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Iran judiciary
chief to attend
SCO summit in

China
Judiciary ~ Chief  Gho-
lam-Hossein  Mohseni-Ejei

of Iran is preparing to em-
bark on a trip to China,
where he will participate
in the 20th summit of the
chairs of supreme courts
from the nine member na-
tions of the Shanghai Coop-
eration Organization (SCO).
According to information
released by the Judiciary’s
media center, Mohseni-Ejei
will lead a high-level judicial
delegation on a journey to
Hangzhou, a prominent city
located in southern China,
on Monday. This summit
represents a significant op-
portunity for Iran to engage
with other member states
and contribute to the devel-
opment of joint strategies in
the legal and judicial arenas.
During the course of the
summit, Mohseni-Ejei is
scheduled to deliver ad-
dresses at both the opening
and closing ceremonies,
highlighting  Iran’s  per-
spective on critical issues
and potential  solutions.
Furthermore, he is slated
to hold bilateral meetings
with his counterparts from
the SCO member states,
offering a platform for in-
depth discussions and the
exploration of collaborative
ventures between Iran and
other nations within the
SCO framework.

The central focus of this
year's meeting revolves
around strategic and oper-
ational approaches aimed
at strengthening legal and
judicial coordination and
cooperation among the
member nations. These
discussions will encompass
a wide range of topics, in-
cluding the establishment
of joint initiatives to combat
various forms of transna-
tional crime and enhance
legal frameworks.

The SCO member countries,
representing a substantial
42% of the global popula-
tion and sharing common
borders, are united in their
pursuit of joint initiatives
spanning various domains.
Beyond the well-gstablished
cooperation in economic,
political, security, and de-
fense sectors, the organiza-
tion is actively expanding its
engagement into the legal
and judicial sphere.

The SCO is actively work-
ing towards the establish-
ment of a multilateral legal
and judicial convergence
program. This ambitious
program seeks to provide a
platform for member states
to discuss and implement
joint mechanisms designed
to effectively combat press-
ing challenges such as ter-
rorism, organized crime,
drug trafficking, human traf-
ficking, and the ever-evolv-
ing threat of cybercrime.
The summit in Hangzhou
offers a critical opportunity
to advance these goals and
forge stronger partnerships
among the SCO member
nations.
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The head of Iran Chamber of

Commerce, Industries, Mines
and Agriculture (ICCIMA) said
the country’s private sector is
ready to pursue joint invest-
ments in Uzbekistan and called
on Tashkent to implement a re-
ciprocal visa waiver to ease trav-
el and boost tourism between
the two countries.

Speaking in a meeting with Uz-
bekistan’s Deputy Minister of
Industry, Trade and Investment,
Shokhrukh ~ Gulamov, Samad
Hassanzadeh said mutual visa
exemption would facilitate travel
for businesspeople and citizens
while supporting the develop-
ment of tourism.

He said the upcoming prefer-
ential trade agreement between
Iran and Uzbekistan, expected
to be signed next month during
the joint economic commission,
could raise the level of bilateral
trade cooperation.

Hassanzadeh added that the
current trade volume—nearly
$500 million—does not reflect
the true potential of the two
countries. “The Iranian Cham-
ber, as the representative of the
private sector, is ready to take all
necessary steps to boost trade
volume,” he said.

Referring to the upcoming Iran
Expo, scheduled to begin on
April 28 with a trade delegation
from Uzbekistan in attendance,
Hassanzadeh noted Iran’s sig-
nificant capacities in engineering
services, petrochemicals, oil,
food industries, and the auto-
motive sector, saying these offer
strong prospects for coopera-
tion.

He emphasized that Iran’s gov-
ernment and private sector are
committed to expanding rela-
tions with all countries, particu-
larly neighbors. “Historical, reli-

gious, and cultural ties can pave
the way for broader economic,
cultural, and academic coopera-
tion,” he said.

Hassanzadeh welcomed Uzbek-
istan’s move to scrap a $400
transit fee for trucks, calling it a
positive step for expanding co-
operation along the International
North-South Transit Corridor
(INSTC).

He reiterated the call for Uzbek-
istan to lift visa requirements
for Iranian citizens, noting this
would particularly support col-
laboration in medical tourism,
healthcare services, and phar-
maceutical production, where
Iran has strong capacities.
Highlighting investment inter-
ests, he said Iran’s private sector
is especially keen to invest in
Uzbekistan’s textile and garment
industries. “As the private sec-
tor's representative, the Iranian
Chamber seeks the necessary
support for these investments,”
he said.

Hassanzadeh  concluded by
expressing hope that closer
cooperation between the two
chambers of commerce would
push bilateral trade volume to
$1.0 billion.

Abdollah  Mohajer Darabi, a
member of the Iranian Cham-
ber's board of directors, also
addressed the meeting, noting
the long-standing trade ties be-
tween Iran and Uzbekistan. He
said both countries are eager
to expand cooperation and em-
phasized the need to eliminate
existing gaps in the trade rela-
tionship.

He announced that Iran’s trade
office in Tashkent would open by
late May, adding that advancing
trade ties without a dedicat-
ed joint financial and banking
mechanism would not be pos-

sible.

Uzbek Deputy Minister Shokh-
rukh Gulamov praised the histo-
ry of the Iranian Chamber and its
nationwide network, noting the
shared roots between the two
nations. He voiced readiness for
cooperation across all sectors
identified by the Iranian side.
Gulamov said over 100 Uzbek
companies, led by the country’s
chamber of commerce presi-
dent, would participate in the
Iran Expo — a reflection of Iran’s
significance for Uzbekistan.

He welcomed Iranian private
sector investment and stressed
the need to raise bilateral trade
volume to $5.0 billion, citing
the ample capacities available
for cooperation between the two
countries.

In mid-February, the head of the
Iran-Uzbekistan Joint Chamber
of Commerce announced the
establishment of a permanent
sales office for Iranian food in-
dustry products in Tashkent,
Uzbekistan, while citing FATF-re-
lated restrictions as the biggest
obstacle to trade between the
two countries.

Mousa Aghaei said that the sales
office was launched in coop-
eration with the Mazandaran
Chamber of Commerce and the
Iran-Uzbekistan Joint Chamber.
He noted that the initiative would
significantly enhance bilateral
cooperation.

Aghaei stated that the current
$500 million trade volume be-
tween Iran and Uzbekistan is
unsatisfactory.

He emphasized that while Uzbek
citizens and government officials
are eager to collaborate with
Iranian businesses, challenges
such as FATF-related restric-
tions, transportation issues, and
high tariffs have hindered trade

expansion.

Highlighting Iran’s advantages in
engineering services, construc-
tion materials, industrial pro-
duction, agricultural equipment,
and knowledge-based products,
Aghaei noted that a recent meet-
ing with Uzbekistan’s ambassa-
dor to Iran included discussions
on Iran’s entry into Uzbekistan’s
knowledge-based market. He
said the ambassador welcomed
the proposal enthusiastically.

In early January, Ambassador
of Uzbekistan to Tehran Farid-
din Nasriev met with Ali Akbar
Safaei, the former head of Iran’s
Ports and Maritime Organization
(PMO), to discuss strengthening
bilateral and regional transport
and transit collaboration.

The meeting emphasized facili-
tating trade between the two na-
tions, the PMO portal reported.
As reported, discussions fo-
cused on streamlining multi-
modal transportation between
Iran and Uzbekistan via Iranian
ports in the country’s northern
and southern regions.

The PMO expressed readiness
to swiftly address issues faced
by Uzbek traders and businesses
along regional corridors passing
through Iran. The two sides also
discussed organizing reciprocal
trade delegations, including vis-
its by Uzbek technical represent-
atives, traders, and transport
companies to explore Iran’s port
capacities for enhanced transit
options within the framework
of the International North-South
Transit Corridor (INSTC).
Additionally, the meeting high-
lighted the importance of estab-
lishing joint regional corridors to
facilitate the smooth movement
of Uzbek goods to Russia and
India, leveraging Iran’s port in-
frastructure to achieve the goals
set by the presidents of both
nations.

In a meeting with a joint delega-
tion from the Ministries of Agri-
culture, Trade, and Investment
of Uzbekistan in Tehran in early
December, 2024, Iranian Min-
ister of Agriculture Gholamreza
Nouri Ghezeljeh stated that Iran
is prepared to enhance cooper-
ation with Uzbekistan in sharing
agricultural  experiences and
technology.

Referring to the 14th Iranian
government’s strategic  vision
to enhance relations with other
countries, Nouri highlighted the
initiative taken by the President
of Uzbekistan to foster inter-
national relations, which has
created significant opportunities
for constructive cooperation be-
tween the two countries.

{ ivestments i Uzbekistan

He expressed Iran’s readiness to
supply the agricultural machin-
ery that Uzbekistan needs, em-
phasizing that cooperation could
involve not only the direct export
of products, but also the barter
of goods such as potatoes and
legumes.

Nouri also pointed out that Iran
has a rich history of over a cen-
tury in agricultural research and
is prepared to share its valuable
experiences with Uzbekistan.
During the meeting, Ibrohim Er-
gashey, head of the Plant Quar-
antine Service of Uzbekistan,
stressed the importance of eco-
nomic cooperation between the
two countries, saying, “Uzbeki-
stan is committed to developing
and strengthening trade rela-
tions with Iran, and necessary
planning has been undertaken in
this regard.”

On October 20, 2024, an official
with Iran’s Trade Promotion Or-
ganization (TPO) said that Iran
and Uzbekistan plan to increase
their annual trade exchanges to
$5.0 hillion and the two sides
have reached a primary agree-
ment to sign a preferential trade
agreement (PTA) soon.

Akbar Godari, the head of TPO’s
Central Asia, Caucasus, and
Russia Office, referred to the
economic agreements reached
between the two countries dur-
ing the visit of Uzbekistan’s Min-
ister of Investment, Industry, and
Trade to Iran, and said: “The ef-
forts and desire of the two coun-
tries to develop trade exchanges
have been formed, therefore the
16th Joint Economic Committee
meeting of Iran and Uzbekistan
will be hosted by Iran in March
to increase trade exchanges.”
Also, discussions have been
held regarding the details of a
joint investment fund between
the two countries that will be
established shortly, Godari add-
ed.

Regarding the initial agreements
for the signing of a preferential
trade agreement between Iran
and Uzbekistan, the official said:
“Last year, Abbas Ali-Abadi, the
Iranian  Minister of Industry,
Mining and Trade at the time,
traveled to Uzbekistan and dis-
cussed with his counterpart in
Uzbekistan the conclusion of a
preferential trade agreement.
For more than six months, the
two countries discussed various
aspects of the agreement includ-
ing the certificate of origin docu-
ment, and reviewed and resolved
the challenges ahead, and now
preliminary agreements have
been made to sign this agree-
ment.”

ported.

Iran exported 196,000 metric tons of
fishery products worth $372 million
in the Iranian year 1403 (ended March
19, 2025), the Islamic Republic of Iran
Customs Administration (IRICA) re-

According to Arezou Ghanion, Deputy

Director of the Statistics and Data Pro-
cessing Office at IRICA, fishery exports
grew by 29 percent in volume and 17
percent in value compared to the pre-
vious year.
The main exported items included var-
ious types of shrimp, tuna, and carp,

[ran’s annual fishery exports rise [7% to hit S5¢2m

which together accounted for 64 per-
cent of the total export volume and 65
percent of the export value within the  tions.
fishery category.

China, Iraq, and the United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE) were identified as the top
three buyers of Iranian fishery prod-
ucts during the year.

Iran’s fishery industry has experienced
significant growth in recent years, po-
sitioning the country as a key player in
the global aquaculture sector.

The country’s fishery sector has di-
versified its product offerings, with
shrimp, tuna, and carp being the lead-
ing exports. Shrimp exports alone
accounted for a substantial portion of
the export value, with major markets
including China, Iraq, and the UAE.
This diversification has been support-
ed by strategic investments in aqua-
culture infrastructure and technology.
The Iran Fisheries Organization (IFO)
has implemented reforms to enhance
production capabilities, including pro-

Looking ahead, Iran aims to further
boost its fishery exports, targeting
$1.0 billion annually by the Iranian year
1404 (March 2025-March 2026). This
ambitious goal is supported by plans
to increase fishery production to 2.6
million metric tons, up from 1.5 million
metric tons in the previous year. The
expansion of fish farming activities,
including the construction of additional
cages and the adoption of advanced
breeding techniques, is expected to
play a crucial role in achieving these
targets.

In summary, Iran’s fishery industry has
demonstrated resilience and growth,
with increasing export values and vol-
umes. With continued investment and
strategic planning, the sector is poised
to make a significant impact on the
global aquaculture market in the com-
ing years.

viding low-interest loans to fisheries
and expanding fish farming opera-

Iran signs $750m
investment deals
in rail transport
sector

Iran on Sunday signed in-
vestment memoranda worth
$750 million in the coun-
try’s rail transport sector, in
the presence of the Minister
of Transport and Urban De-
velopment, the head of the
Islamic Republic of Iran Rail-
ways (RAL), private investors,
and industry stakeholders.
Two agreements were inked
between the RAI and two pri-
vate firms—Avan Rail Pas-
senger Trains Co. and Pars
Ofogh Hashtgerd Agro-In-
dustry Co.—aimed at bol-
stering the country’s passen-
ger and freight rail capacities.
Under the first agreement,
Avan Rail will invest $713
million to expand Iran’s pas-
senger and locomotive fleet.
The project involves the
purchase of 600 tank wag-
ons, 300 diesel multiple unit
(DMU) passenger cars, and
50 locomotives.

The second agreement, worth
$37 million, was signed with
Pars Ofogh Hashtgerd to fi-
nance the procurement of
650 bulk freight wagons.
Nourollah Beiranvand, RAl's
Deputy for Investment and
Transport Economy, said that
under Iran’s Seventh Nation-
al Development Plan, clear
quantitative  targets have
been set for the rail sector—
including raising rail’s share
in national transport to 30
percent and boosting annual
transit capacity to 40 million
metric tons.

He noted that achieving these
targets requires a compre-
hensive investment roadmap.
“We are currently planning to
attract $6.4 billion—equiva-
lent to about 4.5 quadrillion
rials—from the private sector
for rail development, with 77
percent allocated to rolling
stock and the remaining 23
percent to infrastructure.”
Foreign financing to support
rail development

Speaking at the signing cere-
mony of the memorandums,
Jabbarali Zakeri, head of RAI,
highlighted the use of foreign
finance to expand the coun-
try’s rail network. “With the
current network, we can raise
freight and transit volumes to
15 million tons,” he said.
Zakeri emphasized that en-
gaging stakeholders has
been a key policy under the
14th  administration, say-
ing, “We’ve ensured that
key players in the rail trans-
port sector are actively in-
volved in decision-making
processes.”

He also pointed to the ex-
pansion of scheduled train
services, noting that current-
ly, 500 scheduled trains are
operating each week.
Zakeri said that solving cur-
rent challenges—particularly
in rolling stock—would ena-
ble Iran to meet its Seventh
Plan targets. “This includes
the addition of 950 locomo-
tives, 300 passenger wag-
ons, and 3,000 freight wag-
ons to the network.”

He added that the financing
agreements involve interna-
tional lenders, although he
declined to name the coun-
tries involved, noting that the
private sector has been di-
rectly engaged in the foreign
financing arrangements.
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Pavilion of Iran
titled best in China
intl. trade service
fair

Source:

With the unceasing efforts of Ira-
nian experts and capable compa-
nies, Iran’s pavilion won the title
of “Best Exhibition Pavilion” at
the 2024 China International Fair
For Trade In Service (CIFTIS).

In a ceremony, the officials of the
exhibition presented the best pa-
vilion to the Iranian ambassador.
Undoubtedly, this achievement
will be an effective step in intro-
ducing the capabilities of Iran’s
service sector to the dynamic
Chinese market and strength-
ening the national brand in the
global arena and a model for
quality presence in future events.
The China International Fair For
Trade In Service is one of the
most prestigious exhibitions in
China and the world in the field
of services, which is organized
annually.

The 2024 China International
Fair For Trade In Service (CIFTIS)
was held from September 12th
to September 16th in China Na-
tional Convention Center (CNNC)
and Shougang Park in Beijing.
The signature comprehensive
trade fair saw close to 1000
outcomes, including deals and
investments, achieved across
seven key categories, predomi-
nantly in the fields of construc-
tion, finance, and business
services, according to the fair’s
organizing committee.

Reza Darvish is no longer the Perse-
polis general manager after more
than three years.

His resignation follows a loss to
Sepahan in the Iran football league.
During his tenure, Darvish led Perse-

the team miss out on two others.

Ali Inanlou is expected to be appoint-
ed as the club’s interim general man-
ager by the board of directors.
Persepolis, headed by Ismail Kartal,
are most decorated football club in

fohon manager
o

Vitamin K1 is a fat-soluble vitamin found in
some leafy greens. It’s primarily responsi-
ble for helping your blood clot.

This micronutrient helps your blood clot
and may have other benefits, such as pro-
moting bone health and preventing the
hardening of arteries.

You’ve probably heard of vitamin K, but you
may not realize that it comes in two forms:
vitamin K1 and vitamin K2.

Vitamin K1 is found in certain leafy green
vegetables, whereas vitamin K2 is found in
animal foods. Though they perform many
of the same functions in the body, they also
have subtle differences.

Here’s what to know about vitamin K1.
Why do you need vitamin K1?

Though vitamin K1 isn’t required to be list-
ed on nutrition facts labels, it’s still an im-
portant nutrient for human health.

In everyday circumstances, typical clotting
allows you to develop scabs that protect
you from bleeding excessively. This is also
the case in more serious wounds. Without
clotting, bleeding could become life threat-
ening.

Limited research has examined vitamin
K1’s effects on other areas of wellness,
including bone health. Though some stud-
iesTrusted Source have found a correlation
between high vitamin K intake and low
bone mineral density, others indicate that
elevated intake could be protective.

In some research, consuming more vi-
tamin K has led to higher bone min-
eral density and a lower risk of hip
fracture.

Reduced risk of heart disease is another
possible benefit of vitamin K1. This nutrient
is involved in the production of a group of
proteins that prevent arterial hardening.
More research is needed to draw firm
conclusions about the connection be-
tween vitamin K and cardiovascular
risk.

How much vitamin K1 do you need?

The only way to know if you're getting
enough vitamin K1 is to have a blood
test. However, most people can consume
enough through a varied diet.

According to the National Institutes of
HealthTrusted Source, adequate vitamin K

polis to two league titles but also saw
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intake is as follows:

e Children birth to 6 months old: 2 micro-
grams (mcg)

* Children 7-12 months old: 2.5 mcg

* Children 1-3 years old: 30 mcg

* Children 4-8 years old: 55 mcg

* Children 9-13 years old: 60 mcg

e Children 14-18 years old: 75 mcg

* Adult males 19 and over: 120 mcg

e Adult females 19 and over, including
those pregnant and nursing: 90 mcg

What are good food sources of vitamin
K1?

When it comes to vitamin K1, think: greens,
greens, and more greens. Leafy greens are
the top sources of this nutrient. Cooked
greens tend to contain more than fresh (but
this isn’t always the case).

Some of the foods with the highest levels of
vitamin K1 include:

* cooked kale

e cooked turnip greens

e cooked collard greens

e cooked spinach

e dried herbs, such as basil, thyme, orega-
no, and marjoram

Iran’s agricultural exports rose by 29 percent in the Iranian year 1403
(ended March 19, 2025), reaching $5.2 billion, according to the Islamic
Republic of Iran Customs Administration (IRICA).

IRICA reported that Iran exported 7.6 million metric tons of agricultural
products during the year, marking an 11 percent increase in volume
compared to the previous year.

Key export commodities included various types of pistachios, tomatoes,
and dates. Pistachio exports led the sector, generating $1.5 billion in
revenue, followed by $233 million in tomatoes and $205 million in dates.
Iran exported 214.3 metric tons of saffron worth $184.7 million in the

year 1403, IRICA's Director General of Statistics and Data Processing,
Hamid Bayat, announced.

Saffron exports saw a four percent drop in volume and a 13 percent
decline in value year-on-year.

The United Arab Emirates, Spain, and China were the top three buyers
of Iranian saffron in 1403, importing $50 million, $40 million, and $30
million worth respectively.

Bayat noted that these three countries accounted for 65 percent of the
total value of Iran’s saffron exports. He added that Iranian saffron was
shipped to more than 50 countries worldwide.
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