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‘FATF expected
to take confi-
dence-building steps
about Iran’

Iranian deputy minister of finance
and economic affairs said that FATF
is expected to take confidence-build-
ing steps in reply to Iran’s set of
measures in the field of combating
money laundering and terrorism fi-
nancing, including the ratification of
the Palermo Convention.
Addressing the 42nd meeting of the
Eurasian Group (EAG) on Combating
Money Laundering and the Financing
of Terrorism, being held from May
26 to 30 in Moscow, Hadi Khani said:
“At this meeting, we gave a presenta-
tion on software and intelligent infra-
structure for handling suspicious
transaction reports (STRs), as well
as the actions of our country’s police
in combating money laundering and
terrorist financing, and we tried to
share our experiences in these areas
with other members.”

Referring to Iran’s reports in previ-
ous meetings of the EAG, he said:
“With the aim of informing friendly
and aligned countries, as well as in-
creasing FATF’s understanding of the
country’s actions in combating mon-
ey laundering and terrorist financing,
Iran has put forward its actions on a
broader level of the FATF action plan
in close cooperation with the Eura-
sian Anti-Money Laundering Group
(EAG), and will continue this practice
within the framework of its internal
considerations and standards.”

He added that recently, with the aim
of complying with international trea-
ties and accelerating and facilitating
the process of normalizing relations
with FATF, and within the frame-
work of this group’s statement on
accepting the Palermo and CFT con-
ventions as a basis for suspending
countermeasures against the Islamic
Republic of Iran, Iran has ratified the
Palermo Convention, and this docu-
ment has become an executive law
in the country upon the notification
of the Iranian president.

Also, the process of reviewing and
making decisions regarding the CFT
Convention and amending domestic
laws and regulations to combat mon-
ey laundering and terrorist financing
with the aim of covering international
recommendations and standards to
the maximum extent is on the agen-
da of the relevant authorities within
the country. And efforts are being
made to implement the necessary
reforms within the framework of the
country’s constitution and domestic
laws to bring the country’s regula-
tory infrastructure as close to inter-
national standards as possible in the
shortest possible time, the official
added.

The deputy finance minister further
emphasized that the FATF should
view and consider Iran’s decision
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|CCIMA head proposes strategles (0 deepen Iran-Oman economic ties

The head of Iran Chamber of
Commerce, Industries, Mines,
and Agriculture (ICCIMA) pro-
posed seven strategies to deep-
en economic ties between Iran
and Oman.

Addressing a conference to
review trade opportunities
between Iran and Oman, in
Muscat on May 28, Samad
Hassanzadeh proposed those
strategies for establishing deep
and sustainable relations be-
tween the two sides, relying on
the potential capacities availa-
ble in both countries.

He said that the presence of
entrepreneurs from lran and
Oman in this valuable confer-
ence indicates the serious inter-
est of the private sectors of the
two countries in comprehen-
sively deepening relations and
promoting bilateral economic
cooperation.

Hassanzadeh stated that ex-
panding economic relations
with neighboring countries is

Iran’s strategic priority, adding:
“Iran’s private sector is very
keen to cooperate with Omani
companies. Given the wide va-
riety of cooperation capacities
between the two countries, it
is necessary to focus on the
future of relations so that, by
optimally utilizing new oppor-
tunities, a suitable roadmap for
joint relations and cooperation
that includes the interests of
both parties can be defined and
drawn.”

He considered the cultural and
historical commonalities, good
neighborliness, and excellent
political relations in the region
as important capacities for
deepening economic relations,
adding: “In recent years, the
value of trade between the two
countries has exceeded $2 bil-
lion, and there is a clear pros-
pect of increasing this figure to
a much higher level.”

The ICCIMA head further em-
phasized: “Through the regular

[=]

"

[l

Reza Mahzunieh
Marzie Rabiei

Hoora Building,

Shahid Mofateh Street, Ahmad

[=]:5,

Abad Square, Isfahan, Iran
031- 32274500

031-32274515

031-32274517, 32274518,
32274512, 32274505.

031-32274507,32274511
Samim

031-32274508

esfahan-news.com
30007232

and continuous exchange of
trade delegations between the
chambers of commerce, a good
understanding of the economic
and production capacities has
been established among the
entrepreneurs of the two coun-
tries. However, there are some
points regarding further ad-
vancing economic relations be-
tween the two sides, relying on
some capacities that have not
yet been realized, that should
be considered.”

In the field of trade cooperation
and commodity exchanges,
Hassanzadeh pointed to numer-
ous areas for exporting goods
from Iran to Oman, as well as
supplying some items needed
by the Iranian market through
Oman, and stated: “For long-
term and sustainable planning
of developing economic rela-
tions, it is necessary to move
towards joint investments in
the two countries. Therefore,
it is appropriate for the private

industrial

Regarded as Iran’s premier auto parts
industry gathering, the event serves as
a key platform for consolidating indus-
try capabilities, enabling value chain
networking, and facilitating innovation
and cooperation. Unlike previous edi-
tions, this year’s expo positions itself

technological advancement, and ex-
pand access to domestic and interna-
tional markets.

This year’s event marks the first phase
of a newly introduced four-year de-
velopment framework. The 2025 edi-
tion focuses on assembling players

sectors of the two countries to
continuously follow up with the
two governments to provide
all the necessary facilities and
amenities for this. Also, in this
regard, it is necessary for the
joint chambers of the two coun-
tries to identify projects with
comparative advantage and
plan for their implementation.”
Looking at the statistics on
“re-exports of Iranian goods
through Oman” and “imports
of goods from Oman,” he said:
“These figures indicate the
growth of exchanges; however,
the development of transit and
port cooperation and the use
of the capacity and benefits of
the two countries’ free trade
zones are still considered as
necessary infrastructure for the
development of private sector
activities, and in this regard, it
is appropriate for the two coun-
tries to take complementary
and infrastructural measures.”
The head of the Iranian Cham-
ber of Commerce continued
by pointing out the valuable
advances and achievements of
Iranian companies in the fields
of mining, knowledge-based
technologies, IT, and ITC, and
suggested that cooperation
between Iranian and Omani
companies in these fields be
considered.

He said that Iran invites the in-
vestors in various sectors such
as oil, gas, petrochemicals, re-
newable energy, water supply
projects, power plant industry,
transportation, mining, agricul-
ture, automotive industry, in-
formation technology, tourism
industry and hotel construc-
tion, and added: “There is the
possibility of full investment,
independently or with the par-
ticipation of Iranian investors,

Over 700 firms jom lran's 20¢h auto parts expo as mdustry pushes reatonal supply chain lmks

cially from firms involved in advanced
technologies  and
products—alongside notable foreign
participation underscores the exhibi-
tion’s growing regional importance.
Special attention this year is being paid
to fostering export partnerships and
strengthening Iran’s role in the regional

not only as a commercial marketplace  supply chain.
but also as a strategic initiative to drive ~ Key highlights include a dedicated
transformation, enhance  business interaction hub hosting

events

B2B meetings, advisory sessions
on industry regulations, tax, and in-
surance matters, and reverse pitch

their needs to potential suppliers. An
innovation stage for tech firms and
knowledge-based companies is also

in the areas that were raised.”
In another part of his speech,
the head of the Iranian Cham-
ber of Commerce referred to
the tourism industry, especially
health tourism, as one of the
important areas of cooperation
between Iran and Oman, and
continued: “The Iranian private
sector is ready to cooperate
and provide services to health
tourists in Oman. According to
estimates, about four million
people from Arab countries
enter Iran annually for tourism,
and about one million of these
tourists travel to Iran to benefit
from medical and health facili-
ties.”

He noted: “The energy sectors,
construction and establishment
of wind and solar power plants,
and water and wastewater fa-
cilities, are another new area of
??cooperation in which there
is the possibility of utilizing the
capabilities and experiences of
Iranian companies in this sec-
tor.”

The Iranian private sector is ful-
ly prepared to cooperate in the
development and renovation
of Oman’s infrastructure and
industrial and mining sectors,
as well as providing technical
and engineering services and
joint cooperation in various
development fields in Oman,
such as road construction, rail-
way network construction, dam
construction, etc., he further
emphasized.

Also, the private sectors of the
two countries can cooperate
and work together in imple-
menting technical and engi-
neering projects in third coun-
tries in the region, within the
framework of multilateral and
regional cooperation, the 1GCI-
MA head noted.

export-oriented

where automakers present
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Talks, not head-
lines will deliver
results, Iran FM
rejects nuclear
deal hype

Iranian Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Araghchi has reaffirmed
Tehran’s commitment to di-
plomacy amid renewed efforts
to revive nuclear negotiations
with the United States, de-
nouncing the deliberate media
disinformation aimed at under-
mining the talks.

In a post on his X account on
Thursday, Araghchi pushed
back against mounting me-
dia speculation suggesting
a breakthrough in Iran-U.S.
negotiations was imminent.
“Media is speculating about an
imminent Iran-U.S. deal. Not
sure if we are there yet,” he
wrote. “Iran is sincere about a
diplomatic solution that serves
all sides. But that requires an
agreement that fully lifts sanc-
tions and guarantees Iran’s
nuclear rights—including en-
richment.”

His comments came in re-
sponse to a FOX News report
citing a purported intelligence
assessment that accused Iran
of pursuing a nuclear weapons
program with potential missile
capabilities. The report, how-
ever, appeared to contradict
the U.S. intelligence communi-
ty’s official position, reaffirmed
by Director of National Intelli-
gence Tulsi Gabbard during a
Senate hearing in March, that
Iran is not actively developing
a nuclear weapon.

Araghchi emphasized that pro-
gress would not be achieved
through “media narratives,”
but through “serious nego-
tiations.” He warned against
disinformation campaigns
aimed at sabotaging diploma-
cy, directly criticizing Israel for
manipulating the Iran issue to
target American political op-
ponents. “Using Iran to attack
American critics is low, even
for Israel,” he wrote. “The path
to a deal runs through the ne-
gotiating table—not the head-

International Auto Parts Exhibition,
which runs through June 1 at Tehran’s
permanent international fairgrounds.
The exhibition is displaying the latest
developments in parts and equipment
for both light and heavy vehicles, IRNA
reported.

More than 700 domestic and in-
ternational companies from eight
countries—including China, Turkey,
Germany, Switzerland, India, Japan,
South Korea and the United Arab Emir-
ates—are showcasing their latest tech-
nologies and products at the 20th Iran

across the auto parts value chain.
New features include stronger partic-
ipation from knowledge-based firms,
the launch of innovative side events,
and visual representations of the value
chain network.

A significant domestic turnout—espe-

Iran’s Tabiat learn fate in BCL Asia 202

Association, complete this year’s BCL Asia picture.
The nine teams have been split into three groups of
three, with the top eight teams qualifying for the Quar-
ter-Finals. The pairings will be determined through a
draw to be held after the last Group Phase game.
Tabiat are drawn in Group A along with Ulaanbaatar
Xac Broncos and Zhejiang Guangsha Lions.

The four winners in the Quarter-Finals will qualify for
the Semi-Finals. The Semi-Finals victors will then ad-
vance to the one-game Final, while the losing sides
will compete in the Third-Place Game.

The champions by the end of the week-long tourna-
ment will also earn the right to represent Asia in the
FIBA Intercontinental Cup 2025 in Singapore, FIBA's
most prestigious club competition.

The Basketball Champions League Asia 2025 is set on
June 7-13 in Dubai. The Group Phase will be played at
the Sheikh Saeed Bin Maktoum Sports Hall, with the
Coca-Cola Arena to play host to the Final Phase.

part of the program.

The exhibition also features seven
thematic tracks offering expert pan-
els, policy roundtables, training work-
shops, and investor sessions, bringing
together a wide range of stakeholders
from across the automotive sector.

lines.”

Iran showed the peaceful na-
ture of its nuclear program to
the world by signing the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA) with six world pow-
ers in 2015.

The landmark deal was de-
railed in 2018 by the US, which
unilaterally walked out of the
accord and launched its so-
called campaign of maximum
pressure against Iran.

The United States and Iran
have held five rounds of nego-
tiations since April 12, under
the mediation of Oman, and
are expected to reconvene in
pursuit of a new agreement.
One of the core sticking points
remains the level of uranium
enrichment Tehran will be al-
lowed under any future deal.
Meanwhile, U.S. President
Donald Trump claimed on
Wednesday that he had per-
sonally cautioned Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
against interfering in the ongo-
ing talks.

and the country’s efforts in pre-
senting measures and submitting
progress reports on the Action Plan
and other Iranian measures in the
field of combating money laundering
and terrorist financing with a differ-
ent perspective than before, and take
steps to build mutual trust and im-
prove interactions between them.
The five-day EAG summitin Moscow,
included several high-level gather-
ings, such as the Fourth Parliamen-
tary Forum of EAG Member States, a
joint conference between regulatory
officials and the private sector—sup-
ported by EAG and the Middle East
and North Africa Financial Action
Task Force (MENAFATF)—under the
theme “Risk Management in the Age
of New Technologies.”

The Eurasian Group (EAG) is a FATF-
style regional body established to ad-
dress money laundering and terrorist
financing in the Eurasian region. It
was established in 2004 overlooking
the Eurasian region and comprises of
9 member-states, being: Belarus, In-
dia, Kazakhstan, China, Kyrgyzstan,
Russia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and
Uzbekistan.

The FIBA Regional Office-Asia has confirmed the
groupings for the Basketball Champions League Asia
(BCL Asia) 2025 following a draw conducted Satur-
day at the UG Palace in Mongolia.

Al Riyadi are coming as the reigning champions, look-
ing to sustain the triumphs they have achieved thus , o)

far this 2024-25 season that included successful title :

defenses in the recent FIBA West Asia Super League
(WASL).

The Lebanese powerhouses are bannering a cast of
nine teams, with 2024 BCL Asia runners-up Shabab
Al Ahli back in the fold as hosts of the continent’s
most-highest club competition for the second straight
year.

Also in the mix are the Taoyuan Pauian Pilots and the
Ulaanbaatar Xac Broncos, both of which completed
the ensemble after reaching the BCL Asia-East 2025
Final 4 championship round in Ulaanbaatar.

FIBA WASL runners-up Tabiat Basketball, Chinese

Tahiat Baskethall Al Riyadi Beirut Club
) e

BAKERS

Meralco Bolts ChangwﬂnrlG Sakers

Broncos Shabah Al Ahli
o we

Taoyuan Pauian Pilots
e

Baskethall Association champions Zhejiang Guang-
sha Lions, and Korean Basketball League titlists
Changwon LG Sakers are part of the field as well.

Newly minted Japan B.League champions Utsunom-
iya Brex and the Meralco Bolts, the defending Phil-
ippine Cup champions of the Philippine Basketball

Note: Trial Version draws watermark on output pdf pages.
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Japan interested
in expanding mar-
itime economic
co-op with Iran,
says envoy

Japan is interested in en-
hancing bilateral coopera-
tion with Iran, particularly in
maritime-based  economic
development, Tokyo’s ambas-
sador to Tehran said during a
meeting with senior Iranian
officials.

According to Iran’s Ministry
of Transport and Urban Devel-
opment, Ambassador Tamaki
Tsukada conveyed Japan’s in-
terest in maritime investment
opportunities  during talks
with Gholamreza Kazemian,
Deputy Minister for Urban
Planning and Architecture,
and Saeed Rasouli, Depu-
ty Minister and Head of the
Ports and Maritime Organiza-
tion (PMO).

Tsukada said the Japanese
government would be in-
formed of the proposals
presented by Iran, including
potential areas for partner-
ship and investment linked
to Iran’s maritime economy
and the development of the
Makran coastal region.
Kazemian outlined two key ini-
tiatives: the maritime-oriented
development strategy and the
Makran coastal development
plan, which aim to establish
industrial hubs, expand ag-
riculture, enhance transport
and infrastructure, and boost
population settlements in line
with Iran’s national spatial
planning framework.

He described the maritime
strategy as an opportunity to
advance trade, economic, and
commercial ties and to help
bridge regional development
gaps.

Iran, China sign
MOU on water
management,

agriculture, envi-
ronment

Iran and China have signed
a tripartite memorandum of
understanding to boost co-
operation in water resource
management, agriculture, and
environmental protection, ac-
cording to Iran’s Planning and
Budget Organization (PBO).
The agreement, signed during
an official ceremony hosted
by the Chinese Academy of
Sciences (CAS), brings to-
gether Iran’s Planning and
Budget Organization, the Fac-
ulty of Agriculture and Natural
Resources at the University
of Tehran, and the Northwest
Institute of Eco-Environment
and Resources, a research
arm of CAS.

The MOU aims to facilitate
joint projects, exchange of
expertise, deployment of ad-
vanced technologies, and
pilot programs in Iran, with
a focus on practical and sci-
entific  collaboration.
Speaking at the signing event,
Mohammad Ebrahimnia, Di-
rector of Water, Agriculture,
and Environment Affairs at
Iran’s Plan and Budget Organ-
ization, emphasized the im-
portance of building on previ-
ous cooperation and called for
the swift launch of pilot initi-
atives and a joint action plan
to accelerate implementation.
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pionships

Athletic Cham-

Ali Amirian of Iran won a silver medal
in the men’s 800m of the 2025 Asian
Athletics Championships on Saturday.
He crossed the line with a time of
1:44.97 minutes.

The gold medal went to Kuwait's
Ebrahim Al-Zofairi with 1:44.59 min-
utes and Qatari runner Abubaker Hay-
dar Abdalla claimed the bronze with a

time of 1:45.20 minutes.

Amirian’s medal was Iran’s third med-
alin the event.

Reyhaneh Mobini in women’s long
jump and Mohammadreza Tayebi
in men’s shot put had won two gold
medals.

The event was held in Gumi, South
Korea.

Could Soy Milk Canse

Bram Fog?

Source:

By:

Soy milk doesn’t cause brain fog on its
own. But if you have an allergy or sensitiv-
ity, consuming soy may cause symptoms
that include brain fog. You can also devel-
op brain fog for other reasons.

Brain fog can have various causes. But
drinking soy milk isn’t likely to cause brain
fog unless you have an allergy or sensi-
tivity to it.

Brain fog isn’t a medical diagnosis but
rather a colloquial term that typically de-
scribes symptoms that can include:

« difficulty concentrating

« difficulty thinking

« forgetfulness

e confusion

It can result from certain health conditions
and allergies.

Keep reading to learn about the effect of
soy allergies or sensitivities on brain fog,
whether phytoestrogens in soy may play a
role, and other causes of brain fog.

Can a soy allergy cause brain fog?

Soy allergies are common in both adults
and infants. If you're allergic to soy and
consume it, you may experience symp-
toms of an allergic reaction. These com-
monly include:

e abdominal pain

e diarrhea

* nausea and vomiting

* indigestion

° runny nose

* wheezing or trouble breathing

e itchy mouth

e swelling

e confusion

* hives

A severe allergic reaction can lead to ana-
phylactic shock, which is a life threatening
emergency.

It's possible that some allergies can cause
brain fog.

Rhinosinusitis, a common symptom of
seasonal allergies, can cause brain altera-

tions that may result in symptoms of brain
fog, according to 2021 research. The re-
searchers also pointed out that worsening
rhinosinusitis was also associated with
other neurological symptoms, including:
* cognitive deficits

* mood changes

° memory issues

e trouble focusing

e worse school performance

* anxiety

* depression

A 2019 review of animal studies suggest-
ed that allergies can cause inflammation in
certain brain pathways. This inflammation

may lead to motor and learning deficits,
according to researchers. However, this
study was performed in mice. Research
in humans on the neurological impacts of
soy allergy is still needed.

It's also important to note that soy milk
can contain ingredients other than soy,
including additives like emulsifiers. If you
experience symptoms after drinking soy
milk but not after eating soybeans, it's
possible that another ingredient may be
responsible.

If you think you may be allergic to soy or
another additive in soy milk, it's best to
talk with an allergist to get an allergy test.

Since Iran and the U.S. began indirect nuclear negotiations seven
weeks ago, Western media outlets have been turning up every now
and then to paint Israel as a potential saboteur of the talks, and

Washington as their defender.

These reports suggest that the Trump administration wants a deal
with Iran. He wants to terminate sanctions in exchange for limita-
tions on Iran’s nuclear program. In the pursuit of this agreement,
there are several deadlocks that have kept the two sides from
reaching an endpoint. The most important one is uranium enrich-
ment, a right Iran insists it will never give up, and the U.S. wants

gone. Western media says if Iran does not agree to stop uranium
enrichment as part of a deal with the U.S., then Israel would at-
tack Iran’s nuclear sites on its own, even against Washington’s
objections.

This is simply not true. Israel cannot carry out strikes against Iran’s
underground and heavily fortified nuclear facilities, which are pro-
tected by advanced air defense systems, without American help, or
even lead. Furthermore, recent remarks by Trump indicate that both
the U.S. and Israel share the same goal: dismantling Iran’s nuclear
program. The difference is that one has chosen to play the role of

Economy Minis-
iry hosts OPEC
fund simulation
talks, Issues Ist
SOVreign guar-

S8 i A B )01 1o |

Iran’s Ministry of Finance and Economic
Affairs held a simulation of OPEC Fund
ministerial negotiations on Thursday,
bringing together top university students
for a one-day event aimed at enhanc-
ing diplomatic and professional skills
through experiential learning.

According to the Ministry’s official news
outlet, Shada, the simulation was part of
a broader three-day program running
from May 26 to 28, which also included
workshops for contractors and private
sector firms. The initiative aimed to intro-
duce participants to investment opportu-
nities, promote exports of technical and
engineering services through the OPEC
Fund for International Development, and
strengthen Iran’s international engage-
ment.

Foreign experts from Nigeria and Tunisia
joined Iranian academics to share inter-
national insights during the sessions,
while the closing ceremony of the OPEC
Fund educational and scientific summit
was scheduled for Thursday evening at
the Ministry’s conference hall.

The event was jointly organized by the
Economy Ministry in collaboration with
the Foreign Ministry, which provided dip-
lomatic support, and Iran’s Chamber of
Commerce, which contributed technical
expertise for promoting service exports.
Iran issues first sovereign guarantee
for international bids

In a message to the closing session of
the first OPEC Fund workshop on tech-
nical and engineering service exports,
Acting Minister of Finance and Economic
Affairs Seyed Rahmatollah Akrami de-
scribed the initiative as a strategic step
toward generating foreign currency reve-
nues, boosting employment, and elevat-
ing Iran’s international standing.

“It is a pleasure to welcome distin-
guished guests from the OPEC Fund,
government officials, and especially key
players from the private sector who are
active in engineering and technical ser-
vice exports,” Akrami said.

He noted that the workshop had been
designed to enhance the knowledge and
capacity of Iranian professionals and ex-
plore ways to expand service exports to
global markets. “The sessions held over
the past two days provided a valuable
platform to discuss various aspects of
cooperation and participation in interna-
tional development projects,” he added.

Highlighting the significance of technical
and engineering service exports, Akrami
emphasized their role as a non-commod-
ity export stream that relies on human
capital and expertise rather than physical
production and transport. “Such ser-
vices are essential for earning foreign
exchange, creating jobs, and improving
national skills and capabilities,” he said.

He underscored Iran’s competitive ad-

hids

vantages in this field, saying, “The Is-
lamic Republic of Iran possesses com-
panies with the knowledge, experience,
and capacity to operate in nearly all areas
covered by the OPEC Fund. These ca-
pabilities must be aligned with practical
strategies to enable international partic-
ipation.”

Akrami revealed that his ministry had
issued the country’s first sovereign guar-
antee late last year for a capable Iranian
company bidding in an international ten-
der—marking a milestone in supporting
outbound investment and global con-
tracting.

He stressed the importance of close co-
operation between the public and private
sectors to streamline the export process
and build global business networks.
“This collaboration can facilitate expe-
rience-sharing and expand commercial
opportunities,” he said.

Akrami also paid tribute to Iran’s pio-
neering effort in hosting the first-ever
OPEC Fund simulation competition, say-
ing such youth-driven initiatives could
strengthen international institutions by
incorporating fresh perspectives and
ideas.

He concluded by thanking all partici-
pants, speakers, and supporters of the
workshop and extended best wishes to
Iranian professionals working in techni-
cal and engineering services.

the bad cop, while the other plays the good cop.
Speaking at the White House on Wednesday, Trump briefly outlined
his vision of a deal that is “very strong, where we can go in with in-

spectors. We can take whatever we want. We can blow up whatever

the U.S.

we want. But nobody getting killed,” he said.

Trump’s vision is essentially that of Israel. The idea is simple: if
Iran voluntarily dismantles its nuclear program, there would sup-
posedly be no need for military strikes, avoiding retaliation and
the severe repercussions that could follow for both Israel and

Iran has formally demanded that
Austria explain an “irresponsible
and provocative” intelligence report
alleging Tehran maintains “an active
nuclear weapons program,” amid
rising suspicions of Vienna’s coordi-
nated effort with Tel Aviv to disrupt
Tehran-Washington diplomacy.

The controversy ignited after Aus-
tria’s Directorate for State Protection
and Intelligence (DSPIS) reportedly
leaked a classified assessment to
Western media, directly contradict-
ing U.S. intelligence findings and
timed to disrupt delicate Oman-me-
diated negotiations.

The Fox News article, published on
Wednesday, claimed that Tehran “is
continuing with its active nuclear
weapons program,” adding that “it
can be used to launch missiles over
long distances.”

Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman
Esmail Bagaei minced no words in
his condemnation on Friday, stating:
“The Austrian intelligence body’s
claim casting doubt on the peaceful
nature of Iran’s nuclear program is a
false and baseless allegation manu-
factured solely for media propagan-
da against the Islamic Republic, thus
devoid of any credibility.”

Bagaei emphasized Iran’s adherence
to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT) and “the most rigor-
ous inspections” by the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), warn-
ing the report deliberately “under-
mines the IAEA's authority.”

In a scathing comparison, he re-
marked: “Unlike Austria and other
European nations that hypocritically
remain silent about the Zionist re-
gime’s weapons of mass destruc-
tion—and, through their unwavering
support for this genocidal, occupy-
ing force, hinder efforts to estab-
lish a Middle East [West Asia] free
of Weapons of Mass Destruction
(WMD)—Iran stands as a resolute
opponent of nuclear arms and all

[ran demands Austria explam haseless’ nuclear
leak amud suspected Austrian-sraeli collusion

WMDs, as well as a steadfast ad-
vocate for liberating West Asia from
such weapons.”

Bagaei warned that such “media fab-
rications” risk permanently damag-
ing Iran-Europe relations, conclud-
ing by demanding Vienna’s “official
explanation” for the “destructive
actions” of its agencies.

Increasing diplomatic pressure, Iran
summoned the Austrian Chargé
d’Affaires to the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs on Friday to formally protest
the “misleading” intelligence report.
Michaela Pacher, acting in the ab-
sence of the ambassador, was met
by Alireza Mollagadimi, Head of the
First Department of Western Europe,
who conveyed Tehran’s “strong pro-
test” and demanded an official expla-
nation from Vienna.

Mollagadimi rejected the Austrian
claims as “baseless,” highlighting
their complete contradiction with nu-
merous IAEA reports, and stressed
that Iran’s nuclear program fully
complies with its legal international
obligations under the NPT.

He described the Austrian intelli-
gence agency’s actions as ‘“irre-
sponsible and provocative” for ques-
tioning the peaceful nature of Iran’s
program without evidence.

Pacher pledged to relay Iran’s con-
cerns and request for an official ex-
planation to her government.

The timing of Fox News’ report is
particularly significant. Since mid-
April, five rounds of indirect U.S.-
Iran nuclear talks have occurred in
Oman, with a sixth pending. Pro-
gress hinges on Washington lifting
sanctions and respecting Iran’s nu-
clear rights, including enrichment.
Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi
appeared to associate the DSPIS
report with Israeli interference, post-
ing on X: “As for the latest fake news
against Iran-U.S. diplomacy: using
Iran to attack American critics is low,
even for Israel.”
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