreign Policy
Committee, offered their perspectives on the council’s

significance.

Alaeddin Boroujerdi said the SNSC is constitutional-

Crisis.

ly authorized to establish specialized councils in re-
sponse to national needs, especially during times of

“Given the aggressive military posture of the United
States and the Zionist regime, it was essential to form
a dedicated body to assess defense-related develop-
ments,” he said.
He stressed that the council would benefit from the
experience of senior wartime commanders and bring
greater focus to military policy and planning.

“With the current state of war and the possibility of fu-
ture escalation, the creation of a body solely focused
on defense matters was both necessary and timely,”
Boroujerdi added. “The SNSC handles a wide array of

security and foreign policy issues, so this new council
fills a critical gap by concentrating solely on military

affairs.”

‘Defense Council to streamline decision-making

during crisis’

Boroujerdi noted that the presence of high-ranking
Armed Forces commanders in the council would
strengthen its effectiveness and ensure that urgent
defense decisions can be made quickly and coher-

ently.

“The concentration of military authority in this coun-

stated.

wartime conditions.

cil will enhance unity and coordination in both deci-
sion-making and execution during times of crisis,” he

Esmaeil Kowsari, another senior lawmaker, empha-
sized the importance of swift and decisive action in

“In war, speed is everything. There must be a com-

mand structure that allows for rapid, resolute deci-
sions. This council was created in direct response to a

critical need on the battlefield,” he said.

erations.

Kowsari noted that during the eight-year Iran—Iraq
war, known in Iran as the Sacred Defense, a similar
Supreme Defense Council had overseen wartime op-
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Iranian court un-
covers MEK role
in coordinated
attacks with Israel
during recent war

During ongoing legal proceed-
ings against the Mojahedin-e
Khalg Organization (MEK), Teh-
ran’s Criminal Court heard new
evidence linking the terrorist
group to Israeli attacks during
the recent 12-day war—includ-
ing the targeting of a civilian
hospital.

At the 36th public session of the
trial, held Tuesday, at Branch
11 of Tehran Province’s Crimi-
nal Court One, presiding Judge
Hojjatoleslam Amir-Reza Deh-
gani announced that MEK opera-
tives had coordinated with Israeli
intelligence by gathering data on
traffic flow near Kermanshah’s
Farabi Hospital and passing it on
to the regime in Tel Aviv. The in-
telligence was used to carry outa
deadly strike on the hospital.
Judge Dehgani opened the
hearing by condemning Israel’s
actions and praising the Irani-
an Armed Forces for defending
national sovereignty in the face
of foreign-sponsored terrorism.
He also expressed condolences
to the families of those killed in
the recent war, declaring:“We
are witnessing a new phase of
hegemonic aggression aimed
at  destabilizing  independent
nations by assassinating their
intellectual and scientific lead-
ers. These acts are designed to
uphold an unjust global order
maintained by arrogant powers.”
Daughter of martyred scientist
demands justice

Zohreh Abbasi Davani, daughter
of late nuclear scientist Dr. Fe-
reydoun Abbasi Davani—killed
in the recent Israeli-led as-
sault—testified in court, calling
for accountability in a prior 2010
assassination attempt on her
father.

“The second attack claimed my
father’s life, re-injured my moth-
er, and killed a neighbor. Twen-
ty-eight families were displaced.
My father was not a military
figure—he was a university pro-
fessor devoted to the country’s
scientific progress.”

Following her statement, Judge
Dehgani revealed that new docu-
ments and testimony submitted
by the second defendant showed
active cooperation between MEK
members and Israeli operatives,
particularly in identifying and tar-
geting Iranian nuclear scientists.
He said the evidence would be
reviewed in full and, if warranted,
referred back to the Prosecutor’s
Office.

Widow of another assassinated
scientist: MEK targeted Iran’s
scientific core

The widow of Dr. Masoud
Ali-Mohammadi, another promi-
nent Iranian nuclear physicist as-
sassinated in a separate incident,
also testified.

“Ten days before his death, my
husband showed me emails and
satellite images of nuclear sites
sent by the MEK. When he re-
fused to engage, they killed him.”
She added: “The MEK has be-
trayed the Iranian people since
the Revolution. My hushand’s
killing wasn’t just a personal
loss—it was an attack on the na-
tion’s scientific backbone. It risks
setting back Iran’s intellectual
development for generations.”
Concluding her testimony, she
formally pressed charges: “I de-
mand that those within the MEK
responsible for these crimes be
held accountable. Justice must
be done
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NPC eyes $100b
investment to
expand petrochem-
ical sector

Iran’s National Petrochemical
Company (NPC) is seeking to at-
tract $100 billion in domestic and
foreign investment to complete
semi-finished projects and ex-
pand the country’s petrochemical
value chain, a senior official said
on Tuesday.

Hamidreza Ajami, NPC’s in-
vestment director, said the 144
licensed projects in the sector
require nearly $100 billion in cap-
ital, adding that the exclusive re-
liance on domestic financing has
limited growth and undermined
Iran’s global competitiveness.
“Petrochemicals account for 25
percent of Iran’s non-oil exports
and 19 percent of the country’s
industrial value-added,” he said.
“Developing this sector plays a
critical role in economic, social,
and national security.”
According to Ajami, around $87
billion has been invested in Iran’s
petrochemical industry  from
1979 to 2022, with 19 percent
of that originating from foreign
sources and over 11 percent fi-
nanced through the National De-
velopment Fund and other inter-
nal and external resources.
Under the country’s seventh de-
velopment plan, an additional
$22 billion in investment is envi-
sioned, he said, noting that while
some projects have already come
online, others are still in progress.
According to Ajami current pro-
jects in this sector include 20 pro-
jects worth $11 billion with over
70 percent physical progress, 32
projects worth $22 hillion which
are between 20 and 70 percent
complete, and 92 projects worth
$67 billion that are below 20 per-
cent completion.

He underscored the importance
of foreign investment, citing a re-
cent agreement with Iran’s Organ-
ization for Investment Economic
and Technical Assistance aimed
at more actively promoting the
sector to international investors.
Ajami also noted Iran is pursuing
increased cooperation through
the BRICS group and the Shang-
hai Cooperation Organization.
Despite international sanctions,
Ajami said the petrochemical
sector has managed to withstand
external pressures by utilizing do-
mestic funding and foreign credit
lines. Several projects are slated
to be inaugurated this year.

He cited Iran’s large domestic and
regional markets, access to open
waters, skilled labor, and legal and
policy incentives as key advantag-
es for investors. He also pointed
to the growing role of knowl-
edge-based firms and advanced
technologies.

In 2024, Iranian banks issued
$210 million in Islamic foreign ex-
change-based bonds (Murabaha
Sukuk), and plans are underway
to issue an additional 130 trillion
rials (approximately $2.6 billion)
this year. The NPC also aims to
mobilize financing through pro-
ject funds, public participation
initiatives, educational outreach,
and expert forums.

Ajami highlighted the company’s
investment priorities, including
the completion of unfinished pro-
jects, development of mid- and
downstream units, flared gas re-
covery, and increasing hard cur-
rency revenues. He emphasized
leveraging both domestic and
foreign experiences, citing joint
projects with the Philippines as
well as partnerships with AriaSa-
soul and Karoun Petrochemical
Company.
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Is Water Fasting
(ood Tor You or Dangerous?

Source: https://www.verywellhealth.com/water-fasting-8414554

By: PARISA JAMADI

Water fasting involves consuming only
water and abstaining from solid food for a
short period. There may be health benefits
to this practice, but there are also draw-
backs and potential dangers.

Used globally for thousands of years, water
fasting has gained recent attention due to
claims that it helps you lose weight fast,
reduces the risk for health problems, and
promotes autophagy (when the body re-
builds damaged portions of its own cells).
Water fasting may cause several harmful
side effects, though, and isn’t appropriate
for everyone.

What Is Water Fasting?

Water fasting is when you consume noth-
ing but water fora day or more. This means
abstaining from all solid food. Fasts typi-
cally last anywhere from 24 to 72 hours,
but some people may fast for longer. While
it may be done for religious or spiritual
reasons, a water fast’s goal is often to lose
weight or improve one’s overall health.
Though there are claims of benefits from
water fasting, research on the practice is
still lacking.1 Because of this, it is crucial
to speak to a medical professional before
starting a fast.

How Water Fasting Works

Because water fasting is still being studied,

the guidelines surrounding it are vague.
Water Fast (1 to 3 Days)

As the fast begins, you will stop eating
food and consume only water regularly
throughout the day. Some studies recom-
mend drinking water whenever you want.1
Things to keep in mind during this phase:
* Avoid strenuous forms of exercise.

« Schedule the fast on days when you can
take time to rest your body.

* Do not smoke during this period; it can
counteract any of the purported benefits of
a water fast.3

Water Fast Duration

While water fasts typically last for one to

Iran is turning to knowledge-based compa-
nies to help tackle its growing energy imbal-
ance by promoting clean power generation,
according to the head of the Industrial De-
velopment and Renovation Organization of
Iran (IDRO).Speaking at a contract signing
ceremony between a high-tech Iranian firm
and an industrial manufacturer, Farshad
Mogimi, Chairman of IDRO’s Executive

Board, emphasized the strategic role of
knowledge-based enterprises in developing
innovative solutions such as expansion tur-
hines for clean electricity generation. “This
is more than a contract—it symbolizes a
smart shift in direction and a major step to-
ward building a knowledge-based economy
while addressing one of Iran’s most urgent
challenges: the energy deficit,” Mogimi said.

three days, there are online reports of fasts
lasting seven days or longer. Longer dura-
tion water fasting can be dangerous and
should not be attempted without signifi-
cant medical supervision.1

Potential Health Benefits of Water Fast-
ing

The evidence on water fasting is still being
researched, and any possible advantages
are still considered hypothetical.
Autophagy

Autophagy is a process in which your body
takes old or damaged cell components and
recycles them into amino acids that can be
used for fuel or to form new proteins. This

rebuilding process helps your cells with-
stand stresses and fight against invading
pathogens.

Blood Pressure

Another purported benefit of short-term
water fasting is the claim that it lowers
blood pressure.

Weight Loss

Chronic Diseases

Dangers of Water Fasting

Losing the Wrong Type of Weight
Dehydration

Refeeding Syndrome

Orthostatic Hypotension

Nutritional and System Imbalances

[ran’s mtl. distribution mdustry expo opens with strong private sector presence

The 7th International Exhibition and Conference on Iran’s Distribution
Industry opened Tuesday afternoon, August 5, with the participation
of Tehran Chamber of Commerce Head Mahmoud Najafi Arab and a

broad presence from the private sector.

Held at the Iran Mall Exhibition and Convention Center, the four-day
event brings together key players in the country’s distribution and

logistics sectors.

More than 120 private companies are taking part, with over 30 spe-
cialized sessions covering fast-moving consumer goods (FMCG),
pharmaceuticals, food, hygiene products, and logistics.

Iran’s Minister of Transport and Urban
Development Farzaneh Sadegh and Ka-
zakhstan’s Minister of Transport Nurlan
Sauranbayev have agreed to strengthen
transportation cooperation and jointly draft
a roadmap focused on hoosting transit
through the International North-South
Transport Corridor (INSTC).

The meeting took place on the sidelines of
the Third UN Conference on Landlocked
Developing Countries in Awaza, Turkmen-
istan, where both ministers stressed the
need for infrastructure coordination and
swift implementation of earlier multilateral
agreements signed between Iran, Kazakh-
stan, Russia, and Turkmenistan.

Sadegh called for accelerated execution of
the eastern branch of the INSTC, empha-
sizing Kazakhstan’s central role.

She also proposed a comprehensive five-
year agreement covering all modes of
transport, a suggestion welcomed by the
Kazakh side.

The two sides reviewed opportunities to
enhance multimodal connectivity, includ-
ing rail, road, maritime, and air transport.

The Tehran Chamber of Commerce is hosting a dedicated pavilion at
the exhibition, featuring advisors, experts, and representatives from
several private sector associations based in the capital.

Najafi Arab, accompanied by Sohrab Karegar, president of the Na-

discussions with exhibitors and industry operators.

tional Association of Distribution Industry and deputy head of the
Chamber’s Transport Commission, toured the venue and engaged in

The event aims to foster dialogue, showcase innovations, and explore
solutions to strengthen the country’s supply and distribution net-
works. It will run daily from 4 p.m. to 10 p.m. until Friday, August 8.

[ran, Kazakhstan pledge closer transport ties via INST(

Sauranbayev emphasized that Kazakhstan
imposes no restrictions on Iranian flights
and expressed interest in collaborative
infrastructure development, particularly a
Caspian Sea initiative akin to the “Caspian
Bridge” project being developed with Azer-
baijan.

The ministers agreed to assess the full po-
tential of Caspian Sea routes for a “leap”
in logistics cooperation, aiming to diversify
transit paths to and from Iranian ports.

As part of a broader goal to increase bi-
lateral trade to $3 hillion, discussions
included expanding port capacity, stream-
lining customs, and organizing multilateral
logistics meetings with neighboring coun-
tries—especially targeting routes toward
the Caucasus and Europe.

In a forward-looking move, both sides
agreed to form a joint technical committee
tasked with drafting cooperation docu-
ments and a detailed roadmap prior to the
upcoming state visit by the Iranian presi-
dent to Astana.

They also agreed to hold regular virtual
meetings to ensure continued progress.

These developments align with Iran’s strat-
egy to position itself as a critical transit hub
linking Central Asia to global markets via
the Persian Gulf and Indian Ocean.

The 20th session of the Iran-Kazakhstan
Joint Economic Committee was held in
Astana, in mid-June, with the participation
of Gholamreza Nouri Ghezeljeh, Iran’s Min-
ister of Agriculture and head of the Iranian
delegation.

Nouri thanked the Kazakh government,
particularly Trade and Integration Minister
Arman Shakkaliyev, for hosting the meet-
ing, and expressed hope that the session
would help advance the strategic partner-
ship between the two countries.

Referring to the committee’s previous 19
sessions, Nouri said the continued meet-
ings reflect both sides’ firm commitment to
expanding bilateral ties.

Nouri announced that Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian is expected to visit
Astana soon at the official invitation of his
Kazakh counterpart.

Documents finalized during the commit-
tee’s latest session will be prepared for
signing during the visit.

During the meeting, the two countries
agreed on several initiatives to boost eco-
nomic cooperation and facilitate trade.
These include the formation of a joint
Iran-Kazakhstan  investment  working
group to examine shared investment op-
portunities; enhanced trade and business
engagement through the establishment of
trade centers and co-hosted exhibitions;
and the finalization of a mutual recognition
agreement for Authorized Economic Oper-
ators to streamline customs procedures.
Both sides also agreed to hold a joint meet-
ing on oil, gas, refining, and petrochemi-
cals in the third quarter of 2025, and to
explore the resumption of oil swap oper-
ations. Gooperation in agriculture will con-
tinue through joint committee meetings,
with a focus on plant and animal health.
The two sides also discussed expanding
collaboration in the health sector, including
knowledge transfer in pharmaceutical and
medical equipment production, and the
formation of a joint health task force.

Kazakhstan will be allocated 15 hectares
of land in Iran’s Shahid Rajaee Port to es-
tablish a Kazakh transit terminal. The two
countries also reviewed ways to expand
multimodal transport under the Interna-
tional North-South Transit Corridor and
strengthen logistics cooperation. Talks are
also underway to launch direct flights be-
tween the two countries. Other areas under
discussion included energy, banking, free
trade zones, communications, technology,
tourism, culture, production, industry, and
mining.

At the end of the meeting, Nouri thanked
the Kazakh government once again and
expressed hope that the outcome would
bring renewed momentum to the coun-
tries’ strategic relationship.

In a separate meeting with Kazakhstan's
Agriculture  Minister Aidarbek Saparov,
Nouri said Iran is pursuing a policy of
deepening relations with the friendly nation
of Kazakhstan.

He pointed to recent presidential visits and
high-level meetings as signs of a strong
political will to strengthen ties.

Nouri said Kazakhstan’s use of Iranian
infrastructure, including east-west and
north-south transit corridors and ports, is
of strategic importance, as is closer agri-
cultural cooperation.

He noted that Iran could import agricultur-
al and food products from Kazakhstan and
supply the Kazakh market with dairy and
other goods in return.

He also stressed the potential for broader
agricultural collaboration through the ex-
change of expertise and research.

Saparov said agricultural cooperation with
Iran is a priority for Kazakhstan and noted
that bilateral agricultural trade grew by 33
percent in 2024, reaching $20 million.

He added that agricultural financing in
Kazakhstan has increased tenfold this
year and expressed readiness to expand
collaboration and achieve positive results
with Iran.

Iran and Kazakhstan pledged deeper coop-
eration in agriculture to ensure sustainable
development and food security, Iran’s ag-
riculture minister said during the opening

ceremony of the Central Asia Products
Expo (Expo Goods) in Astana, on June 10.
Speaking at the event, Nouri Ghezeljeh em-
phasized the growing importance of food
security amid climate change and environ-
mental crises.

“In today’s world, the need for food secu-
rity is more pressing than ever, particularly
as we face escalating climate disruptions
and ecological challenges,” he said.

Nouri stressed that sustainable develop-
ment must be viewed not only from an
economic lens but also through its social
and environmental dimensions. He called
on regional countries to enhance multi-
lateral cooperation and improve resource
efficiency to meet these challenges.
Highlighting Iran’s agricultural potential,
Nouri said the country produces more than
130 million tons of agricultural products
annually, thanks to its fertile lands and di-
verse climate. “We’ve also made significant
strides in developing agricultural process-
ing and value-added industries,” he added.
Of that output, over 10 million tons are
exported to various countries. Nouri said
Iran, with its population of nearly 90 million
and a dynamic economy, also imports agri-
cultural products and inputs—a trade flow
that presents opportunities for both bilater-
al and multilateral commercial expansion.
He pointed to Iran’s deep-rooted cultural,
religious, and economic ties with neigh-
boring countries, particularly Kazakhstan
and Pakistan. As co-chair of the Iran-Ka-
zakhstan Joint  Economic  Committee
alongside Kazakh Minister Almas Shakali-
yev, Nouri underscored Tehran’s commit-
ment to strengthening comprehensive
cooperation.

On ties with China, Nouri noted that under
the framework of the Iran-China Joint Ag-
ricultural Committee, relations are expand-
ing steadily, with current bilateral agricul-
tural trade valued at around $1.5 billion.
He said Iran’s government policies have
paved the way for robust and growing
partnerships with Central Asian and Eura-
sian nations, based on shared interests and
cooperation across both public and private
sectors.
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