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Iran exports non-oil
goods worth $401m
to Iraq in a month

Iran exported non-oil commodities
valued at $401 million to Iraq in the
first Iranian calendar month of Far-
vardin (March 21-April 21), accord-
ing to data from the Islamic Republic
of Iran Customs Administration (IR-
ICA).

The IRICA data showed that Iraq was
Iran’s second top non-oil export des-
tination in the mentioned month.

As previously announced by Abolfazl
Akbarpour, the deputy head of IRICA
for planning and international affairs,
Iran exported non-oil commodities
valued at $11.9 billion to Iraq in the
past lranian calendar year 1403,
which ended on March 20.

Abolfazl Akbarpour, the deputy head
of IRICA for planning and interna-
tional affairs, said that Iraq was Iran’s
second top non-oil export destina-
tion in the previous year.
Considering Iran’s vast export capac-
ity and Iraq’s large market for Iranian
goods, both sides want to expand
the volume of bilateral economic ex-
changes.

Iran and Iraq have set a target of $20
billion in annual trade, and business-
men and authorities of both coun-
tries are determined to meet that
target.

In late May 2024, the head of the
Department of Spatial Planning and
Regional Planning of the Iranian
Planning and Budget Organization
(PBO) said that Iran exports some
2,200 products, valued at $12 billion,
to neighboring Iraq annually.
Speaking in a meeting entitled “Re-
viewing opportunities and chal-
lenges of attracting Iraqi investors
and strengthening trade relations
between the two countries in line
with demarcating Iran in the regional
value chain”, Jafar Hosseini said that
Irag, benefiting from $85 billion for-
eign currency reserves, 130 tons of
gold reserves, and 147 billion barrels
of proven reserves of crude oil, is
among the richest countries in West
Asia.

Currently, Iran exports over 2,200
various types of goods and products
to Irag, he said, adding that more
than half of the active Iranian traders
are present in the Iragi market.
Developing the trade infrastructures
to facilitate trade between the two
countries, encouraging traders to in-
vest in Iraq, promoting trade through
dispatching and admitting trade del-
egations and participating in exhibi-
tions of the two countries, etc. are
suggested to strengthen the trade
and economic relations between Iran
and Iraqg, he underlined.

In an interview in mid-December last
year, the ambassador of Iran in Iraq
praised the economic relations be-
tween the two sides and expressed
hope that these relations will be
more and better.

Mohammad Kazem Ale-Sadeq an-
nounced the value of commercial ex-
changes between the two countries,
and stated that economic relations
between Iran and Iraq are very good,
and expressed hope that these rela-
tions will improve.

The envoy further noted: “Iraq is an
important country in the region, and
we have very important economic,
political, and social relations with
this neighbor.”

In early May 2024, Tehran hosted
the 6th meeting of the Iran-Iraq Joint
Economic Committee.

The two-day event was co-chaired by
the former Iranian Finance and Eco-
nomic Affairs Minister Ehsan Khan-
douzi and Iragi Minister of Com-
merce Atheer Daoud Al-Ghurairi.
On the first day of the meeting,
specialized committees including
commercial, industrial, agricultural,
standardization and quality control,
energy, finance, banking, investment
and Insurance, shipping, transport,
and Customs, scientific, education-
al, tourism, health, as well as sports
consulate held meetings to discuss
areas for cooperation.

The 18th meeting of the
Iran-Turkmenistan ~ Joint
Economic Committee is
being held during May 17-
21, hosted by Iran’s Minis-
try of Transport and Urban
Development, the ministry
announced on Saturday.
Amin Tarfo’, advisor to
the transport  minister
and head of the ministry’s
Center for International
Affairs, said the high-level
event will be co-chaired by
Iran’s Minister of Transport
and Urban Development
Farzaneh  Sadegh and
Turkmenistan’s  Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Rashid Meredov.
The first two days of the
gathering is  dedicated
to expert-level sessions
aimed at drafting a mem-
orandum of understanding
between the committee
secretaries of the two
countries.

On Monday, May 19,
Sadegh and Meredov will
review the outcomes of
the 17th committee meet-
ing and hold bilateral talks.
Following this, technical
working groups will dis-
Ccuss cooperation in a wide
range of sectors including
oil, gas, petrochemicals,
transportation, communi-
cations, entrepreneurship,
agriculture, environmental
protection, meteorology,
sports, tourism, and me-
dia.

The closing ceremony will
take place on Tuesday,
May 20, during which the
final memorandum of un-
derstanding from the 18th
Joint Economic Commit-
tee will be signed by both
sides.

On May 13, the head of the
Iran-Turkmenistan  Joint
Chamber of Commerce
said the two countries are
aiming to increase bilateral
trade by 30 percent, follow-
ing the first-ever exhibition
of Turkmenistan’s export
capabilities in Iran — an
event driven entirely by
private sector investment.
Ramazan Bahrami, who
also heads the Industry,
Mining and Trade House
of Golestan Province, de-
scribed the three-day event
held in Gorgan from May
4 t0 6 as a strategic mile-
stone in Iran-Turkmenistan
commercial relations and
a ftangible step toward
strengthening regional
economic diplomacy.

Held at the Gorgan Interna-
tional Exhibition Center, the
event featured 53 private
companies and 12 gov-
ernment institutions from
Turkmenistan, and attract-

ed significant interest from
Iranian industrialists and
businesspeople.

“This was the first time
since Turkmenistan’s inde-
pendence that such an ex-
hibition took place in Iran,
and Golestan Province had
the honor of hosting it,”
Bahrami said. “The exhibi-
tion was the result of con-
sensus between the private
sector and state institu-
tions, and the outcome ex-
ceeded expectations.”

He said the expo aimed to
expand trade exchanges
and showcase Turkmeni-
stan’s industrial and export
capacities to the Iranian
market. The idea for re-
ciprocal trade exhibitions
was first approved at the
17th  Iran-Turkmenistan
Joint  Economic  Com-
mittee meeting, and the
Iran-Turkmenistan  Joint
Chamber was tasked with
its implementation.
Bahrami emphasized that
the participation of both
countries’ private  sec-
tors in expert panels and
face-to-face  negotiations
provided fertile ground
for launching new part-
nerships. Preliminary
agreements were reached
in areas including pet-
rochemicals,  petroleum
products,  construction
materials, food industries,
textiles, and logistics,
which are expected to
boost bilateral trade once
finalized.

According to Bahrami,
trade between the two
countries reached nearly
$600 million last year. With
the momentum created
by this exhibition and new
commercial interactions,
Iran and Turkmenistan are
now targeting a minimum
30 percent increase in
that figure. “Some of this
growth will materialize in
the coming months, and
the rest will be reflected in
next year’s export statis-
tics,” he said.

Explaining the choice of
Golestan as the host prov-
ince, Bahrami pointed to
strategic ethnic, cultural,
and geographical ties.
“Over one million ethnic
Turkmens live in Golestan
and North Khorasan, cre-
ating a natural platform for
expanding economic, cul-
tural, and social relations
with Turkmenistan.”

He noted that the event
was funded entirely by
the private sector, with the
government offering over-
sight, support, and facili-
tation. “This model proves
that meaningful outcomes

can be achieved when the
private sector is empow-
ered.”

Bahrami added that the
exhibition attracted dele-
gations from other Central
Asian countrigs, turning
it into a broader regional
platform rather than just a
bilateral affair.

Looking ahead, he said
plans are underway to hold
a reciprocal Iranian trade
expo in  Turkmenistan’s
Balkan  Province. “We
expect this continued ex-
change to elevate bilateral
economic ties to a strate-
gic level.”

He also underscored Go-
lestan’s role as a gateway
to Iran’s northeastern
trade corridor, thanks to its
shared rail links with Turk-
menistan, the Incheh-Bo-
run Free Zone, port in-
frastructure, and cultural
affinities with Gentral Asia.
“If these opportunities are
matched with coordinated
support, we could witness
major  transformations
in exports, imports, and
technology transfer in the
coming years,” Bahrami
concluded.

On May 2, the deputy head
of Iran’s Chamber of Com-
merce, Industries, Mines
and Agriculture (ICCIMA)
called for the removal of
key structural barriers—
particularly in  banking,
transport, logistics, and
visa issuance—to unlock
the trade potential between
Iran and Turkmenistan.
Speaking at a joint busi-
ness forum held during
Iran Expo 2025, Peyman

Bagheri highlighted the
two countries’  shared
strengths  in energy,

mining, agriculture, and
tourism but said current
trade levels fail to reflect
those capacities. “Despite
deep-rooted historical,
cultural, and economic
ties, trade volumes remain
below potential and need a
more proactive approach,”
he said.

Bagheri urged joint cham-
bers of commerce and
trade associations to play
a more dynamic role in
connecting  supply and
demand and facilitating
cross-border business.

He described Iran Expo
2025 as a “golden oppor-
tunity” to showcase Iran’s
economic capabilities,
noting the participation of
more than 3,000 business-
people from 110 countries.
“The Iran Chamber has
mobilized all its resources
to make the most of this
platform,” he added.

Ramezan Bahrami, head
of the Iran—Turkmenistan
Joint Chamber of Com-
merce, said 2024 had been
a successful year for bilat-
eral trade and expressed
hope that 2025 would
usher in a new era of co-
operation.

He praised the role of both
presidents in building trust
between business com-
munities, highlighting the
creation of a joint council
and the need to respect
each other's regulations.

According to
Bahrami, trade

hetween the

two countries
reached nearly
600$ million

last year. With
the momentum
created by this
exhibition and
new commercial
interactions, Iran
and Turkmenistan
are now targeting
a minimum 30
percent increase in
that figure. “Some
of this growth will
materialize in the
coming months,
and the rest will
be reflected in
next year’s export
statistics,” he
said.

Bahrami also announced
the launch of a “Turkmen
Trade Center” in Iran,
aimed at helping Turkmen
consumers access Irani-
an goods at competitive
prices.

He further announced
plans for the first provincial
Iran—Turkmenistan exhibi-
tion in Gorgan, describing
it as part of broader efforts
to expand economic diplo-
macy.

Bahrami  urged joint
chambers to identify
market-specific  opportu-
nities and host technical
meetings to connect Ira-
nian tech firms with real
demand in neighboring
countries.

Seyyed Hossein Mirshafi’,
advisor to the lIranian
Minister of Transport and
Urban Development, called
the conference a step to-
ward strengthening neigh-

borhood, linguistic, and
logistical ties. He pointed
to recent high-level polit-
ical exchanges and major
agreements, including
a new memorandum of
understanding  between
the two countries’ railway
systems.

“Iran and Turkmenistan
have exceptional transit
potential that benefits not
only both nations but the
entire Central Asian re-
gion,” he said.

Mirshafi’ announced Iran’s
readiness to expand di-
rect flights between cities
such as Ashgabat, Gor-
gan, Bandar Abbas, and
Chabahar, and highlighted
investment opportunities
in regional transport—
especially in Afghanistan
and Irag—as a strategic
advantage.

He also mentioned special
rail freight discounts for
Turkmen traders operating
through the joint chamber
and outlined new facilities
aimed at easing cargo
transport procedures.

In early March, Iran-Turk-
menistan Joint Chamber
of Commerce announced
the formation of a special
economic  consortium
aimed at enhancing ex-
ports and trade exchanges
between the two coun-
tries, with support from
their joint chambers of
commerce.

At that time, Bahrami said
that the establishment of
the consortium has been
met with broad support
from economic operators
and provides a valuable
opportunity to streamline
trade, facilitate invest-
ment, and remove com-
mercial barriers between
the two nations.

He emphasized the con-
sortium’s role in fostering
sustainable trade rela-
tions, describing it as an
effective tool for increas-

ing exports, attracting
investment, and easing
economic  interactions.

He noted that the initiative
creates a structured plat-
form for Iranian business-
es to enter the Turkmen
market strategically and
unlocks new opportunities
for bilateral cooperation.
Bahrami added that the
consortium,  developed
with private-sector partic-
ipation under the frame-
work of the Iran-Turk-
menistan Joint Chamber
of Commerce, is expected
to expand trade volume,
reduce business Ccosts,
and strengthen regional
economic ties.

He welcomed the broad
participation of Iranian
companies in the initiative,
saying their involvement
would pave the way for
sustainable trade growth
and facilitate access to
Central Asian markets.
Iran and Turkmenistan,
two neighboring countries
sharing a border of over
1,000 kilometers, have de-
veloped strong trade and
economic relations over
the years. Since Turkmen-
istan’s independence from
the Soviet Union in 1991,
the two nations have
collaborated in various
sectors, including energy,
transportation, and infra-
structure development.

In terms of trade, Iran
is  Turkmenistan’s sec-

Tehran hosting Iran-Turkmenistan [Sth Joint Economic Committee meeting

ond-largest trading part-
ner after Russia. Joint
projects such as the
Friendship Dam and the
Korpeje—Kordkuy gas
pipeline highlight the ex-
tensive cooperation be-
tween the two countries.
However, trade volumes
have fluctuated in recent
years. For instance, trade
between the two nations
reached $3.2 billion in
2008 but dropped to $1.2
billion in 2009 due to de-
clining oil and gas prices.
These wide-ranging col-
laborations in  energy,
transportation, and infra-
structure underscore the
significance of Iran-Turk-
menistan economic ties,
contributing to regional
economic integration and
development.

In late April, Iran’s Vice
President and head of the
Planning and Budget Or-
ganization (PBO) Seyed
Hamid Pourmohammadi
met with Turkmen Pres-
ident Serdar Berdimu-
hamedow to discuss ways
to deepen bilateral coop-
eration across a range of
sectors.
Pourmohammadi,  who
was in Turkmenistan to
attend the first Economic
Cooperation Organization
(ECO) Sustainable Devel-
opment Forum, held talks
with the Turkmen presi-
dent in Arkadag, the host
city of the two-day event.
The two sides exchanged
views on expanding ties
in political, economic, and
cultural spheres, as well
as strengthening trade
relations.
Pourmohammadi  also
met with Turkmen Dep-
uty Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Rashid
Meredov to explore ave-
nues for enhanced politi-
cal and economic collab-
oration.

In a separate meeting with
Nookerguly  Atagulyyev,
Deputy Prime Minister
for Trade and head of the
Union of Industrialists and
Entrepreneurs of Turk-
menistan, the Iranian of-
ficial discussed strategies
to boost economic and
commercial cooperation
between the two coun-
tries.

Also, during the trip of
Iranian  Transport and
Urban Development Min-
ister  Farzaneh  Sadeq
to Turkmenistan in late
March, officials from the
two countries discussed
the expansion of relations
in different economic and
transport areas.

In a meeting between
Sadeq and Turkmenistan’s
Foreign  Affairs  Minis-
ter Rashit Meredow, on
March 28, the two sides
reviewed the roadmap for
economic cooperation be-
tween the two countries.
The Iranian minister an-
nounced the hosting of the
next meeting of the two
countries Joint Economic
Committee in Tehran in
the last week of the Iranian
calendar month Khordad
(mid-May) and discussed
issues related to transpor-
tation cooperation and the
export of technical and en-
gineering services.

Issues related to energy,
electricity, and gas were
also discussed by the offi-
cials of the two countries.

Monthly steel
ingot output rises
4.6% on year

Production of steel ingot in Iran
increased by 4.6 percent during
the first month of the current
Iranian calendar year, Farvardin
(March 21-April21), as com-
pared to the first month in the
previous year.

As reported, 3.312 million tons
of steel ingots was produced
in the first month of this year,
while the figure was 3.166 mil-
lion tons in the same month of
the past year.

According to the latest report
by the World Steel Association
(WSA), Iran’s crude steel pro-
duction reached 3.3 million tons
in March, marking a 3.7 percent
year-on-year increase. The rise
coincided with a broader global
uptick in steel output during the
third month of 2025.

The association’s monthly re-
port, which analyzes global steel
production trends, shows that
worldwide crude steel output
reached 166.1 million tons in
March 2025—up 2.9 percent
from March 2024. However,
cumulative global production
for the first quarter of 2025 fell
slightly by 0.4 percent year-on-
year to 468 million tons.
Despite the rebound in March,
Iranian steelmakers saw their
quarterly output drop by 12.8
percent compared to the same
period in 2024, producing a to-
tal of 7.3 million tons in the first
three months of this year. The
March recovery helped break a
consecutive decline recorded in
January and February.

China, the world’s largest steel
producer, maintained its lead
with 259.3 million tons in Q1,
reflecting a modest 0.6 percent
year-on-year rise. In March
alone, China produced 92.8 mil-
lion tons—up 4.6 percent from
a year earlier—making it a key
driver of the global surge.
Iran, along with Germany, reg-
istered the steepest quarterly
declines in steel production
among the top 10 global pro-
ducers. Nonetheless, Iran re-
tained its position as the world’s
10th largest steelmaker.

The report highlights that Iran’s
January production fell by 24.1
percent year-on-year to 2.2 mil-
lion tons, followed by a 21.8 per-
cent drop in February. March’s
year-on-year gain trimmed the
overall Q1 contraction to 12.8
percent.

In addition to Iran, Brazil and
Japan also posted positive
March figures. The year-on-year
changes in output for Brazil,
Iran, Japan, China, and India
stood at 7, 4.6, 6.6, 3.7, and 0.2
percent, respectively.

India solidified its position as
the second-largest producer,
with a notable 7 percent rise in
March output and a 6.8 percent
increase over the quarter.
While China’s steel output rose,
the World Steel Association
attributed the uptick to a re-
covery in new market demand
despite ongoing weakness in
the country’s real estate sector.
U.S. tariffs on Chinese steel ex-
ports in previous months had
curbed production, but the lat-
est growth suggests that China
may have tapped into new ex-
port destinations—posing new
challenges for Iranian exporters.
Among the world’s top 10
steel producers, five countries
recorded a decline in March
output compared to the same
month last year, according to
data collected from 69 nations.
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‘Iran’s stone indus-
try has $5b export
potential’

Iran’s natural stone industry has
the potential to reach $5.0 billion
in annual exports, but currently
earns less than $200 million, the
head of Iran Stone Association
said, warning that tapping into
foreign markets is the only path
forward for the struggling sector.
Behrouz Shokouhi made the re-
marks on Saturday during a press
conference ahead of the 15th
Tehran International Exhibition of
Building Stones. He noted that
although Iran ranks among the
world’s top five countries in terms
of stone reserves and production
capacity, it holds only a small
share of global exports.

“Heavy export duties and other
challenges have allowed countries
like Turkey to capture markets that
once belonged to Iran,” Shokouhi
said.

He emphasized that improved dip-
lomatic relations and the lifting of
sanctions could pave the way for
enhanced trade and broader inter-
national engagement, especially in
the stone sector.

Shokouhi also highlighted the
importance of trade fairs in show-
casing the latest innovations in
the industry. “Exhibitions demon-
strate how new technologies and
innovations are driving the growth
and productivity of Iran’s stone
sector,” he added.

Iran’s annual oil

exports hit $67b,

highest in a dec-
ade: CBI

Iran exported $67 billion worth
of oil in the Iranian calendar year
1403 (ended on March, 20, 2025),
marking its highest oil revenue in
the past decade, according to esti-
mates by the Central Bank of Iran
(CBI).

Data released by the CBI shows
Iran’s oil exports have fluctuated
significantly in recent years. In
1399 (March 2020-March 2021),
exports had dropped to $23 billion
amid intensified U.S. sanctions.
Since then, Iran’s oil revenues
have steadily climbed:

1400 (March 2021-March 2022):
$38 billion

1401 (March 2022—-March 2023):
$55 billion

1402 (March 2023-March 2024):
$56 billion

1403 (March 2024-March 2025):
$67 billion

The latest figure represents a
sharp rebound and underscores
Iran’s increased crude shipments
despite ongoing international re-
strictions.

Iran’s oil production has been on
an upward trend in recent months
despite U.S. sanctions and geo-
political pressures. The country
managed to increase its output
steadily throughout 2024, adding
more than 370,000 bpd compared
to the previous year. The rise in
production has been supported by
the government’s efforts to boost
investment in upstream projects
and secure alternative trade routes
for its crude exports.

In addition to increasing output,
Iran has been working to expand
its oil sales, particularly to Asian
markets, where demand remains
strong. China continues to be a
key buyer of Iranian crude, while
other regional customers have
also shown interest in maintaining
supplies despite Western pres-
sure.

The resilience of Iran’s oil industry
has been evident even in the face
of tightening restrictions.
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Is Weiaht Giam Com-
mon i Menopanse?

Source:

By:

At least half of all people who go through
menopause experience weight gain, ac-
cording to the British Menopause Society.
Some research suggests that this value
could be as high as 60% to 70%.

Weight gain is a natural part of aging. But
people with ovaries may experience accel-
erated weight gain during perimenopause
(the transition period to menopause). As
weight gain accelerates rapidly during per-
imenopause, many people find themselves
entering postmenopause with  excess
weight.

According to the Centers for Disease Con-

trol and Prevention (CDC), 43.3%Trusted
Source of women ages 40 to 59 years have
obesity.

While weight gain may be concerning, the
changing body composition during peri-
menopause may greatly affect your health.
During perimenopause, it's common to
gain abdominal fat and lose muscle mass.
This can increase your risk of metabolic
and cardiovascular diseases.

How much weight do people typically
gain during menopause?

Research suggests that people gain, on
average, 1 pound (Ib), which is 0.45 kilo-
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grams (kg) per year during the menopause
transition, though this can vary signifi-
cantly. Some studies suggest an average
weight gain of 22 Ib or 10 kg by the end of
the transition.

People of different racial or ethnic back-
grounds may experience different changes
to their body composition during meno-
pause. A 2019 study found that white and
Black people experienced similar changes.
However, Japanese and Chinese women in
the study did not have significant weight
gain.

How can | prevent weight gain during

menopause?

Experts recommend planning for peri-
menopausal weight gain in your late 30s,
though it's never too late to take steps to
help manage your weight. Key factors in-
clude:

e Nutrition: You may benefit from a calo-
rie-reduced diet (about 1,300 calories per
day) during menopause. However, check
with a healthcare professional to ensure
you are getting enough nutrition.

* Physical activity: Experts recommend 150
to 300 minutes of moderate-intensity activ-
ity or 75 to 150 minutes of vigorous activity

Fakhrian played for Shams
Azar last season and Amin
Kazemian was a member of
Aluminum last season.

Persepolis came third in the
2024/25 Iran Persian Gulf
Professional League (PGPL).

each week, as well as strength or resistance
training at least 2 days each week.

* Medications: If you're having difficulty
managing your weight with diet or exercise,
adoctor may prescribe weight loss medica-
tion. Hormone therapy may also help.

Be mindful that losing weight — or even
preventing weight gain — during meno-
pause can be challenging. It is difficult to
manage the changes your body is going
through. Be patient with yourself and
check in with a healthcare profession-
al if you have any concerns about your
weight.

Iran’s National Cartographic Center and Russia’s Federal Service for
State Registration, Cadastre and Cartography (Rosreestr) have signed
a memorandum of understanding to boost bilateral cooperation in

mapping technologies.

The agreement was signed on the sidelines of the 16th Russia—Islamic
World: Kazan Forum in the city of Kazan. According to a statement by
the Iranian organization on Friday, the memorandum aims to facilitate
the exchange of mapping technologies, enhance geospatial infrastruc-
ture, and implement joint geomatics projects.

Officials described the agreement as a key step in deepening technical

and scientific collaboration between the two countries in the field of
geospatial science.
Atrilateral meeting was also held with representatives from Iran, Rus-
sia, and Qatar to strengthen cooperation in surveying and geospatial
engineering. During the meeting, Iran’s National Cartographic Center
presented its capabilities and ongoing projects in the geospatial sector.
The discussions focused on expanding international cooperation and
leveraging advanced geospatial technologies. All sides emphasized
the importance of joint efforts and knowledge exchange to promote
innovation in the field.

[rantan envoy engages Pope Leo X1V
stresses mterfaich diplomacy for peace

SR

Iran’s Ambassador to the Holy See,

Hojjatoleslam Mohammad-Hossein
Mokhtari, met with Pope Leo XIV on Sat-
urday during a gathering of diplomats
accredited to the Vatican.

The meeting underscored hopes for
enhanced cultural, religious, and diplo-
matic collaboration between the Islamic
Republic of Iran and the Holy See under
the new papacy.

Ambassador Mokhtari, extending con-
gratulations on the Pope’s election as
the 267th leader of the Catholic Church,
expressed optimism that “fresh avenues
for expanding interactions between Iran
and the Vatican will emerge during this
new chapter of leadership.”

He emphasized the potential of interfaith
cooperation to “play an effective role in
strengthening peace, justice, and coex-
istence,” aligning with Iran’s longstand-
ing advocacy for dialogue among civili-

zations.

Pope Leo XIV, addressing diplomats in
his first major audience since his elec-
tion, described his mission within the
context of the ongoing Jubilee Year of
Hope, calling it “a time for conversion,
renewal, and an opportunity to leave
conflicts behind.”

The pontiff stressed that peace must be-
gin in regions “suffering most grievous-
ly,” specifically naming “Ukraine and the
Holy Land [Palestine],” while reiterating
his commitment to multilateral diploma-
cy and disarmament.

The meeting followed Pope Leo XIV’s
earlier appeals for an immediate cease-
fire in Gaza. During his inaugural Regina
Coeli address, he urged humanitarian aid
access and emphatically declared, ‘Never
again to war!’

Pope Leo XIV, formerly Cardinal Robert
Francis Prevost, assumed the papacy
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on May 8, following the passing of Pope
Francis.

His inauguration mass, scheduled for
May 28, will mark the formal commence-
ment of his leadership and is expected to
draw international dignitaries, including
Reza Salehi-Amiri, Iran’s Minister of
Cultural Heritage, who will represent the
country at the ceremony.

The pontiff, who holds dual U.S. and Pe-
ruvian citizenship, has prioritized themes
of interreligious dialogue and social jus-
tice, issues resonant with Iran’s diplo-
matic agenda.

In his address to diplomats, the Pope
emphasized three pillars of his mission:
peace, justice, and truth.

He described peace as “an active and
demanding gift,” requiring humility and
dialogue, while urging governments to
address global inequalities and invest in
families as the foundation of society.

[ran, Tayikistan eve closer ties as
foreton ministers convene n Tehran
"

Tajikistan’s Foreign Minister Sirojid-
din Muhriddin, who is visiting Iran
to attend the 14th Tehran Dialogue
Forum, held talks with Iranian Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi on Saturday
morning.

In their meeting, the two sides ex-
changed views on ways to further
enhance economic and trade coop-
eration between Iran and Tajikistan,
expand cultural and security collabo-
ration, and facilitate people-to-people
exchanges between the two nations.
They highlighted the deep cultural,
linguistic, and civilizational ties be-
tween the two countries and called
for the strengthening of comprehen-
sive relations within the framework of
their historical and brotherly bonds.
The two foreign ministers also dis-
cussed recent regional and global de-
velopments, expressing concern over
the situation in West Asia and under-
lining the need for continued regional
cooperation—especially concerning
Afghanistan.

Iran urges swift implementation of
Armenia-Azerbaijan peace treaty
During a meeting with Armen Grigo-
ryan, Secretary of Armenia’s Security
Council, in Tehran on Saturday, Irani-
an Foreign Minister Araghchi empha-
sized that swift implementation of the
peace agreement between Armenia
and Azerbaijan is essential for lasting
stability and security in the region.
“Iran calls for the acceleration of the

e ' £ »
conclusion of a peace agreement be-
tween the two countries to stabilize
lasting peace and assist in the pro-
cess of comprehensive development
and progress in the region,” Araghchi
stated.

He added that the Islamic Republic of
Iran, which maintains good relations
with both Armenia and Azerbaijan, is
ready to make every effort to expedite
the signing and enforcement of the
agreement.

In March, Armenia and Azerbaijan
agreed on the text of a peace deal
aimed at ending nearly four decades
of conflict between the two South
Caucasus neighbors. Under the
agreement, Yerevan has accepted to
relinquish its claims to Karabakh.
The long-contested region of Karab-
akh, which was the flashpoint of two
major wars—in the 1990s and in
2020—has always been internation-
ally recognized as part of Azerbaijan,
which regained control of the areain a
rapid one-day military operation.
Araghchi noted the strong relations
between Iran and Armenia and reaf-
firmed Tehran’s willingness to further
strengthen friendly ties based on
mutual respect. He also reiterated
Iran’s consistent position on the Ira-
nian people’s right to peaceful nuclear
energy and briefed the Armenian offi-
cial on the latest developments in the
indirect negotiations with the United
States.
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