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Iran invites Sweden
to revive joint invest-
ment programs in
auto, power sectors

Head of Iran’s private sector au-
thority has invited Sweden to revive
previous joint investment initiatives
in the country’s automotive and
electricity industries, saying there is
ample opportunity for cooperation
in sectors not subject to internation-
al sanctions, with the government
ready to guarantee the return of for-
eign capital and profits.

Samad Hassanzadeh, head of the
Iran Chamber of Commerce, Indus-
tries, Mines and Agriculture (ICCI-
MA), made the remarks in a meeting
with Swedish Ambassador to Tehran
Mathias Otterstedt, emphasizing the
potential to restore and even surpass
the level of trade relations that once
existed between the two nations.
“We welcome the entry of Swedish
infrastructure technology into Iran,”
Hassanzadeh said. “We have had
successful joint ventures in the au-
tomotive sector and other industries
in the past, and we hope to see those
experiences repeated.”
Hassanzadeh pointed to Iran’s di-
verse investment potential, citing
opportunities in  petrochemicals,
pharmaceuticals, agriculture, food
production, handicrafts, and car-
pets. “Iran’s competitive prices cre-
ate favorable conditions for Swedish
participation in our mega-projects,
including in power plant develop-
ment,” he added.

Commenting on ongoing negotia-
tions between Iran and the United
States, he said, “The government is
focused on expanding international
relations, and with a positive outlook
on the talks, we believe closer ties
with Sweden and other European
countries are within reach. | am con-
fident these talks will conclude in a
way that benefits all parties.”

He reiterated that despite existing
restrictions, foreign investors have
continued to pursue joint ventures
in non-sanctioned sectors, with the
Iranian government offering nec-
essary guarantees to secure their
investments.

Hassanzadeh formally invited the
Swedish envoy to conduct feasibility
studies on reviving joint production
of Volvo vehicles and other industri-
al partnerships Sweden once held in
Iran, promising that ICCIMA would
work to help remove any obstacles.
He also extended an invitation to the
president of Sweden’s Chamber of
Commerce to visit Iran with a busi-
ness delegation, saying such a visit
would strengthen trade ties and al-
low both sides to become more fa-
miliar with each other’s commercial
environments. He further suggested
the creation of a counterpart joint
chamber of commerce in Sweden to
bolster bilateral cooperation.

For his part, Ambassador Otterstedt
said Iran and Sweden’s economies
were highly complementary and
noted strong potential for collabora-
tion in sectors such as heavy vehi-
cles, electricity generation, telecom-
munications, pharmaceuticals, steel,
and mining.

However, he pointed to ongoing
banking and financial transaction is-
sues as a key hurdle. “We hope suc-
cessful negotiations will lead to the
lifting of sanctions and the revival of
our relations,” he said.

Otterstedt also remarked that sanc-
tions imposed over the past decade
had pushed a generation of traders
out of business, resulting in a loss
of shared experience that now needs
to be rebuilt. “The chambers of com-
merce must play a leading role in re-
storing these connections,” he said.
He added that some trade barri-
ers were surmountable and voiced
Sweden’s intention to build new
networks with Iran’s private sector.
“If sanctions are lifted, manufac-
turers—especially in the wake of
Trump-era tariff wars—will likely
seek new production hubs, and Iran
could be one of them.”
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Tehran Chamber of Commerce hosts Iran-China business development forum

The Iran-China Business Devel-
opment Forum convened at the
Tehran Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and Agricul-
ture (TCCIMA), with the partic-
ipation of China’s ambassador
to Iran, the head of Iran’s Trade
Promotion Organization (TPO),
the chair of the Iran-China Par-
liamentary Friendship Group,
and senior officials from the
Tehran Chamber.

A large number of business
leaders from both countries
attended the event, where state,
legislative, and private-sector
strategies for deepening bilater-
al trade ties were outlined, the
TCCIMA portal reported.
Opening the event, TCCIMA
Head Mahmoud Najafi Arab
welcomed Chinese delegates
who traveled to Iran for the Iran
Expo. He expressed gratitude
for the Chinese ambassador's
continued efforts to expand
economic ties between the two
nations.

Najafi Arab said Iran and Chi-
na share thousands of years
of cultural and commercial re-
lations, which have entered a
new phase in recent decades,
marked by growing partner-
ships across multiple sectors.
He said the two countries could
serve as a model for sustaina-
ble cooperation based on mutu-

al respect in today’s increasing-
ly interdependent world.

He also highlighted recent
visits of Iranian private sector
delegations to various Chinese
provinces and exhibitions, em-
phasizing the need to identify
investment opportunities and
facilitate financial exchanges.
The Chamber, with over 140
years of history, is prepared to
host expert meetings, present
economic opportunities, sup-
port joint ventures, and activate
professional networks between
Iranian and Chinese business-
es, he said.

China’s Ambassador to Iran
Cong Peiwu, thanked Iranian
participants and the Tehran
Chamber for organizing the
event. He expressed hope that
the forum would help strength-
en bilateral trade and economic
cooperation.

Referencing the recent meeting
between the two presidents at
the BRICS summit in Russia,
Cong said China is fully com-
mitted to enhancing coopera-
tion across all sectors in ways
that benefit both peoples.
Iran-China ties aligned with
Iran’s Seventh Development
Plan

Also speaking at the forum,
Ruhollah  Nejabat, chair of
the Iran-China Parliamentary
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Friendship Group, said Iran’s
non-oil exports to China sur-
passed $14.8 billion last year,
making China the largest desti-
nation for Iranian goods and ac-
counting for about one-quarter
of Iran’s total non-oil exports.
Imports from China reached
approximately $19.3 billion, or
27 percent of Iran’s total im-
ports, making China Iran’s sec-
ond-largest import partner after
the United Arab Emirates.
These figures, he said, demon-
strate the resilience and stra-
tegic importance of Iran-China
trade, even amid global eco-
nomic slowdown, with both
countries supplying a signif-
icant portion of each other’s
needs.

Nejabat noted that Iran’s Sev-
enth  National Development
Plan  emphasizes industrial
modernization and attracting
foreign capital and technology.
He said Iran aims to upgrade its
industries—from  automotive
and textiles to pharmaceuticals
and medical equipment—and
that this will be achieved more
quickly with partners like China,
now a global industrial super-
pOwer.

He added that technology trans-
fer and joint investment are two
strategic priorities for Iran. Chi-
nese firms, he said, could take

advantage of Iran’s market size
and skilled labor to establish
production lines and access
broader regional markets.
Conversely, Iran could supply
intermediary goods and in-
dustrial components needed
by Chinese industries. Nejabat
said Iran will offer special in-
centives for foreign industrial
investment and provide a se-
cure legal environment for Chi-
nese companies. Infrastruc-
ture development—including
rail networks, highways, and
ports—is also a priority, and
many of these projects will
require Chinese expertise and
participation.

He also pointed to Iran’s largely
untapped mining sector, includ-
ing vast reserves of iron, cop-
per, aluminum, and rare earth
elements, as an area ripe for de-
velopment and export growth.
Four trade promotion strategies
for expanding Iran-China eco-
nomic ties

Speaking at the forum, Mo-
hammad Ali Dehghan Dehnavi,
head of Iran’s Trade Promotion
Organization (TPQ), outlined
four key strategies for expand-
ing trade with China. The first
is technology transfer. He said
Chinese companies have made
major investments in research
and development, much of
which has not yet been fully
commercialized. Iran, as a long-
time partner, seeks deeper col-
laboration in these cutting-edge
sectors.

The second strategy, he said,
is increasing trade in high val-
ue-added goods. Currently,
much of the bilateral trade con-
sists of raw or semi-processed
materials. The average value
of Iran’s exports stands at less
than $400 per ton. “We want to
change that,” he said, calling on
Chinese importers to prioritize
Iranian products with higher
added value. He welcomed the
Chinese ambassador’s praise
for the competitiveness of Ira-
nian nanotechnology and bio-
technology products.

The third strategy is joint pro-
duction through co-investment.

Dehnavi said Iran offers a se-
cure investment climate, with
legal guarantees allowing for-
eign investors to repatriate both
capital and profits. “There are
many documented cases of in-
vestors successfully exiting af-
ter profitable ventures,” he said.
Iran offers highly competitive
costs, a wide range of invest-
ment opportunities, and strong
security for foreign capital, he
added, expressing hope for
increased joint ventures with
Chinese firms.

The fourth strategy is mutual
market access. Dehnavi said
Iran produces many goods that
are well-suited for the Chinese
market and that joint produc-
tion could also help both coun-
tries expand into third-country
markets. “This kind of cooper-
ation can make our trade ties
deeper and more sustainable,”
he said.

TCCIMA signals full readiness
to support Iran-China business
growth

Fereydoun Vardinejad, sec-
retary general of the Tehran
Chamber of Commerce, said
China had stood by Iran during
both stable and turbulent times,
and that the two peoples share
a strong emotional bond.
However, he warned that a lack
of information exchange and
mutual understanding of eco-
nomic capacities had led to a
wide gap between political re-
lations and economic realities.
“Our ties are excellent in poten-
tial but need significant work in
practice,” he said.

Vardinejad called for a “win-win
partnership” and proposed sev-
eral actions: holding specialized
business meetings, promoting
bilateral trade missions, intro-
ducing market opportunities,
ensuring trade balance, and
supporting private-sector co-
operation in areas like creative

industries, digital economy,
nanotechnology, and biotech-
nology.

“These steps,” he said, “can
build deeper and mutually ben-
eficial ties between Iran and
China.”

Iran seeks strategic trade partnerships with Afohanistan to oot regtonal stability

Strengthening economic cooperation between
Iran and Afghanistan will contribute to regional
stability and create a framework for sustainable
partnerships, a senior Iranian trade official said on
Sunday.

Payam Bageri, deputy head of the Iran Chamber
of Commerce, Industries, Mines and Agriculture
(ICCIMA), made the comments at a conference on
Iran-Afghanistan trade opportunities, emphasizing
the Chamber’s commitment to laying the ground-
work for enduring commercial ties between the two
neighboring countries.

“Iran and Afghanistan can build a win-win partner-
ship by leveraging their respective resources and
capabilities,” Bageri said. “Iran’s advanced indus-
trial infrastructure and access to global markets,
combined with Afghanistan’s mineral wealth, fertile
land, and young labor force, make them natural
economic partners.”

Bageri highlighted the shared linguistic, cultural,
and historical bonds between the two countries, de-
scribing them as a strong foundation for economic
growth, trade expansion, and durable relations. He
added that expanding bilateral trade would support
stability in the region and benefit future generations.
“The outlook for Iran-Afghanistan trade is positive
and promising,” he said, noting that official data
indicates a significant increase in trade volume be-
tween the two countries in 2024.

The ICCIMA deputy head described the Chamber’s
role as a proactive facilitator of trade relations and
strategic partnerships. He said the Chamber is com-
mitted to resolving trade barriers through dialogue
with governments and enhancing commercial inter-
action by expanding business networks and holding
joint trade events.

He also voiced support for the creation of joint ven-
tures across various economic sectors and said the
Chamber was working with educational institutions

to help train a skilled workforce in both countries.
“Iran’s private sector, with a forward-looking per-
spective, is ready to participate in Afghanistan’s
infrastructure, mining, agriculture, energy, and en-
gineering projects,” Bageri said.

He called for Iran-Afghanistan relations to serve as
a model for regional cooperation: “A partnership
grounded in shared history and a vision for a better
future can become a lasting and constructive alli-
ance.”

In a meeting with officials from the Taliban-led gov-
ernment on April 30, Iranian Agriculture Minister
Gholamreza Nouri Ghezeljeh said Iran is ready to
export technical and engineering services in agri-
culture to Afghanistan.

The minister told Afghanistan’s deputy agriculture
minister in the meeting that the necessary infra-
structure and capacity exist to transfer agricultural
expertise and know-how to Afghan professionals.
He noted that Iran and Afghanistan share deep-root-
ed cultural and historical ties and continue to seek
closer cooperation in various fields.

Nouri Ghezelieh emphasized the need to establish
a joint committee between Iran and Afghanistan,
based in Kabul, to advance bilateral relations. “We
must seriously pursue the expansion of ties be-
tween the two countries, particularly in agriculture,”
he said, adding that cooperation agreements should
be drafted and signed within the framework of the
joint committee.

The Iranian minister stressed the importance of
expanding economic and agricultural relations with
Afghanistan, citing the sector’s broad potential. He
said forming the committee and signing memoran-
dums of understanding would help strengthen mu-
tual cooperation.

Meanwhile, Iran and Afghanistan held a joint techni-
cal meeting in Kabul, on April 10, to follow up on the
implementation of a bilateral economic agreement,

the Taliban-led Afghan government’s Economic Af-
fairs Office said in a statement.

According to IRNA’'s correspondent in Kabul, the
session took place at the Marmarin Palace and
brought together representatives from both sides
to review progress on commitments outlined in the
Tehran-Kabul economic pact.

The meeting focused on expanding bilateral trade,
resolving current transit-related challenges, facil-
itating trade processes, and fostering joint coop-
eration in modernizing Afghanistan’s agricultural
sector. Officials also discussed implementing previ-
ous decisions in the transport sector, encouraging
investment in Afghanistan’s mining industry, and
streamlining customs procedures.

Both sides stressed the importance of continuing
such meetings in the future to ensure full imple-
mentation of the agreement and to deepen econom-
ic ties between the two neighbors.

Recent data indicates a substantial increase in
trade between Iran and Afghanistan. In 2024, the
bilateral trade volume surged by approximately 84
percent compared to the previous year, reaching a
total of $3.197 billion. Iran’s exports to Afghanistan
accounted for $3.143 billion of this figure, marking
an 83 percent rise from 2023. Conversely, Afghani-
stan’s exports to Iran grew by 116 percent, totaling
$54 million.

Iran has become a primary supplier for Afghani-
stan, providing about 25 percent of the country’s
imports. Key Iranian exports include oil and refinery
products, steel, agricultural goods, and construc-
tion materials. Afghanistan’s exports to Iran mainly
consist of raw materials and agricultural products.
This growing trade relationship underscores the
deepening economic ties between the two nations,
highlighting the importance of continued coopera-
tion and dialogue to further enhance bilateral trade
and investment opportunities.
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Monthly auto
output inches up

Iran’s three major carmak-
ers produced a total of
46,703 vehicles in the first
Iranian calendar month of
Farvardin (March 21-April
20), showing a modest in-
crease from 45,916 units
in the same month last
year, according to data
published on the Codal
system.

The figures, reported by
IRNA, show that Iran Kho-
dro (IKCO), SAIPA, and
Pars Khodro jointly added
just 787 vehicles to their
year-on-year output, re-
flecting a marginal 1.5 per-
cent rise. IKCO accounted
for the bulk of the growth.
IKCO reported produc-
tion of 29,107 vehicles in
the mentioned month, up
25 percent from 23,315
units in the same period
last year—an increase of
5,986 vehicles. However,
194 of the cars assem-
bled this year have not yet
entered the commercial

stage.
In terms of production
breakdown, IKCO built

9,140 Peugeot models,
7,828 Surens, 5,349 De-
nas, 4,670 Taras, 1,403
Haima vehicles, and 717
units of other models. The
company did not manufac-
ture any Rana models this
month, while it had pro-
duced 960 of them in the
same month last year.
On the sales side, IKCO
delivered 7,449 Peugeot
vehicles, 7,828 Surens,
4,831 Denas, 4,083 Taras,
and 969 Haimas.

Iran expresses
deep concern
about attacks on
civilian targets
in Sudan

Esmail Bagaei, the spokes-
person for Iran’s Foreign
Affairs  Ministry, con-
demned the attack that
targeted an airport and ci-
vilian facilities in the city of
Port Sudan with a drone,
expressing concern about
the continuation of attacks
on urban civilian facilities
such as power plants,
hospitals, water treat-
ment plants and civilian
airports, and called for an
end to attacks on civilians.
Referring to the great ca-
tastrophe of displacement
and hunger in Sudan, the
spokesman for the min-
istry of foreign affairs
called on the international
community, international
organizations and institu-
tions to do their duty to
stop conflicts and send
humanitarian aid to the
Sudanese people.



In the global
interest, Chi-

In a world shaken by unilateralism and
tariff aggression, China answers with
measured resolve, protecting not just
its own interests but the bedrock prin-

finding buyers, the rapid emergence
of high-tech innovation enterprises, to
championing solidarity among devel-
oping nations, China stands as a re-

Wednesday, May 7, 2025 - No: 1872

ISFAHAN NEWS

Bio-implants pro-
duction to be de-
veloped in Iran via
IDRO’s contribution

Iran is expanding its bio-implant
production, with the Industrial
Development and Renovation
Organization of Iran (IDRO)
leading efforts to meet domestic
medical needs, Hamid Bazargan,
IDRO’s Deputy for Advanced
Industries, stated in a press
conference on the plans of the
organizations for the modern in-
dustries focusing on the bio-im-
plant project of Kermanshah.
He highlighted that while pro-
duction is focused on local de-
mand, the potential for exports
exists if tissue supply challenges
are resolved.

One successful initiative in this
field is the project of Kish Tis-
sue Regeneration Corporation,
which has played a key role in
bio-implant development, sup-
ported by IDRO.

This technology is currently one
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Is Broccoli Good for Gout?

Source:

By:

Broccoli can be part of a gout-friendly
diet. It is low in uric acid and purines
while containing beneficial compounds.
A doctor may recommend additional
foods for gout prevention.

Gout is a painful form of arthritis that you
can often manage by watching your diet.
Diet goals for gout include avoiding
foods high in uric acid because eating
these foods can worsen symptoms.
Fortunately, there’s lots of healthy and
delicious foods out there that are low in
uric acid. Broccoli is one of them. Here’s
why broccoli is a good option for people
living with gout.

In Isfahan
Province /,

Why broccoli is good for gout

Broccoli has a lot of things going for it
when it comes to gout prevention:

e Low in purines. Purines are a precursor
to uric acid that can contribute to gout. In
a 2014 study on the amount of purines in
foods, broccoli had about 70 milligrams
(mg) of purines per 100 grams (g). The
study’s authors placed broccoli in the
low purines group — very high purine
foods have more than 300 mg per 100
g. This means broccoli is a good choice
for those with gout (and for most people
trying to eat a healthy diet).

« High in vitamin C. Eating foods high in

tariffs

vitamin C can help reduce gout attacks,
according to the Arthritis Foundation. Vi-
tamin G helps to reduce uric acid levels
in the body.

* High antioxidant activity. Broccoli con-
tains many antioxidant compounds (in-
flammation fighters). A healthy diet that
contains broccoli could help fight many
chronic diseases, including gout, ac-
cording to 2015 researchTrusted Source.
Whether you prefer the stems or the flo-
rets, all broccoli parts contain nutritious
compounds that are beneficial for those
with gout. You can serve broccoli on its
own or add it to omelets, casseroles, stir-

na says ‘no’ to

ciples of global fairness.
From empowering small businesses
who no longer need to worry about

fry’s, or other dishes.

How food affects gout

Gout is the result of a condition doc-
tors call hyperuricemia. This is when
you have too much uric acid present in
your body. The excess uric acid starts to
collect in your joints, tissues, and body
fluids. As a result, some people develop
gout symptoms.

The body breaks down purines from
foods into uric acid. While your diet isn’t
the only factor that increases the risk for
gout, it’s one you can easily change.
Other risk factors for gout include:

* being male

sponsible steward of the international
order, unyielding in the face of hegem-
ony and unwavering on justice.

* obesity

* having chronic health conditions, such
as high blood pressure, diabetes, poor
kidney function, or congestive heart fail-
ure

» taking medications known to increase
purines, such as diuretics that reduce the
amount of water in the body

Preventing future gout attacks often re-
quires a combination of lifestyle chang-
es and sometimes medications. If you
aren’t sure where to start, making dietary
changes and talking to your doctor can
help.

of the most advanced technolo-
gies in the world and is availa-
ble only to a limited number of
countries, Bazargan said, add-
ing, simply put, the human body
cannot rebuild the damaged
tissues in some situations; for
example, in the case of a severe
fracture, platinum is used, but
these synthetic materials are not
compatible with body tissue and
can lead to problems such as ar-
thritis, and the idea was to use

the material of the bone itself. talks.”

Bagaei emphasized that Tehran prioritizes the “official stance”

[ran reaffirms unchanging stance as U talks delaved at Oman’s suggestion

Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman Esmail Bagaei stated Monday
that the decision to postpone indirect nuclear negotiations with the
U.S. followed a proposal by Oman, the mediating party, and was
agreed upon by all three sides.

“We have heard many claims,” Bagaei said during his weekly press
briefing, adding that “warmongering factions and anti-diplomacy
forces within and outside the U.S., centered on the Zionist regime,
have made extraordinary efforts in recent weeks to disrupt the

program.

of the American negotiating delegation, urging Washington to
“demonstrate internal cohesion” and adopt “reasonable, logical,
and realistic positions.”

The spokesman reiterated Iran’s “unchanging position over the
past 20 years,” stressing its commitment to a peaceful nuclear

He affirmed Tehran’s readiness for “confidence-building meas-
ures” to address concerns raised by other parties, while dismiss-
ing objections as “unfounded pretexts.” Bagaei concluded, “This
stance has been non-negotiable.”
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