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Nearly 600 mines revived in
one year, hitting record highEI

Parliament committee
approves bill to boost Iran’s
military capabilities
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Top economic council

approves incentives

for renewable energy
expansion

Iran’s Supreme Economic Coordination
Council, chaired by President Masoud
Pezeshkian, has approved new financial
incentives to support the private sec-
tor’s involvement in renewable energy
development, particularly the purchase,
production, and installation of solar
panels.

According to the government’s official
website, the council convened on Sat-
urday evening with Parliament Speaker
Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf and Ju-
diciary Chief Gholamhossein Mohseni
Ejei also in attendance.

The meeting focused on identifying and
addressing obstacles facing private in-
vestors in the solar energy sector.

In line with efforts to promote renew-
able energy and ease private sector
activity, the council agreed to allocate
special facilities and loans to support
this segment.

In addition, the council approved a pro-
posal to grant special powers to min-
isters and provincial governors during
emergencies, aiming to speed up deci-
sion-making and improve the efficiency
of executive management across the
country. The council also extended a
key Market Regulation Headquarters
directive through the end of the current
Iranian calendar year (March 2026), in
a move designed to maintain effective
market oversight and preserve eco-
nomic stability.

On Thursday (July 10), Energy Min-
ister Abbas Aliabadi unveiled a new
100-megawatt renewable energy pro-
ject and expressed hope that total in-
stalled capacity will exceed 3,000 meg-
awatts by the end of the current Iranian
year (March 2026).

_www.esfahan-news.com

‘Increasing share of domestic production, a strategic priority of NDU

The managing director of the Na-
tional Iranian Drilling Company
(NIDC) referred to the company’s
move towards domestic produc-
tion of the equipment, and said:
“One of the strategic priorities
of the National Iranian Drilling
Company is to increase the share
of domestic manufacturing.”

“In this regard, cooperation has
been developed with companies
such as Fajr Shiraz Complex,
which has experience in man-
ufacturing key components of
drilling rigs. The project to build
the third drilling rig in the country
with a savings of seven million
dollars is an example of these
measures”, Mehran Makvandi
added.

According to him, prioritization is
based on the operational needs

Reza Mahzunieh
Marzie Rabiei
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of the fields, the type of projects,
and domestic capacity, although
the lack of some technical infra-
structure, the need for technolo-
gy transfer, and the timely supply
of quality parts are some of the
challenges on the localization
path. However, the company is
determined to strengthen do-
mestic manufacturing and re-
duce dependence.

Makvandi further referred to the
NIDC’s contracts  with knowl-
edge-based companies and add-
ed: “Nine one-megawatt genera-
tor motors and four drilling fluid
purification  centrifuges, which
were previously imported, will be
manufactured inside the country,
and the first samples will be de-
livered by the end of the [current
Iranian] year (March 20, 2026).”

He also noted: “A specific
roadmap has been developed
for utilizing these technologies,
which  includes  continuous
cooperation with science and
technology parks, universities,
knowledge-based  companies,
and the formation of specialized
working groups to evaluate and
implement technologies in field
operations.”

The NIDC managing director has
also stated that purchasing 15
new drilling rigs for the oil and
gas industry is on the agenda.
Makvandi said that a plan to pur-
chase 15 onshore drilling rigs
with different capacities and a
value of over $800 million has
been prepared, which is being
implemented with the support
of the Ministry of Qil and the

National Iranian Oil Company
(N10C).

Pointing out that last year, the
company was able to drill, repair,
and complete 100 oil and gas
wells using 62 active drilling rigs
and the return of two more rigs
to operational lines, he added:
“Of this number, 24 were devel-
opment and explanatory wells
and 76 were dedicated to repair
and completion operations.”

He attributed this success to
careful  planning, interdepart-
mental coordination, increased
operational efficiency,  and
strengthened integrated tech-
nical services, and noted: “This
performance is a significant leap
compared to previous years, giv-
en the economic and sanctions
conditions.”

Makvandi stated that the reacti-
vation of idle rigs played an effec-
tive role in this success, adding:
“Increasing productivity, reduc-
ing unproductive times, and rely-
ing on domestic capacity are the
main pillars of this achievement.”
The managing director of the
NIDG  further ~ emphasized:
“These rigs are designed for
descriptive and exploratory pur-
poses and will be equipped with
the latest technologies. Special-
ized technical service equipment
including high-pressure pumps,
and well testing are also on the
purchase list.”

He continued: “The convergence
of this equipment with the cur-
rent fleet and the integrated plan-
ning management of the National
Iranian Oil Company is underway
in the form of a joint supervisory

working group and in coordina-
tion with the Ministry of Qil.”

As previously announced by the
NIDC deputy managing director
for drilling operations, the com-
pany has completed the drilling
and development of 20 onshore
oil and gas wells during the first
two months of the current Irani-
an year (March 20 — May 21).
Hamidreza Shafiee Makvandi
said the wells included four de-
velopment and appraisal wells
and 16 workover or completion
wells.

Of the total wells drilled, 16 were
located in oilfields operated by
subsidiaries of the National Irani-
an South QOil Company (NISOC),
one in the Central Iranian Oil
Fields Company’s operation-
al area, one for the Petroleum
Engineering and Development
Company (PEDEG), one for Pars
Oil and Gas Company, and one
as part of a project completed
and handed over to the client, he
added.

Shafiee Makvandi said total
drilling depth during the period
reached 21,773 meters, mark-
ing an increase of 1,619 meters
compared to the same period
last year.

He also noted that 12 drilling rigs
were relocated across operation-
al zones during this period.

Also as announced by the NIDC
managing director, National Ira-
nian Drilling Company complet-
ed the drilling and finalization of
100 oil and gas wells across on-
shore and offshore fields in the
past Iranian calendar year 1403
(ended on March 20).
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Nearly 600 mines
revived in one year,
hitting record high

Iran restored or expanded near-
ly 600 mines in the past Iranian
calendar year (ended late March
2025), marking the highest annual
performance since the launch of
the country’s small-scale mining
revitalization program, the head
of the Iranian Mines and Mining
Industries Development and Reno-
vation Organization (IMIDRO) said
on Sunday. Mohammad Aghajani,
who also serves as deputy minister
of industry, mining, and trade, said
a total of 594 small-scale mines
were revived, reactivated, or de-
veloped under the program in the
Iranian year 1403. The figure far
exceeded the government’s initial
target of 150 mines, representing
a 296 percent increase. Since the
launch of the revitalization initi-
ative in 2018, Iran has restored
or reactivated 2,373 small-scale
mines, according to IMIDRO data.
The program is a core component
of Iran’s strategy to strengthen
domestic mineral production and
expand value chains in mining.
The number of reactivated or de-
veloped mines in 1402 (March
2023-March 2024) stood at 493,
showing a 20 percent year-on-year
increase in 1403. Aghajani added
that 96 investment packages were
introduced in the past year as part
of the program, and five tender
winners were selected in February
to conduct feasibility studies aimed
at completing mineral value chains.
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Iran defeat Cook
Islands in FIBA
Women’s Asia
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No serious cri-
sis expected in
essential goods
supply amid war-
time conditions:
TPO official

Iran will likely avoid a major
crisis in supplying essential
goods even under emergency
conditions, said Amir Ros-
hanbakhsh, deputy for inter-
national business develop-
ment at the Trade Promotion
Organization of Iran (TPO),
citing measures taken during
a recent 12-day conflict.
Roshanbakhsh  said  that
shortly after the outbreak of
hostilities, TPO established a
crisis management task force
comprising key personnel to
maintain operational conti-
nuity.

Under a directive from the
provincial government, staff
worked remotely, in shifts, or
on rotational schedules. The
organization ensured remote
access to internal systems for
employees working from out-
side Tehran, while TPO dep-
uties maintained an on-site
presence to respond to public
and commercial inquiries, the
official underlined.

He added that the organiza-
tion has developed a wartime
contingency roadmap to
maintain trade services and
prevent disruptions in critical
supply chains.

tended by officials from the Ministry of Defense, the
General Staff of the Armed Forces, the Iranian Army,
and the Islamic Revolution Guard Corps (IRGC).

The bill, drafted by Tehran MP Ali Khezrian and backed
by 120 lawmakers, was passed in principle and has
now been referred to the committee’s Defense Sub-
committee for detailed review. According to Rezaei,
the bill includes one main article and three provisions,
though changes may still be made during further de-

Cup 2025 Divi-
sion B

Iran’s women’s basketball team de-
feated Cook Islands 82-32 in their
opening match of the FIBA Women’s
Asia Cup 2025 Division B on Sun-
day. Roxanna Barahman and Negin
Rasoulipour collected 20 points for
Iran, while Terai Sadler earned 13
points for Cook Islands.

Iran are scheduled to face Mongo-

lia and Thailand on Tuesday and
Wednesday, respectively.

Team Melli are one of the most mo-
tivated squads in Shenzhen. They've
already proven they can beat top-
tier Division B teams - now they just
need to go one step further.

The team that win the tournament
will earn a promotion to Division A.

Turkey: Good for
High Cholesterol?

Source:

Turkey is high in protein, and relatively low in calories, fat,
and cholesterol. But, some ingredients commonly used to
cook it add high levels of cholesterol, such as oil and butter.
Healthier options may taste just as great.

If you are watching your cholesterol levels, you know it is
important to look at the cholesterol content, as well as satu-
rated and trans fats, in the foods you consume. Turkey can
be an excellent choice if you’re looking to limit your saturat-
ed fats, but, of course, it’s all in how you prepare it.
Obviously, if you fry a turkey in high-fat oil, this will raise the
fat content of the meat. Whether or not it raises the saturated
or trans fat content is determined by the type of oil you fry
in. On the flip side, if you roast the meat and let the fat drip
into a separate pan, you can cut the level of fat in the turkey.
How Much Cholesterol Should | Have?

According to the American Heart AssociationTrusted Source
(AHA), a person’s daily cholesterol intake should not exceed
300 mg.

Have high cholesterol or an existing heart issue? In that

During the session, representatives from the Ministry
of Defense and armed forces institutions expressed
their views, and the Deputy Defense Minister under-
scored the need to secure sufficient defense funding.
He affirmed the ministry’s commitment to enhancing
defense resources with the support of the committee.
Rezaei, who represents Dashtestan in Parliament,
explained that under the proposed legislation, the
Plan and Budget Organization and the Ministry of Pe-

By:

case, the AHA says you should have no more than 200 mg
of cholesterol a day.

Dark vs. White Meat

Is white meat healthier than dark meat? Usually, doctors say
yes. But according to a 2012 study, taurine, a nutrient found
in dark meat, can lower the risk of coronary heart disease in
women with high cholesterol. Doctors say the nutrient also
may protect people from high blood pressure and diabetes.
In the study, women who had high cholesterol as well as
high taurine levels were 60 percent less likely to develop or
die from coronary heart disease than those women who had
low taurine levels.

In addition to the choice between white or dark meat, choos-
ing a healthier cut can help lower the meat’s fat content.
Look for lean or extra lean varieties of turkey. For example,
ground turkey will be marked with the fat in the meat on
the nutrition label, enabling you to make a more informed
purchase.

Parliament committee approves hill to boost Iran’s military capabilities

Iran’s Parliament National Security and Foreign Policy
Committee has approved the general framework of a
new bill aimed at strengthening the country’s armed
forces in the face of Israeli aggression.

Committee spokesperson Ebrahim Rezaei announced
the decision following a session on Sunday, July
14, where the bill titled “Strengthening the Military
Capabilities of the Armed Forces in Comprehensive
Confrontation with the Crimes and Aggression of the

defense budget (Persian calendar year 1404), specif-
ically for strengthening the armed forces. They must
also cover any outstanding defense-related budget
shortfalls from 2024.

In addition, the bill mandates the Plan and Budget Or-
ganization to fund all annual defense allocations ap-
proved by the Supreme National Security Council. The
Central Bank of Iran would also be tasked with provid-
ing financial facilities for urgent defense projects, us-

Zionist Regime” was reviewed. The meeting was at-  liberations. troleum would be required to fully allocate the 2025  ing both unblocked and available financial resources.
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