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Over 1,300 idle industrial
units revived in a year

South Pars phase 11 gas
output hits 20 mem/d
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Tehran, Tashkent
eye joint investment
fund to boost eco-
nomic ties

A senior Uzbek delegation wel-
comed Iran’s proposal to es-
tablish a joint investment fund
during a high-level meeting with
the National Development Fund
of Iran, as both countries explore
broader economic cooperation
spanning energy, infrastructure,
and mining.

On April 20, Shokhrukh Gulomov,
Uzbekistan’s Deputy Minister of
Investment, Industry and Trade,
met with Mostafa Seyed Hashemi,
Deputy Chairman of Iran’s Na-
tional Development Fund (NDF),
and Reza Abbaspour, Deputy for
International Affairs, in Tehran.
The two sides discussed avenues
to expand bilateral trade and fi-
nance collaborative projects.
Seyed Hashemi emphasized the
cultural and geographic proxim-
ity between the two nations and
noted that bilateral trade in the
past year reached approximately
$450 million, with Iran exporting
$368 million worth of goods and
importing $81 million. He said
the positive trade balance of $287
million points to strong potential
for further growth.

Highlighting that Iran currently
holds less than a one percent
share in Uzbekistan’s $36 billion
import market, Hashemi pro-
posed a roadmap to increase
exports and foster integrated
supply chains. He underscored
the NDF’s experience in financ-
ing major infrastructure, energy,
and transportation projects and
formally proposed the creation of
a bilateral investment fund to fi-
nance industrial, export-oriented,
and tech-based ventures.

The proposal was well received
by the Uzbek side, and the two
delegations discussed cooper-
ation on a petrochemical pro-
ject under review in Uzbekistan.
Hashemi also called for the for-
mation of a joint economic com-
mission to coordinate follow-up
on proposed initiatives.
Mining the future: strategic col-
laboration in resources

In a separate meeting, Moham-
mad Aghajani, Head of the Irani-
an Mines and Mining Industries
Development and Renovation Or-
ganization (IMIDRO), described
the mining sector as a promising
frontier for Iran-Uzbekistan coop-
eration. He pointed to Iran’s ex-
port of technical and engineering
services and its expertise in pro-
ducing steel, copper, and gold.
Aghajani emphasized that Irani-
an companies have developed
significant capabilities in direct
reduction iron (DRI) technology,
which has already been exported
abroad, and suggested this could
form the basis of joint projects
with Uzbekistan.

He noted Iran’s position as the
top steel producer in the Middle
East and the tenth globally, and
expressed readiness to expand
joint ventures in mining and
downstream industries.
Iranian firms poised for joint
projects in Uzbekistan
Aghajani affirmed that Iranian
companies are ready to under-
take mining projects in Uzbeki-
stan under various established
contract models. In response,
Gulomov said Uzbekistan is seek-
ing strategic cooperation with
Iran across the entire mining
value chain—from exploration to
finished products.

He also highlighted plans to es-
tablish joint ventures in mining
and beyond, adding that bilat-
eral cooperation will extend into
oil and gas, petrochemicals, and
power generation. Cultural com-
monalities, Gulomov said, further
strengthen the foundation for
deeper economic engagement.
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Chima and Iran 1o mark “golden year” in bilateral relations

The official one-day visit of
the Iranian foreign minister
to China has underscored the
strong and amicable relations
between the two nations, as
Tehran gears up for a new
round of indirect negotiations
with Washington regarding its
nuclear issue.

Abbas Araqgchi held a meeting
with China’s Vice Premier Ding
Xuexiang at the Great of Hall of
the People after arriving in Bei-
jing on Wednesday morning.

In  the meeting, Araqchi
stressed that the Iran-Chi-
na Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership will remain un-
affected by the talks between
Iran and United States.

Ding, also a member of the
Standing Committee of the
Political Bureau of the Com-
munist Party of China Central
Committee, underscored the
traditional friendship between
Iran and China.

Ding said the two countries

[=]}5,

031- 32274500

031-32274515

esfahan-news.com

30007232

should expand pragmatic co-
operation, strengthen coor-
dination in international and
regional affairs, and promote
the steady and long-term pro-
gress of the Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership.

Later on Wednesday, Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi met
with Araqchi at the Diaoyutai
State Guest House.

Wang said China supports
dialogue between Iran and
all relevant parties, including

the United States, to resolve
the Iranian nuclear issue. He
added that China also respects
Iran’s rights to peacefully use
nuclear energy.

Speaking to the Tehran Times
at the Diaoyutai State Guest
House, Araqchi hailed stra-
tegic ties between lIran and
China. He noted that Tehran
will continue to consult China
about its talks with Washing-
ton.

“We had very constructive
meetings today, two meetings
actually, and we had very im-
portant subjects on the table
and we discussed them very
carefully. Iran and China are
strategic partners and we
consult with each other on im-
portant issues. | briefed them
on the recent indirect talks
between Iran and the US and
| told them we consider China
as a partner, so we continue to
update our Chinese colleagues
on any progress in the talks,”
the Iranian foreign minister
said.

Describing China and Russia
as Iran’s friends, he noted that
Tehran will continue consulta-
tions with them, after the third
round of indirect talks with
Washington. The negotiations
over Iran’s nuclear issue start-

ed earlier this month.

Araqchi and Steve Witkoff, US
President Donald Trump’s spe-
cial envoy for the Middle East
(West Asia), led two rounds
of talks in Oman and Italy on
April 12 and 19, respectively.
They will hold the third round
of indirect talks in Oman’s cap-
ital, Muscat, on Saturday.
Araqchi told the Tehran Times
upon his arrival at the Beijing
airport on Wednesday morn-
ing that “if the Americans con-
tinue to stay in a constructive
mode and avoid any unreal-
istic, undoable demands, |
am confident that we can get
somewhere, and we can con-
clude a good deal at the end.”
Araqchi has also said Presi-
dent Masoud Pezeshkian will
soon visit China and then
will attend the summit of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organ-
ization (SCO) in September,
noting that the 2025 will mark
a “golden year” in relations be-
tween Iran and China.

Both Iran and China are mem-
bers of the SCO and BRICS.
They have also established a
noteworthy 25-year partner-
ship agreement, with the ob-
jective of strengthening their
long-standing economic and
political relationship.

0ver 1200 1dle mdusmal units revived i a year

Iran revived 1,344 idle industrial units
across the country in the past Iranian
calendar year (ended on March 20) as
part of efforts to boost production ca-
pacity and bring workers back to facto-

ries, according to a senior official from
the Ministry of Industry, Mining and
Trade.

Reza Ansari, head of the Iran Small In-
dustries and Industrial Parks Organiza-

tion (ISIPO), told IRNA that the revival
of these units marks a key step toward
enhancing productivity and reducing
unemployment.

Tehran province led the effort with 125
reactivated units, followed by Isfahan
with 124. Other provinces including
Fars, East Azerbaijan, Khuzestan, Alborz,
and Markazi also played a significant
role in reactivating dormant factories.
Ansari said the main obstacles fac-
ing these units included a shortage of
working capital, currency fluctuations,
banking and financial issues, difficul-
ties in securing raw materials, energy
supply imbalances, and infrastructure
problems. In some cases, full owner-
ship transfers from original owners to
new investors were necessary to restart
operations.

He noted that other challenges—such as
shareholder disputes, outdated produc-
tion lines, legal issues, and bank-medi-

ated ownership transfers—had created
serious bottlenecks, but provincial au-
thorities helped return these facilities to
operation.

“Provincial industrial parks companies
took various steps last year to renovate
and modernize economic and industrial
units, and this diagnostic and support
initiative will continue this year as well,”
Ansari said.

He added that in line with the Leader’s
designation of this year as the “Year
of Investment in Production,” ISIPO
is prioritizing infrastructure develop-
ment—including electricity and water
supply—for industrial renewal, while
also working to resolve broader issues
facing production units.

“The industrial sector holds vast po-
tential for production growth,” Ansari
stressed. “But to fully realize it, we need
to attract more investment across vari-
ous industries.”

[OMOU 2024 CIC results: High MLC compliance i Iranian ports

The Indian Ocean Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (IOMOU) Secretariat has
released the results of its 2024 Con-
centrated Inspection Campaign (CIC),
highlighting widespread compliance
with the Maritime Labor Convention
(MLC) among ships calling at Iranian
ports and other IOMOU member states.
The inspections, conducted from 1 Sep-
tember to 30 November 2024, focused
on seafarers’ employment agreements
and wage-related provisions under the
MLC. According to the Ports and Mari-
time Organization of Iran (PMO), nearly
all inspected vessels were found to be
in conformity with MLC standards, the
PMO published on its website.

Over 1,100 Ships Inspected Across
the Region

Allah-Morad Afifipour, Director Gen-
eral of Maritime Affairs at the PMO,
confirmed that a total of 1,116 ships
flying 59 different flags were inspected

under the campaign. He noted that the
high compliance rate reflects ongoing
efforts by port authorities to ensure de-
cent working and living conditions for

seafarers.

Iran’s Active Role as a Port State
Afifipour emphasized Iran’s continued
active participation in regional port

[ram, Tayikastan sion
fandmark security
pact amid growing

ilateral ties

Iran’s Interior Minister Eskandar Momeni has
arrived in Tajikistan’s capital, Dushanbe, on a
two-day official visit aimed at boosting secu-
rity cooperation and expanding bilateral ties.

Momeni was officially welcomed by Tajik In-
terior Minister Ramazon Rahimzoda and First
Deputy Minister Alim Shazoda upon arrival.

The visit centers on the signing of a joint ac-
tion plan and high-level meetings with Tajik of-
ficials to deepen coordination on security, law
enforcement, and counter-narcotics efforts. It

follows a recent uptick in diplomatic exchang-
es between the two countries. Speaking after
talks with his counterpart, Momeni announced
the signing and exchange of a new Security
and Law Enforcement Cooperation Agreement
between Tehran and Dushanbe. “This docu-
ment lays the foundation for a new framework
of broader collaboration,” Momeni said. “We
believe the security of Iran and Tajikistan is
closely interlinked.” He also highlighted the
momentum created by Iranian President Ma-

state control initiatives. “Targeted in-
spections serve as a key mechanism to
monitor the condition of foreign-flagged
vessels entering our ports,” he said,
stressing Iran’s commitment to interna-
tional maritime conventions.
Corrective Measures for Non-Compli-
ant Vessels

The PMO stated that while most ves-
sels complied with MLC requirements,
findings from the CIC are being re-
viewed by relevant authorities. Spe-
cific action plans will be developed to
address any deficiencies identified on
flagged vessels, ensuring full adher-
ence to international maritime labor
standards.

The Indian Ocean MoU is one of the
nine regional port state control agree-
ments worldwide. It aims to eliminate
substandard shipping through coordi-
nated inspection campaigns among its
member countries.

soud Pezeshkian's recent visit to Tajikistan,
which he said opened a “new chapter” in bi-
lateral relations. Cultural, historical, religious,
and linguistic commonalities between the two
nations were also highlighted as key drivers
of cooperation. The newly signed agreement
covers multiple areas including cross-border
security, civil affairs, and drug control. Both
sides also agreed to leverage each other's
training facilities and police equipment to fur-
ther operationalize the pact.
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Persian Gulf Star
Refinery capaci-
ty rises 3m liters

With the implementation
of major repairs in the
gasoline production unit of
phase two of the Persian
Gulf Star Refinery and the
installation of a new heat
exchanger for this unit, the
production capacity of gas-
oline at the world>s largest
gas condensate refinery
has been increased by three
million liters.

According to the Public
Relations and Internation-
al Affairs Department of
the Persian Gulf Star OQil
Company, the managing
director of the company
explained this initiative: “In
the early days of the cur-
rent Iranian calendar year
1404 (started on March
21), adhering to the Lead-
ers remarks and fulfilling
the years slogan, new in-
vestments were made in
the gasoline production
unit of phase two of the
Persian Gulf Star Refinery
to increase the production
capacity of the world>s larg-
est gas condensate refinery
through the replacement of
this unit's heat exchanger.”

Gholamhossein Ramezan-
pour added: “The massive
operation of replacing this
exchanger was carried out
with groundwork, improve-
ments, preventive mainte-
nance, and repairs by the
skillful young specialists at
the Persian Gulf Star Refin-
ery.”

He emphasized: “With the
massive operation of re-
placing the heat exchanger
in phase two of the gaso-
line production unit at the
Persian Gulf Star Refinery,
quality improvement, an
increase in octane levels,
and a production capaci-
ty increase of gasoline at
the refinery to 45 million
liters per day have been
achieved.”

Ramezanpour further high-
lighted the importance and
sensitivity of this matter
and the critical role of the
Persian Gulf Star Refin-
ery in producing strategic
fuel products and meet-
ing the country’s energy
needs.

He stated: “Alongside ex-
ecuting such a large-scale
activity in the massive heat
exchanger replacement op-
eration, the creativity and
capabilities of the young
engineers at the refinery
were directed towards en-
hancing the efficiency of
the gasoline production
unit while focusing on en-
vironmental considerations
and adhering to all regula-
tions and standards.”
The managing director con-
cluded by saying that in the
second half of last year, the
Persian Gulf Star Refinery»s
daily gasoline production
also saw a five-million-lit-
er increase, rising from
37 to 42 million liters per
day.

He attributed this produc-
tion growth to improved
processing conditions in
the gasoline production
units, increased  pres-
sure in these units, and
the operation of new
COMPpressors.
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Mashhad to host

investment expo
aimed at boosting
industrial financing

The International Exhibition of
Exchange, Banking, Insurance,
Privatization, and Investment
Opportunities will be held from
May 21 to 24 at the permanent
fairground in Mashhad, providing
what organizers say is a valuable
platform for financing production
and attracting investment.

According to the head of the
Securities and Exchange Infor-
mation and Education Company,
Hassan Mohammadi, the deci-
sion to host the event in Mashhad
is in line with the government’s
decentralization agenda for na-
tionwide programs. He added
that similar exhibitions will be
organized in other provinces in
the future, using various formats
to expand outreach and foster
regional economic engagement.

Iran’s annual hand-
made carpet export
value up about 4%

Iran’s handmade carpet exports
have experienced approximately
a four-percent growth in value
in the past Iranian calendar year
(ended on March 20), after two
decades of decline, according to
Zahra Kamani, the head of Iran
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Nutrition; Great Foods

or Gettimg Vitamins A
to K m Your Diet

Source:

By:

The foods you eat do more than fill
your belly — they also give your body
the nutrients it needs to thrive. What
you eat can affect how you feel today
as well as how you feel years from
now.

Some foods can deplete your ener-
gy, impair your digestive system, and
raise your risk of health problems.
Other foods fuel your body’s natural
disease-fighting abilities.

Foods high in vitamin A

Vitamin A is a fat-soluble nutrient. It
helps your body form healthy teeth,
bones, soft tissues, and skin. It can
also help you ward off bacterial and vi-
ral infections, prevent night blindness,
and keep your hair and nails healthy.
Foods that are particularly high in vita-
min A include:

e carrots

* sweet potatoes

e winter squash

e cantaloupe

e apricots

e spinach, kale, and collard greens
Foods high in vitamin B

Vitamins B-6, B-12, and B-9 are es-
sential for proper nerve function, the
synthesis of DNA, and the formation of
red blood cells in your body. They also
help maintain your brain function, pre-
vent anemia, and support metabolism.
Foods that are particularly high in vita-
mins B-6 and B-12 include:

e meat, poultry, and fish

* seafood

° eggs

e milk

Foods high in vitamin C

Vitamin C is also known as ascorbic

Gas production from Phase 11 of the South
Pars field has reached 20 million cubic me-
ters per day (mcm/d) following the com-
pletion and commissioning of the eighth
well, the managing director of Pars Qil and
Gas Gompany announced. According to a
report from the company, Touraj Dehghani
said drilling of the eighth well—Well No. 2
at platform SPD11B—has been completed.

The well has now entered production fol-
lowing acidizing and flow testing operations.
Dehghani praised Petropars, the contractor
for the development of Phase 11, for its per-
formance and noted that with the necessary
approvals from the National Iranian Qil Com-
pany’s production supervision department,
the well has been successfully connected
to the SPD11B platform and brought online.

acid. It's a powerful antioxidant that
helps protect the health of your cells.
It improves your body’s iron absorp-
tion. It's also important for promot-
ing healthy teeth and gums, healing
wounds, and helping you resist infec-
tion.

Foods that are particularly high in vita-
min C include:

* papaya

e citrus fruits

* strawberries

« bell peppers

* broccoli

* Brussels sprouts

e dark leafy greens, such as kale, mus-
tard greens, and chard

Foods high in vitamin D

Vitamin D is a unique vitamin. On top
of absorbing it from foods you eat,
your body can also synthesize it from

sunlight. It’s critical for the health of
your bones and immune system, as
well as calcium absorption. According
to the National Cancer InstituteTrust-
ed Source, it may also help lower
your risk of developing colorectal
cancer.

Though sunshine is by far the richest
source of vitamin D, foods that also
provide vitamin D include:

 some seafood, such as salmon, her-
ring, trout

* milk

°eggs

Foods high in vitamin E

Like vitamin C, vitamin E is a powerful
antioxidant. It helps protects your cells
from damage. It also helps your body
use vitamin K and repair muscle cells.
Foods that are particularly high in vita-
min E include:

e sunflower seeds and almonds

e spinach, Swiss chard, and turnip
greens

« bell peppers

e asparagus

Foods high in vitamin K

Vitamin K is critical for your body’s
formation of blood clots. Without it,
you could bleed to death from a sim-
ple cut. It may also help maintain bone
strength in older adults.

Foods that are particularly high in vita-
min K include:

« kale, spinach, collard greens, Swiss
chard, turnip greens, and mustard
greens

* romaine lettuce

e parsley

* Brussels sprouts

* broccoli

e asparagus

National Carpet Genter.

Putting the value of the exported
handmade carpets at $39.7 mil-
lion in the past year, she said that
the Iranian carpets were exported
to 65 countries around the world.
Germany, the UAE, Japan, and
China are among the top four ex-
port destinations in the previous
year, collectively accounting for
over $22 million of the export, she
added. The growth has been at-
tributed to the removal or revision
of restrictive regulations, as well
as supportive measures by the
National Carpet Center, Kamani
stated and noted: “A new initiative
launched by the Ministry of Indus-
try, Mining, and Trade, alongside
the National Carpet Center, aims
to enhance the global standing of
handmade carpets. With synergy
in monetary and banking systems
and supportive measures from
relevant organizations, further
growth in exports is anticipated.”

Iran’s Agriculture Minister said the country’s
relations with BRICS members are set to deep-

[ran seeks closer agricultural ties with BRICY members

o N

en, following Tehran’s active participation in the
15th BRICS Agriculture Ministers Meeting, IRIB

reported.

declaration.

producers’ consortium.

among BRICS countries, he added.

7

Speaking at a press conference on the outcomes
of the event, Agriculture Minister Gholamreza
Nouri Ghezeljeh said Iran’s proposals were pos-
itively received and approved by all BRICS mem-
ber states, and were included in the summit’s final

Among the key proposals submitted by Iran were
the creation of a sub-working group on fisheries,
the establishment of a union of agricultural re-
search institutes, and the formation of a vaccine

The Iranian delegation also pushed for expand-
ed financial cooperation, investment, and trade

On the sidelines of the meeting, the Iranian del-
egation held bilateral talks with agriculture min-
isters from Brazil and India. The two sides dis-
cussed expanding exports of Iranian products
such as caviar, pomegranates, apples, kiwis, and
dried fruits to Brazil. It was agreed that export
barriers would be addressed and necessary pro-

tocols developed.

Ghezeljeh said that while Iran is on track to
achieve self-sufficiency in meat production, it
may still use Brazil’s infrastructure to export halal
meat to Muslim countries in the region.

He also noted that Iran is working to boost ex-
ports of livestock and poultry products using do-
mestic capacities, while continuing imports of key
animal feed ingredients such as corn, soybeans,
and oil.

The minister said the trip included a visit to the
Port of Santos—the largest port in South Amer-
ica—where lIranian trade accounts for around
seven percent of the port’s 180-million-ton annu-
al capacity. Santos officials expressed readiness
to cooperate with Iranian firms on establishing a
dedicated terminal and joint investment projects.
Ghezeljeh also met with Iranian businesspeople
based in Brazil and international companies active
in agriculture, which he said would pave the way
for deeper economic and trade engagement in the
future.
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