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veiled to train skilled
workers, address
labor market needs

Iran’s Ministry of Cooperatives, La-
bor, and Social Welfare has launched
anew strategy to train workers with-
in industrial enterprises and sup-
ply skilled labor tailored to market
demands, a senior official said on
Wednesday.

Seyed Javad Razavi, Deputy Minis-
ter for Management Development
and Resources, made the announce-
ment during a visit to a manufactur-
ing company in Varamin Gounty.
During the visit, he praised the dedi-
cation of Iran’s labor and production
sectors and conveyed greetings and
support from the labor minister to
workers and managers.

Razavi said industrial enterprises
can now utilize the capabilities of the
country’s technical and vocational
training centers to upskill their work-
force in line with operational needs.
“This initiative will enhance the em-
ployability of university graduates
and ensure a steady supply of skilled
labor for industrial units,” he added.
He emphasized the importance
of promoting unity and solidarity
across government bodies, particu-
larly within the Ministry of Cooper-
atives, Labor, and Social Welfare.
Razavi also noted that the ministry
has continued its administrative du-
ties without interruption, ensuring
uninterrupted delivery of public ser-
vices. During the one-day trip, Raza-
vi was accompanied by Varamin
Governor Abbasi, Tehran Province
Labor Director Behzad Sam Daliri,
and other local officials. They met
with staff of the Varamin labor office
and expressed appreciation for their
service to the public.

300 Defense Mimsters Convene m Qigdao Amud Rising Global Tenstons
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Against the backdrop of inten-
sifying global conflicts, defense
ministers from the ten member
states of the Shanghai Cooper-
ation Organization (SCO) con-
vened this week in China’s east-
ern city of Qingdao, reaffirming
their commitment to dialogue,
multilateralism, and regional
stability.

Hosted by Chinese Defense
Minister Dong Jun, the annual
SCO Defense Ministers’ Meet-
ing on June 26 emphasized
strategic coordination in the
face of growing international
uncertainty—particularly ~ as
tensions escalate in the Middle
East and Eastern Europe.

China, Iran reaffirm coopera-
tion amid crisis

During a bilateral meeting on
June 25, Chinese Defense

p ¥
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Minister Dong met with his
Iranian counterpart Aziz Na-
sirzadeh, who is in China to
attend the SCO gathering. Dong
reaffirmed China’s support for
Iran’s legitimate position and
criticized unilateralism and he-
gemonic behavior, calling them
major sources of global insta-
bility.

“In a world undergoing pro-
found changes, unilateralism,
protectionism, and power pol-
itics are eroding the interna-
tional order,” Dong said. “The
defense departments of SCO
member states must uphold
the SCO’s founding principles,
deepen practical cooperation,
and safeguard a peaceful envi-
ronment for development.”

In response, Minister Nasirza-
deh thanked China for its un-
derstanding and support in the
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face of the recent aggression.
“Iran has recently come under
attack, and we are grateful for
China’s just position. We hope
China will continue to play a
constructive role in preserving
the ceasefire and easing region-
al tensions,” he said. In a joint
statement released on June
23, the SCO expressed serious
concern over the recent escala-
tion in the Middle East, strongly
condemning the United States’
military strike on Iran’s nuclear
facilities, which the organiza-
tion said violated international
law, the UN Charter, and the
SCO Charter, particularly the
principle of non-use of force in
international relations.

“The attack on Iran’s sovereign-
ty and territorial integrity has
seriously undermined regional
and global peace and stabili-
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ty,” the statement read, calling
for the crisis to be resolved
through political and diplomatic
means.

Regional security and unity in
focus

The meeting also saw defense
chiefs from India and Pakistan
share the same table for the
first time since a military flare-
up in Kashmir last month. Bela-
rus and Iran, the SCO’s newest
full members, participated in
the event for the first time in
this capacity—highlighting the
organization’s growing breadth
and influence.

Dong welcomed all attendees
with a call for greater defense
coordination under the Global
Security Initiative proposed by
Chinese President Xi Jinping,
which  promotes common,

comprehensive,  cooperative,
and sustainable security.

SCO’s evolving role as a stabi-
lizing force

Xiao  Bin, Deputy Secre-
tary-General of the SCO Re-
search Center at the Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences,
described the SCO as a rare
example of a multilateral secu-
rity platform that emphasizes
non-alignment, non-confron-
tation, and consensus-based
cooperation.

“It plays a unique role in sta-
bilizing the regional landscape,
curbing destabilizing factors,
and promoting peaceful dia-
logue in times of conflict,” Xiao
said.

As the rotating chair, China
has overseen a year of active
defense diplomacy. According
to Senior Colonel Zhang Xiao-
gang, spokesperson for Chi-
na’s Ministry of National De-
fense, recent SCO events have
helped build trust and amplify
the organization’s collective
voice on global security.
“These meetings provided a
vital platform for dialogue and
consensus-building among all
member states,” Zhang not-
ed. The Qingdao meeting,
held in a city symbolic for
being where China first pro-
posed the “SCO Community
of Shared Destiny” in 2018,
delivered a timely reminder
of the group’s mission: to up-
hold peace, sovereignty, and
shared development in an in-
creasingly fragmented world.

Transport min-
ister urges inte-
gration of civil
defense in city
master plans

Iran’s Minister of Transport and
Urban Development Farzaneh
Sadegh has called for city mas-
ter plans to incorporate passive
defense principles, including
revised construction stand-
ards for high-rise buildings to
ensure greater public safety.
Speaking at the sixth session of
Iran’s Supreme Council of Ur-
ban Planning and Architecture
this year, which focused on the
Astara master plan, urban de-
velopment in Gonbad-e Kavus,
and the proposed addition of
military training grounds to the
city limits of Gorgan under the
National Housing Movement,
Sadegh emphasized the height-
ened need for urban resilience.
“On the eleventh day of all-out
war with the enemy, it's evi-
dent that Israel’s calculations
have collapsed in the face of
public solidarity,” said Sadegh,
who chairs the council. “They
believed they could sway the
people, but they have failed—
and this failure increases the
weight of our responsibilities
as officials.” Sadegh urged
council members and technical
committees to ensure popu-
lation centers are not located
near high-risk facilities and to
prioritize passive defense crite-
ria in all comprehensive plans.
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ISFAHAN NEWS

Iran’s banking
system remained
stable despite
cyberattacks during
recent conflict

Central Bank of Iran (CBI) Gover-
nor Mohammad Reza Farzin said
the country’s banking network re-
mained stable despite intensified
cyberattacks during the recent
12-day conflict triggered by Is-
raeli and U.S. aggression, adding
that the enemy aimed to incite
panic and alter public economic
behavior. Speaking in a televised
interview on Tuesday, Farzin con-
gratulated the Iranian people, the
armed forces, and the Leader of
the Islamic Revolution Seyyed Ali
Khamenei on what he described
as a national victory over Israel
and the United States. He thanked
banking sector employees for
maintaining the continuity of fi-
nancial operations during the cri-
sis. Farzin emphasized that Iran
has been engaged in an econom-
ic war for years, marked by inter-
national sanctions and persistent
psychological warfare aimed at
undermining the country’s econ-
omy. “The recent physical assault
by the U.S. and the Zionist regime
added a new layer to this ongo-
ing economic war,” he said. He
noted that Iran’s banking system
has long endured sanctions and
cyberattacks, calling the recent
developments a continuation of
the same economic battle, now
combined with a military dimen-
sion and intensified psychological
pressure.

Saturday - June 28, 2025

Tran’s surrende
A claim far too big for
LY. president to utter

In a video message published two days
after fighting between Iran and Israel
halted, Leader of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei thanked
God, the Armed Forces, and the Iranian
people for humbling both the Zionist
regime and the U.S. government during
the 12-day war that began on June 13
with Israeli airstrikes on Iran’s soil.
Below is the full text if his remarks:

First, | woul like to honor the memory of
the precious martyrs of recent events.
The martyred commanders, the mar-
tyred scientists—who were truly invalu-
able to the Islamic Republic and served
it—today, God willing, receive the re-
ward for their outstanding services in the
presence of the Almighty.

| find it necessary to congratulate the
great nation of Iran—several congratu-
lations are in order:

First, congratulations on the victory
over the Zionist regime. Despite all their
clamor and claims, the Zionist regime
was nearly brought to its knees and
crushed under the blows of the Islamic
Republic. The thought that such strikes
could be delivered by the Islamic Repub-
lic never even crossed their minds—yet
it happened. We thank God, who aided
our armed forces, enabling them to
penetrate their advanced multi-layered
defense and level many of their urban

plants to

and military areas
under the force of
our missiles and the
strong assault of our
advanced weaponry.
This is one of the
greatest divine bless-
ings. It demonstrates
that the Zionist re-
gime must know that
aggression  against
the Islamic Republic
of Iran comes at a
cost—a heavy cost
forthem. And, praise
God, this happened.
The credit belongs
to our armed forc-
es and our dear
people, who raised,
trained, and sup-

ported these forc-

es, strengthening

their hands to carry

out such a great

task.

Second, congrat-

ulations  on = the

victory of our be-

loved Iran over the

American regime.

The American re-

gime entered the

Central |ran The central Iranian province of Markazi

adds 500

has significantly expanded its solar power
A infrastructure, with 500 small-scale solar
IJpOﬂI\Ie power plants connected to the national

grid, a senior energy official announced.
ar pOWEf According to IRIB, Mahmoud Mahmoudi,
. head of the Markazi Province Power Dis-
national tibution Company, said 370 five-kilowatt
g"d supportive solar units were connected to

war—direct  hilated. They entered the war to save it,
warfare—  yet they gained nothing from this war.
because they  They attacked our nuclear facilities—
felt that if they  which, of course, warrants independent
did not intervene,  legal pursuit in an international court—
the Zionist re-  but they failed to achieve anything sig-
gime would nificant. The U.S. president exaggerated
be com-  in describing what had happened, re-
pletely  vealing that he needed this exaggeration.
a n-  Anyone listening to those words under-
ni-  stood that beneath their surface lay an-
other truth. They could not accomplish
anything; they failed to achieve their
goal. They exaggerate to conceal and
suppress the truth. Here, too, the Islamic
Republic emerged victorious, and in re-
sponse, delivered a hard slap to Amer-
ica’s face. We struck one of America’s
most important bases in the region,
Al-Udeid, inflicting damage. Those
who had exaggerated in the
previous incident now tried to
downplay this one, claiming
nothing had happened—
when, in fact, something
major had occurred. The
fact that the Islamic Re-
public can access and act
against key American centers
in the region whenever it deems
necessary is no small event—it
is a significant one. And in the
future, this can be repeated.
Should any aggression occur,
the cost for the enemy—for
the aggressor—will undoubt-
edly be high.
Third, congratulations on the ex-
traordinary unity and solidarity of
the Iranian nation. Praise God, a na-
tion of around 90 million people stood
together as one, shoulder to shoulder,
without any differences in their de-
mands or expressed goals. They stood
firm, chanted, spoke out, and supported
the actions of the armed forces—and
this will continue. The Iranian nation
demonstrated its magnanimity, its

the grid in 2024, rising to 870 units in 2025.
The solar projects were developed in col-
laboration with the Imam Khomeini Relief
Committee, the Welfare Organization, and
the Basij Construction Organization. Under
current plans, a total of 4.0 megawatts of
supportive solar capacity is expected to be
installed across the province by the end of
the current Iranian year (March 2026).

outstanding and distinguished character
in this matter. It showed that when nec-
essary, this nation will speak with one
voice—and, praise God, this happened.

A fundamental point | wish to emphasize
is this: The U.S. president, in one of his
statements, said, “Iran must surrender.”
Surrender. It is no longer about enrich-
ment, nor about the nuclear industry—it
is about Iran’s surrender. Of course, such
words are far too big for the mouth of
the U.S. president. Iran, with its gran-
deur, its history, its culture, its unbreak-
able national resolve—the very notion of
surrender for such a country is a joke to
those who know the Iranian people. But
his statement revealed a truth: From the
very beginning of the Revolution, the
Americans have been in conflict with Is-
lamic Iran, grappling with it. Each time,
they have a new excuse—sometimes
human rights, sometimes defending
democracy, sometimes women’s rights,
sometimes enrichment, sometimes the
nuclear issue itself, sometimes missile
development. They bring various pre-
texts, but the core of the matter is one
thing and one thing only: Iran’s sur-
render. Previous [U.S. officials] did not
say this outright because it is unaccept-
able—no rational logic accepts telling a
nation, “Come and surrender.” So they
hid it under other labels. This man ex-
posed it; he revealed that truth, making
it clear that the Americans will accept
nothing less than Iran’s surrender. This is
a crucial point. The Iranian people must
know: this is the nature of the confronta-
tion with America. This is the great insult
the Americans have directed at the Irani-
an nation—and such a thing will never
happen. It will never happen.

The Iranian nation is a great nation. Iran
is a strong and vast country. Iran pos-
sesses an ancient civilization. Our cultur-
al and civilizational wealth is hundreds of
times greater than that of America and
its like.
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