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Israel’s covert
plans against Iran
in progress: report

Following its failure to create in-
ternal unrest or fragment Iran’s
territorial integrity during the
recent 12-day war, the Israeli
regime has moved to implement
three new psychological and po-
litical operations targeting the
Islamic Republic.

According to a report by Fars
News Agency citing reliable
sources, the Israeli regime has
issued new directives to its af-
filiated networks and operatives,
instructing them to shift focus
toward blaming the Islamic Re-
public—particularly the policies
of the Leader of the Islamic Rev-
olution—for the recent aggres-
sion against the country.

This propaganda line was quickly
adopted by foreign-based media
outlets such as Iran Internation-
al, and echoed by certain domes-
tic elements reportedly linked to
the network, functioning as am-
plifiers of Israeli narratives.

The second prong of the Zion-
ist regime’s agenda follows the
failure of the son of the deposed
Shah’s previous attempt to form
a so-called “government-in-ex-
ile.” Now, under a new label—
“Constituent Assembly in Ex-
ile”—Pahlavi is planning to stage
an event next month in a Europe-
an capital. According to informed
sources, the plan involves secret
invitations extended to a number
of anti-Iran terrorist groups, par-
ticularly Kurdish separatist fac-
tions, with the goal of fabricating
a symbolic assembly to under-
mine Iran’s political legitimacy.
The most alarming aspect of the
Israeli regime’s new strategy,
however, is the formation of a
political alliance between rem-
nants of the 2009 riots, monar-
chists, terrorists, and separatist
groups.

Sources confirm that this third
project is being coordinated by
Ardeshir Amir Arjomand, a long-
time MEK associate and former
advisor to one of the leaders of
the 2009 riots. The initiative,
launched in the wake of a contro-
versial statement by one of the
figures currently under house
arrest, revolves around drafting
a “referendum manifesto” to be
signed by a coalition of extremist
and anti-Iran individuals both in-
side and outside the country.
In the domestic sphere, individu-
als identified only as “Mostafa T.”
and “Abdollah M.” have report-
edly taken on the task of gather-
ing signatures from like-minded
figures. Outside the country, the
operation is being led by Reza
Alijani, another figure with a long
record of subversive activity.
Observers have noted the strik-
ing similarity between the con-
tent of the aforementioned man-
ifesto and the broader strategic
agenda pushed by the Zionist
regime. These include calls for a
so-called referendum, the forma-
tion of a constituent assembly,
and the establishment of a gov-
ernment-in-exile—all of which
are consistent with long-stand-
ing Israeli efforts to destabilize
Iran from within.

The Iran-Israel war began on
June 13 as the Zionist regime
launched illegal and unprovoked
attacks against Iran’s residential
buildings and nuclear and mili-
tary sites. The United States di-
rectly intervened after 10 days of
Iran’s relentless pounding of the
occupied territories, dropping
bombs on nuclear facilities Isra-
el had already targeted. Fighting
came to a halt on June 24, a day
after Iran hit the most important
American base in West Asia with
the use of missiles. The pause in
hostilities was proposed to Iran
by the U.S. through Qatar.

_www.esfahan-news.com

NIDC head elahorates on -year outlook of Iran's drilling industry

The managing director of the
National Iranian Drilling Compa-
ny (NIDC) explained the outlook
for the development of the drill-
ing industry in the country, and
said: “The most important glob-
al indicator in the field of drilling
is the reduction of unproductive
times; so, we have reduced this
indicator from 21 percent to
about 9.6 percent and set a goal
to reach below three percent.”
Mehran Makvandi said that in
the five-year outlook, the mod-
ernization of the onshore and
offshore drilling fleet, the de-
velopment of offshore drilling
in the Persian Gulf oil fields,
and the upgrading of technical
service equipment and their in-
tegration are priorities.
Regarding digital developments
in the company, he stated: “Dig-
italization of drilling processes,
from design and monitoring to
operation analysis and well data
management, is one of the main
axes of the company’s future
vision; this approach will lead
to reduced errors, faster deci-
sion-making, economic savings,
and greater safety.”

In addition to upgrading equip-
ment, strengthening coopera-
tion with scientific centers and
knowledge-based companies,
developing human resources,
and increasing competitiveness
in the international market are
also among the company’s stra-
tegic priorities in the 5-year out-
look, the official added.

The NIDGC managing director
has also referred to the com-
pany’s move towards domestic
production of the equipment,

Iran reaches
tech to produce
11,500 strategic
refinery equip-
ment items do-

mestically

and said: “One of the strategic
priorities of the National Iranian
Drilling Company is to increase
the share of domestic manufac-
turing.”

“In this regard, cooperation has
been developed with companies
such as Fajr Shiraz Complex,
which has experience in man-
ufacturing key components
of drilling rigs. The project to
build the third drilling rig in the
country with a savings of seven
million dollars is an example
of these measures”, Makvandi
added.

According to him, prioritization
is based on the operational
needs of the fields, the type of
projects, and domestic capacity,
although the lack of some tech-
nical infrastructure, the need
for technology transfer, and the
timely supply of quality parts
are some of the challenges on
the localization path. However,
the company is determined to
strengthen domestic manufac-
turing and reduce dependence.
Makvandi  further  referred
to the NIDC’s contracts with
knowledge-based  companies
and added: “Nine one-mega-
watt generator motors and four
drilling fluid purification centri-
fuges, which were previously
imported, will be manufactured
inside the country, and the first
samples will be delivered by the
end of the [current Iranian] year
(March 20, 2026).”

He also noted: “A specific
roadmap has been developed
for utilizing these technologies,
which includes continuous
cooperation with science and
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technology parks, universities,
knowledge-based companies,
and the formation of specialized
working groups to evaluate and
implement technologies in field
operations.”

The NIDC managing director has
also stated that purchasing 15
new drilling rigs for the oil and
gas industry is on the agenda.
Makvandi said that a plan to
purchase 15 onshore drilling
rigs with different capacities and
a value of over $800 million has
been prepared, which is being
implemented with the support
of the Ministry of Oil and the
National Iranian Qil Company
(N10C).

Pointing out that last year, the
company was able to drill, re-
pair, and complete 100 oil and
gas wells using 62 active drilling
rigs and the return of two more
rigs to operational lines, he add-
ed: “Of this number, 24 were
development and explanatory
wells and 76 were dedicated to
repair and completion opera-
tions.”

He attributed this success to
careful planning, interdepart-
mental coordination, increased
operational efficiency, and
strengthened integrated tech-
nical services, and noted: “This
performance is a significant leap
compared to previous years,
given the economic and sanc-
tions conditions.”

Makvandi stated that the reac-
tivation of idle rigs played an
effective role in this success,
adding: “Increasing productivi-
ty, reducing unproductive times,
and relying on domestic capac-

[ran’s heavy

crude price rises
4.2 In June:

ity are the main pillars of this
achievement.”

The managing director of the
NIDC  further  emphasized:
“These rigs are designed for
descriptive and exploratory pur-
poses and will be equipped with
the latest technologies. Special-
ized technical service equipment
including high-pressure pumps,
and well testing are also on the
purchase list.”

He continued: “The convergence
of this equipment with the cur-
rent fleet and the integrated
planning management of the
National Iranian Qil Company is
underway in the form of a joint
supervisory working group and
in coordination with the Ministry
of Qil.”

As previously announced by the
NIDC deputy managing director
for drilling operations, the com-
pany has completed the drilling
and development of 20 onshore
oil and gas wells during the first
two months of the current Irani-
an year (March 20 — May 21).
Hamidreza Shafiee Makvandi
said the wells included four de-
velopment and appraisal wells
and 16 workover or completion
wells.

Of the total wells drilled, 16 were
located in oilfields operated
by subsidiaries of the Nation-
al Iranian South Oil Company
(NISQOC), one in the Central
Iranian Qil Fields Company’s
operational area, one for the Pe-
troleum Engineering and Devel-
opment Company (PEDEC), one
for Pars Oil and Gas Company,
and one as part of a project
completed and handed over to
the client, he added.

Shafi'ee  Makvandi said total
drilling depth during the period
reached 21,773 meters, mark-
ing an increase of 1,619 meters
compared to the same period
last year.

He also noted that 12 drilling
rigs were relocated across oper-
ational zones during this period.
Also as announced by the NIDGC
managing director, National Ira-
nian Drilling Company complet-
ed the drilling and finalization of
100 oil and gas wells across on-
shore and offshore fields in the
past Iranian calendar year 1403
(ended on March 20).

Mehran Makvandi said the
company’s primary mission is
to provide drilling services and
specialized operations for oil
and gas producers, describ-

OPEC

ing drilling as “the front line of
production” and a vital step in
preserving and boosting output.
Of the 100 wells completed in
the past year, 24 were develop-
ment wells and 76 were work-
overs. A total of 74 wells—14
development and 60 workover
wells—were handed over to the
National Iranian South QOil Com-
pany (NISOC), he said.
Makvandi added that 11 wells
were drilled in fields managed
by the Central Qil Fields Com-
pany, three by the Iranian Off-
shore Qil Company, seven under
development projects run by
the Petroleum Engineering and
Development Company, and
five were completed on a project
basis.

He emphasized the strategic role
of the National Drilling Company
as one of the upstream arms of
the National Iranian Oil Compa-
ny, contributing to hydrocarbon
supply and helping reduce Iran’s
energy imbalance. A portion of
the company’s resources is cur-
rently allocated to drilling gas
wells, he said.

The total drilling footage reached
113,520 meters in 1403, up by
28,863 meters from the previ-
ous year, which Makvandi at-
tributed to a more than fivefold
increase in development well
drilling. During the same period,
the company carried out 4,538
technical service operations and
1,473 special service operations
across more than 20 specialized
service categories—marking a
significant rise compared to the

previous year.
Makvandi also noted that 17
drilling rigs were relocated

across operational zones. Of the
company’s 74 land and offshore
rigs, 64 are currently active in
10 provinces, engaged in devel-
opment, appraisal, exploration,
and repair-completion projects.
Looking ahead, Makvandi said
the company aims to accelerate
drilling operations and fulfill the
strategic plans issued by NIOC
in the Iranian year 1404 (starting
March 21, 2025). This includes
the continuation of equipment
modernization efforts that began
in 1403.

“With the strengthening of our
fleet, rig upgrades, and the
adoption of new technologies,
we expect to see a major leap
in productivity, reduced drilling
downtime, improved efficiency,
and increased revenue,” he said.

Iran has successfully localized the pro-
duction of more than 11,500 strategic
refinery equipment and components,
according to the managing director of
South Pars Gas Complex, a key player in
the country’s gas industry.

Speaking to IRIB, Gholamabbas Hosseini
said that over 120 Iranian firms—in-
cluding knowledge-based companies,
domestic manufacturers, and first-time
producers—have contributed to this
achievement under the company’s do-
mestic production initiative.

“South Pars is no longer just a gas
complex; it represents the reliance of
Iran’s industry on local expertise and
indigenous technology,” Hosseini said.
He added that for the current year, de-
tailed plans were made to manufacture
and supply over 160 key refinery items
domestically, with a significant portion

already completed.

Hosseini emphasized the pivotal role of
innovative and knowledge-based com-
panies, noting that Iran has recently
succeeded in designing and producing
advanced control systems that were
previously only imported from a limited
number of foreign suppliers.

He also highlighted ongoing joint projects
with universities and research centers to
advance refinery technologies, saying,
“Our path is clear—reliance on Iranian
know-how, support for innovation, and
reducing dependence on foreign sourc-
es.”

Hosseini said that through this strategic
focus on localization in recent years, the
South Pars Gas Complex has managed to
domestically source a substantial share
of critical and complex parts used in gas
refining, transmission, and operation.

The price of Iran’s heavy crude oil
climbed by $5.88, or 9.2 percent,
in June compared to May, reaching
$69.13 per barrel, according to OPEC’s
latest monthly report.

Citing figures from the OPEC Secre-
tariat, Shana reported that the collec-
tive crude oil output of the 12 OPEC
member states stood at 27.235 million
barrels per day (bpd) in June—up
220,000 bpd from the previous month.
Iran’s crude production fell by 62,000
bpd to 3.241 million bpd in June. De-
spite the drop, Iran retained its position
as OPEC’s third-largest producer after
Saudi Arabia and Irag. Iran’s average
daily oil output for 2024 stands at
3.257 million bpd, compared to 2.884
million bpd in 2023.

Saudi Arabia produced 9.356 million
bpd in June, followed by Iraq at 3.943

million bpd, with Iran ranking third at
3.241 million bpd.

OPEC+ countries, which include non-
OPEC allies, pumped 14.323 million
bpd in June, an increase of 129,000
bpd from May. Total crude oil pro-
duction from OPEC and its partners
reached 41.559 million bpd in June,
marking a 349,000 bpd increase com-
pared to May’s 41.210 million bpd.
Iran’s heavy crude averaged $63.25
per barrel in May, and its average price
for 2024 was $83.45. The OPEC Refer-
ence Basket price also rose in June to
$69.73 per barrel, a $6.11 or 9.6 per-
centincrease from the previous month.
OPEC’s June report also projected that
global oil demand will rise by 1.28 mil-
lion bpd in 2025, with total demand
reaching 105.13 million bpd for the
year.
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Blinken admits Iran
fulfilled its com-
mitments to JCPOA
prior to US with-
drawal

Former U.S. Secretary of State
Antony Blinken has acknowledged
that Iran was in full compliance
with the 2015 nuclear agreement
prior to the deal’s unilateral vio-
lation by the United States under
President Donald Trump during
his previous term.

He also admitted that military
options would not produce a sus-
tainable resolution to the nuclear
issue, calling instead for renewed
diplomacy.

Speaking on a podcast hosted by
CNN’s Christiane Amanpour on
Tuesday, Blinken claimed that be-
fore the latest round of Israeli ag-
gression, Iran had agreed to limit
its nuclear activities including ura-
nium enrichment in coordination
with European signatories.
Blinken confirmed that the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA) had been working ef-
fectively before Washington with-
drew. “Iran was honoring its com-
mitments under the deal—not
only confirmed by international
inspectors but also by our own
intelligence sources,” he said.
According to the deal, Iran was
permitted to enrich uranium to
3.67% using its own centrifuge
technology. Blinken noted that
Iran had respected these limits. He
warned, however, that if Iran were
to resume its nuclear program in
full, it could now develop capa-
bilities “in facilities buried deeper
than ever—far beyond conven-
tional targeting.”

Blinken stressed that the United
States cannot rely on force. “The
military option cannot deliver a
lasting result. What we need is
diplomacy that leads to a longer-
term, verifiable, and sustainable
agreement.”

He also admitted that Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu was
never in favor of the JCPOA, and
is unlikely to support any future
diplomatic initiative. At the same
time, Blinken recognized that
Iran’s nuclear program has be-
come a symbol of national pride,
resulting from decades of invest-
ment and technological develop-
ment.

Blinken’s comments follow the
12-day Iran-Israel conflict, which
began on June 13 after the Zion-
ist regime launched unprovoked
and unlawful strikes against Ira-
nian residential areas, military
bases, and nuclear facilities.
Iran responded with a sustained
campaign of precision retaliatory
attacks across the occupied terri-
tories. The United States entered
the conflict ten days later, target-
ing nuclear sites previously struck
by Israel. On June 24, a pause in
fighting was introduced after Iran
hit the most strategic American
base in West Asia with missiles.
The truce proposal was conveyed
to Tehran via Qatari mediation.
Despite ongoing provocations,
Iran remains committed to the
JCPOA and insists that its partial
suspension of obligations is a
direct response to repeated vio-
lations by the United States and
European parties.

In the wake of attacks on its nucle-
ar sites, Iran’s Parliament passed
legislation to suspend cooperation
with the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency (IAEA). Nevertheless,
Iranian officials have stated that as
amember of the Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT), Iran will continue its
interaction with the Agency—but
under a revised framework.
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Thermal pow-
er capacity in

Iran surpasses
77,000 MW

Iran’s thermal power gen-
eration capacity has ex-
ceeded 77,000 megawatts
following the addition of
new units to the national
electricity grid, according
to a statement released on
Tuesday by the Thermal
Power Plant Holding Com-
pany (TPPH).

To help ensure a stable
electricity supply during
this summer’s peak con-
sumption period, more
than 2,400 megawatts
have been added to the
country’s thermal genera-
tion capacity. Of this, 730
megawatts came from
lifting output restrictions
at 14 steam power plants,
while another 598 mega-
watts were gained by up-
grading gas-fired units.
As part of this summer’s
peak demand projects, Six
new gas units were syn-
chronized with the national
grid. These units are locat-
ed in the Sahand, Chador-
malu (Ardakan), Golgohar,
Rey, Al-Mahdi Aluminum,
and Khorramabad power
plants. Their integration
pushed the total capacity
of thermal power plants in
Iran beyond 77,000 mega-
watts.

Currently, 634 thermal
power generation units at
147 power plants are re-
sponsible for supplying the
majority of the country’s
electricity demand. Rough-
ly 69 percent of this capac-
ity is owned and operated
by the private sector.
Iran’s thermal power ca-
pacity now consists of
35,663 megawatts from
combined-cycle units,
25,539 megawatts from
gas turbines, and 15,830
megawatts from steam
power plants.

Iran sweep past
China in 2025
VNL Week 3

Iran swept past China in
straight sets (28-26, 25-
21, 25-17) on Thursday in
the 2025 Volleyball Nations
League (VNL) Week 3
Morteza Sharifi led Iran
with 15  points, while
Chuan scored 11 points for
China.

The seven best-ranked
national teams in each
gender at the end of the
Preliminary Phase and the
host country of the Finals
— Poland, for the women,
and China, for the men -,
will play single elimination
matches over five days to
determine the champions.
The host city of the VNL
2025 Men’s Finals will be
the Chinese city of Ning-
bo. Between July 30 and
August 3, matches will be
held at the Ningo Beilun
Sports and Art Center.
The participating teams in
the VNL 2025 Finals will
be confirmed over the next
two weeks, when the final
Preliminary Phase match-
es will be held.

The men compete in
Gdansk, Poland, Ljubljana,
Slovenia, and Chiba from
July 16-20.
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Persepolis com-

plete signing of
Marko Bakic

Montenegrin defender Marko Bakic
joined Persepolis football club of
Iran.

The 31-year-old midfielder, who
has most recently played for Greek
team OFI Crete, will have to pass his

Persepolis have signed Bakic on a
one-year deal for an undisclosed
fee.

Bakic started his playing career in
2010 in Montenegrin side Mogren
and has also played in Serie A

3 Teas to Help You Lose Weight
and Reduce belly Fat

Source:

Some teas, like green, black, peppermint,
and oolong, may support weight loss
thanks to antioxidants that boost me-
tabolism and aid digestion. People who
regularly drink hot tea might have lower
waist sizes and body mass index (BMI),
but other lifestyle habits also play a role.
1. Green Tea

Green tea is a rich source of catechins,
antioxidants that help break down fat in
the body.1 Studies show that consuming
green tea extract can boost metabolic rate
and the fat-burning process, particularly
belly fat.23 Green tea naturally contains
caffeine, which enhances metabolism and
the body’s use of fat as energy.45

2. Black Tea

Black tea contains polyphenols, plant
compounds that may be more effective at
preventing obesity than the ones found in
green tea.6 The tea undergoes a fermen-

tation process that boosts the levels of
flavonoids (another type of antioxidant)
that may contribute to weight loss and fat
burning by increasing metabolism.7
Additionally, black tea typically contains
more caffeine than other types of tea,
which can contribute to weight loss via
increased energy expenditure.8

3. Ginger Tea

Sipping ginger tea supports weight loss
by boosting the body’s metabolic rate and
increasing calories burned.9 What's more,
regularly consuming ginger supplements
can help lower overall body weight.10
Ginger also encourages healthy diges-
tion by supporting gastrointestinal (GI)
motility, the rate at which food passes
through your Gl tract.11 Drinking ginger
tea before or during mealtime may protect
against digestive issues like heartburn and
indigestion. Ginger supplements reduce

By:
symptoms of indigestion, such as:12
*Belching
*Bloating
*Nausea

eStomach pain

4. Hibiscus Tea

Plant compounds (anthocyanins)
found in hibiscus may limit the
amount of carbohydrates absorbed by
the body.13 This could reduce the num-
ber of calories consumed from sugary or
starch-filled foods.14

Research has found that taking hibiscus
extract helped decrease fat buildup in the
body. However, experts note high doses
of hibiscus are needed to see substantial
weight loss results.15

5. Peppermint Tea

The antioxidants and menthol in pep-
permint tea support digestive health by
relieving muscle spasms in the Gl tract,

medical examination.

N ——

easing stom-

ach pain, and improving digestion.16

Since peppermint can also reduce bloat-
ing, you may notice a temporarily flatter
belly after sipping on this tea, which could

teams Torino and Fiorentina.

4 e if
help motivate other weight management
habits.17
6. Oolong Tea
7. White Tea
8. Rooibos Tea

Iranian government is in the final stages of launching its long-anticipated inter-
national exchange, with several free trade zones expressing readiness to become
shareholders, according to Reza Masrour, Secretary of the Free Trade and Special
Economic Zones High Council.

Speaking after a meeting with Hojjatollah Seyyedi, head of Iran’s Securities and Ex-
change Organization (SEQ), Masrour said this was the fourth coordination session
on the international exchange project.

He noted that the shareholder structure—comprising both domestic and foreign
entities—will be finalized within the next two weeks.

“Preliminary arrangements have already been made with interested companies,” he

said. “Once the structure is finalized, it will be submitted for review to the Securities
and Exchange Organization and the Supreme Council of Free Zones.”

Several free zones have already expressed willingness to take equity stakes in the in-
ternational exchange. Masrour also announced that the exchange’s initial operations
will be based on the issuance of foreign currency-denominated sukuk bonds—a
tool intended to finance large-scale infrastructure and development projects.

The economic deputy of the council has been tasked with contacting companies
registered in free zones to explore their interest in participating. “Any eligible com-
pany based in a free zone will be allowed to join the exchange as a shareholder,”
Masrour said.

Refuted assumy-
tions n the
[2-day war

The blatant aggression by the Zionist re-
gime and the United States against Ira-
nian territory has triggered widespread
reactions from both expert and general
audiences within the international sys-
tem.

Part of these responses can be observed
in academic and university communities
in our country, the region, and the world.
The issue is clear: the recent aggression
not only contradicts the principles out-
lined in the UN Charter and the estab-
lished legal and ethical norms of global
coexistence, but also—since it occurred
during indirect nuclear negotiations be-
tween Iran and the United States in Mus-
cat—it is regarded as a blatant insult to
the domain of diplomacy.

In this regard, two essential points must
be considered:

First, in analyzing the 12-day war and
its broader context, we are confronted
with the invalidation of assumptions and
preconceived notions that the U.S. and
the Zionist regime have long held about
Iranian society. The lack of understand-
ing of the distinctive characteristics of
Iranians—particularly when faced with
an external threat—and the subsequent
strengthening of national unity and co-
hesion, is a critical flaw that is evident in
anti-Iranian calculations.

The effort to quantify and predict the re-

action of Iranian society when its territo-
ry is violated represents a fundamental
miscalculation on the part of the adver-
saries. This strategic and perceptual error
became the Achilles’ heel of the Zionist
regime during its recent attacks on Iran.
The truth is that the Iranian people re-
sponded in a manner rooted in their civ-
ilizational identity and innate values—re-
alities that were entirely misinterpreted in
the war rooms and among the architects
of the recent conflict.

Second, the developments following
October 7, 2023, and the subsequent
aggression by the U.S. and the Zionist re-
gime against Iran, were met with explicit
condemnation from academic commu-
nities around the world. There are few
academic institutions globally that have
welcomed these crimes or viewed them
as justifiable actions by Washington and
Tel Aviv.

From Harvard University in the U.S. to
major and minor universities across the
geographical and identity-based spec-
trum of the European Union and beyond,
there has been repeated opposition to
the coercive and inhumane actions of
the U.S. and the Zionist regime. Many of
these institutions have even borne sig-
nificant costs in confronting the official
policies of their respective governments.
This very fact enhances the credibility and

significance of the concept of “education-
al-academic diplomacy” for our beloved
country.

Establishing, solidifying, and sustaining
effective dialogues within this dynam-
ic context can play a vital role in uniting

the world’s intellectual communities
around the concept and goal of “resist-
ance against aggression and injustice.”
This critical potentia—which has so far
remained largely latent—must be trans-
formed into an active and operational
framework. The primary audience of ed-
ucational diplomacy includes scholars,
students, and researchers across the
contemporary world.

Senior analysts and strategists in the field
of international relations widely agree
that today, traditional state diplomacy (as
understood in the 20th century) has lost
much of its weight and effectiveness. In
contrast, public diplomacy and its sub-
sets—including educational diploma-
cy and synergy with foreign academic
communities—are increasingly valued,
particularly when grounded in ethical and
humanistic principles and when challeng-
ing existing power structures in interna-
tional institutions. This undeniable reality
must be explicitly factored into our stra-
tegic, medium-term, and short-term for-
eign policy planning, and an operational
roadmap should be devised to advance it.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry issued a
condemnation Tuesday of the Is-
raeli regime’s intensified military
assaults across southern Syria, de-
nouncing the latest airstrikes near
Damascus and Sweida as “con-
tinuous violations of international
law” designed to fracture Syrian
sovereignty and empower sectari-
an militias.

Ministry spokesman Esmail Baqgaei
warned that the Security Council’s
inaction has emboldened lIsrael’s
“barbaric murderers,” citing the
regime’s attacks on civilian infra-
structure and massacres in Gaza
as parallel crimes demanding glob-
al intervention.

Bagaei underscored that such
atrocities occur amid Israel’s on-
going occupation of Syria’s Golan
Heights, illegally annexed in 1981
in defiance of UN resolutions.

The Israeli regime has intensified
its attacks on Syria this week, tar-
geting the entrances of the Presi-
dential Palace and the General Staff
Command building of the Armed
Forces in Umayyad Square, Da-
mascus, along with coordinated
assaults near Sweida—a strategic
southern province inhabited by
Syria’s Druze minority.

These operations, framed by Is-
raeli War Minister Israel Katz as
“pre-emptive security measures,”
have displaced thousands and re-
portedly resulted in over a hundred
casualties, including civilians exe-
cuted in field operations by Israe-
li-backed factions.

Normalization shadows and Druze
as pawns

Critically, Tehran’s rebuke ex-
poses the hypocrisy of Syria’s
interim government, led by Abu
Mohammad al-Jolani (Ahmed al-
Sharaa)—a former U.S.-designat-
ed terrorist whose Hayat Tahrir
al-Sham (HTS) faction now spear-

[ran slams Israelt strikes on Svria as HTY
normalization efforts are put to question

heads Damascus’s covert normali-
zation talks with Tel Aviv.

Despite “condemning” recent Is-
raeli strikes and directing his vio-
lent henchmen to fight the Druze,
al-Jolani’s regime has engaged in
backchannel diplomacy, including
reported meetings with Tel Aviv’s
so-called National Security Coun-
cil head Tzachi Haneghi in the UAE
and Azerbaijan.

These negotiations, occurring af-
ter U.S. President Donald Trump’s
meeting with al-Jolani and the lift-
ing of sanctions on Syria, allegedly
aim to consolidate Israel’s domi-
nance in the country and absorb
Syria into the Abraham Accords—a
move seen by many as eroding Syr-
ian sovereignty, even as the regime
has been killing many Syrians.
“The terror regime in Syria must be
fought,” declared Israeli Diaspora
Affairs Minister Amichai Chikli, de-
manding al-Jolani’s assassination
even as HTS has been engaged
in covert diplomatic talks with Tel
Aviv.

Chikli’s rhetoric ironically under-
scores the moral bankruptcy of
al-Jolani’s collaboration with Israel,
which seeks to fragment Syria via
proxy militias.

Central to Israeli strategy, analysts
note, is the instrumentalization of
Syria’s Druze minority. The regime
has deployed troops deeper into
Syrian territory under the pretext
of “protecting” Druze communities
near Sweida—a move that can be
regarded as a thinly veiled occupa-
tion campaign.

This tactic mirrors Israel’s his-
torical use of sectarian proxies to
weaken the territorial integrity of
West Asian countries and even
balkanize them, with Druze leader
Muwaffaq Tarif’s plea for Israeli in-
tervention exposing the communi-
ty’s tragic manipulation.
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