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Petchem projects
worth $6b to be inau-
gurated by next March

As announced by the head of Iran’s
National Petrochemical Company
(NPC), 15 petrochemical projects
worth $6 billion will be put into op-
eration in the country by the end of
current Iranian calendar year (March
20, 2026).

Speaking in a press conference on
Sunday, on the sidelines of the 29th
Iran International Oil, Gas, Refining
and Petrochemical Exhibition, Hassan
Abbaszadeh said that these projects
being operational, three first-pro-
duced products will be added to the
basket of the country’s petrochemical
products.

Pointing out that the current capac-
ity of the petrochemical industry is
around 97 million tons, he stated:
“Last year, around 42 million tons of
final petrochemical products, exclud-
ing inter-complex feedstock, worth
$24 billion, were produced in the in-
dustry, of which 29 million tons worth
$13 hillion were exported and 13 mil-
lion tons worth about $11 billion were
sold domestically.”

As previously announced by the of-
ficial, Iran’s annual export of the pet-
rochemicals is anticipated to reach
about 34.8 million tons in the current
[ranian year.

Abbaszadeh also said that the coun-
try’s nominal production capacity of
petrochemicals is expected to hit 105
million tons in this year.

He has emphasized the importance
of institutionalizing unity and synergy
across the sector to achieve sustain-
able development, noting that agile,
dynamic organizations require effi-
cient and skilled human resources to
enhance productivity.

The deputy oil minister added that one
of the key roles of development-ori-
ented firms is to facilitate private
sector investment in petrochemicals.
He said the National Petrochemical
Company stands ready to support
investors in this regard. He called on
company managers to actively back
the industry during the Year of “In-
vestment for Production” by taking
practical steps to address the chal-
lenges faced by petrochemical firms.
Highlighting the need to accelerate de-
velopment projects through enhanced
financing, Abbaszadeh said that col-
laboration with petrochemical holding
companies could drive production
growth this year.

He acknowledged last year’s chal-
lenges in securing feedstock due to
energy imbalances but expressed
confidence that proper planning and
measures could improve the sector's
performance in 2025. Abbaszadeh
also credited parliamentary and gov-
ernment support for motivating in-
dustry players to pursue expansion
strategies and focus on completing
the value chain as a key priority.
Production in the petrochemical sec-
tor increased in the last Iranian year,
compared to the year before, despite
energy imbalances and feedstock
shortages, he said, noting that most
petrochemical plants achieved their
production targets.

The National Petrochemical Compa-
ny’s head underscored the need to
attract new investments and boost
production in line with this year’s na-
tional motto.
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Senior officials from Iran and

Uzbekistan convened in Tehran
for the 16th session of the two
countries’ Joint Economic Com-
mittee, aiming to expand bilateral
ties and boost trade to $2 billion
annually.

Iran’s  Minister of Industry,
Mining and Trade Mohammad
Atabak opened the meeting by
acknowledging that the current
trade volume between the two
countries falls short of their true
potential.

He called for a “fundamental
transformation” and proposed
drafting a practical roadmap to
achieve the $2.0 billion trade
target.

Atabak emphasized the need to
enhance transport and transit
infrastructure, noting Iran’s stra-
tegic location as a key corridor
connecting Uzbekistan to inter-
national waters.

He also stressed the importance
of improving banking ties, es-
tablishing direct flights, reducing
customs tariffs, and developing
tools to support economic rela-
tions.

Beyond trade, the committee
also discussed cooperation in
tourism, science, culture, and
healthcare.

Atabak pointed to the countries’
deep cultural ties and expressed
Iran’s readiness to play a greater
role in tourism, stating that the
meeting serves as a platform for
comprehensive collaboration.

He voiced hope that operational
planning would lead to a “signif-
icant leap” in bilateral relations.
In response, Uzbekistan’s min-
ister of industry highlighted the
favorable conditions for expand-
ing trade between Tehran and
Tashkent.

He said the two sides had signed
a list of preferential trade goods,
calling it a “practical step” toward
boosting commercial exchange.
He also announced the official
opening of Uzbekistan's Trade
House in Tehran, which he said
would facilitate trade. The num-
ber of joint Iranian-Uzbek com-
panies has grown 2.5 times in
the past five years, reaching 261.
These companies are active in
sectors such as construction,
petrochemicals, food, agricul-
ture, and building materials.

The Uzbek minister concluded by
reaffirming his country’s com-
mitment to broadening economic

and trade cooperation with Iran
across multiple sectors.

On April 23, Iranian industry,
mining and trade minister said
that the cooperation between the
private sectors of Iran and Uzbek-
istan will continue at an accelerat-
ed pace.

Mohammad Atabak made the re-
marks in a meeting, at the place
of the ministry in Tehran, with an
Uzbek trade delegation led by the
head of Chamber of Commerce
and Industry of Uzbekistan (CCl).
During the meeting, the minister
emphasized that the perspectives
of the private sectors and entre-
preneurs of both countries are
being reviewed in expert working
groups.

He added that several agreed-up-
on goods with Uzbekistan have
been supplied and dispatched by
Iran.

The minister further stated that
these exchanges and interactions
at the level of the private sector in
both countries will continue at an
accelerated pace. The econom-
ic and production capacities of
Iran and Uzbekistan fully enable
increasing the current level of
trade exchanges between the two
nations to higher levels.

Also, in a meeting with Uzbek-
istan’s Deputy Minister of In-
dustry, Trade and Investment
Shokhrukh Gulamoyv, at the place
of Iran Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and Agriculture
(ICCIMA) in Tehran on April 20,
ICCIMA Head Samad Hassan-
zadeh said his country’s private
sector is ready to pursue joint
investments in Uzbekistan and
called on Tashkent to implement
a reciprocal visa waiver to ease
travel and boost tourism bet
ween the two countries.

He said that the mutual visa ex-
emption would facilitate travel
for businesspeople and citizens
while supporting the develop-
ment of tourism.

Hassanzadeh further stated that
the upcoming preferential trade
agreement between Iran and Uz-
bekistan, expected to be signed
next month during the joint eco-
nomic committee meeting, could
raise the level of bilateral trade
cooperation.

He added that the current trade
volume—nearly $500 million—
does not reflect the true potential
of the two countries. “The Iranian
Chamber, as the representative of
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the private sector, is ready to take
all necessary steps to boost trade
volume,” he said.

He emphasized that Iran’s gov-
ernment and private sector are
committed to expanding relations
with all countries, particularly
neighbors. “Historical, religious,
and cultural ties can pave the way
for broader economic, cultural,
and academic cooperation,” he
said.

Hassanzadeh welcomed Uzbek-
istan’s move to scrap a $400
transit fee for trucks, calling it a
positive step for expanding co-
operation along the International
North-South  Transit ~ Corridor
(INSTC).

The ICCIMA head further reit-
erated the call for Uzbekistan to
lift visa requirements for Iranian
citizens, noting this would par-
ticularly support collaboration in
medical tourism, healthcare ser-
vices, and pharmaceutical pro-
duction, where Iran has strong
capacities.

Highlighting investment inter-
ests, he said Iran’s private sector
is especially keen to invest in Uz-
bekistan’s textile and garment in-
dustries. “As the private sector’s
representative, the Iranian Cham-
ber seeks the necessary support
for these investments,” he said.
Hassanzadeh concluded by ex-
pressing hope that closer coop-
eration between the two cham-
bers of commerce would push
bilateral trade volume to $1.0
billion.

Abdollah  Mohajer Darabi, a
member of the Iranian Cham-
ber’s board of directors, also ad-
dressed the meeting, noting the
long-standing trade ties between
Iran and Uzbekistan. He said both
countries are eager to expand
cooperation and emphasized the
need to eliminate existing gaps in
the trade relationship.

He announced that Iran’s trade
office in Tashkent would open by
late May, adding that advancing
trade ties without a dedicated
joint financial and banking mech-
anism would not be possible.
Uzbek Deputy Minister Shokh-
rukh Gulamov praised the history
of the Iranian Chamber and its
nationwide network, noting the
shared roots between the two
nations. He voiced readiness for
cooperation across all sectors
identified by the Iranian side.
Gulamov said over 100 Uzbek

. ehan, Tashkent amm for $2b n hilateral trade

companies, led by the country’s
chamber of commerce president,
would participate in the Iran Expo
— a reflection of Iran’s signifi-
cance for Uzbekistan.

He welcomed Iranian private
sector investment and stressed
the need to raise bilateral trade
volume to $5.0 billion, citing the
ample capacities available for
cooperation between the two
countries.

In mid-February, the head of the
Iran-Uzbekistan Joint Chamber
of Commerce announced the es-
tablishment of a permanent sales
office for Iranian food industry
products in Tashkent, Uzbeki-
stan, while citing FATF-related
restrictions as the biggest ob-
stacle to trade between the two
countries.

Mousa Aghaei said that the
sales office was launched in co-
operation with the Mazandaran
Chamber of Commerce and the
Iran-Uzbekistan Joint Chamber.
He noted that the initiative would
significantly enhance bilateral co-
operation.

Aghaei stated that the current
$500 million trade volume be-
tween Iran and Uzbekistan is un-
satisfactory.

He emphasized that while Uzbek
citizens and government officials
are eager to collaborate with
Iranian businesses, challenges
such as FATF-related restrictions,
transportation issues, and high
tariffs have hindered trade ex-
pansion.

Highlighting Iran’s advantages in
engineering Sservices, construc-
tion materials, industrial pro-
duction, agricultural equipment,
and knowledge-based products,
Aghaei noted that a recent meet-
ing with Uzbekistan’s ambassa-
dor to Iran included discussions
on Iran’s entry into Uzbekistan’s
knowledge-based market. He
said the ambassador welcomed
the proposal enthusiastically.
Meanwhile, a senior Uzbek dele-
gation welcomed Iran’s proposal
to establish a joint investment
fund during a high-level meeting
with the National Development
Fund of Iran, as both countries
explore broader economic coop-
eration spanning energy, infra-
structure, and mining.

On April 20, Shokhrukh Gulo-
mov, Uzbekistan’s Deputy Min-
ister of Investment, Industry
and Trade, met with Mostafa

Seyed Hashemi, Deputy Chair-
man of Iran’s National Develop-
ment Fund (NDF), and Reza Ab-
baspour, Deputy for International
Affairs, in Tehran. The two sides
discussed avenues to expand bi-
lateral trade and finance collabo-
rative projects.

Seyed Hashemi emphasized the
cultural and geographic proxim-
ity between the two nations and
noted that bilateral trade in the
past year reached approximately
$450 million, with Iran exporting
$368 million worth of goods and
importing $81 million. He said
the positive trade balance of $287
million points to strong potential
for further growth.

Highlighting that Iran currently
holds less than a one percent
share in Uzbekistan’s $36 billion
import market, Hashemi pro-
posed a roadmap to increase
exports and foster integrated
supply chains. He underscored
the NDF's experience in financ-
ing major infrastructure, energy,
and transportation projects and
formally proposed the creation of
a bilateral investment fund to fi-
nance industrial, export-oriented,
and tech-based ventures.

The proposal was well received
by the Uzbek side, and the two
delegations discussed coopera-
tion on a petrochemical project
under review in Uzbekistan.
Hashemi also called for the for-
mation of a joint economic com-
mission to coordinate follow-up
on proposed initiatives.

In a separate meeting, Moham-
mad Aghajani, Head of the Irani-
an Mines and Mining Industries
Development and Renovation Or-
ganization (IMIDRO), described
the mining sector as a promising
frontier for Iran-Uzbekistan coop-
eration. He pointed to Iran’s ex-
port of technical and engineering
services and its expertise in pro-
ducing steel, copper, and gold.
Aghajani emphasized that Irani-
an companies have developed
significant capabilities in direct
reduction iron (DRI) technology,
which has already been exported
abroad, and suggested this could
form the basis of joint projects
with Uzbekistan.

He noted Iran’s position as the
top steel producer in the Middle
East and the tenth globally, and
expressed readiness to expand
joint ventures in mining and
downstream industries.

Aghajani affirmed that Iranian
companies are ready to under-
take mining projects in Uzbeki-
stan under various established
contract models. In response,
Gulomov said Uzbekistan is
seeking strategic cooperation
with Iran across the entire mining
value chain—from exploration to
finished products.

He also highlighted plans to es-
tablish joint ventures in mining
and beyond, adding that bilateral
cooperation will extend into oil
and gas, petrochemicals, and
power generation. Cultural com-
monalities, Gulomov said, further
strengthen the foundation for
deeper economic engagement.
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Iran’s 1st hi-
orefinery to be
inaugurated in

Kermanshah this
week

Iran will inaugurate its first
biorefinery this week in the
western province of Kerman-
shah, with President Masoud
Pezeshkian expected to at-
tend the opening ceremony,
according to a senior official
from the Ministry of Industry,
Mining and Trade.

Farshad Mogimi, head of the
Industrial Development and
Renovation Organization of
Iran (IDRO), said on Sunday
that the project received an
investment of 40 trillion rials
(approximately $80 million).
The facility will produce
200,000 liters of bioethanol
per day and 66,000 tons of
livestock feed annually.

He explained that the plant
uses corn starch to produce
bioethanol, while other starch
by-products are processed
into animal feed and supplied
to livestock farms.

The project was financed in
two phases, and a second site
is now in the procurement
phase for equipment and
machinery, Mogimi said. The
biorefinery’s two main out-
puts—nbioethanol and animal
feed—nhave already received
regulatory approval, and a
delivery agreement has been
signed with one domestic oil
refinery. Negotiations with
other refineries are ongoing.
Mogimi noted that similar bi-
orefinery projects are planned
for seven other provinces,
with IDRO open to partner-
ships with private investors.
He emphasized that the Ker-
manshah project marks the
first fully state-funded biore-
finery initiative in Iran, rely-
ing on innovative financing
methods and attracting over
90,000 small-scale share-
holders.

Describing bioethanol as a
strategic national need, es-
pecially under sanctions, he
said that many foreign com-
panies refused to cooper-
ate with Iran on technology
transfer. However, the coun-
try managed to localize the
technology with help from
domestic manufacturers and
knowledge-based firms. A to-
tal of 48 industrial units were
involved in the refinement of
this biorefinery model.
Mogimi added that 90 coun-
tries currently use ethanol
in gasoline blends. Iran’s
second bioethanol project is
underway in Kohgiluyeh-Boy-
er Ahmad Province and has
reached 60 percent physical
completion. He said the initia-
tive is aimed at reducing fos-
sil fuel consumption and fills
a gap that the private sector
may not be willing or able to
address due to financial risk.
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Over 427km of
gas pipelines
launched in a year

Iran has brought 427 kilom-
eters of gas pipelines online
in the previous lranian year
1403 (ended on March 20),
with a total investment of
€360 million, significantly
boosting the country’s gas
transmission capacity and
infrastructure, according to
Behnam Mirzaei, acting head
of the Iranian Gas Engineering
and Development Company.
Speaking on the third day of
the 29th Iran International
0il, Gas, Refining and Petro-
chemical Exhibition, Mirzaei
noted that last year, three
gas compressor stations—
with a combined investment
of €200 million—were also
inaugurated. The Khormuj,
Ab Pakhsh, and Dorahan sta-
tions, equipped with a total of
nine turbines, have enhanced
gas extraction from the South
Pars fields and stabilized the
national gas network.

Among the key projects
completed last year was the
Dorahi  Dashtak—Nehbandan
gas pipeline, which Mirzaei

~—~
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The value of Iran’s date export stood at

J $205 million in the past Iranian calen-
Iran S an“ual dar year 1403 (ended on March 20),
date expm‘t the Islamic Republic of Iran Customs

Administration (IRICA) reported. Ac-
stands at cording to the IRICA report, Iran’s ag-

ricultural exports rose by 29 percent in
the previous year, reaching $5.2 billion.
IRICA.

$205m

--u_- that Iran exported 7.6

million tons of agricultural products
during the year, marking an 11 percent
increase in weight compared to the
previous year. Key export commodities
included various types of pistachios,
tomatoes, and dates. Pistachio exports
led the sector, generating $1.5 billion
in revenue, followed by $233 million
in tomatoes and $205 million in dates.

Tips to Get Rid o Gar-
lic and Onion Breath

Source:

By:

To get the garlic smell out of your mouth,
you can try a few different tactics, like eat-
ing produce, using mouthwash, or brush-
ing. But the garlic smell may come from
gases in your lungs.

Everyone gets bad breath sometimes.
Many things, from the foods you eat to un-
derlying health conditions, can cause bad
breath (halitosis). Two of the most potent
culinary offenders are garlic and onions,
especially when eaten raw. Onions and
garlic are members of the allium family.
They’re similar in composition and contain
many of the same sulfur compounds.

Sulfur compounds give foods their dis-
tinctive flavor. They also release distinctive
gasses when cut or mashed and mingle
with gas-emitting bacteria, causing scent-
ed breath.

Garlic and onion can continue to cause bad
breath for hours after a meal. As part of
the digestive process, their byproducts are
absorbed into the bloodstream and carried
to the lungs, giving bad breath an encore.
But bad breath is no reason to avoid garlic
and onion. Their health benefits are worth
it, and it's possible to counteract their
smelly effect.

tid« 4

1. Eat produce like apples, spinach, or
mint

If you're having a particularly garlic-heavy
meal, eat apples for dessert or chew on
fresh mint leaves.

One studyTrusted Source indicated that the
chemical makeup of raw or heated apples,
lettuce, and mint helped deodorize garlic
breath. Hot green tea and lemon juice may
also help.

2. Brush and floss after eating

Much of the bacteria that causes bad
breath lives below the gum line and in
plaque buildup on teeth. Brushing and

flossing after eating onions or garlic can
help eliminate odor-causing bacteria as
well as food residue.

3. Use a chlorine dioxide mouthwash
There’s some scientific evidenceTrusted
Source that mouthwashes containing chlo-
rine dioxide are effective for bad breath.
Chlorine dioxide can help remove plaque,
tongue-coating bacteria, and food parti-
cles.

4. Use essential oils

Essential oils can be added to alco-
hol-based mouthwashes. In addition to
freshening breath, some also have antibac-

terial properties. You can also make your
own homemade mouthwash with essential
oils and a carrier oil (coconut, sweet al-
mond, or olive).

Essential oils with proven benefits for elim-
inating bad breath include:

* peppermint

* rosemary

emyrrh

* eucalyptol

5. Try tongue cleaners

6. Stay hydrated

7. Drink green tea

8. Chew spearmint gum

described as a major achieve-
ment for the company’s engi-
neering and implementation
arm. This pipeline contributes
to completing the eastern gas
supply ring and increases
supply security in eastern and
northeastern Iran.

Mirzaei also highlighted the
inauguration of the 77-kilo-

Jahanbakhsh was added to the Heerenveen selection in early November. Before
that, he had been without a club for a few months, following his departure from
Feyenoord. The 31-year-old right winger played 19 league matches for the Frisians,
16 of which as a starter.

He lost his place in the team last month to Jacob Trenskow, who had returned from
an injury; against NEC, Jahanbakhsh did not leave the bench. The veteran scored
three times for Heerenveen.
Heerenveen are currently eighth in the Eredivisie and will play against RKC Waalwi-
jk (away), Go Ahead Eagles (away) and Feyenoord (home) this season. After that,
Veldman’s team hopes to qualify for the European play-offs.

SC Heerenveen is unlikely to extend a new contract with Alireza Jahanbakhsh.
The attacker is currently injured and is expected to be sidelined for several weeks,
which likely means the end of his season.

It is unclear what Jahanbakhsh is suffering from; as head coach Robin Veldman
only said that the attacker is no longer being counted on for this season. With the
Iranian has an expiring contract, the collaboration with Heerenveen looks to be
ending quietly.

The 92-time international wants to look for an adventure outside the Netherlands
for next season. He was already looking for that last year, but because Jahanbakhsh
was busy obtaining his Dutch passport, he decided to stay in the Eredivisie longer.

meter, 24-inch Ardebil-Garmi
pipeline last year, calling it
one of the province’s most
strategic projects. The pipe-
line has laid the foundation
for reliable gas supply, job
creation, and improved liveli-
hoods in the northern part of
Ardebil Province.

The official announced the
completion of the 121-kilo-
meter, 42-inch Minab-Sirik
pipeline, which provides the
infrastructure for delivering
gas to the Kuh-e Mobarak
region and facilitating exports
to neighboring countries.
He added that 37 kilometers
of the Laft-Gourzin—Bandar
Abbas pipeline were also
commissioned, with further
expansion planned this year.
This project is expected to
supply gas to industries in the
Persian Gulf industrial park,
Qeshm Island, local power
plants, and surrounding in-
dustries.

Another major milestone was
the completion of the second
segment of the Rasht-Chel-
vand pipeline, spanning 80
kilometers with a 42-inch di-
ameter. Mirzaei said this pro-
ject strengthens the resilience
and flexibility of the regional
gas network.

Mirzaei said the company
also completed eight new op-
erational and civil infrastruc-
ture projects in the previous
year. These include opera-
tional centers in Ilam, Sari,
Yazd, and Arsanjan; a support
center in Kiasar; a condensate
export jetty in Siraf port; flood
control infrastructure in Iran-
shahr; and a telecommunica-
tions building in Kahrizsang.
He also pointed to the com-
missioning of the Semnan
pressure control station last
year as a critical achievement.
The station ensures automat-
ed and safe pressure regu-
lation for gas transmission
along the 16-inch Rey-Sem-
nan pipeline.

[ran, Uzbekistan deepen strategic ties
a8 hgh-level talks spur hroad cooperation

o e
Iran and Uzbekistan have significantly
ramped up bilateral cooperation under
Iran’s 14th administration, with senior
officials from both sides pledging to
deepen ties across political, economic,
cultural, and logistical sectors.
Speaking at a high-level meeting with
the Prime Minister of Uzbekistan Abdulla
Nigmatovich Aripov in Tehran on Sunday,
Iran’s First Vice President Mohammad
Reza Aref said strong political will from
the presidents of both countries has led
to a “remarkable expansion” in relations.
“The 14th administration is committed
to broadening cooperation with Uzbeki-
stan in all areas,” Aref stated, adding that
deep-rooted historical and cultural ties
between the two nations provide a strong
foundation for partnership.
“Uzbekistan is a brotherly nation to Iran,
and we see vast potential for collabora-
tion in energy, tourism, science, trade,
and private sector engagement,” he said.
The 16th meeting of the Iran-Uzbeki-
stan Joint Cooperation Commission,
held alongside the official visit of Uzbek
Prime Minister Aripov, marks a milestone
in accelerating joint projects and transit
linkages. Aref highlighted Iran’s role as
the shortest and most efficient route for
Central Asian countries to access open

waters via the Persian Gulf, noting that
logistical infrastructure at Iranian ports
is fully operational and ready to support
Uzbek trade.

He also stressed the importance of en-
hancing transport and transit corridors,
increasing expert-level exchanges, and
unlocking new opportunities for private
sector stakeholders on both sides.

“With mutual understanding of each
other’s economic capabilities, Iran and
Uzbekistan can act as complementary
partners in advancing regional economic
integration,” Aref said.

Areas highlighted for future collaboration
include technical and engineering servic-
es, agricultural exports, mining, pharma-
ceuticals, medical equipment, and the
restoration of historical sites.
Uzbekistan: Iran is a trusted regional
partner

Prime Minister Aripov, marking the 30th
anniversary of diplomatic relations be-
tween the two countries, described Iran
as “a close friend and reliable partner” in
the region. He credited high-level political
dialogue for fostering steady growth in
trade and economic cooperation.

“Joint planning between the presidents
of Iran and Uzbekistan has laid out a clear
roadmap for expanding ties across the

board,” Aripov noted.

Trade between the two countries current-
ly stands at \$500 million, but both sides
stressed the need for long-term strate-
gies to ensure sustainable, forward-look-
ing growth. Aripov encouraged greater
engagement from private enterprises to
fully leverage available opportunities.
Earlier in the day, Aref hosted Aripov at
Tehran’s historic Sa’dabad Cultural and
Historical Complex, where the two lead-
ers reviewed an honor guard and intro-
duced their accompanying delegations
before beginning official talks..

Aripov’s visit also includes participation
in a joint business forum and the sign-
ing of multiple cooperation agreements.
A key event during the trip is the formal
signing of the 16th Joint Commission
document by Iran’s Minister of Indus-
try, Mine, and Trade, Seyed Mohammad
Atabak, and Uzbekistan’s Minister of
Trade and Investment.

On the sidelines of the commission meet-
ing, an Uzbekistan Trade Center is set to
open in Tehran, signaling a new chapter
in commercial relations.

On Saturday night, Atabak and his Uzbek
counterpart Kudratov finalized the terms
of several bilateral agreements slated for
implementation.

Iranian  Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi has called Israel the “sin-
gle greatest threat to peace in the
region,” citing its nuclear arsenal
and aggressive regional policies as
the root causes of instability in West
Asia.

Speaking at the Fourth Round of
Iranian-Arab Dialogues in Doha on
Saturday, Araghchi condemned the
Israeli regime’s ongoing military op-
erations in Gaza and its expansionist
agenda, accusing it of pursuing a pol-
icy of genocidal erasure against the
Palestinian people.

“The existence of the Zionist regime
remains the most serious threat to
regional peace,” he said. “Its policies
of occupation, apartheid, and unde-
clared nuclear weapons endanger
the entire region, while its American
backers remain complicit in these
crimes.”

He dismissed the two-state solution
as a “myth” used to delay justice,
pointing out that even Israeli officials
no longer pretend to support the
framework.

In the same address, Araghchi crit-
icized Western powers for what he
described as “unacceptable double
standards” regarding nuclear prolif-
eration. He said while Iran’s peaceful
nuclear energy program faces con-
stant pressure and accusations, Isra-
el’s nuclear arsenal is ignored.

“Iran is committed to the interna-
tional non-proliferation regime and
has never sought weapons of mass
destruction,” Araghchi said. “Yet the
West continues to target Iran with
sanctions and political pressure while
remaining silent on Israel’s nuclear
stockpile.”

He reaffirmed that Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram is fully peaceful and verified
by the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA), calling the country
“the most-inspected member” of the
UN’s nuclear watchdog.

[srael 1s region’s oreatest
Chreat, savs [raman FM in Doha

“If the goal is to confirm that Iran is
not pursuing nuclear weapons, that
has already been achieved,” he said.
“But if the aim is to deny Iran its le-
gitimate rights or impose unrealistic
demands, Iran will never surrender.”
He emphasized that Iran’s right to
peaceful nuclear energy, including
enrichment, is non-negotiable.

The conference, jointly organised by
Al Jazeera Centre for Studies and
Iran’s Strategic Council on Foreign
Relations, brought together senior
officials, researchers, and policy ex-
perts to address the region’s most
urgent challenges.

On the sidelines of the conference,
Araghchi met with Qatari Prime Min-
ister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani.
The two discussed bilateral relations,
the humanitarian crisis in Gaza, and
ongoing regional developments.
Both ministers expressed grave con-
cern over the lIsraeli regime’s two-
year-long assault on Gaza and its
continued blockade, which has pre-
vented the delivery of essential food
and medical supplies. They called for
urgent regional cooperation to ease
the suffering of the Palestinian peo-
ple.

Araghchi also updated his Qatari
counterpart on the latest develop-
ments in Iran-U.S. negotiations, re-
affirming Iran’s commitment to diplo-
macy and regional engagement.
“Prosperity in our region,” Araghchi
said, “will come not from dominance,
but from cooperation, mutual re-
spect, and the success of the region
as a whole.”

Iran and the United States held their
fourth round of nuclear talks on Sun-
day in Muscat, mediated by Oman.
Both parties have so far expressed
satisfaction with the way the negoti-
ations are moving on, commending
the talks as “positive” and “moving
forward.”
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