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Energy Ministry
aims to add 1,000
MW of solar pow-

er monthly amid
summer electrici-

ty crunch

Iranian Energy Ministry plans
to bring 1,000 megawatts of
new solar power online each
month during the hot season,
a senior energy official said,
as the country faces growing
electricity demand driven by
extreme summer heat.
Abdolamir Yaghoubi, Director
General of Energy Affairs at
the state-run Tavanir Com-
pany, said the imbalance
between supply and demand
is largely due to inefficient
consumption patterns and
outdated energy designs.
“It's like driving a gas-guz-
zling car—no matter how
much fuel you have, you'll
still face problems. The same
logic applies to electricity,” he
said.

To alleviate demand pres-
sures, Yaghoubi suggested
practical measures for house-
holds such as using fans
alongside air conditioners,
cooking during cooler hours,
turning off unused applianc-
es, installing reflective glass
and double-glazed windows,
and using external shades to
block direct sunlight. “Small
changes can have a major im-
pact on electricity consump-
tion,” he noted.

With its high solar irradiance
levels, Iran is geographically
well-positioned to expand its
renewable energy footprint.
Yaghoubi said that accord-
ing to global solar maps,
Iran ranks among countries
with excellent solar exposure,
making it ideal for sustainable
electricity generation.

He confirmed that Iran met
its July target of adding 1,000
MW of solar capacity and in-
tends to maintain that pace
in the coming months. “The
legal and technical infrastruc-
ture for renewable energy
development is already in
place,” he added.

Yaghoubi pointed to regulato-
ry incentives, highlighting re-
visions to Article 19 of Iran’s
National Building Code, which
now requires buildings taller
than four stories to source
part of their energy from re-
newables.

He also outlined financial in-
centives for households and
private investors, noting that
surplus solar electricity is
purchased by the government
at a rate of nearly 50,000 ri-
als (about 10 cents) per kilo-
watt-hour and is tradable on
the Iran Energy Exchange.
Despite efforts to boost gen-
eration, Yaghoubi warned that
unchecked consumption hab-
its could undermine stability.
“If we don’t reform usage
patterns, expanding capacity
alone won'’t solve the imbal-
ance—it may even worsen
it,” he said. “The future of a
stable grid depends on be-
havioral change and efficien-
cy-driven design.”

_www.esfahan-news.com

[ran-India 4-month trade stands af $652m

The value of trade between Iran
and India stood at $652 million
in the first four months of 2025,
India’s Ministry of Commerce
and Industry reported.

The ministry’s report said that
almost half of the annual trade
was related to Indian rice ex-
ports to Iran.

According to the mentioned
report, trade between the two
countries fell six percent in the
first four months of the current
year, from $693 million in the
same period of time in 2024.
India’s export to Iran stood at
$465 million in the first four
months of this year, down two
percent from $478 million in
the first four months of the pre-
vious year.

The country’s four-month im-
port from Iran also experienced
13 percent drop from $215 mil-
lion to $187 million, the report
added.

As announced by the head of
the Islamic Republic of Iran
Customs Administration (IRI-
CA), India has exported non-oil
products worth $514 million
to Iran during the first quarter
of the current Iranian calendar
year (March 21-June 21).

"Russia can p

Foroud Asgari said that In-
dia was Iran’s fourth source
of non-oil imports during the
three-month period.

At a conference on commercial
opportunities between Iran and
India, held on the sidelines of
Iran Expo 2025, in early May,
officials and business repre-
sentatives from both countries
emphasized the need to diversi-
fy trade and familiarize Iranian
businesses with international
trade models.

According to Iran’s Trade Pro-
motion Organization (TPO), the
“Iran—India Trade Opportunities
and Capacities Conference”
brought together  Hossein
Bamiri, Iran’s commercial at-
taché in India; Khalid Khan,
a member of the Iran Trade
Center in Mumbai; and sever-
al trade delegations from both
nations.

Bamiri said Iran’s exports to In-
dia over the past decade have
largely been limited to a narrow
range of products including
dates, pistachios, almonds,
and petrochemicals, with little
diversification in the export
basket.

Highlighting the mismatch be-
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tween the two countries’ trade
potential and current volumes,
Bamiri urged Iranian business-
es to pursue not just goods
exports but also services. “This
requires a stronger lranian
presence in international trade
fairs,” he added.

He also stressed that Iranian
traders and manufacturers
must align their corporate
structures with global stand-
ards and gain a deeper under-
standing of international trade
models. “Proper marketing and
consistent participation in inter-
national events are key,” Bamiri
said.

Khalid Khan said efforts are
underway to usher in a new
phase of commercial relations
between India and Iran. “We
aim to showcase the capa-
bilities of both nations on a
broader scale,” he said, add-
ing that India-Iran trade could
flourish further if Chabahar
Port became more accessible
to Indian traders. “Such pro-
gress depends on sound pol-
icies and timely cooperation,”
he noted.

Also speaking at the event, Ma-
soud Ebrahim Shah, a former

advisor to the Malaysian prime
minister, called India’s export
potential “unparalleled” and
described trade exhibitions as
a strategic platform for future
commercial development.
Meanwhile, Head of the Tehran
Chamber of Commerce, Indus-
tries, Mines and Agriculture
(TCCIMA)  Mahmoud  Najafi
Arab met with Indian Ambas-
sador Rudra Gaurav Shresth to
explore avenues for expanding
economic ties between Iran and
India, with both sides empha-
sizing the need to prioritize the
exchange of non-sanctioned
goods.

The meeting, held at the Tehran
Chamber of Commerce, also
included the TCCIMA Secre-
tary General and the head of
the South Gujarat Chamber of
Commerce, who accompanied
the Indian ambassador. Dis-
cussions focused on enhanc-
ing provincial-level economic
cooperation led by business
chambers.

According to a statement from
the TCCIMA, Najafi Arab said
that the longstanding historical
and economic ties between the
two countries provide a strong
foundation for deeper coopera-
tion, especially if international
sanctions on Iran are fully lifted.
He called for swift finalization of
a preferential trade agreement
between the two countries and
emphasized the importance
of tariff reduction. Najafi Arab
also highlighted joint opportu-
nities in food security, organic
production, smart agriculture,
biotechnology, blockchain, and
fintech.

He further proposed forming
a joint consortium between
Iranian and Indian private sec-
tors for maritime and transit
corridor  projects, including
trilateral cooperation with Rus-
sia to develop the International
North-South Transit Corridor
(INSTC). Participation in trade
and industrial expos in both

countries was also encouraged.
Fereydoun Vardinejad, Sec-
retary General of the Tehran
Chamber, reiterated the impor-
tance of subnational economic
cooperation and expressed
readiness to collaborate with
Indian provincial chambers. He
proposed holding virtual meet-
ings to identify mutual business
opportunities and suggested
establishing a “green channel”
between the chamber and the
Indian embassy to expedite vi-
sas for businesspeople.
Ambassador Shrestha noted
that U.S. sanctions on Iran have
also had negative repercus-
sions for the Indian economy.
He explained that while the In-
dian government cannot man-
date private sector activity, its
investment in Iran’s Chabahar
Port was a clear signal encour-
aging Indian firms to engage
with the Iranian market.

He acknowledged the limited
scope of current bilateral trade,
which has hovered around
$5.0 billion in recent years, and
said that with a broader focus
on sanction-free goods, trade
could double to $10 hillion
within the next three to four
years.

The ambassador said India
remains a key market for agri-
cultural and food products, and
proposed converting the pref-
erential trade agreement into a
free trade pact covering food,
agriculture, and pharmaceuti-
cals—sectors not targeted by
international sanctions.

Also speaking at the meeting,
the president of the South Gu-
jarat Chamber outlined the re-
gion’s main industries, includ-
ing textiles, diamond polishing,
agricultural  products, and
handicrafts. He proposed sign-
ing a cooperation agreement
with the Tehran Chamber and
invited an Iranian trade delega-
tion to an investment and tour-
ism expo scheduled for August
in South Gujarat.
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NIGC launches 1st
smart gas network
project in north-
eastern province

National Iranian Gas Company
(NIGC) has inaugurated its first
smart gas network project in
Khorasan Razavi Province, in
the northeast of the country,
installing 22 sensors across
114 critical locations to ena-
ble real-time monitoring and
intelligent management of gas
infrastructure, the company’s
head announced.

Speaking at the official launch
ceremony on  Wednesday,
NIGC head Saeed Tavakkoli
said the project marks a signif-
icant step toward operational
excellence, network stability,
and digital transformation in
Iran’s gas sector.

“When the idea of digitizing
the province’s gas network
was first proposed, it was of
high technical and managerial
importance,” Tavakkoli said.
“The deployment of 22 sensors
at 114 strategic points enables
precise monitoring of the grid.”
He added that the initiative
goes beyond a simple tech-
nological upgrade. It has
improved the quality of GIS
mapping, enhanced the accu-
racy of sensor placement, and
boosted network resilience
while streamlining operational
oversight.

Tavakkoli highlighted the pro-
ject’s cost-saving potential,
explaining that it reduces the
need for frequent on-site per-
sonnel visits by allowing re-
mote, intelligent data modeling
and monitoring.

Iran and Europe-
ans begin nuclear
talks in Istanbul

Iran pushed back on Friday
on suggestions of extending
a UN resolution that ratifies a
2015 nuclear deal as it began
the first face-to-face talks with

Former Iranian Ambassador to
Russia believes Moscow has the
potential to play a more active and
constructive role in recent regional
developments, especially in efforts to
prevent escalation and promote dip-
lomatic solutions.

Nematollah Izadi, former Iranian
ambassador to Russia, told Tehran
Times about the advisor to the Lead-
er of the Islamic Revolution Ali Lari-
jani’s trip to Russia: In this situation,
Larijani’s visit can be viewed as polit-
ical and legal consultations aimed at
countering recent European moves.
Naturally, Russia, as one of the
JCPOA members and a permanent
member of the Security Council, can
play an important role in this regard.
Presumably, Iran has asked Russia to
act more actively against Europe’s ef-
forts to activate the snapback mech-
anism and to play an effective role
in examining the legal and political
dimensions of the issue.

He continued: Moreover, Iran, Chi-
na, and Russia were also supposed
to hold talks in Tehran, which can be
regarded as part of ongoing efforts to
preserve the JCPOA framework and
neutralize possible European actions.
Izadi emphasized: However, whether
these meetings and diplomatic move-
ments can lead to a breakthrough in
the current situation largely depends
on Russia’s will and capacity. Rus-
sia has great potential to influence
this matter, but it is engaged in the
Ukraine war and has tense relations
with Europe. Especially considering
recent sanctions against the

This retired diplomat stated: In my
opinion, Russia has missed oppor-

R

tunities in recent developments. For
instance, during the recent twelve-
day war, if Russia had tried to stop
the fighting and prevent further de-
struction, it could have strengthened
its position in the region—just as it
had previously sent a special repre-
sentative to Baghdad during the U.S.
invasion of Irag. But this time, such
a move was not seen from Moscow.
He added: The reason for this inac-
tivity seems to be a combination of
Russia’s involvement in Ukraine and
specific considerations regarding the
United States. In fact, Russia expects
the U.S. to support Moscow’s posi-
tions concerning Europe, and these
considerations have caused a kind
of passivity. Furthermore, Moscow’s
relations with Israel are at a certain
level; the large population of Russian
speakers living in Israel and Putin’s
recent remarks about cultural ties
with that country have influenced

these relations.

Izadi believes these considerations
have led Russia to adopt a passive
stance at this stage. If Russia choos-
es to continue under current condi-
tions, little can be expected from it.
But if it wishes to become active, it
has the capacity to influence both the
Security Council and the JCPOA.

The former Iranian ambassador to
Russia added: In my view, Iran’s con-
sultations with Russia, China, and
even Europe are positive steps. How-
ever, how ready each of these inter-
national actors is to seek a solution
to stop the current dangerous trend
remains to be seen. Naturally, in such
a situation, Iran should be able to
convince opposing sides to at least
temporarily de-escalate the crisis.
Regarding the possibility that Russia
might seek concessions from lIran
in exchange for a more active role,
the analyst noted: The reality is that

restonal stability

Russia is not in a position to make
specific demands of Iran because it
is also a JCPOA member, and Iran’s
enrichment activities are defined
and accepted within this agreement.
Therefore, it cannot ask Iran to stop
enrichment unless Russia, acting as
a mediator with the U.S., has reached
understandings it wishes to intro-
duce into the negotiations—of which
there are no signs so far.

Izadi concluded: It seems Iran should
increase its efforts, which apparent-
ly have intensified in recent weeks,
including strengthening relations
with Europe and trying to activate
China, which has acted indifferently
to recent developments. If the Teh-
ran meeting is held and manages to
bring Russia and China against Eu-
rope’s hardline positions, perhaps
an opportunity will arise for lran
to open a new path in diplomatic
interactions.

Western powers.

Delegations from Iran, the Eu-
ropean Union and the so-called
E3 group of France, Britain and
Germany, arrived for talks at
the Iranian consulate in Istan-
bul.

The European countries, along
with China and Russia, are the
remaining parties to a 2015
deal - from which the U.S.
withdrew in 2018.

A deadline of Oct. 18 is fast ap-
proaching when the resolution
governing that deal expires.

At that point, all UN sanctions
on Iran will be lifted unless a
“snapback” mechanism is trig-
gered at least 30 days before.
This would automatically reim-
pose those sanctions, which
target sectors from hydrocar-
bons to banking and defence.
To give time for this to happen,
the E3 have set a deadline of
the end of August to revive
diplomacy. Diplomats say they
want lran to take concrete
steps to convince them to ex-
tend the deadline by up to six
months, Reuters reported.
Iran would need to make com-
mitments on issues including
eventual talks with Washing-
ton, full cooperation with the
International Atomic Energy
Agency, and accounting for
400 kg (880 pounds) enriched
uranium, whose whereabouts
are unknown since last month’s
strikes by Israel and the U.S.
on Iran’s nuclear plants.
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RAI signs 2nd pri-

vate-sector deal to

modernize passen-
ger, freight fleet

The Islamic Republic of Iran
Railways (RAl) has launched
a second round of cooperation
with the private sector to mod-
ernize and renovate its passen-
ger and freight fleet, aiming to
boost seating capacity by 15
percent and improve service
quality for travelers.

The initiative aligns with the
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khame-
nei’s designation of the Persian
calendar year 1404 as the “Year
of Investment for Production,”
emphasizing investment as a
critical tool to drive economic
growth. In this context, RAI
has taken steps to attract pri-
vate capital for overhauling its
aging rolling stock.

A landmark $750 million in-
vestment  agreement  was
signed in late April between
RAI and private firms, in the
presence of the transport min-
ister, the railway chief, and key
stakeholders in the rail indus-
try. Under the deal, Iran aims
to procure 600 tank freight
wagons, 300 diesel multiple
unit (DMU) passenger cars,
50 locomotives, and 650 bulk
freight wagons.

Railway officials said 100 tank
wagons have already been
added to the national rail fleet
and are currently being used
to transport oil products from
Irag’s Kurdistan Region to Af-
ghanistan. Authorities expect
40 to 50 additional wagons to
join the network each month.
In the passenger segment, a
contract has been signed with a
Chinese partner, with financial
and technical issues resolved.

Nationwide ral-
lies held in Iran to
condemn Israeli
atrocities in Gaza

Thousands of Iranians took to
the streets across the country
on Friday in large-scale rallies
to condemn the ongoing Israeli
assault on Gaza and express
solidarity with the Palestinian
people.

The rallies, called “Fridays of
Rage and Victory” and held
after  congregational  Friday
prayers in cities nationwide,
were organized by the Islam-
ic Development Coordination
Council, which had called for
mass participation in response
to the war crimes and genocide
committed by the Zionist re-
gime during the recent 12-day
conflict.

Marchers chanted anti-Israel
slogans, including “Death to
Israel,” and carried flags of
Iran, Palestine, and Lebanon’s
Hezbollah. Many participants
held up portraits of martyrs,
especially senior military com-
manders killed in the recent
fighting between Iran and Is-
rael which was started with an
unprovoked attack from Israel
on June 13.

Demonstrators called for an
immediate end to the blood-
shed in Gaza, the full lifting of
the Israeli blockade, urgent ac-
tion from international human
rights bodies, and the prosecu-
tion of Israeli leaders and their
backers in international courts.
Participants also criticized the
inaction of international insti-
tutions, condemning the deaf-
ening silence in the face of an
unfolding genocide.
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Pezeshkian vis-
its major water
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projects in Al-
borz province

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian
visited Karaj Dam, the Ziaran to Bilaghan
water transmission pipeline project, and
several other important projects in Alborz
Province. During this visit, the status of
the sustainable water transmission line
project from Ziaran to Bilaghan was re-
viewed. The progress of this project was
27 percent in the three years of the 13th

government, and has reached 70 percent
in eight months under the current gov-
ernment’s incumbency. The water trans-
fer project from Ziaran to Bilaghan is a
strategic decision for the future and one
of the key projects in the field of drinking
water supply to the mega cities of Tehran
and Karaj, which is being implemented
with the support of the 14th government.

What Happens to Your Body WhenYou % ™
Drink tolden (Turmeric) Milk ‘

Source:

Golden milk—also called tur-
meric milk or golden or turmeric
latte—is a mixture of milk, tur-
meric, and other warming spices
touted for its health benefits. It
is based on the traditional In-
dian drink haldi doodh, often
prepared as an at-home cold
remedy.1

Turmeric is the source of many
of golden milk’s possible health
benefits. Curcumin, a compound
in turmeric, is known for its an-
ti-inflammatory and antioxidant
properties.2 Researchers have
extensively studied curcumin
for its benefits to various condi-
tions, such as arthritis, anxiety,
high cholesterol, cancer, meta-
bolic syndrome, and inflamma-
tory conditions.3

Turmeric, the primary ingre-
dient in golden milk, is known
for its powerful anti-inflamma-
tory properties and is well-re-
searched.3 Inflammation is your
immune system’s response to
an irritant, which can be helpful
in the short term to recover from
an infection or injury but is dam-
aging in the long term. Chronic
inflammation is associated with
several diseases, such as arthri-
tis, depression, and more.

2. Prevents Cell Damage

Golden milk may help prevent
cell damage through turmeric’s
antioxidant qualities. Research
shows that curcumin’s anti-
oxidant effect can help reduce
oxidative stress, an imbalance
between free radicals and anti-

Your body produces unstable
and potentially harmful mol-
ecules, called free radicals,
through normal bodily pro-
cesses and exposure to toxins
and stress. Antioxidants—Iike
curcumin—work by binding to
and neutralizing free radicals,
thus reducing the risk of cellular
damage that can lead to disease.
3. Lowers Blood Sugar Levels

Food is broken down into blood
glucose (sugar) and convert-
ed into energy for the body to
use.4 Some of the ingredients
in golden milk may help lower
blood sugar. A recent system-
atic review found that turmeric
could reduce fasting blood sugar
and had antidiabetic properties.5
Ginger is also effective at low-

'

amount of glucose, or sugar, in
the blood after fasting during the
night) in people with diabetes.6
4. Prevents Heart Disease
Emerging research has found
that curcumin can help prevent
atherosclerosis, a disease that
causes plaque buildup in your
arteries and is associated with
many types of heart disease.7
It may also help lower blood
pressure and improve exercise
performance.8

5. Strengthens Bones

Drinking golden milk may
strengthen your bones. Dairy
and fortified plant milk contain
calcium and vitamin D, vital for
bone health.11 Experts recom-
mend consuming three to four
servings of calcium-rich foods

orange juice daily.
6. May Reduce Cancer Risk

1. Reduces Inflammation

oxidants in the body.3

ering fasting blood sugar (the

like milk, yogurt, enriched plant

7. Aids Digestion

>

stem
9. Supports Brain Function and
Memory
10. Improves Mood

Iran’s deputy oil minister has stressed the need for balanced development, value
chain completion, and improved crisis preparedness in the petrochemical sector of
Asaluyeh, the country’s main petrochemical and energy hub on the Persian Gulf coast.
Hassan Abbaszadeh, who also serves as head of the National Petrochemical Compa-
ny (NPC), made the remarks on Wednesday during a strategic meeting in Asaluyeh
to address the challenges facing Bushehr Province’s petrochemical industry. The ses-
sion followed his visit to local production plants and infrastructure facilities.

According to NPC, the meeting brought together Bushehr Governor Arsalan Zare,
Pars Special Economic Energy Zone (PSEEZ) chief Sekhavat Asadi, senior provin-
cial officials, and heads of key petrochemical complexes. Discussions focused on

[ran honors mar-
tyred heroes of
Israel
strikes i 40¢h
daty memorial
ceremonies

On Thursday and Friday, marking the
40th day since the martyrdom of several
Iranian military commanders and scien-
tists in an Israeli attack on June 13, cer-
emonies were held across Iran to honor
their sacrifices.

These events, deeply rooted in Iranian
tradition, brought together families, of-
ficials, and citizens in various cities to
pay tribute to those who lost their lives
defending the nation against Israeli ag-
gression.

In Tehran, the IRGC Aerospace Force
hosted a prominent ceremony at the
Imam Reza Cultural and Educational
Complex.

Speaker of the Parliament Moham-
mad-Bager Qalibaf, Quds Force Com-
mander General Esmaeil Qaani, and
Brigadier General Majid Mousavi, the
current commander of the IRGC Aero-
space Force, attended the event.

This ceremony specifically honored mar-
tyrs such as General Amir-Ali Hajizadeh,
the former commander of the force, and
General Mahmoud Bagheri, head of the
missile unit, both killed in the June 13
attack.

Later, mourners gathered at Section
50 of Behesht Zahra Cemetery, where
families and officials laid flowers at the
graves of these fallen heroes.

A separate ceremony was held Friday

|
f

afternoon in Tehran’s Shahid Mahala-
ti district at the Prophet Mohammad
Mosque to honor former IRGC Chief
Major General Hossein Salami, known
as the “Commander of True Promises.”
Attendees—including citizens, military
comrades such as current IRGC Chief
Mohammad Pakpour, and officials—
paid tribute to his legacy of leadership
and valor.

In Qom, a significant gathering took
place on Thursday evening at the Imam
Khomeini Gultural Complex.

Brigadier General Abbas Shekarchi,
spokesman for the Armed Forces, and
senior cleric Ayatollah Mohsen Araki
joined families and residents to com-
memorate the martyrs of the “national
resistance.”

Shekarchi highlighted the enduring leg-
acy of the fallen, noting their critical role
in safeguarding Iran’s sovereignty during
the recent war.

In Isfahan, local officials and families
participated in a ceremony at the Mar-
tyrs’ Cemetery, emphasizing the com-
munity’s resolve to honor its defenders.
Many other cities, including Chaldoran,
Delfan, Khorramabad, Savadkuh, Aran
and Bidgol, and Maragheh, also hosted
events, each marked by a shared sense
of pride and mourning for the martyrs of

infrastructure bottlenecks, energy security, logistics, workforce development, and

environmental concerns.

The central theme was ensuring balanced growth across the region’s petrochemi- %
cal operations and completing the value chain to maximize economic returns. Both &
Abbaszadeh and Zare underscored the industry’s strategic importance for regional
development and issued directives to streamline inter-agency coordination, remove |\
regulatory barriers, and advance national industrial goals.

At the conclusion of the visit, the resilience of petrochemical facilities against potential
emergencies was reviewed, with officials highlighting the need to strengthen rapid-re-
sponse capabilities and ensure coordinated crisis management across the sector.

the 12-day war.

The war that claimed these lives erupt-
ed on June 13, when the Israeli regime
launched a surprise assault on Iran, dur-
ing which multiple high-ranking Iranian
military commanders, nuclear scientists,
and civilians were killed in a coordinated
operation across Iran.

Among the prominent figures martyred
were Lieutenant General Mohammad
Bagheri, Chief of Staff of the Armed
Forces; Major General Hossein Salami,
Commander-in-Chief of the IRGC; over
200 members of the IRGC’s Aerospace
Force, and several nuclear scientists
critical to Iran’s technological advance-
ments.

Iran responded with missile and drone
strikes targeting Israeli military sites and
infrastructure in more than 22 waves as
part of Operation True Promise IlI.

The United States escalated tensions
by bombing three Iranian nuclear facili-
ties—Fordow, Natanz, and Isfahan—on
June 22, prompting Iran to act in self-de-
fense and strike the U.S. military’s Al-
Udeid base in Qatar.

After 12 days of war, a halt in fighting
was announced on July 3 at the request
of Israel and the United States. Iran de-
clared a strategic victory, claiming it had
successfully thwarted the enemy’s ob-
jectives.

[ran successfully launches domestical-
Iv-huilt Nahid-2 satellite into space

Iran’s domestically-built telecom-
munications satellite, Nahid-2, was
successfully launched into orbit
on Friday aboard a Russian Soyuz
rocket from the Vostochny Cosmo-
drome in eastern Russia.

The launch was part of a multi-pay-
load mission that included Russia’s
lonosfera-M3 and M4 satellites, as
well as 18 other satellites from vari-
ous countries.

Developed by the Iranian Space
Agency (ISA) in collaboration with
the Iranian Space Research GCenter
and a network of knowledge-based
domestic firms, Nahid-2 marks a
significant step in Iran’s efforts to
advance indigenous aerospace ca-
pabilities.

In a symbolic move underscoring
Tehran’s official participation in the
launch, the emblem of the Iranian
Space Agency was prominently dis-
played on the Soyuz launch vehicle.
Telemetry data received shortly af-
ter launch confirmed that Nahid-2
had been successfully deployed
into a 500-kilometer low Earth orbit
and is operating nominally. The sat-
ellite is designed to remain in orbit
for up to five years.

According to ISA officials, Nahid-2
is equipped with a domestically-de-
veloped propulsion system capable
of adjusting orbital altitude by up to
50 kilometers—an essential feature
for maintaining position and coun-
tering orbital decay. The propul-
sion module, built entirely in Iran,
includes high-performance hot gas
thrusters, composite fuel tanks,
high-pressure valves, and precision
control mechanisms.

The satellite also features advanced
subsystems developed in response
to longstanding Western sanctions,
which have limited Iran’s access
to foreign aerospace technology.
These include space-grade lithi-
um-ion batteries manufactured do-

mestically, capable of withstanding
tens of thousands of charge-dis-
charge cycles, as well as indige-
nous polymer coatings and thermal
adhesives designed for heat regula-
tion and structural integrity.
Additional mission systems under
assessment include three-axis at-
titude control, multi-band two-way
communications, data manage-
ment, and power distribution mod-
ules.

The launch is seen as a milestone in
Iran’s long-term strategy to expand
its presence in space, particularly in
satellite communications and low
Earth orbit constellations. Accord-
ing to Iran’s Ministry of Information
and Communications Technology,
Nahid-2 is “a key step toward devel-
oping national satellite communica-
tions networks, forming domestic
LEO constellations, and preparing
for future high Earth orbit (GEO)
missions.”

ISA chief Hassan Salarieh stat-
ed earlier this year that Iran plans
multiple satellite launches in 2025,
including Zafar-1, Payam, and Na-
hid-2. He also noted that the next
generation of Nahid satellites is
already under design and will be
launched using domestically-built
Iranian launch vehicles in the future.
The achievement comes despite
years of unilateral U.S. sanctions
and technology embargoes, which
Iranian officials say have only ac-
celerated the country’s push toward
self-reliance in advanced space sys-
tems.

With the successful launch of Na-
hid-2, Iran joins the small group of
countries capable of independent-
ly designing, manufacturing, and
operating telecommunications
satellites—a development  Teh-
ran touts as a symbol of national
scientific resilience and strategic
progress.
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