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Morning Coffee May Help
You Live Longer, Reduce
Cardiovascular Disease Risk
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No script can split
China: Xizang’s story
isn’t theirs to tell

Since last year, a number of “pro-Xi-
zang independence” films have pre-
miered one after another and two are
reportedly set to be screened during
this year’s Cannes Film Festival peri-
od, though not as part of the festival
itself. Both films attempt to white-
wash the 14th Dalai Lama and por-
tray the so-called “Tibetans in exile”
in a sympathetic light. This reflects
the Dalai Lama’s long-standing tac-
tic of using film festivals to generate
momentum and draw international
attention and sympathy to the so-
called “Xizang issue” once again.

A large amount of archaeological
and documentary evidence has long
since shown that Xizang has been
an inseparable part of China. On
May 23, 1951, the Central People’s
Government and the local govern-
ment of Xizang signed the “Agree-
ment on Measures for the Peaceful
Liberation of Xizang.” Known as the
“17-Article Agreement,” it marked
Xizang’s peaceful liberation. On Oc-
tober 24, the 14th Dalai Lama sent
atelegram to Chairman Mao Zedong
of the Central People’s Government,
publicly stating that he would sup-
port and implement the agreement.
However, after 1957, the 14th Dalai
Lama colluded with the separatist
forces of the upper echelons of Xi-
zang to support the expansion of the
rebellion from local areas to a full-
scale armed rebellion and openly
tore up the “17-Article Agreement.”
In March 1959, in an attempt to
preserve the feudal serfdom system
in Xizang, the reactionary forces
in Xizang’s upper class launched
an armed rebellion. The 14th Dalai
Lama fled to India and set up an
illegal so-called “Tibetan govern-
ment-in-gxile,” aiming to split China
and achieve the “independence of
Xizang.”

Since going into exile in 1959, the
Dalai group has been bankrolled by
Western forces led by the United
States to engage in the “Xizang in-
dependence” cause of splitting the
country. For example, the US-based
Tibet Fund, which is primarily fund-
ed by the US government, has pro-
vided the Dalai group with millions
of dollars annually. In recent years,
the US government has spent tens
of millions of dollars annually sup-
porting the Dalai group.

The separatist activities of the Dalai
group are closely connected to the
anti-China needs of the US and the
West. The Dalai group has become
a tool for the US and the West to
contain China. The US and the West
support the Dalai Lama group and
focus on the so-called “Xizang is-
sue” not out of concern for Xizang
culture, religion, and human rights,
but entirely for anti-China political
purposes. The US’s support for the
Dalai Lama has not only created a
rift between China and the so-called
“exiled Tibetans,” but also under-
mined the improvement and devel-
opment of China-US relations.

In recent years, more and more
Xizang compatriots overseas have
come to detest separatist activities.
They either dissociate themselves
from separatist groups or return
to China to do their utmost to con-
tribute to building their homeland.
Meanwhile, those who are solely
intent on separatism have become
like rats running across the street,
despised by the Chinese people.
On March 28, 2025, China’s State
Council Information Office released
the white paper “Human Rights in
Xizang in the New Era.” As said, to-
day, Xizang enjoys political stability,
ethnic unity, economic development,
social harmony, and amity among
different religions. Its environment
is sound and its people live secure
and happy lives. This progress rep-
resents a remarkable achievement
in protecting human rights on the
snowy plateau.
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[ran's envoy i ﬂman prwate sector well-posicioned to enter Omani markel

Iran’s Ambassador to Oman
Mousa Farhang says the Arab
country’s economic ecosystem
is favorable for Iranian private
sector companies, encourag-
ing firms to begin with small-
er-scale projects to establish a
foothold in the Omani market.
During a visit to the Tehran
Chamber of Commerce pavilion
at the Oman Qil and Energy Ex-
hibition, Farhang met with Irani-
an business representatives and
company delegates, expressing
optimism about Oman’s poten-
tial as a destination for Iranian
private investment.

“The Omani market is open and
welcoming, especially for pri-
vate Iranian firms. It's not nec-
essary to start with large-scale
projects; even small collabo-
rations can lead to meaningful
long-term partnerships,” Far-
hang said, according to a state-
ment from the Tehran Chamber
of Commerce.

Saeed Tajik, head of the Teh-
ran Chamber’s delegation to
the exhibition, highlighted the
chamber’s commitment to sup-
porting exporters and attracting
foreign investment. He urged
Iran’s embassy in Oman to con-
tinue facilitating private sector
engagement.

Tajik emphasized Iran’s com-
petitive advantages in oil and
gas, engineering services, food
industries, and agriculture,

suggesting these sectors are
well-suited for sustainable and
competitive activities in Oman.
At the end of the visit, Ambassa-
dor Farhang invited the Tehran
Chamber delegation to continue
discussions at the Iranian em-
bassy in Muscat.

Iran, Oman move toward ener-
gy cooperation

In a related development, Saeed
Tajik—who also chairs the Teh-
ran Chamber’s Energy and En-
vironment Committee—visited
various booths at the exhibition
and met with officials from
Oman’s Ministry of Energy and
Minerals.

During these talks, both sides
agreed to exchange lists of ac-
tive companies in the energy
and mining sectors and dis-
cussed mutual recognition of
qualified Iranian firms by the
Omani ministry to facilitate joint
ventures and economic cooper-
ation.

The two parties agreed to for-
malize their partnership by
signing a memorandum of un-
derstanding (MOU) between the
Ministry of Energy and Minerals
of Oman and the Tehran Cham-
ber of Commerce in the near
future.

In an interview with IRNA in ear-
ly February, Abdolamir Rabiha-
vi, the director general for West
Asia at Iran’s Trade Promotion
Organization (TPO), highlighted
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negotiations in Muscat (at that
time) between Iran’s Industry,
Mining, and Trade Minister
Mohammad Atabak and Omani
officials, adding that Atabak led
a delegation of government offi-
cials, traders, and private-sector
manufacturers to Oman for the
21st Joint Economic Committee
meeting.

He stated that the committee
covered various trade and logis-
tics issues, resulting in numer-
ous agreements, many of which
stemmed from a year of nego-
tiations.

A key achievement of the meet-
ing was the participation of
private-sector representatives,
coordinated by the Iran Cham-
ber of Commerce and the Iran-
Oman Joint Chamber of Com-
merce.

On the sidelines of the event,
bilateral meetings were held
with Omani counterparts, and
Iranian representatives toured
Omani industrial and invest-
ment units, gaining insights into
Oman’s market and production
landscape.

Discussions also addressed
trade volume, customs and visa
facilitation for businesses, mar-
itime transit, leveraging Iran as
a transit hub for Eurasian Eco-
nomic Union exports to Oman,
and ways to boost bilateral
trade.

Rabihavi highlighted the signing

of a cooperation agreement be-
tween Iran and Oman and noted
that Atabak met separately with
Oman’s transport minister, en-
ergy and mining minister, and
the head of the Omani Invest-
ment Authority. The ministers
then signed the joint commit-
tee’s agreements and minutes.

Additionally, negotiations on
a preferential trade agreement
were extended, with plans to
finalize and sign the document
soon. The agreement aims to
lower tariffs and facilitate trade.
The joint committee meeting
yielded significant  achieve-
ments for Iran. If these agree-
ments materialize, trade will
grow. Oman has free trade
agreements with several coun-
tries, including Persian Gulf
Cooperation Council members,
which Iran can leverage for
re-exporting its goods,” he con-
cluded.

The 21st meeting of the Iran-
Oman Joint Economic Commit-
tee, which was held in Muscat
on January 25, was described
by the Iranian minister of in-
dustry, mining, and trade as
distinct from the previous 20
gatherings, focused on three
key agendas.

Mohammad Atabak has high-
lighted the signing of the MOU
and elaborated on the meeting’s
agenda.

The first agenda item addressed
the establishment of a prefer-
ential trade agreement and the
elimination of tariffs between
the two countries. Atabak stat-
ed that this initiative had been
approved.

The second agenda item in-
volved supporting joint invest-
ments between Iran and Oman.
Atabak announced that both na-
tions had reached an agreement
on this issue.

The third agenda focused on
necessary administrative and
customs collaborations to facil-
itate trade. The minister noted
that required planning and task
allocation had been completed,
and this initiative is expected to
yield results shortly.

In meetings with Omani minis-
ters of trade and energy and the
chairman of Oman’s investment

authority on the sidelines of the
joint cooperation meeting, the
two sides also explored avenues
of cooperation in various areas.
In a meeting with Oman’s min-
ister of transport and com-
munications, Atabak explored
strategies to facilitate the
transportation of goods, pas-
sengers, and commercial ex-
changes. This discussion aimed
to expand economic and trade
cooperation between the two
nations.

Also, speaking to IRNA follow-
ing a meeting with the gover-
nor of Iran’s West Azarbaijan
province, in late April, the head
of the Chamber of Commerce
for Northeast Oman said West
Azarbaijan offers exceptional
development potential, adding
that Oman is ready to invest in
the region.

Mohammad  bin  Nasser
Al-Maskari expressed a strong
willingness to expand bilateral
cooperation with the province’s
Chamber of Commerce.

He highlighted key opportuni-
ties in tourism, mining, and ag-
riculture that could mark a turn-
ing point in economic relations
between Iran and Oman.
Al-Maskari praised the prov-
ince’s historical and tourism
assets, saying Oman plans
to begin practical investment
steps in the hospitality and
tourism sectors before the end
of 2025.

Referring to West Azarbaijan
Governor Reza Rahmani as an
internationally recognized fig-
ure in industry and economy,
Al-Maskari noted that Rahma-
ni’s strong ties with Omani offi-
cials could significantly ease the
investment process.

He emphasized that Oman ini-
tially seeks to focus on partner-
ships in tourism, agriculture,
and food industries.

Al-Maskari  further remarked
that during President Masoud
Pezeshkian’s  administration,
cooperation between Iran and
the Persian Gulf states has been
steadily growing. He announced
that Oman would soon host
delegations from West Azarbai-
jan’s tourism sector to discuss
expanding collaboration.

Products worth S800,000 exported from Chahahar K17 m a month

Iran’s Free Zones High Council announced that
commodities valued at $800,000 were exported
from Chabahar Free Trade Zone, in southeast of the
country, during the first Iranian calendar month Far-
vardin (March 21-April 21).

The council announced that the value of imports to
the zone was $13.3 million in Farvardin, so, Chaba-
har FTZ experienced a negative trade balance of
$12.5 million in the first month.

Raw materials, consumer goods, and vehicles were
the major goods imported to the zone in the men-
tioned month.

Lying on the coast of the Gulf of Oman in Iran’s
southeastern Sistan-Baluchestan Province, Chaba-
har is the country’s only oceanic port and given its
strategic location in the International North-South
Transport Gorridor (INSTC) development of the port
is of high significance for Iran, so the government
has some major projects to create multi-dimension-
al transportation facilities in this port.

As reported by Iran’s Free Zones High Council, the
trade balance of the country’s free trade zones was
$41.463 million positive in Farvardin.

The total export of goods and services from these
zones in the first month reached $100.85 million. In
contrast, the imports from the free zones, excluding
machinery, were announced at $59.207 million, in-
dicating a positive trade balance of $41.643 million.
In mid-February, Iran’s Free Zones High Council
Secretary Reza Masrour stated that regulatory re-
strictions in free trade zones have hindered their
intended function in recent years.

He pointed to past policies, such as the ban on ve-
hicle imports into free zones while allowing them in
mainland Iran, as an example of such constraints.
However, recent government efforts have led to the

removal of several limitations.

He emphasized the council’s focus on enhancing
the export role of free trade zones, as a significant
portion of their production has historically been di-
rected toward the domestic market, contradicting
their core purpose. The new policy framework aims
to steer businesses toward export-driven produc-
tion.

Masrour highlighted that while free trade zones
are more service- and commerce-oriented, special
economic zones focus primarily on production and
exports.

To improve export performance, new incentives
have been introduced for production units engaged
in exports.

Additionally, the council has partnered with Iran’s
Trade Promotion Organization (TPO) to establish
export management companies in free zones to fa-
cilitate international trade.

Masrour addressed concerns about smuggling in
free zones, stating that all import processes are re-
corded in official systems.

He also announced a shift in trade exhibition pol-
icies, stating that foreign exhibitions, which were
previously held outside free zones, have been lim-
ited due to high costs. Moving forward, exhibitions
will be held exclusively within free trade zones, en-
suring they target relevant markets and yield better
economic results.

The official revealed plans for a greater emphasis
on technology in free trade zones, and mentioned
the development of an Al assistant tailored for free
trade zones.

On international cooperation, he proposed the es-
tablishment of a Supreme Eurasia Trade Council
within Iran’s Foreign Ministry to strengthen ties

with regional economic blocs.

He noted ongoing discussions with Turkey and Paki-
stan about creating joint free trade zones, although
such projects require parliamentary approval.
Masrour concluded by affirming the council’s com-
mitment to enhancing the competitiveness of free
trade zones, increasing exports, and minimizing
smuggling, with continued government collabora-
tion to improve policies and investment conditions.
The establishment of free trade zones (FTZs) in
Iran dates back to the Iranian calendar year 1368
(March 1989 - March 1990) following the fall in the
country’s oil income in the preceding year which
prompted the government to promote non-oil ex-
ports.

The first two free trade zones of Iran were estab-
lished in the south of the country. The first one was
Kish Free Trade Zone established in 1368 on Kish
Island in the Persian Gulf and the second one was
Qeshm Free Trade Zone established the year after
on Qeshm Island in the Strait of Hormuz.

Some five other free trade zones have been also es-
tablished in the country since then, including Chaba-
har in southeastern Sistan-Baluchestan Province,
Arvand in southwestern Khuzestan Province, Anzali
in northern Gilan Province, Aras in East-Azarbaijan
Province and Maku in West-Azarbaijan Province,
both in the northwest of the country.

As the free trade and special economic zones have
great potential to accelerate economic develop-
ment, the development of existing free trade and
special economic zones and the establishment of
new zones has become one of the major econom-
ic approaches of the Iranian government, and the
government is determined to attract investment to
these zones.

Saturday - 2025 May 17 - No: 1880

ISFAHAN NEWS

Tehran hosting intl.
mining, foundry
exhibition

Iran on Tuesday opened the sec-
ond specialized exhibition on min-
ing, mineral industries, and related
machinery at Tehran’s Shahr-e
Aftab Exhibition Center, bringing
together over 100 companies to
showcase the country’s industrial
capabilities and technological ad-
vancements.

The four-day event, running from
May 13 to 16, spans 20,000
square meters and features two
concurrent expos: one focusing
on mining, construction machin-
ery, and infrastructure equipment,
and another dedicated to foundry,
mold-making, and parts manufac-
turing.

The exhibition aims to present the
latest innovations, machinery, and
technologies in mining and cast-
ing, offering a platform for produc-
ers, experts, investors, and buyers
to engage directly.

The mining section centers on
heavy equipment and infrastruc-
ture machinery, with displays
including various models of exca-
vators, bulldozers, loaders, dump
trucks, mining trucks, drilling rigs,
and crushing systems. The event
is designed to facilitate direct con-
nections between mining compa-
nies, construction contractors, and
machinery suppliers.

Held in parallel, the second spe-
cialized exhibition on foundry,
mold-making, and parts manufac-
turing showcases innovations in
components, machinery, raw ma-
terials, mold-making tools, and en-
gineering services. The presence
of major domestic firms highlights
the exhibition’s role in strength-
ening supply chains, reducing re-
liance on imports, and improving
the quality of local production.

South Korea offers
housing develop-
ment expertise to
Iran, eyes joint
urban projects in
2025

South Korea is ready to share its
successful housing development
experience with Iran, the country’s
ambassador to Tehran said, citing
lessons learned from South Ko-
rea’s rapid population growth and
housing crisis in the 1980s.
According to Iran’s Ministry of
Transport and Urban Develop-
ment, South Korean Ambassador
Kim Junpyo made the remarks
during a meeting with the head of
Urban Regeneration Corporation
of Iran. He said Seoul is planning
five joint projects with Iran in
2025, the most important of which
involves collaboration on housing
development through knowledge
exchange with the Iranian ministry.
“We believe this cooperation can
yield valuable results for both
countries,” Kim said, adding that a
joint housing seminar will be held
in Iran this year. The event aims
to enhance mutual understanding,
explore potential areas of coop-
eration, and attract South Korean
investment in Iran’s urban devel-
opment sector.

In response, Iran’s Deputy Trans-
port and Urban Development Min-
ister Abdolreza Golpayegani wel-
comed South Korean investment
in Iran’s urban renewal sector,
particularly in the redevelopment
of deteriorated urban areas.
Golpayegani noted Iran’s own
experience in revitalizing historic
neighborhoods and expressed
readiness to share this expertise
with South Korea.
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‘You think you can
get a deal by at-
tempting to scare
us?’

Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian broke with his
usual positive and calm de-
meanor as he addressed his
American counterpart during
a gathering in Western Iran,
saying that Donald Trump
would never manage to get
his way with Iran through
threats and lies.

Trump is currently in
West Asia, completing a
three-country tour of the
Persian Gulf. Apart from bil-
lion-dollar weapons and in-
vestment deals with Arabs,
his visit has so far featured
multiple provocative state-
ments against Iran, which the
president himself seems to
believe would ultimately help
him reach an agreement with
the country during ongoing
negotiations on its nuclear
program.

During his short but con-
troversial stay in the region,
the American president has
called Iran a supporter of
“terrorism” on multiple occa-
sions, referring to Resistance
groups Tehran has been back-
ing in the fight against Israeli
occupation. Trump has also
described Iran as the “big-
gest destructive” force in the
region, mocked the country’s
financial and economic strug-
gles stemming from decades
of U.S. sanctions, and said he
wants to sign a new nuclear
deal with Iran. He has said
“very bad things” will happen
if Iran does not agree to a new
deal.

“[Trump] is naive for think-
ing that he can come to our
region, threaten us, and hope
that we back down against
his demands. We will never
negotiate our dignity. This is
in the blood of every Iranian,”
Pezeshkian told a group of ac-
ademic elites during a gather-
ing in Kermanshah Province.
Pezeshkian said Trump is also
hoping to demotivate Iranians
and create divisions within the
country. “You will only achieve
that goal in your dreams. Iran
will continue its progress with
or without a deal.”

The Iranian president also
condemned Trump for sug-
gesting that Iran is support-
ing “terrorism”, reminding
him that he in fact ordered
the assassination of General
Qassem Soleimani, an Iranian
commander who spearhead-
ed the fight against Daesh
terrorists during the 2010s.
General Soleimani lost his life
in a 2020 U.S. drone attack in
Baghdad.

“You have tried to bring Iran
to its knees for the past 47
years. We have existed for
thousands of years and will
continue as one for the years
to come.”

Pezeshkian took office as Iran’s
president during the summer of
2024. He showed far more will-
ingness to negotiate a nuclear
deal with Washington com-
pared to his conservative rival,
after Trump unraveled the orig-
inal one in 2018. Nevertheless,
Pezeshkian’s confidence in the
U.S. administration seems to
be diminishing, as Trump and
his cabinet continue to express
a desire for diplomacy while
concurrently issuing military
threats and enacting fresh
sanctions against Iran.
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Iran come sSeg- 'an lost to Oman 2-0 (21-18, 14-
. 10) in the final match of the 10th
Ond in 2025 Asian Beach Handball Champion-
= ship held in Muscat, Oman.
Asian Beach

Morming Cotfee May Help You
Live Longer, Reduce Gardio-
vascular Disease Risk

Source:

By:

In case you needs another reason to start
your day with coffee, those who have a
cup of joe in the morning have a lower risk
of death from cardiovascular disease and
lower overall mortality risk compared to
those who drink coffee throughout the day
or don’t drink it at all.

Coffee drinking is widely acknowledged
for its health benefits — everything from
being linked to lower risk of type 2 diabe-
tes to supporting heart health. On the oth-

er hand, it can also adversely affect sleep
patterns and lead to feelings of agitation
and anxiety.

Morning coffee vs. all-day coffee

The observational study involved more
than 40,000 adults from the National
Health and Nutrition Examination Survey
(NHANES) and 1,463 adults from the
Women’s and Men’s Lifestyle Validation
Study.

Both surveys include health and lifestyle

data for a cross section of adults in the
United States, including questions about
coffee and caffeine consumption.

Almost half of the participants (48%) were
non-coffee drinkers, while the remaining
participants were divided into two groups
based on their coffee consumption pat-
tern. About one-third of participants were
“morning-type” coffee drinkers, meaning
they consumed almost all coffee before
noon, rarely consuming it in the afternoon

Handball Cham-
pionship

ceptional performance.

Additionally, Pakistan secured third

or evening.

The second group, the “all-day-type”
(16% of participants), preferred to con-
sume coffee spread throughout the day
and into the evening.

Only the morning coffee group demon-
strated significant risk reduction in all-
cause mortality and cardiovascular dis-
ease-related death.

Morning coffee linked to lower death risk
Over a nearly decade-long follow up peri-

Hudhaifa Al-Siyabi was named the
best player of the match for his ex-

place after defeating Jordan, while
in the women’s division, Vietnam
won the championship, followed by
the Philippines in second place, and
India in third.

Iran and Oman will represent Asia
in the IHF Beach Handball World
Championships.

od, researchers found that individuals who
consumed their coffee in the morning had
significantly lower risk of both all-cause
mortality and cardiovascular disease-relat-
ed death compared to non-coffee drinkers.
Compared to non-coffee drinkers, morn-
ing coffee drinkers had a 16% lower risk
of all-cause mortality, while cardiovascular
disease-related death risk decreased by
31%. There was no reduction in mortality
risk for all-day coffee drinkers.

[ran eves high-value exports to China, leverages Chinese e-commerce platform

Iran aims to boost exports of higher value-added goods to China
and facilitate the sale of Iranian products through a Chinese online
platform, the head of the country’s Trade Promotion Organization

(TPO) said.

According to a statement from the TPO, Mohammad-Ali Dehghan
Dehnavi, speaking at a meeting on the challenges facing Iran-China
economic relations, described China as Iran’s top trading partner
and a crucial commercial partner for many countries. “Trade with
China is strategic and essential for Iran. The opportunities and po-
tential in this area are significant, provided we concentrate more on

it,” he said.
Dehnavi, who also serves as deputy industry, mining and trade
minister, noted that the commercial opportunities in China surpass
Iran’s total trade with many other countries combined. “There is
no doubt that major achievements are possible in China,” he said.
Outlining the TPO’s foreign trade goals, Dehnavi stressed the need
to shift from exporting raw materials to higher-value products. “A
significant portion of our exports to China consists of raw materials.
Even without marketing efforts, buyers are coming to Iran for these
goods,” he said.

Shahid Bahomar Port: strategic
overview, operational capahilicies

Shahid Bahonar Port is located in Hor-
mozgan province, within Bandar Abbas
county, on the northern coast of the
Persian Gulf.

The port lies 1,333 kilometers from Teh-
ran and is positioned just 8 kilometers
west of the city of Bandar Abbas. Its
coordinates are 27°08’N and 56°12'E,
placing it at the entrance to the Persian
Gulf, PMO published on its website.
Connectivity and Access

The port is well-connected to major
Iranian cities, including Tehran, via air,
newly developed railway systems, and
paved roads. Its proximity to Bandar
Abbas International Airport enhances
its accessibility for both cargo and pas-
sengers.

Shahid Bahonar Port’s location on the
International North-South Transit Cor-
ridor (INSTC) makes it a vital link for
trade between Iran, Central Asia, Rus-
sia, and beyond.

Capabilities and Advantages

Shahid Bahonar Port boasts 12 berths

and favorable quayside depths, accom-
modating large vessels with drafts up to
11.5 meters.

It houses the largest international mar-
itime passenger transfer terminal in
Iran, serving as a major hub for marine
tourism and passenger movement, in-
cluding international routes such as the
Shahid Bahonar-Sharjah line.

Cargo Handling

The port is a multipurpose facility,
handling a wide variety of cargoes in-
cluding Petrochemical products, Bulk
and general cargo, Refrigerated goods,
fruits, and vegetables (it is the country’s
largest sea port for the export of these
items), Liquefied gases (as the only ter-
minal for their export in Iran)

Cargo Services

Shahid Bahonar Port provides com-
prehensive cargo loading, unloading,
stowage, and treatment services, sup-
ported by advanced port equipment
and facilities. Passenger ships benefit
from an 80% discount on tariffs, sup-

porting marine tourism and passenger
traffic.

The port is a key node for the export and
transit of goods to Persian Gulf littoral
states, Indian Ocean countries, and fur-
ther afield to Turkey, Russia, Azerbaijan,
Iraq, Kazakhstan, and Turkmenistan.
Economic Performance and Develop-
ment

Shahid Bahonar Port handles nearly 5%
of Iran’s total port activities, underlining
its significance in the national logis-
tics network. The port area has been
expanded to 378,000 square meters
to accommodate growth in trade and
logistics operations.

Shahid Bahonar Port stands as one
of Iran’s most important and versatile
southern ports, playing a critical role in
both passenger and cargo transport. Its
strategic location, modern infrastruc-
ture, and integration with international
trade corridors position it as a key facil-
itator of Iran’s maritime commerce and
regional connectivity

“But the real impact will come when we export goods that are fur-

ther down the production chain. While raw material exports do gen-
erate foreign currency and attract investment, the goal should be to
produce and export more industrial goods,” he added.

Acknowledging that exporting to China, the world’s manufacturing
powerhouse, may appear challenging, Dehnavi argued that with the
right strategies, it is achievable. “Through joint investment, inte-
gration into the global value chain—much of which runs through
China—and technological cooperation, Iran can boost its exports of

high value-added products to China,” he said.

The commander-in-chief of the Islamic
Revolution Guard Corps (IRGC), Major
General Hossein Salami, declared that
Iran stands fully prepared for any sce-
nario and vowed that any aggressor
would be “shattered.”

Speaking at a Tuesday gathering in
Iran’s northeastern Mashhad, Salami
emphasized that Tehran is vigilantly
tracking its adversaries while main-
taining an unyielding stance, even as
indirect nuclear negotiations continue.
“We know the enemy completely and
are monitoring its movements. Even
now, as political contacts and nego-
tiations are underway, we stand with
grandeur and firmness, and whoever
dares to engage with Iran will be shat-
tered,” he declared.

The commander's comments come
amid repeated U.S. threats of military
action should indirect nuclear talks
with Iran fail to produce outcomes that
serve their interests.

Yet, Salami projected confidence, high-
lighting Iran’s bolstered military capa-
bilities. “Iran’s power has developed
many times over since last year,” he
stated, adding that this growth is evi-
dent to the nation’s foes.
Resistance’s  resilience
through

Salami dismissed claims that the Re-
sistance Front has been diminished by
Israeli aggression. Instead, he pointed
to recent developments as proof of its
enduring strength.

“The enemies believed that the Resist-
ance Front had been weakened, but
they have seen that Gaza has grown
stronger. Yemen is now striking more
effectively with missiles, and Hezbollah
has restored its power,” he said.

A striking example of this resilience
emerged this week when Yemen's
Ansarallah movement launched a hy-
personic ballistic missile at Ben Gurion
Airport near Tel Aviv on Wednesday.
The attack, conducted in solidarity
with Palestinians amid Israel’s ongoing
assault on Gaza, entered the occupied
territories, forcing millions of Israelis

shines

IRGC chuef savs Iran ready for ‘any scenario

into shelters and suspending air traffic
for nearly an hour.

Similarly, on May 4, Yemen’s Armed
Forces directly struck Tel Aviv's Ben
Gurion Airport after the regime’s air
defense systems—including Arrow
and THAAD—failed to intercept an ad-
vanced missile.

Since late 2023, the Yemeni Armed
Forces have targeted the Israeli regime
in response to its military campaign
in Gaza, which has so far killed over
61,000 Palestinians, mostly women
and children.

Despite aggressive U.S. military oper-
ations under the Trump administration
aimed at “eliminating the Houthis [An-
sarallah]”—including a direct strike
campaign lasting over a month—the
group has endured, downing U.S.
Reaper drones and sustaining pres-
sure on the Israeli regime.

Salami pointed to Israel’s vulnerability
and questioned the regime’s capacity
to endure a larger onslaught. “Those
who could not even withstand a single
missile from Yemen’s Ansarullah, what
will they do if they are faced with 600
missiles at once?” he remarked.

The IRGC chief painted a grim picture
of the regime’s future. “Agitated and
incensed, there is no bright horizon
for it,” he said, noting that the Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is
a convicted war criminal haunted by
the specter of arrest.

“Politically, Israel has completely col-
lapsed, and even Europe is unwilling to
maintain proper political relations with
it. Economically, they are disintegrat-
ed, and without U.S. assistance, they
wouldn’t last a day,” he added.

The U.S.’s waning power

Salami reserved equally sharp criti-
cism for the United States, describing
it as a nation in disarray.

“The U.S. knows engaging in wars has
not resolved any of its problems; it is
facing a decayed and exhausted mili-
tary, beleaguered and powerless politi-
cal leaders, and an overwhelming array
of crises and challenges,” he asserted.
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