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Iran hails SCO co-

op bank proposal
as key step toward
de-dollarization

Iran’s ambassador to Russia
said the country’s proposal
to establish a joint bank for
Shanghai Cooperation Organi-
zation (SCO) members marks a
significant step toward de-dol-
larization and a shift toward a
multipolar world order.
Kazem Jalali told IRNA on
Thursday that the initiative,
presented during a meeting of
SCO central bank governors in
Beijing, would benefit both the
governments and peoples of
member states by coordinating
monetary and economic poli-
cies.

Jalali described the growing
use of national currencies or
alternatives to the US dollar in
trade among SCO countries as
an effective tool in reducing
dollar dominance in the global
economy.

He also noted that the creation
of a common market among
SCO members would help ex-
pand trade within the bloc and
serve their shared interests.
Calling the SCO a key player
in global affairs, Jalali said the
recent central bank governors’
meeting in Beijing showed the
group is transitioning from
symbolic declarations to prac-
tical steps aimed at enhancing
economic  cooperation.

He emphasized that the SCO
is at a critical point in its de-
velopment, with the challenge
of balancing relationships with
both the United States and the
European Union—relationships
characterized by a mix of coop-
eration and competition.
Jalali said the bloc’s ability to
align the interests of major pow-
ers like China, Russia, and India
is now more crucial than ever.
The Iranian diplomat acknowl-
edged past criticism that the
SCO had been limited to issu-
ing symbolic statements, but
argued that the Beijing meeting
signaled the group’s growing
ambition to function more like
ASEAN or the European Union
in terms of economic coopera-
tion.

He stressed that SCO members
share common interests due to
their vast geographic reach and
collective opposition to West-
ern monopolies. As the global
power balance shifts, he said,
the bloc is well-positioned to
expand its influence across Eur-
asia and the world.

Jalali also highlighted the im-
portance of expanding trade
through bilateral and multilat-
eral consultations and called
for stronger digital connectivity
among national economies.
He said deeper cooperation in
transportation and transit infra-
structure could unlock the full
potential of the organization’s
member states.

Referring to Iran’s SCO engage-
ment, Jalali noted that Tehran
first joined the bloc as an ob-
server in 2005 and became a
full member in July 2023. He
said the organization plays an
important role in Iran’s regional
diplomacy.

The Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganization is an intergovern-
mental body founded in 2001
by China, Russia, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and Uz-
bekistan. It aims to promote
cooperation, peace, and the cre-
ation of a more democratic and
equitable international political
and economic order.

Current SCO members include
Iran, Russia, China, India, Ka-
zakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan,
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, and Be-
larus.

Iran’s Mazandaran province opens

-
Iran’s northern
Mazandaran province

opened a trade center in
Uzbekistan’s capital city
Tashkent.

The inauguration ceremo-
ny of the center, which is
located in Food City area
in Tashkent, was par-
ticipated by the Iranian
Ambassador to Uzbek-
istan Mohammad-Ali
Eskandari, as well as Ab-
dollah Mohajeri, a board
member of Iran Chamber
of Commerce, Industries,
Mines and Agriculture
(ICCIMA), and Ali Ta-
gipour, the head of the
Chamber of Commerce
of Sari city, the center of
Mazandaran.

Addressing the inaugural
ceremony, the Iranian
ambassador to Tashkent
stated: “The Mazandaran
province trade center in
Tashkent will help further
develop economic and
trade relations between
Iran and Uzbekistan. The
merchants of this prov-
ince can offer good and
quality Iranian goods to
the Uzbek market at a
cheaper price.”

Abdollah Mohajer, for his
part, said: “Uzbekistan is
an important country for
Iran. The opening of this
trade center in Tashkent
will be beneficial for both
countries.”

Back in early February,
the head of the Iran-Uz-
bekistan Joint Chamber
of Commerce had an-
nounced the establish-
ment of a permanent
sales office for Iranian
food industry products
in Tashkent, Uzbekistan,
while citing FATF-related
restrictions as the biggest
obstacle to trade between
the two countries.
According to the lIran
Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines, and
Agriculture (ICCIMA),
Mousa Aghaei said that
the sales office was
launched in cooperation
with  the Mazandaran
Chamber of Commerce
and the Iran-Uzbekistan
Joint Chamber.

He noted that the initia-
tive would significantly
enhance bilateral cooper-
ation.

Aghaei stated that the
current $500 million trade
volume between Iran and
Uzbekistan is unsatisfac-
tory.

He emphasized that
while Uzbek citizens and
government officials are
eager to collaborate with
Iranian businesses, chal-

-

lenges such as FATF-re-
lated restrictions, trans-
portation issues, and high
tariffs have hindered trade
expansion.

During an Iran-Uzbek-
istan Business Forum,
held concurrently with
the Iran-Uzbekistan Joint
Economic Committee
meeting at  Tehran’s
Sa’dabad Palace, in mid-
May, the head of Iran
Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and Ag-
riculture (ICCIMA) Samad
Hassanzadeh,  stressed
the need to raise bilateral
trade to $1.0 billion and
called on Uzbekistan to
waive visa requirements
for Iranian nationals to
facilitate travel and busi-
ness.

Hassanzadeh described
the event as a meaningful
step toward strengthen-
ing ties, noting that the
past year witnessed close
and serious coopera-
tion between public and
private sectors of both
countries.

He highlighted the cultur-
al affinity and historical
friendship between the
two nations and called for
swift implementation of
a visa waiver, improved
flight connectivity, and
reduced airfare.

Referring to Iran’s ad-
vancements despite
sanctions—especially in
machinery  production,
food processing, and
construction materials—
Hassanzadeh said these
achievements  present
unique opportunities for
Uzbekistan.

He emphasized the stra-
tegic importance of Iran’s
geographical location
through its North-South
and East-West transit
corridors and invited Uz-
bek investors to partici-
pate in the International
North-South Transit Cor-
ridor (INSTC) and Makran
coastal development pro-
jects.

Hassanzadeh also called
for expanded cooperation
in transport infrastructure
and logistics, suggesting
the formation of a joint
committee to pursue these
goals. He highlighted
Iran’s readiness to export
technical and engineering
services and collaborate
on Uzbekistan's major in-
frastructure projects.

He further noted that
significant progress
had been made in talks
over a preferential trade
agreement between the
two countries, express-

ing hope that the accord
would soon be imple-
mented to remove dis-
criminatory tariffs and
boost trade.

Finally, Hassanzadeh
stressed the importance
of removing financial bar-
riers and banking restric-
tions through stronger
collaboration  between
the private sectors. He
encouraged joint invest-
ment in industrial ven-
tures and the organization
of regular trade missions,
exhibitions, and seminars
to help realize the full po-
tential of bilateral ties.
Senior officials from Iran
and  Uzbekistan  con-
vened in Tehran for the
16th session of the two
countries’ Joint Econom-
ic Committee, aiming to
expand bilateral ties and
boost trade to $2 billion
annually.

Iran’s Minister of Indus-
try, Mining and Trade Mo-
hammad Atabak opened
the meeting by acknow!-
edging that the current
trade volume between the
two countries falls short
of their true potential.

He called for a “funda-
mental  transformation”
and proposed drafting
a practical roadmap to
achieve the $2.0 bhillion
trade target.

Atabak emphasized the
need to enhance transport
and transit infrastructure,
noting Iran’s strategic lo-
cation as a key corridor
connecting Uzbekistan to
international waters.

He also stressed the im-
portance of improving
banking ties, establishing
direct flights, reducing
customs ftariffs, and de-
veloping tools to support
economic relations.
Beyond trade, the com-
mittee also  discussed
cooperation in tourism,
science, culture, and
healthcare.

Atabak pointed to the
countries’ deep cultural
ties and expressed Iran’s
readiness to play a great-
er role in tourism, stating
that the meeting serves
as a platform for compre-
hensive collaboration.

He voiced hope that op-
erational planning would
lead to a “significant leap”
in bilateral relations.

In response, Uzbekistan’s
minister  of industry
highlighted the favorable
conditions for expanding
trade between Tehran and
Tashkent.

He said the two sides had
signed a list of preferen-

tial trade goods, calling it
a “practical step” toward
boosting commercial ex-
change.

He also announced the
official opening of Uzbeki-
stan’s Trade House in Teh-
ran, which he said would
facilitate trade. The num-
ber of joint Iranian-Uzbek
companies has grown
2.5 times in the past
five years, reaching 261.
These companies are
active in sectors such as
construction, petrochem-
icals, food, agriculture,
and building materials.
The Uzbek minister con-
cluded by reaffirming his
country’s  commitment
to broadening economic
and trade cooperation
with Iran across multiple
sectors.

Addressing the same
forum,  Uzbek  Prime
Minister Abdulla Aripov
announced that Iranian
investors  operating in
Uzbekistan will be exempt
from taxes and customs
duties, as he highlighted
the presence of over 210
joint Iranian-Uzbek facto-
ries currently operating in
the country.

Aripov emphasized the
importance  of  closer
economic  cooperation
between the two nations,
citing strong cultural and
historical ties and the
evolving global landscape
as key drivers for deeper
engagement.

He said forums like this
help both sides identify
investment  opportuni-
ties and expand areas of
cooperation, adding that
entrepreneurship and
private sector collabora-
tion are vital to advanc-
ing shared industrial and
technological goals.
Although trade between
Iran and Uzbekistan has
reached a relatively stable
level, Aripov noted that
the current $500 million
annual trade volume
does not reflect the full
potential of bilateral ties.
He projected that Uzbek-
istan’s GDP will grow to
$160 billion within five
years and pointed to the
$70 billion in foreign in-
vestment attracted last
year as evidence of a se-
cure investment climate.
Aripov underscored the
government’s  commit-
ment to promoting a
free-market ~ economy,
enhancing production in-
centives, and expanding
foreign trade.

He said Uzbekistan ex-
ported over $2.5 billion in

trade center m Tas

agricultural food products
last year and has prefer-
ential or free trade agree-
ments with many coun-
tries, offering significant
opportunities for Iranian
businesses.

“We assure lranian eco-
nomic actors that if they
invest in our industrial
zones, they will be exempt
from taxes and customs
duties. The government
will also provide neces-

Addressing
the inaugural

ceremony,
the Iranian

ambassador
to Tashkent
stated:“The
Mazandaran
province

trade center
in Tashkent

will help

further develop
economic and

trade relations
between Iran
and Uzbekistan.
The merchants of

this province can
offer good and
quality Iranian
goods to the
Uzbhek market

at a cheaper
price.”

sary infrastructure and
guarantee the repatriation
of profits,” he said.

On April 23, Iranian in-
dustry, mining and trade
minister said that the
cooperation between the
private sectors of Iran and
Uzbekistan will continue
at an accelerated pace.
Mohammad Atabak made
the remarks in a meeting,
at the place of the minis-
try in Tehran, with an Uz-
bek trade delegation led
by the head of Chamber
of Commerce and Indus-
try of Uzbekistan (CCI).
During the meeting, the
minister emphasized that
the perspectives of the
private sectors and en-
trepreneurs of both coun-
tries are being reviewed in
expert working groups.
He added that several
agreed-upon goods with
Uzbekistan have been
supplied and dispatched
by Iran.

The minister further stat-
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hkent

ed that these exchanges
and interactions at the
level of the private sec-
tor in both countries will
continue at an accelerated
pace. The economic and
production capacities of
Iran and Uzbekistan ful-
ly enable increasing the
current level of trade ex-
changes between the two
nations to higher levels.
Also, in a meeting with Uz-
bekistan’s Deputy Minister
of Industry, Trade and In-
vestment Shokhrukh Gu-
lamov, at the place of Iran
Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and
Agriculture  (ICCIMA) in
Tehran on April 20, ICCI-
MA Head Samad Hassan-
zadeh said his country’s
private sector is ready to
pursue joint investments
in Uzbekistan and called
on Tashkent to implement
a reciprocal visa waiver
to ease travel and boost
tourism bet ween the two
countries.

He said that the mutual
visa exemption would
facilitate travel for busi-
nesspeople and citizens
while supporting the de-
velopment of tourism.
Hassanzadeh further
stated that the upcoming
preferential trade agree-
ment between Iran and
Uzbekistan, expected to
be signed next month
during the joint econom-
ic committee meeting,
could raise the level of bi-
lateral trade cooperation.
He added that the current
trade volume—nearly
$500 million—does not re-
flect the true potential of the
two countries. “The Iranian
Chamber, as the represent-
ative of the private sector, is
ready to take all necessary
steps to boost trade vol-
ume,” he said.

He emphasized that Iran’s
government and private
sector are committed to
expanding relations with
all countries, particularly
neighbors.  “Historical,
religious, and cultural
ties can pave the way for
broader economic, cultur-
al, and academic cooper-
ation,” he said.
Hassanzadeh welcomed
Uzbekistan’s move to
scrap a $400 transit fee
for trucks, calling it a pos-
itive step for expanding
cooperation along the In-
ternational North-South
Transit Corridor (INSTC).
The ICCIMA head fur-
ther reiterated the call
for Uzbekistan to lift visa
requirements for Iranian
citizens, noting this would
particularly support col-
laboration in  medical
tourism, healthcare ser-
vices, and pharmaceutical
production, where Iran
has strong capacities.
Highlighting  investment
interests, he said Iran’s
private sector is espe-
cially keen to invest in
Uzbekistan’s textile and
garment industries. “As
the private sector’s rep-
resentative, the Iranian
Chamber seeks the nec-
essary support for these
investments,” he said.
Hassanzadeh concluded
by expressing hope that
closer cooperation be-
tween the two chambers
of commerce would push
bilateral trade volume to
$1.0 billion.

Iran shares ur-
ban regeneration
strategies with
Malaysia

Iran has shared its urban regen-
eration initiatives with Malay-
sia’s Minister of Housing and
Local Government during the
second session of the United
Nations Habitat Assembly, at-
tended by high-level represent-
atives from across the globe.
According to the Urban Regen-
eration Corporation of [RAN
(URCI), on the sidelines of the
assembly held at the UN-Hab-
itat headquarters in Nairobi,
Iran’s Deputy Transport and
Urban Development Minister
and Head of the URCI Abdol-
reza Golpayegani, met with
Malaysia’s Minister of Housing
and Local Government Nga Kor
Ming.

The UN-Habitat Assembly con-
vened over 1,200 delegates, in-
cluding 42 ministers, 14 deputy
ministers, mayors, governors,
NGO representatives, and re-
gional groups, to address some
of the world’s most pressing
urban challenges.

At the bilateral meeting, Min-
ister Nga highlighted the sig-
nificance of this year for Ma-
laysia, which currently chairs
the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN). He
also thanked Iran for its sup-
port of Malaysia’s bid to lead
the UN-Habitat Assembly from
2025 to 2027 and called for
continued guidance, stronger
cooperation, and the exchange
of best practices.

Nga also invited Iran to take
part in the 7th Asia-Pacific Min-
isterial Conference on Housing
and Urban Development (APM-
CHUD), scheduled to be held in
Malaysia later this year, urging
Iran to participate actively in
shaping the event’s success.
Golpayegani conveyed greet-
ings from Iran’s Transport and
Urban Development  Minis-
ter and outlined Iran’s recent
efforts to provide land and
build affordable housing for
low-income groups. He also
presented the government’s
ongoing plans to expand such
programs.

He briefed the Malaysian del-
egation on Iran’s strategies
for improving informal settle-
ments, dilapidated urban cores,
and historic neighborhoods.
He described the role of the
Urban Regeneration Company
in enhancing the quality of life
in these areas through targeted
programs.

Golpayegani also shared Iran’s
initiatives under the National Ur-
ban Regeneration Headquarters
to remove legal and administra-
tive barriers, and to accelerate
revitalization, empowerment,
and renewal processes in ne-
glected urban zones.

He invited the Malaysian minis-
ter to visit Iran and observe its
housing and urban regenera-
tion projects firsthand, empha-
sizing the importance of knowl-
edge exchange—particularly in
areas related to climate adapta-
tion and risk mitigation.
Golpayegani concluded by re-
affirming Iran’s readiness to
support Malaysia in organiz-
ing the upcoming ministerial
conference and underlined the
importance of revitalizing APM-
CHUD’s expert working groups.
He stressed Iran’s commitment
to reactivating the group fo-
cused on participatory upgrad-
ing of urban slums.
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Trump issues
sweeping travel
ban targeting 19

countries, includ-
ing Iran

In a move widely seen as part of
a broader anti-immigration agen-
da, U.S. President Donald Trump
has signed a sweeping executive
order imposing a complete travel
ban on nationals from 12 coun-
triess—including Iran—and intro-
ducing partial entry restrictions
on citizens from seven others.
The announcement, made by the
White House late Wednesday,
marks a dramatic escalation in
Trump’s second-term immigra-
tion crackdown. The directive will
take effect on June 9, 2025.
Among those facing a full ban
on entry to the United States are
nationals from Iran, Afghanistan,
Libya, Yemen, Sudan, Somalia,
Myanmar, Congo, Chad, Equa-
torial Guinea, Eritrea, and Haiti.
In addition, individuals from Bu-
rundi, Cuba, Laos, Sierra Leone,
Togo, Turkmenistan, and Vene-
zuela will face varying levels of
restrictions.

Justifying the controversial or-
der, Trump cited what he called
the need to prevent the entry
of individuals “who wish to do
us harm,” referencing a recent
incident at a pro-Israel rally in
Colorado. He claimed the event
demonstrated the  “dangers
posed by inadequately vetted
foreign nationals” and warned
against what he termed the
“open migration crisis” affecting
parts of Europe.

“We cannot allow what’s happen-
ing in Europe to happen here,”
Trump said in a video posted to
social media platform X. “Very
simply, we cannot have open mi-
gration from any country where
we cannot safely and reliably vet
and screen those who seek to
enter the United States.”
Critics, however, have de-
nounced the move as discrimi-
natory and politically motivated,
pointing out that many of the
targeted countries are either
Muslim-majority or have long
opposed U.S. foreign policies.
Iran has consistently condemned
such blanket policies, which it
views as violating internation-
al norms and targeting nations
based on political disagreements
or religious identity.

The new measure follows earli-
er executive actions in January
mandating heightened security
screenings for all foreign nation-
als seeking U.S. visas. In March,
Reuters reported that Wash-
ington was reviewing additional
country-specific  restrictions,
many of which are now formal-
ized in the latest order.

Sunday - June 08, 2025

Iran runners-up the Philippines 4-2 in the 2025

- [IHF Women’s Asia Cup on Fri-

in 2025 IIHF day and finished in second
L} = place.

Women’s Asia Iran had defeated the UAE 4-1, In-

Cup

Iran’s women’s hockey lost to

dia 5-1, Kyrgyzstan 6-0, and Ma-

laysia 6-0 in the tournament.

The Iranian team participated in

the event with youth team.

The 2025 [IHF Women’s Asia Cup
is an international women’s ice
hockey tournament organized by
the International Ice Hockey Fed-
eration (IIHF).

The tournament was held in Al
Ain, United Arab Emirates from
May 31 to June 6.

Benefits of a Sea Salt Bath

Source:

By:

If your nightly baths are in need of a
makeover, you may want to add a touch
of salt to change things up.

Sea salt baths are known for their thera-
peutic and healing properties, as well as
their ability to ease stress and boost your
overall health.

But before you turn on the faucet and
jump in, take note of these expert tips on:
* types of sea salt

* benefits

e precautions

* steps to taking a sea salt bath

What is sea salt?

Sea salt is a type of salt that comes from
the evaporation of seawater. The taste,
texture, and processing are what makes
sea salt different from table salt.

Sea saltis typically not processed or min-
imally processed since it comes directly
through the evaporation of seawater, ac-

Iran has increased its daily crude oil
refining capacity to 2.4 million barrels,
with the Abadan refinery contributing
the largest share to the rise, according
to a senior official at the National Iranian
Oil Refining and Distribution Company
(NIORDC).

Mohammad Ali Dadvar, deputy manag-
ing director of NIORDC, said the coun-
try’s refining capacity has grown by
160,000 barrels per day since the start
of President Masoud Pezeshkian’s ad-
ministration, up from about 2.24 million

cording to the American Heart Associa-
tionTrusted Source.

Because of minimal processing, sea salt
has various trace minerals such as:

* magnesium

e calcium

ezinc

eiron

* potassium

Since table salt is used in recipes and on
food, it undergoes processing to give it a
fine texture. When this happens, you lose
the minerals that are present in sea salt.
Types of sea salt

There are many types of sea salts availa-
ble on the market.

Dead Sea salt, which is sourced directly
from the Dead Sea, comes in a variety of
grains including:

*fine

° coarse

[ran’s refmmg capacity rises to 2.4m harrels a day

barrels per day, IRNA reported.

He attributed the increase to continuous
monitoring and rigorous performance
oversight at domestic refineries.

The Abadan refinery accounted for the
largest share of the increase, adding
70,000 barrels per day, followed by the
Persian Gulf Star refinery with 35,000
barrels and the Isfahan refinery with
an additional 30,000 to 40,000 barrels,
Dadvar said.

He emphasized that the expansion was
achieved while minimizing crude oil

e extra coarse

Some products also contain scents like:
e lavender

e vanilla

° rosemary

Westlab, another popular brand for sea
salts, sells:

¢ Dead Sea salt

 Epsom bathing salt

* Himalayan bathing salt

* magnesium flakes

The company’s website says it only
sources the highest quality of genuine
Dead Sea salt that’s naturally rich in:

° magnesium

e calcium

* potassium

According to Westlab, a sea salt’s place
of origin can make a difference in terms
of the benefits it provides.

For example, Dead Sea salt is said to be

reserves in transit and storage tanks,
ensuring that the enhanced capacity re-
mained stable and operational.

During the past winter, Iran produced on
average an additional 7.0 to 8.0 million
liters of gasoline and 10 to 12 million lit-
ers of diesel per day, along with higher
outputs of kerosene and jet fuel com-
pared to previous years, Dadvar said.

He praised the round-the-clock efforts of
NIORDC and its subsidiaries for main-
taining steady fuel supply during what he
called a particularly harsh winter.

of the highest quality and is best for ther-
apeutic use such as:

e relaxation

* gasing sore muscles

e providing relief for certain skin condi-
tions

Regular sea salt from ocean water is
most commonly used in culinary set-
tings.

Benefits of a sea salt bath

If you're looking for a way to relieve
stress, ease achy muscles, and treat ir-
ritated skin, you may want to consider
taking a sea salt bath.

While soaking in a tub, in general, is a
nice way to pamper yourself after a hard
day, adding sea salts is said to also ex-
tend the benefits to your skin, muscles,
and joints.

Beneficial for rheumatic diseases
According to a systematic review pub-

4

lished in the journal Seminars in Arthritis
and Rheumatism, sea salt baths have
been found to be beneficial in treating
rheumatic diseases, including:

* rheumatoid arthritis

* psoriatic arthritis

e ankylosing spondylitis

* knee osteoarthritis

Good for your skin

Your skin, which is your body’s largest
organ, will also thank you for indulging
in a sea salt bath.

Relieves achy muscles and stimulates
circulation

Other benefits of taking a sea salt bath are
said to include:

e stimulating circulation

* gasing muscle cramps

* helping to relieve stiffness in joints

e soothing achy, overworked legs and
feet

Iran’s petrochemical industry has invest-
ed $5.0 billion to reduce gas flaring in
upstream oil operations and is drafting
a strategic roadmap to further cut emis-
sions, according to the health, safety and
environment (HSE) director of the Na-
tional Petrochemical Company (NPC).
Davoud Emadi told Shana that the petro-
chemical sector, which accounts for only
eight to nine percent of total gas flaring
in Iran’s oil industry, has launched 15 ac-
tive projects to recover flare gases and
continuously monitor carbon output.
The investment supports flare gas col-
lection for feedstock supply, with major
contributions from Bidboland Persian
Gulf Gas Refinery, Hoveyzeh Persian
Gulf Gas Refining Company, Dehloran
Gas Refinery, and Maroon Petrochemi-
cal Company. Emadi said 59 flares in the
East Karoun region are being targeted
for shutdown as part of a major recov-
ery project led by Bidboland, with nine
flares already extinguished. Preparations
are also underway to enable petrochem-
ical investment in flare gas recovery at
South Pars Gas Complex in Assaluyeh.
He noted that much of the flaring in
petrochemical units stems from oper-
ating below full capacity. Running at
maximum output would significantly
reduce flare volumes, he said. Flare gas-
es in the petrochemical sector typically

Petchem sector invests $2b to curh gas
larimg, ams to cut carbon emissions by half

consist of equal parts carbon dioxide,
hydrogen, and other gases, differing in
composition from upstream oil secto
r flaring.

These gases are often unsuitable as feed-
stock, requiring specific technologies for
consumption or recycling—if economi-
cally viable at all, Emadi explained. The
industry’s flare reduction strategy, still
in development, aligns with its broader
commitment to environmental stand-
ards. Fifteen active recovery and control
projects are already in motion under the
plan. Emadi said Iran’s petrochemical in-
dustry has been implementing a carbon
management strategy since 2020, with
the roadmap officially issued to all firms
and holding companies. He said Persian
Gulf Petrochemical Industries Company
began implementing carbon reduction
projects in 2024, while Parsian Oil and
Gas Holding has also recently launched
climate-related initiatives. The carbon
management roadmap outlines three
tiers of action. The first includes low-
cost, high-impact measures that could
cut carbon emissions by more than 50
percent. The second group involves
more expensive, time-intensive steps
to achieve a 30 percent reduction, and
the final group comprises large-scale,
less economical projects with limited
impact.
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