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Iran may accept US
nuclear inspectors
if a deal is reached,
says atomic chief

Iran has signaled it may allow
American inspectors working for
the International Atomic Energy Or-
ganization (IAEA) to monitor its nu-
clear program—ybut only if ongoing
negotiations result in a favorable
agreement for Tehran.

The statement came from Moham-
mad Eslami, head of the Atomic
Energy Organization of Iran (AEQI),
during a press briefing on Wednes-
day.

Eslami emphasized that while Iran
has historically rejected inspectors
from hostile nations, including the
United States, the current diplomat-
ic landscape could lead to a policy
shift. “If an agreement is reached
and Iran’s demands are met, we will
reconsider accepting U.S. inspec-
tors through the IAEA,” he said.
Iran and the U.S. have held five
rounds of indirect negotiations
since early April to reach a deal that
limits Tehran’s nuclear activities
in exchange for the termination of
sanctions. The date and location for
a sixth round of talks are being dis-
cussed, according to Iran’s Foreign
Minister Seyyed Abbas Araghchi,
talking to reporters during an offi-
cial visit to Oman.

While both sides have so far de-
scribed the talks as largely con-
structive, significant disagreements
remain, particularly over Iran’s ura-
nium enrichment program. Tehran
has long insisted that halting enrich-
ment is non-negotiable, citing its
right to peaceful nuclear technology
under the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT). According to sources
familiar with the discussions, Iran’s
delegation reaffirmed this stance at
the outset of the first round of the
current negotiations.

The U.S. position, however, ap-
pears less consistent. American
officials have sent mixed signals in
recent weeks, at times suggesting
their sole red line is preventing a
nuclear-armed Iran, while at other
moments demanding the disman-
tling of key nuclear facilities and a
complete end to enrichment.
During his Wednesday remarks,
Eslami reiterated Iran’s firm stance
on uranium enrichment, calling it
the “cornerstone” of the country’s
nuclear industry. Comparing it to
the electricity sector, he argued that
without enrichment, akin to a power
plant, other nuclear infrastructure
would be meaningless. “Taking
away enrichment means disman-
tling the entire nuclear industry.
This is Iran’s red line, and we have
communicated this clearly, both in
writing and verbally, during negoti-
ations,” he stated.

He also warned that stopping en-
richment would devastate Iran’s
healthcare system, where one mil-
lion patients annually rely on do-
mestically produced radioisotopes
for medical treatments. “Without
20% enriched fuel for the Tehran
reactor, radioisotope production
stops,” he said. Research reactors,
food safety systems, and advanced
manufacturing sectors would also
face collapse, he added.

Also on Wednesday, Iran’s Foreign
Ministry Spokesman Esmaeil Baga-
ei said the country will show no
flexibility on its uranium enrichment
program. “Enrichment is an insepa-
rable part of Iran’s nuclear industry,
and any proposal or initiative that
contradicts this principle or under-
mines this right is unacceptable.”
The spokesman also dismissed
media reports outlining potential
terms of a future deal, calling them
“pure media conjecture” pushed
with “various motives and inten-
tions.”

“None of these claims can be con-
firmed,” he added, without elab-
orating on specific details of the
negotiations.

_www.esfahan-news.com

[ran-China monthly non-oil trade stﬂnds at S1.769h

The value of non-oil trade
between Iran and China
stood at $1.765 billion
in the first Iranian cal-
endar month of Farvar-

din (March 21-April 21,
2025), according to data
from the Islamic Republic
of Iran Customs Adminis-
tration (IRICA).

Importing non-oil goods
worth $997 million from
Iran, China was the first
destination  of  Irani-
an products in the first
month, and by exporting
non-oil products valued at
$768 million to Iran, Chi-
na was the second source
of import for Iran in that
month.

As previously announced
by Abolfazl Akbarpour,
the deputy head of IRICA
for planning and interna-
tional affairs, the value of
non-oil trade between Iran
and China stood at $34.1
billion in the past Iranian
calendar year, which end-
ed on March 20, 2025.

He said that importing
non-oil goods worth $14.8
billion from Iran, China
was the first destination
of Iranian products in the
past year.

He also announced that
by exporting non-oil prod-
ucts valued at $19.3 billion
to Iran, China was the sec-
ond source of import for
Iran in that year.

On May 4, Tehran Cham-
ber of Commerce, Indus-
tries, Mines and Agricul-
ture  (TCCIMA) hosted
an lran-China Business
Development Forum par-
ticipated by China’s am-
bassador to Iran, the head
of Iran’s Trade Promotion
Organization (TPQ), the
chair of the Iran-China
Parliamentary Friendship
Group, and senior officials
from the Tehran Chamber.
A large number of busi-
ness leaders from both
countries attended the
event, where state, legis-
lative, and private-sector

strategies for deepening
bilateral trade ties were
outlined, the TCCIMA por-
tal reported.

Opening the event, TCCI-
MA Head Mahmoud Najafi
Arab welcomed Chinese
delegates who traveled
to Iran for the Iran Expo.
He expressed gratitude
for the Chinese ambas-
sador’s continued efforts
to expand economic ties
between the two nations.
Najafi Arab said Iran and
China share thousands of
years of cultural and com-
mercial relations, which
have entered a new phase
in recent decades, marked
by growing partnerships
across multiple sectors.
He said the two countries
could serve as a model for
sustainable  cooperation
based on mutual respect
in today’s increasingly in-
terdependent world.

He also highlighted recent
visits of Iranian private
sector delegations to var-
ious Chinese provinces
and exhibitions, empha-
sizing the need to identify
investment  opportunities
and facilitate financial ex-
changes. The Chamber,
with over 140 years of his-
tory, is prepared to host
expert meetings, present
economic  opportunities,
support joint ventures,
and activate professional
networks between Iranian
and Chinese businesses,
he said.

China’s  Ambassador to
Iran Cong Peiwu, thanked
Iranian participants and
the Tehran Chamber for
organizing the event.
He expressed hope that
the forum would help
strengthen bilateral trade
and economic coopera-
tion.

Referencing the recent
meeting between the two
presidents at the BRICS
summit in Russia, Cong
said China is fully com-
mitted to enhancing coop-

value.

eration across all sectors
in ways that benefit both
peoples.

Also speaking at the fo-
rum, Ruhollah Nejabat,
chair of the Iran-China
Parliamentary Friendship
Group, said Iran’s non-
oil exports to China sur-
passed $14.8 billion last
year, making China the
largest destination for Ira-
nian goods and account-
ing for about one-quarter
of Iran’s total non-oil ex-
ports. Imports from China
reached  approximately
$19.3 billion, or 27 per-
cent of Iran’s total im-
ports, making China Iran’s
second-largest  import
partner after the United
Arab Emirates.

These figures, he said,
demonstrate the resilience
and strategic importance
of Iran-China trade, even
amid global econom-
ic slowdown, with both
countries  supplying a
significant portion of each
other’s needs.

Nejabat noted that Iran’s
Seventh National Devel-
opment Plan emphasizes
industrial - modernization
and attracting foreign
capital and technology. He
said Iran aims to upgrade
its industries—from
automotive and textiles
to pharmaceuticals and
medical equipment—and
that this will be achieved
more quickly with part-
ners like China, now a
global industrial super-
power.

He added that technology
transfer and joint invest-
ment are two strategic
priorities for Iran. Chinese
firms, he said, could take
advantage of Iran’s mar-
ket size and skilled labor
to establish production
lines and access broader
regional markets.

Conversely, Iran could
supply intermediary
goods and industrial

components needed by

members also surged—tising by 36
percent in weight and 54.5 percent in

Turkey remained Iran’s top export des-
tination within the ECO bloc, purchas-
ing $6.9 billion worth of goods. It was
followed by Pakistan at $2.42 billion,
Afghanistan at $2.41 billion, Azerbaijan
at $681 million, and Turkmenistan at
$572 million.

On the import side, Turkey was also

Iran’s main supplier, exporting $12.47
billion worth of goods to the country.
Pakistan followed with $706 million
and Tajikistan with $93 million.

Chinese industries. Ne-
jabat said Iran will offer
special incentives for for-
eign industrial investment
and provide a secure legal
environment for Chinese
companies. Infrastructure
development—including
rail networks, highways,

Nejabat noted
that Iran’s

Seventh National

Development

Plan emphasizes
industrial

modernization

and atracting
foreign capital
and technology.
He said Iran aims
to upgrade-its
industries—from
automotive

and textiles o

pharmaceuticals
and medical

equipment—and
that this will be
achieved more

quickly with
partners like
China, now a

global industrial
superpower

and ports—is also a pri-
ority, and many of these
projects will require Chi-
nese expertise and partic-
ipation.

He also pointed to Iran’s
largely untapped mining
sector, including vast re-
serves of iron, copper,
aluminum, and rare earth
elements, as an area ripe
for development and ex-
port growth.

Speaking at the forum,
Mohammad Ali Dehghan
Dehnavi, head of Iran’s
Trade Promotion Organi-

zation (TPO), outlined four
key strategies for expand-
ing trade with China. The
first is technology transfer.
He said Chinese compa-
nies have made major
investments in research
and development, much
of which has not yet been
fully commercialized. Iran,
as a long-time partner,
seeks deeper collabora-
tion in these cutting-edge
sectors.

The second strategy, he
said, is increasing trade in
high value-added goods.
Currently, much of the
bilateral trade consists of
raw or semi-processed
materials. The average val-
ue of Iran’s exports stands
at less than $400 per ton.
“We want to change that,”
he said, calling on Chinese
importers to prioritize Ira-
nian products with higher
added value. He welcomed
the Chinese ambassador’s
praise for the competitive-
ness of Iranian nanotech-
nology and biotechnology
products.

The third strategy is joint
production through co-in-
vestment. Dehnavi said
Iran offers a secure invest-
ment climate, with legal
guarantees allowing for-
eign investors to repatriate
both capital and profits.
“There are many docu-
mented cases of investors
successfully exiting after
profitable ventures,” he
said.

Iran offers highly competi-
tive costs, a wide range of
investment opportunities,
and strong security for
foreign capital, he add-
ed, expressing hope for
increased joint ventures
with Chinese firms.

The fourth strategy is
mutual market access.
Dehnavi said Iran pro-
duces many goods that
are well-suited for the
Chinese market and that
joint  production could
also help both countries
expand into third-coun-
try markets. “This kind of
cooperation can make our
trade ties deeper and more
sustainable,” he said.
Fereydoun  Vardinejad,
secretary general of the
Tehran Chamber of Com-
merce, said China had
stood by Iran during both
stable and turbulent times,
and that the two peoples
share a strong emotional
bond.

However, he warned that
a lack of information ex-
change and mutual un-
derstanding of economic
capacities had led to a
wide gap between political
relations and econom-
ic realities. “Our ties are
excellent in potential but

[ran’s trade with ECO member states hits $27.6h n a year

Iran’s trade with member states of the
Economic Cooperation Organization
(ECO) reached 36.2 million tons worth
$27.6 billion in the Iranian calendar
year 1403 (ended March 19, 2025), ac-
cording to the Islamic Republic of Iran
Customs Administration (IRICA).

Of the total volume, imports accounted
for 8.2 million tons valued at $13.5 bil-
lion, while exports reached 28 million
tons worth $14.1 billion.

Iran’s non-oil exports to ECO countries
increased by 38.7 percent in volume
and 37.5 percent in value compared to
the previous year. Imports from ECO
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need S|gn|f|cant work in
practice,” he said.
Vardinejad called for a
“win-win partnership” and
proposed several actions:
holding specialized busi-
ness meetings, promoting
bilateral trade missions,
introducing market op-
portunities, ensuring trade
balance, and supporting
private-sector cooperation
in areas like creative in-
dustries, digital economy,
nanotechnology, and bio-
technology.

“These steps,” he said,
“can build deeper and
mutually  beneficial ties
between Iran and China.”
Hossein Eyvazlou, a mem-
ber of the executive board
of Iran’s National Develop-
ment Fund (NDF), has an-
nounced plans for collab-
oration with China in the
field of foreign investment
in Iran.

Speaking at a press con-
ference on January 4,
Eyvazlou highlighted the
importance of attracting
foreign capital to boost
Iran’s economic projects,
emphasizing the role of
strategic partnerships with
countries like China.
Details on the scope and
nature of the cooperation
were not disclosed, but
it is expected to focus on
key sectors that align with
Iran’s long-term develop-
ment goals.

Iran and China officially
signed the document for
25-year  comprehensive
cooperation in  March
2021.

The document was signed
between Iran’s former For-
eign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif and Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang
Yi at the Iranian Foreign
Ministry.

Back in December 2022,
Iran and China finalized 16
MOUs under the frame-
work of the two countries’
strategic 25-year agree-
ment.

The MOUs were signed in
an Iran-China comprehen-
sive cooperation program
summit which was held in
Tehran on December 13 in
the presence of Iran’s for-
mer First Vice President
Mohammad Mokhber and
China’s Vice Premier Hu
Chunhua.

The summit was focused
on four areas explored by
four committees between
the two countries with the
aim of paving the way for
the implementation of the
25-year agreement.

Iran and China also signed
20 memoranda of under-
standing in the presence
of the presidents of the
two countries in Beijing in
mid-February, 2023.

SCO and BRICS
valuable op-
portunities for
Iran: Leader

The Leader of the Islam-
ic Revolution, Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali  Khamenei,
held a meeting with Iran’s
interior minister and the
country’s provincial gov-
ernors on Wednesday.
During the meeting, Aya-
tollah Khamenei empha-
sized that governors are
the comprehensive man-
agers of their respective
provinces and referred
to the favorable public at-
mosphere in the country
for serving the people,
he stated, “Officials must
go among the people, be
present at their gather-
ings, listen patiently to
their concerns, even if
expressed harshly, and
provide the necessary
explanations.”
Ayatollah Khamenei
pointed to the country’s
vast opportunities and
added, “The country ben-
efits from an immense
capacity in its young
human capital. Wherever
an institution has recog-
nized and utilized this po-
tential, tangible progress
has been achieved.”
The Leader of the Islamic
Revolution also referred
to Iran’s membership in
key regional and inter-
national  organizations
such as the Shanghai
Cooperation  Organiza-
tion and BRICS, as well
as the appointment of a
Minister of Interior with
in-depth knowledge of
the country’s diverse re-
gions, as further valuable
opportunities.
Ayatollah  Khamenei re-
ferred to the manage-
ment of various provin-
cial affairs, including
matters of diplomacy
related to the provinces,
by the governors, and
stated: “We have many
neighboring  countries.
These very neighbors
themselves are one of the
opportunities.”

The Leader of the Islamic
Revolution stressed the
necessity of preserv-
ing the integrity of the
country and confronting
corruption, calling the
fight against corruption
a definitive duty of senior

officials.
Ayatollah Khamenei also
emphasized, “The first

condition for combating
corruption is that offi-
cials and their families
must remain distant from
corruption-inducing ele-
ments.” He added, “Giv-
en the sensitive position
of public officials, any in-
volvement in corruption
inflicts far greater harm,
and its punishment in the
sight of God will be sig-
nificantly more severe.”
He also advised gover-
nors to uphold religious
obligations, avoid what is
forbidden in Islamic law,
be attentive to religious
observances, strive for
the realization of the
year’s slogan, and en-
gage in a serious, coor-
dinated effort to combat
the smuggling of goods.


http://www.axpertsoft.com/pdf-blank-page-removal/

Saturday - May 31, 2025 - No: 1890

ISFAHAN NEWS

Oman and Iran can
now he considered
strategic partners

Five Iranian presidents have made
six visits to Oman over approxi-
mately 20 years, while Omani
sultans have visited Iran three
times. Of course, Iran-Oman rela-
tions have historical roots, but the
relationship between the Islamic
Republic of Iran and the Sultan-
ate of Oman gained momentum
in the early 1980s, progressing
steadily toward strengthening
ties. Various global, regional, and
domestic upheavals have not dis-
rupted this trajectory to the extent
that today, the two countries can
be considered strategic partners.
The close political cooperation be-
tween Iran and Oman is no secret
these days. However, this appears
to be just the tip of the iceberg,
as there are likely collaborations
that remain undisclosed—such
as the two major shocks dealt to
Netanyahu during Iran’s secret
negotiations with the U.S. and
Yemen’s talks with the U.S. This
demonstrates that Oman could, at
any moment, advance a political
project for Iran on a global or re-
gional scale, one that even foreign
intelligence services might be un-
aware of.

In the Arabian Peninsula,
Oman—due to structural fac-
tors such as religious isolation,
geography, and civilizational as-
pirations—seeks a partner, even
an ally, beyond the region. Simi-
larly, Iran looks for a reliable and
steadfast companion in that area.
Both countries, recognizing these
points and guided by their respec-
tive foreign policy doctrines, have
gradually moved from initially
lukewarm relations toward strate-
gic cooperation over the past four
decades.

Today, the Islamic Republic of
Iran and Oman are aligned on
fundamental policies such as
preventing Israeli influence in
the region, resisting schemes to
partition West Asia, countering
extremism, fostering endoge-
nous regional security, promoting
peace and stability, advocating
coexistence, and respecting the
sovereignty of states. Relying on
these principles, Iran and Oman
have collaborated extensively in
the region, whether in Yemen,
supporting Palestine, countering
Israel’s influence in various cas-
es, preventing regional tensions,
and opposing unilateral interven-
tions by Western powers. In this
context, other sectors—military,
economic, and social—have also
seen growing progress, though
their level of engagement does
not yet match that of political re-
lations. While high-level military
agreements have been signed and
joint exercises conducted, this co-
operation must evolve to leverage
both sides’ technological capabil-
ities, particularly in Iranian arms
exports and shared expertise in
countering Israeli influence, a crit-
ical need for both nations. On the
economic front, despite signifi-
cant growth over the past decade,
Oman is not among Iran’s top five
trade and economic partners, nor
does Iran hold such a position
for Oman. This sector, despite
the attention of both countries’
leaders, still lags behind political
ties. Strengthening economic re-
lations would solidify Iran-Oman
relations further. In the realm of
public diplomacy, decisions and
actions must be taken to bring
these two Muslim, anti-Zionist,
and resilient nations closer to-
gether. Today, the people of Iran
and the people of Oman are unit-
ed like never before, particularly
in condemning Israel and stand-
ing firm in resistance against it.

Saturday - May 31, 2025

‘Our fingers are
on the trigger’:

~ Blingwol )
ilingua {)

Economic Yy

) NeWSPOPer ("
\ han )
e/

says Iran ready
for all scenarios

Broccoli vs. Cauliflower; ¢
[s One Healthier?

Source:

By:

Broccoli and cauliflower have similar
nutritional content when it comes to
carbs, fiber, and protein. Broccoli is
higher in vitamin C and K, while cauli-
flower is higher in pantothenic acid and
vitamin B6. Both are great additions to
your diet.

Broccoli and cauliflower are two com-
mon cruciferous vegetables that are
often compared to each other.

Not only do both belong to the same
family of plants, they also share sever-
al similarities in terms of nutrition and
health benefits.

However, there are a few noteworthy

differences.

This article reviews the similarities and
differences between broccoli and cau-
liflower to determine whether one is
healthier than the other.

Nutritional differences

Broccoli and cauliflower are both low in
calories and brimming with a variety of
important vitamins and minerals.

Both are especially high in fiber, an im-
portant nutrient that supports regulari-
ty, blood sugar control, and heart health
(1Trusted Source).

They each also contain a good amount
of vitamin C, which is involved in bone

formation, immune function, and
wound healing (2Trusted Source).

Plus, they’re rich in several other micro-
nutrients, including folate, potassium,
copper, and manganese.

Although there are many nutritional
similarities between the two vegetables,
there are a few differences as well.

For instance, broccoli contains a higher
amount of vitamins C and K, whereas
cauliflower provides slightly more pan-
tothenic acid and vitamin B-6.

Despite these minute differences, both
can be a nutritious addition to a healthy,
well-rounded diet.

Health benefits
Both broccoli and cauliflower have been
linked to a number of potential health
benefits.

Antioxidant content

Broccoli and cauliflower are both rich
in antioxidants, which are beneficial
compounds that can decrease cell
damage, reduce inflammation, and pro-
tect against chronic disease (5Trusted
Source).

Cancer prevention

Broccoli and cauliflower each contain a
concentrated amount of antioxidants,
which could potentially help protect

The commander of Iran’s Islamic
Revolution Guards Gorps (IRGC),
Major General Hossein Salami,
IRGC commander has firmly rejected any threats of
military action from the United
States or Israel, stressing that
Iran is fully prepared to confront

'against certain types of cancer.

and repel any aggression.
Speaking at an event in Hamadan
on Wednesday, Salami warned
American officials that Iran is
ready for all scenarios and will
never bow to external political
pressures.

Heart health

Some research suggests that adding a
few servings of broccoli or cauliflower
to your diet may improve heart health.
Uses

Broccoli and cauliflower can both be
consumed raw or cooked and used in a
variety of dishes.

Is one healthier?

Both broccoli and cauliflower can be
nutritious additions to a healthy diet.
Try enjoying a few servings of both per
week, along with a variety of other veg-
etables.

Trade between Iran and Austria reached $220 million in 2024, marking a five
percent increase from the previous year, according to the International Affairs
Department of the Iran Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Mines and Agricul-

ture (IRICA).

The report notes that bilateral trade between the two countries, which stood at
$1.2 billion in 1970, has significantly declined over the decades due to interna-
tional sanctions and geopolitical tensions.

Austria’s exports to Iran rose by six percent year-on-year to $190 million in
2024, while Iran’s exports to Austria remained unchanged at $30 million.
Austria’s main exports to Iran included industrial machinery, medical equip-

ment, and chemical products. In contrast, Iran’s primary exports to Austria con-
sisted of petrochemical products, pistachios, dried fruits, and Persian carpets.
The report described Austria as a pragmatic and low-conflict partner with
strong potential for collaboration, particularly in technology and energy. How-
ever, sanctions, EU pressures, and competition from China were identified as
major obstacles to expanding bilateral ties.
It concluded that unless sanctions are lifted and cooperation deepened, only
modest trade growth is expected through the end of 2025. Nonetheless, the
report emphasized that easing restrictions could pave the way for broader en-
gagement in key sectors such as engineering and infrastructure.

5 e |
Trade hetween Iran, Oman can reach

[ran, Turkey customs authorities
101 cooperation agreement

The customs chiefs of Iran and Tur-
key signed a bilateral cooperation
agreement during a meeting in which
both sides expressed determination to
boost trade ties.

According to the Islamic Republic of
Iran Customs Administration (IRICA),
Foroud Asgari, Iran’s deputy minister
of finance and economic affairs and
and head of the IRICA, met with Sezai
Ucarmak, Turkey’s deputy minister of
customs and trade.

The two officials emphasized that the
current level of trade and customs
cooperation does not reflect the coun-
tries’ technical capabilities and political
will.

Asgari stated that Iran aims not only
to restore previous trade records with
Turkey but to surpass them, given the
current conditions and available re-
sources.

He identified the Bazargan border
crossing as Iran’s top customs prior-
ity, calling it the most important land
border and expressing hope that it will
soon become a model for other cross-
ings.

Ucarmak highlighted the strategic
importance of both countries in the
region and said their trade exchanges
should match their historical, cultural,
and geopolitical significance.

The two sides agreed on the need to
enhance infrastructure, activate more
border crossings, and specifically in-
crease truck transit between the two
nations.

According to data from the Islamic Re-
public of Iran Customs Administration
(IRICA), Iran exported non-oil com-
modities valued at $189 million to Tur-
key in the first Iranian calendar month
of Farvardin (March 21-April 21).

The IRICA data showed that Turkey
was Iran’s fourth top non-oil export
destination in the mentioned month.
Exporting commodities valued at $538

million to Iran, Turkey was Iran’s third
source of non-oil import in the said
month, the IRICA report added.

As previously announced by Abolfazl
Akbarpour, the deputy head of IRICA
for planning and international affairs,
Iran exported non-oil commodities val-
ued at $6.8 billion to Turkey in the past
Iranian calendar year, which ended on
March 20, 2025.

Akbarpour said that Turkey was Iran’s
fourth top export destination in the
previous year.

Exporting commodities valued at
$12.4 billion to Iran, Turkey was lran’s
third top source of import in that year,
the official added.

On March 11, Iran’s ambassador to
Turkey announced a significant rise in
bilateral trade between Tehran and An-
kara, stating that the trade volume be-
tween the two nations reached $11.8
billion last year and has surpassed
$17.5 billion as of February this year.
The figure is expected to hit $19 billion
by year-end.

According to IRNA, citing Iran’s Min-
istry of Transport and Urban Develop-
ment, Mohammad-Hossein Habibol-
lahzadeh made the remarks during a
virtual session of the Iran-Turkey Joint
Transport Committee, emphasizing the
importance of transit development.
He noted that transit and transport
volumes between the two countries
have increased by $7.0 billion this
year, though further infrastructural
improvements are required in rail, air,
maritime, and port sectors.
Habibollahzadeh highlighted the signif-
icant traffic between Iran and Turkey,
stating that six million passengers and
approximately 330,000 trucks crossed
the two countries’ borders last year.
In response to the growing trade vol-
ume, both countries have agreed to
increase border crossings from three
to five. Expanding rail connectivity and

increasing flights are also part of the
agenda.

The envoy welcomed the swift fol-
low-up on recent meetings between
the two countries’ transport minis-
ters, which reflects a strong com-
mitment to expanding transport and
logistics cooperation. He expressed
hope that key decisions would be
made to further advance transport
ties between Iran’s Ministry of Trans-
port and Urban Development and
Turkey’s Ministry of Transport and
Infrastructure.

Iran’s Deputy Transport Minister Saeed
Rasouli, emphasized the strategic
importance of Iran and Turkey in the
southern Caspian Sea corridor linking
China to Europe. He said that transit
would remain a key subject in upcom-
ing ministerial talks between the two
countries.

Turkey’s Deputy Transport Minister,
Durmush Enver reaffirmed Ankara’s
commitment to expanding transport
and transit cooperation, underscoring
the need for modern infrastructure
and necessary investments. He also
stressed the importance of completing
the Iran-Turkey railway connection at
the Cheshmeh Soraya border crossing.
The meeting focused on maximizing
road, rail, maritime, and air transport
cooperation, as well as resolving exist-
ing transit challenges. Other key issues
included facilitating border crossings,
addressing restrictions and tariffs on
Iranian and Turkish fleets, and adjust-
ing fuel pricing for Turkish trucks in
[ran.

Discussions also covered the recently
launched Tehran-Van passenger train
and the possibility of extending the
route to Ankara and Istanbul. Both
sides reviewed rail freight operations,
plans to boost cargo transport, and the
status of empty freight wagons in both
countries.

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian
said that the value of trade between
Iran and Oman can reach $20 hil-
lion-$30 billion.

The president made the remarks in an
Iran-Oman Business Forum in Muscat
on Wednesday (May 28).
Emphasizing the position of Iran and
Oman in connecting regional markets,
the president said: “We can jointly
establish strategic ties with important
markets in the region and the world by
using our geopolitical capacity.”
Referring to his talks with Sultan
Haitham bin Tariq the previous day
and the agreements reached in these
talks, the president stated: “What is
most important today is to create
infrastructure to strengthen the con-
nection of land, sea and air routes be-
tween the two countries, because only
in such a context can commercial,
scientific, industrial and economic co-
operation be deepened.”

Tehran, Muscat explore banking co-
operation

Iran and Oman discussed ways to
boost banking ties during a meeting
between the Governor of the Central
Bank of Iran (CBI) and Oman’s Min-
ister of Commerce, Industry, and In-
vestment Promotion.

According to Oman’s state news agen-
cy, Qais bin Mohammed al-Yousef
held talks on Tuesday with Moham-
madreza Farzin in Muscat. The meet-
ing took place as part of Iranian Presi-
dent Masoud Pezeshkian’s official visit
to Oman aimed at strengthening bilat-
eral economic and financial relations.
The two sides reviewed measures to
enhance cooperation in trade and in-
vestment, ease financial transactions,
and streamline trade procedures be-
tween the two countries. Discussions
also focused on initiatives to support
joint economic projects, stimulate bi-
lateral trade, and facilitate private sec-
tor exchanges.

Both parties reaffirmed their commit-
ment to continued coordination and

$200-S30h: Pezeshkian

cooperation in areas of mutual inter-
est, with a shared goal of strengthen-
ing bilateral relations and promoting
sustainable economic growth.
President Pezeshkian arrived in Mus-
cat earlier on Tuesday at the invitation
of Omani Sultan Haitham bin Tarig Al
Said for a two-day visit. Following an
official welcome ceremony, Pezeshki-
an held a private meeting with the Sul-
tan at Al Alam Palace before high-level
delegations from both countries con-
vened for broader talks.

Muscat is the tenth international des-
tination Pezeshkian has visited since
taking office, following trips to Iraq,
the United States, Qatar, Turkmeni-
stan, Russia (twice), Tajikistan, Egypt,
and Azerbaijan. These visits align with
his administration’s focus on fostering
neighborhood diplomacy, balanced
engagement, and expanded regional
and international cooperation.

The official visit to Oman marks a
significant step in the Iranian govern-
ment’s ongoing efforts to strengthen
regional ties and deepen bilateral rela-
tions with Muscat.

Iran, Oman should move towards de-
fining joint investment projects

The head of Iran Chamber of Com-
merce, Industries, Mines and Agricul-
ture (ICCIMA), who has also travel to
Muscat, at the head of a trade delega-
tion, attended a conference to review
trade opportunities between Iran and
Oman and presented seven proposals
to deepen Iran-Oman relations in the
economic field. He believes that mov-
ing towards defining joint investment
projects is a suitable solution in this
direction.

Addressing the conference, Samad
Hasanzadeh said that the presence
of entrepreneurs from Iran and Oman
in this valuable conference indicates
the serious interest of the private
sectors of the two countries in com-
prehensively deepening relations and
promoting bilateral economic cooper-
ation.
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