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Iran imports _www.esfahan-news.com

non-oil goods
worth $354m from
Russia in a quarter

Iran imported non-oil commod-
ities valued at $354 million from
Russia during the first quarter of
the current Iranian calendar year
(March 21-June 21), according to
the head of the Islamic Republic
of Iran Customs Administration
(IRICA).

Foroud Asgari said that Russia
was Iran’s sixth top source of non-
oil imports in the mentioned three-
month period.

As previously announced by Abol-
fazl Akbarpour, the deputy head of
IRICA for planning and interna-
tional affairs, Iran imported non-oil
commodities valued at $1.3 billion
from Russia in the past Iranian cal-
endar year 1403, which ended on
March 20, 2025.

He said that Russia was Iran’s sev-
enth top source of non-oil imports
in the past year.

In late April, Iran and Russia
signed the MOU of their 18th joint
economic committee meeting at
the end of the meeting in Moscow.
In a press conference after the
mentioned meeting, Iranian oil
minister explained the most im-
portant achievements of the meet-
ing, and said: “The agreements
reached have outlined the frame-
work for long-term cooperation
between the two countries, and
the Ministry of Oil will seriously
pursue the practical implementa-
tion of these agreements.”

He said that the meeting was held
with the participation of special-
ized committees in the fields of
trade, economy, finance, banking,
transportation, customs, industry,
mining, energy, health, agriculture,
tourism, and technology, and the
final memorandum of understand-
ing of this meeting was signed by
both sides.

Thanking the Russian side for
hosting, he stated: “The decisions
of the past months within the
framework of specialized commit-
tees and the documents signed at
this meeting have provided a suit-
able platform for the development
of bilateral economic cooperation,
especially in the new international
conditions.”

Referring to the areas of focus for
both parties, the minister of oil
stated: “Developing cooperation
in the upstream oil and gas sec-
tor and pursuing memorandums
of understanding with Gazprom,
establishing a gas hub in Iran, gas
trade, cooperation in the petro-
chemical value chain, and oil prod-
uct swaps were among the key
issues discussed at the meeting.”
Paknejad referred to strategic co-
operation in the field of nuclear
energy and said that joint projects
in the field of peaceful use of nu-
clear energy were also among the
agreed issues.

He added that the activation of the
North-South International Corri-
dor, with emphasis on completing
the Rasht-Astara railway as the
missing link of this transit route,
has been put on the agenda.
The official also emphasized the
expansion of banking cooperation
and said: “Creating sustainable
banking platforms to facilitate
trade and investment, harmonizing
standards with the aim of develop-
ing bilateral trade, strengthening
trade centers, and developing
cooperation in the fields of agri-
culture, health, and customs were
among other topics discussed at
the summit.”

According to the Iranian Oil Min-
istry, Kazem Jalali, Iran’s ambas-
sador to Russia, told Iranian dele-
gates at the 18th Iran-Russia Joint
Economic Committee meeting in
Moscow that relations between
the two countries are expanding
and entering what he described as
a “golden era” of cooperation.

Natmnal [raman Drilling Company ready to play a more promment regional role

National  Iranian  Drilling
Company, a subsidiary of the
National Iranian Qil Compa-
y (NIOC), is a key player in
Iran’s oil and gas industry,
responsible for drilling oper-
ations.

The company that conducts
exploration, development, and
drilling of oil and gas wells,
as well as repair and main-
tenance services, and has
been actively involved in both
onshore and offshore drilling
projects, is now ready to play
a more prominent role in the
region.

The deputy managing direc-
tor of the company has an-
nounced the implementation
of a comprehensive program
to modernize the drilling fleet,
widely localize equipment,
manufacture a national drill-
ing engine, and set a goal of
repairing and completing 150
wells by the end of this year,
emphasizing: “Based on dec-
ades of experience, this com-
pany is ready to play a more
prominent role at the regional
level.”

Regarding the most important
challenges of the NIDC due to
sanctions, Masoud Afshar has
stated: “Domestic production
of many equipment has re-
duced dependence on foreign
countries, but in the engine
sector, we had challenges that
are being resolved with the
new contract. The production
of SCR, cables, and tanks are
other successful examples of
self-sufficiency.”

“Our experts are current-
ly involved in international
projects, and the successful
drilling experience in Turk-
menistan will be a basis for
expanding activities in other
neighboring countries”, the
official has underlined.

Afshar has emphasized that
with the development of tech-
nology, self-sufficiency in
equipment, and the benefit of
efficient human resources, the
National Drilling Company is
firmly on the path of sustaina-
ble development and is ready
to play a more effective role in
the regional arena.
Meanwhile, the managing
director of the company has
explained the outlook for the
development of the drilling
industry in the country, and
said: “The most important
global indicator in the field of
drilling is the reduction of un-
productive times; so, we have
reduced this indicator from 21
percent to about 9.6 percent
and set a goal to reach below
three percent.”

Mehran Makvandi said that
in the five-year outlook, the
modernization of the onshore
and offshore drilling fleet,
the development of offshore
drilling in the Persian Gulf oil
fields, and the upgrading of
technical service equipment
and their integration are pri-
orities.

Regarding digital develop-
ments in the company, he
stated: “Digitalization of drill-
ing processes, from design
and monitoring to operation
analysis and well data man-
agement, is one of the main
axes of the company’s future
vision; this approach will lead
to reduced errors, faster deci-
sion-making, economic sav-
ings, and greater safety.”

In addition to upgrading
equipment, strengthening
cooperation with  scientific
centers and knowledge-based
companies, developing hu-
man resources, and increas-
ing competitiveness in the
international market are also

among the company’s strate-
gic priorities in the 5-year out-
look, the official added.

The NIDC managing direc-
tor has also referred to the
company’s move towards
domestic production of the
equipment, and said: “One of
the strategic priorities of the
National Iranian Drilling Com-
pany is to increase the share
of domestic manufacturing.”
“In this regard, cooperation
has been developed with
companies such as Fajr Shiraz
Complex, which has experi-
ence in manufacturing key
components of drilling rigs.
The project to build the third
drilling rig in the country with
a savings of seven million
dollars is an example of these
measures”, Makvandi added.
According to him, prioritiza-
tion is based on the opera-
tional needs of the fields, the
type of projects, and domestic
capacity, although the lack of
some technical infrastructure,
the need for technology trans-
fer, and the timely supply of
quality parts are some of the
challenges on the localization
path. However, the company
is determined to strengthen
domestic manufacturing and
reduce dependence.
Makvandi  further referred
to the NIDC’s contracts with
knowledge-based companies
and added: “Nine one-meg-
awatt generator motors and
four drilling fluid purification
centrifuges, which were previ-
ously imported, will be man-
ufactured inside the country,
and the first samples will be
delivered by the end of the
[current Iranian] year (March
20, 2026).”

He also noted: “A specific
roadmap has been developed
for utilizing these technolo-

gies, which includes continu-
ous cooperation with science
and technology parks, uni-
versities,  knowledge-based
companies, and the formation
of specialized working groups
to evaluate and implement
technologies in field opera-
tions.”The NIDC managing
director has also stated that
purchasing 15 new drilling
rigs for the oil and gas indus-
try is on the agenda.
Makvandi said that a plan to
purchase 15 onshore drilling
rigs with different capacities
and a value of over $800 mil-
lion has been prepared, which
is being implemented with the
support of the Ministry of Qil
and the National Iranian Oil
Company (NIOC).

Pointing out that last year, the
company was able to drill,
repair, and complete 100 oil
and gas wells using 62 active
drilling rigs and the return of
two more rigs to operational
lines, he added: “Of this num-
ber, 24 were development and
explanatory wells and 76 were
dedicated to repair and com-
pletion operations.”

He attributed this success
to careful planning, interde-
partmental coordination, in-
creased operational efficiency,
and strengthened integrated
technical services, and noted:
“This performance is a signif-
icant leap compared to previ-
ous years, given the economic
and sanctions conditions.”
Makvandi stated that the reac-
tivation of idle rigs played an
effective role in this success,
adding: “Increasing produc-
tivity, reducing unproductive
times, and relying on domes-
tic capacity are the main pil-
lars of this achievement.”

The managing director of the
NIDC further emphasized:
“These rigs are designed for
descriptive and exploratory
purposes and will be equipped
with the latest technologies.
Specialized technical ser-
vice equipment including
high-pressure pumps, and
well testing are also on the
purchase list.”

He continued: “The conver-
gence of this equipment with
the current fleet and the inte-
grated planning management
of the National Iranian Oil
Company is underway in the
form of a joint supervisory
working group and in coor-
dination with the Ministry of
0il.”

Makvandi has said the com-
pany’s primary mission is to
provide drilling services and
specialized operations for oil
and gas producers, describ-

ing drilling as “the front line
of production” and a vital step
in preserving and boosting
output.

Of the 100 wells complet-
ed in the past year, 24 were
development wells and 76
were workovers. A total of
74 wells—14 development
and 60 workover wells—were
handed over to the National
Iranian South Oil Company
(N1SQC), he said.

The official added that 11
wells were drilled in fields
managed by the Central Oil
Fields Company, three by the
Iranian Offshore Qil Compa-
ny, seven under development
projects run by the Petroleum
Engineering and Development
Company, and five were com-
pleted on a project basis.

He emphasized the strategic
role of the National Drilling
Company as one of the up-
stream arms of the National
Iranian Oil Company, contrib-
uting to hydrocarbon supply
and helping reduce Iran’s en-
ergy imbalance. A portion of
the company’s resources is
currently allocated to drilling
gas wells, he said.

The total drilling footage
reached 113,520 meters
in 1403, up by 28,863 me-
ters from the previous year,
which Makvandi attributed to
a more than fivefold increase
in development well drilling.
During the same period, the
company carried out 4,538
technical service operations
and 1,473 special service
operations across more than
20 specialized service cate-
gories—marking a significant
rise compared to the previous
year.

Makvandi also noted that 17
drilling rigs were relocated
across operational zones. Of
the company’s 74 land and
offshore rigs, 64 are cur-
rently active in 10 provinces,
engaged in development, ap-
praisal, exploration, and re-
pair-completion projects.
Looking ahead, Makvandi
said the company aims to
accelerate drilling operations
and fulfill the strategic plans
issued by NIOC in the Iranian
year 1404 (starting March 21,
2025). This includes the con-
tinuation of equipment mod-
ernization efforts that began
in 1403.

“With the strengthening of
our fleet, rig upgrades, and
the adoption of new technolo-
gies, we expect to see a major
leap in productivity, reduced
drilling downtime, improved
efficiency, and increased rev-
enue,” he said.

Home ﬂppllﬂnce Industry Lyes strategw export plan to revive sector

Iran’s National Home Appliance Manufacturers As-
sociation is drafting a strategic export plan as its top

priority for the year, aiming to lift the industry out
of prolonged stagnation, the association’s secretary

general said.

Nasrin Ojaghi told state broadcaster IRIB that ad-
dressing the home appliance sector’s core challeng-
es—including foreign currency allocation, import
registration delays, and weak domestic demand—re-
quires unified action among industry stakeholders.
“In the current difficult climate, solidarity within the
industry is essential to find joint solutions,” Ojaghi
said. She said the association is holding talks with rel-
evant authorities to resolve the sector’s bottlenecks.
“We view export development as the key path out of
the recession, and the strategic export roadmap will
serve as our guide,” she added.

Ojaghi noted ongoing negotiations with Iran’s cus-
toms office and the Ministry of Industry, Mining and
Trade to streamline export procedures.

“With policymakers now having a clearer understand-
ing of the industry’s situation, there is greater poten-
tial for effective cooperation,” she said, emphasizing
that collective action is needed to overcome the barri-
ers facing the domestic appliance sector.

South Pars’
10th refinery
begins over-
haul to ensure

winter gas

supply

South Pars Gas Complex
has launched a major
overhaul of its 10th re-
finery, aiming to ensure
stable gas production
during Iran’s  colder
months, according to the
refinery’s  director.
Mohammad Ne’mati, the
director of the mentioned
refinery, said the overhaul
began on July 15 and will
continue until July 30.
“The operation is being
carried out in two phases
— A and B — each last-
ing 11 days, including a
full seven-day shutdown
for the refinery,” he said,
as quoted by the South
Pars Gas Complex.

The overhaul includes
1,948 work orders,
comprising 1,427 cor-
rective, emergency, and
inspection tasks, and 521
preventive maintenance
operations. Additionally,
1,363 equipment tags
have been assigned for
monitoring and process
control.

Ne’mati emphasized that
the overhaul is being
carried out entirely by
domestic  engineering
teams, in compliance
with safety and envi-
ronmental  standards.
He added that the effort
would reduce downtime,
cut costs, and enhance
operational  stability.
This comes as part of a
wider maintenance cam-
paign across the South
Pars field, where several
refineries have recently
undergone  scheduled
overhauls.

In recent weeks, other
phases of South Pars
have also been taken
offline for similar op-
erations to prepare for
peak winter demand.
The coordinated strate-
gy reflects Iran’s efforts
to maximize gas output
from the world’s largest
gas field, jointly shared
with Qatar, and to main-
tain  supply reliability
amid rising domestic
consumption and export
commitments.

South Pars gas field,
which Iran shares with
Qatar in the Persian Gulf
water, is divided into
24 standard phases of
development in the first
stage. Most of the phas-
es are fully operational at
the moment.

The huge offshore field
covers an area of 9,700
square kilometers, 3,700
square kilometers  of
which are in Iran’s terri-
torial waters in the Per-
sian Gulf. The remaining
6,000 square kilometers,
called North Dome, are
situated in Qatar’s territo-
rial waters.

The field is estimated
to contain a significant
amount of natural gas,
accounting for about
eight percent of the
world’s  reserves, and
approximately 18 billion
barrels of condensate.
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Iran boosts
oil output by
38,000 bpd at
South Azade-
gan field

Iran has increased crude
oil production by 38,000
barrels per day (bpd) at its
South Azadegan oilfield
over the past 10 months,
following the successful
drilling and completion
of 17 wells, the head of
Petropars, the company
developing the field, said.
Hamidreza Taghavi told
state media that the
company carried out
drilling operations across
multiple reservoir lay-
ers—including  Sarvak,
Kazhdomi, Gadvan, and
Fahliyan—using domes-
tic resources and Iranian
technical  expertise.

“The highest daily pro-
duction rate came from
wells in the Fahliyan layer,

Sunday - July 20, 2025

Masoud
Rahnama

What Are the Health benelitse
of Grape Leaves?

Source:
By:

Grape leaves, a popular staple of heart-
healthy Mediterranean cuisine, are rich
in vitamins and minerals. Grape leaves
are often to be found canned or bot-
tled, while raw or fresh grape leaves are
best consumed after they’re steamed or
blanched. A popular Greek dish called
dolmas uses grape leaves as a wrapper
for rice, onions and meat.

Nutritional Information

For those watching their weight, grape
leaves are very low in calories -- about
14 calories for every five leaves. For gen-

eral health and wellness, grape leaves
are a good source of nutrients, including
vitamins C, E, A, K and B6, plus niacin,
iron, fiber, riboflavin, folate, calcium,
magnesium, copper and manganese. A
single heart-healthy serving, or one cup
of grape leaves, has no fat or cholesterol
and is very low in sodium and sugar.
Anti-inflammatory Properties

Grape leaves are mildly anti-inflam-
matory based on a rating system that
estimates the inflammatory potential of
foods and food combinations. Chron-

i

ic inflammation is may cause certain
illnesses and diseases, such as heart
disease, many types of cancer and
Alzheimer’s disease. Other diseases that
are a result of inflammation include ar-
thritis and many gastrointestinal diseas-
es, such as Crohn’s disease. While life-
style and genetics contribute to chronic
inflammation, maintaining a diet that is
healthy and low in inflammatory foods
is the best strategy for containing it and
reducing long-term disease risks.

Low Glycemic Load

elected head
of Iran karate

Masoud Rahnama was elected as
president of Iran Karate Federation on
Saturday.

In the presidential elections held at
the Iran’s Academy Olympic, Rahna-
ma was elected for a four-year term
till 2029.

The elections went to a second round

averaging 4,800 barrels
per day,” Taghavi said.
To further enhance out-
put, acid stimulation op-
erations were conducted
on six wells, with care-
fully selected acids and
additives. Two additional
wells are also ready and
expected to add another
3,000 bpd once acidizing
is completed.

Taghavi praised the tech-
nical commitment and
round-the-clock efforts of
Petropars staff, attribut-
ing the progress to strong
organizational  cohesion
and a sense of respon-
sibility within the team.
“These results are the
direct outcome of tireless
work by our colleagues,”
he said.

He also thanked the pro-
ject’s client, the Petroleum
Engineering and Develop-
ment Company (PEDEC),
for its support. Petropars
is the general contractor
for the first phase of the
South Azadegan develop-
ment, which is being im-
plemented “with serious-
ness, transparency, and
speed,” he added.

The South Azadegan field
is one of Iran’s largest
shared oilfields, located
in the southwest near the
border with Irag.
Taghavi  acknowledged
the efforts of partner con-
tractors—OQil Exploration
Operations Company,
Dana Drilling Company,
and Tadbir Drilling Com-
pany. Dana’s work pack-
ages are completed, and
the other two companies
are in the final stages of
operations. Phase one of
the project is expected to
be finalized by September
2025.

He also highlighted a ma-
jor step toward domestic
self-sufficiency: Pet-
ropars has tendered the
procurement of 50 elec-
tric submersible pumps
(ESPs), using Iranian
manufacturing  capabili-
ties and technology trans-
fer from foreign partners.
“These actions reflect
Petropars’ long-term
commitment to advanc-
ing Iran’s oil industry and
supporting the Ministry of
Qil's strategic policies,”
Taghavi said.

A single serving of grape leaves is full of
nutrients and has a low glycemic load
of 1. Monitoring one’s glycemic load
is important, especially for diabetics,
since it measures the effect of food on
blood-sugar levels. A daily total glycemic
load target for the average, healthy adult
is 100 or less, making grape leaves a
healthy choice. Individuals with diabetes
or metabolic syndrome should aim for a
lower number.

Chronic Venous Insufficiency
According to a 2010 study conducted

of voting and Rahnama was elected
as the president with 23 votes out of
45 votes.

Hassan Tabatabaei came second with
22 votes.

The Iran Karate Federation was found-
ed in 1965. It serves as the national
governing body for karate in Iran.

by the Department of Dermatology at
the University of Freiburg, plant extracts
from grape vine leaves reduce edema
in patients with chronic venous insuffi-
ciency. This is a condition characterized
by veins that have problems returning
blood in the legs back to the heart. When
blood cannot return to the heart, the legs
may swell, causing edema. A reduction
of edema will not only make the individ-
ual more comfortable by reducing the
swelling, but it will also cause less of a
strain on the vascular system.

Petrochemical sector stavs on track despite conflict, eves annual targets

Iran’s petrochemical industry remains committed to achieving its development goals for the current year,
despite disruptions caused by a 12-day conflict triggered by Israeli airstrikes, a senior official said.

Hossein Alimorad, director of planning and development at the National Petrochemical Company (NPC), told
Shana that the industry quickly activated emergency response protocols to mitigate the impact of the conflict

and maintain operational stability.

“In the first nine hours of the war, we formulated a strategic response to ensure industry readiness,” Alimo-
rad said. “Through more than 14 focused crisis committee sessions, we managed to resolve all operational
challenges and even provided support to other government entities.”

Israel launched a series of military strikes on June 12 (corresponding to Khordad 23 on the Iranian calendar),

targeting sites in Tehran and other cities, including nuclear facilities, in what Iranian officials described as a
violation of international law and national sovereignty. The attacks resulted in casualties among scientists,
military personnel, and civilians.
Alimorad stressed that NPC remains on course to meet its strategic objectives for 2025 (Iranian year 1404),

with several key projects advancing as planned. “The company is fully committed to its roadmap and contin-
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ues executing programs with discipline,” he said.
Despite the recent hostilities, officials say the petrochemical sector’s robust preparedness and adherence to
defined contingency protocols allowed it to maintain momentum. The sector is a cornerstone of Iran’s non-oil
economy and a major source of hard currency revenue amid ongoing international sanctions.

Iran’s Renewable Energy and Ener-
gy Efficiency Organization (SATBA)
has reported significant progress in
the construction of 1,000 local solar
power plants, each with a capacity of
3.0 megawatts, as part of a nation-
wide effort to expand clean energy
infrastructure and enhance grid effi-
ciency.

According to Alireza Parandeh-Mot-
lag, SATBA's deputy for technical and
engineering affairs, 850 sites have
entered the implementation phase,
with preparations underway for the
remaining plants.

“These decentralized power plants,
built near consumption hotspots and
at the end points of the power grid,
play a crucial role in reducing energy
losses and voltage fluctuations,” he
said.

The initiative is one of the Ministry
of Energy’s flagship renewable ener-
gy development models, aiming to
reduce reliance on large-scale trans-
mission upgrades by generating elec-
tricity closer to where it is used. Land
for the solar plants has already been
identified, and key equipment — in-
cluding panels and structural compo-
nents — began arriving last month by
rail and sea.

The typical construction window for
each plant is estimated at four to

SATBA advances construction of 1,000
solar power plants to hoost grid stability

six months, and authorities hope to
complete the full project by the end
of 2025.

Parandeh-Motlag noted that 10 per-
cent of the required funding has been
secured so far, while the National
Development Fund of Iran (NDF) is
expected to provide the remaining
90 percent, based on government
approvals. He also acknowledged
logistical challenges such as customs
clearance, fuel provision, and local
disputes, but said these are being ac-
tively addressed through government
coordination.

“The government’s role in this project
is not to own or operate the plants,
but to facilitate investment and ensure
development of renewable energy
to address imbalances in the power
sector,” he said. Once operational, the
plants will be handed over to private
investors or industrial stakeholders,
a move expected to stimulate invest-
ment and improve long-term electric-
ity supply and demand equilibrium.
Interest from the private sector has
surged, Parandeh-Motlaq added. So
far, contracts totaling around 30,000
megawatts of renewable capacity —
ranging from 5.0 kilowatts to 1,000
megawatts — have been signed. This
demand is expected to rise further by
year-end.
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