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Pezeshkian praises Iran’s armed
forces on National Army Day 0

100 MW of new solar plants ready
for Inanuration across Iran
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Khaf-Herat rail-
way to he fully
operational by
Mar. 2026, offi-
cial says

Iran plans to complete the
remaining deficiencies of the
Khaf-Herat railway by Au-
gust and finalize the fourth
segment of the cross-border
project by the end of the Ira-
nian year in March 2026, the
project manager said.
Hafez Sadatnejad told ISNA
that while the railway be-
came operational in 2020, it
was designed as a four-seg-
ment route between Khaf in
northeastern Iran and Herat
in western Afghanistan. Two
segments lie within Iran,
and two within Afghanistan,
with Iran responsible for
building three of them.
Segment  Three, which
runs 62 kilometers from
Shamtigh in Iran to Ro-
zanak in Afghanistan, was
constructed with Iranian
financial support. However,
following political changes
in Afghanistan in 2021, the
line suffered damages and
thefts, prompting an Iranian
technical team to assess the
losses later that year.
“Afghanistan was tasked
with restoring the line to its
2020 condition,” Sadatnejad
said. “While the railway had
some initial shortcomings,
these had to be addressed
after repairing the war-relat-
ed damages.”

By 2023, Afghan author-
ities had largely resolved
the issues. Iran then signed
a 1.17 trillion rials ($23.4
million) contract with a do-
mestic contractor to fix the
remaining deficiencies. “By
late last year, we had pur-
chased and transported the
necessary materials for con-
necting segments three and
four, as well as a spur line.
The contractor is already on
site, and work will be com-
pleted by August,” he said.
Transit wagons have also
been purchased, and Iranian
officials expect the fourth
segment to be completed by
March 2026.

Currently a freight line, the
route is expected to be up-
graded for passenger ser-
vice based on ongoing talks
with Afghan authorities.
Sadatnejad said the route
has already facilitated the
export of steel and related
products to Afghanistan and
the import of Afghan miner-
als into Iran. Initial freight
capacity is projected at one
million tons in the first year,
rising to four million tons
by year 20. Once complete,
the line’s operational speed
will rise from 60 km/h to
between 100 and 120 km/h.
The 225-kilometer
Khaf-Herat railway includes
78 kilometers in Iran and
147 kilometers in Afghan-
istan. Construction began
in 2007, with Iran building
three segments totaling 140
kilometers. The remaining
85 kilometers are Afghani-
stan’s  responsibility.
Eighteen years in the mak-
ing, the project links Herat
to Iran’s rail network via
Khaf in Razavi Khorasan
Province. The line is con-
sidered a critical link in a
broader  transcontinental
corridor connecting China,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Af-
ghanistan, Iran, and even-
tually the Persian Gulf and
Europe.
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Medicinal plants worth Over $3[Im exported {rom Isfahan province ma vear

Isfahan province exported me-
dicinal plants, rose water, and
plant essences worth more
than $30 million in the past Ira-
nian calendar year 1403 (ended
on March 20, 2025), according
to a provincial official.
Ahmadreza Raiszadeh, the di-
rector for horticulture affairs in
the Agriculture Department of
the province, announced that
over 24,000 tons of the men-
tioned products were exported
to 40 countries including Ger-
many, Sweden, Pakistan, and
some Arab countries in the
previous year.

He also stated that more than
2,500 traditional and modern
units are active in the field of
processing, packaging, and
export of these products in the
province.

“Cultivation of medicinal plants
on 12,500 hectares with a
production of 73,000 tons per
year in Isfahan Province holds
a special place in the country,
and in most cases, we rank first
to fifth”, the official highlighted.
The expansion of lands for the
cultivation of medicinal plants
by 300,000 hectares is one of
the set goals in the seventh
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five-year national development
plan (2023 —2027).

“In the sixth national develop-
ment plan, the medicinal plants
expanded by 491 thousand
hectares which exceeded the
set goal of 250 thousand hec-
tares,” IRIB quoted Tarahom
Behzad, an official with the nat-
ural resource and watershed
management organization, as
saying.

The expansion of lands for
the cultivation of medicinal
plants through implementing
multi-purpose pasture man-
agement plans using biological

and biomechanical methods
and preventing any change in
the use of pastures is also con-
sidered in the seventh national
plan, the official added.

Over 1,500 tons of medicinal
plants were harvested, and
more than 961 tons were ex-
ported in the Iranian year 1402
(which ended on March 19,
2024), Behzad further noted.
According to the official, 14
natural climates are known in
the world, Iran encompasses
about 11 of these climate types
and the country is the breeding
ground of all kinds of medicinal
plants.

So far, about 8,600 plant spe-
cies have been identified in
Iran, of which 2,300 species
are medicinal and are directly
used in the field of medicine,
health, and food supplements,
he added.

He said benefitting from a
special climate and the area
of about six million hectares
of medicinal plant habitats is
a very suitable opportunity
for proper utilization, serious
investment in  processing,
creation, and employment
opportunities as well as more
specialized exports in the field
of processed products, and
earning foreign currency.

More than 300 medicines are
made out of 1,200 medici-
nal plants in the country. The

production of medicines from
plants in the country dates
back to 1980.

About 4,400 natural products
and over 2,000 traditional
products are being supplied
by domestic companies to the
market.

So far, about 30,000 plant
species have been identified in
the world, with Iran’s share of
about 8,000 species which is
more than the whole of species
found in Europe.

Iran is among the leading
countries in the field of med-
icine and health technology,
supplying 98 percent of phar-
maceutical items to the domes-
tic market.

Since most of the raw materi-
als for the production of herbal
medicines are native to the
country, these products can
internationally compete with
those of the other countries.
Besides, some 15 to 20 percent
of Iran’s herbal medicines are
unique in the world. Iran has
the capacity to introduce new
herbal medicines to the world.
Producing and commercializ-
ing pharmaceutical plants are
the best ways to introduce
the rich resources of herbal
medicines which, in addition
to making foreign currency
revenues for the country, will
lead to the scientific authority
of Iran in this field.

Monthly PMI posts another drop amid falling demand and supply

Iran Chamber of Commerce, Indus-
tries, Mines, and Agriculture (ICCIMA)
has released the country’s new PMI
data for the fiscal month of Esfand
(February 19 — March 20, 2025) which
has posted a fourth drop in a row.

The decline in the PMI reading takes
place despite expectations for an uptick

in demand ahead of the country’s New
Year holidays, with the index remain-
ing below the 50 mark that separates
growth from contraction.

The seasonally adjusted PMI (48.7)
is indicative of continued fall in pro-
duction, new orders and raw material
inventory although it fell less sharp-

ly compared to 46.4 reported in the
preceding month.

Seasonal adjustment, or deperson-
alization, is a statistical method used
to remove the seasonal component
from a time series, allowing for the
independent analysis of trends and
cyclical deviations. After preparing
dozens of PMI (Purchasing Managers’
Index) reports, the Research Center of
Iran Chamber of Commerce, Indus-
tries, Mines, and Agriculture has now
identified the seasonal components of
these time series and prioritized sea-
sonal adjustment in its monthly PMI
reports.

The Statistics and Economic Analysis
Center of Iran Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and Agriculture, the
sponsor and coordinator of the survey,
announces the whole economy PMI
data in a report every month.

The headline PMI is a number from 0
to 100, such that over 50 shows an
expansion of the economy when com-
pared with the previous month. A PMI

reading under 50 indicates contraction
and a reading of 50 implies no change.
PMI is an index of the prevailing di-
rection of economic trends, aiming to
provide information about business
conditions to company directors, ana-
lysts and purchasing managers.

In the month under review, main
sub-indexes such as business activi-
ties, new orders, raw material inven-
tory, and unemployment were declin-
ing, while suppliers’ delivery time had
increased.

The Iran Chamber of Commerce said
in its report that the shrinking PMI was
largely caused by foreign exchange
fluctuations, rising costs of produc-
tion, shortage of liquidity, and decrease
in consumer purchasing power.
Moreover, the restriction of produc-
tion due to rising business costs and
energy imbalances has led to a decline
in employment. At the same time, the
mismatch between wages and the cost
of living has resulted in a reduced labor

supply.

Sunday, April 20, 2025 - No: 1858

ISFAHAN NEWS

EDBI to expand
support for global
competitiveness
of exporters

The Export Development
Bank of Iran plans to step
up support for exporters,
particularly small and medi-
um-sized enterprises (SMEs),
in a bid to boost their com-
petitiveness in international
markets, a senior bank offi-
cial said.

Hadi Heidari, Deputy Head
of the Export Development
Bank of Iran (EDBI), said the
bank is working to enhance
infrastructure for production
financing and strengthen
investment in the manufac-
turing sector, in line with the
Supreme Leader’s designa-
tion of the new lIranian year
as the “Year of Investment for
Production.”

“In the past decade, Iran’s
economy has faced turbu-
lence due to simultaneous
inflation and  recession,”
Heidari said in an interview
with IRNA. “These shocks,
both in the real and nominal
sectors, have led to a decline
in the share of manufactur-
ing in GDP—from about 19
percent in the late 2000s to
around 12 percent in the late
2010s.”

He added that various domes-
tic and international reports
point to underutilized poten-
tial in the economy, which
calls for increased capital ac-
cumulation. “In the absence
of coherent strategies across
policy and operational layers,
investment in production has
remained largely stagnant
over the past two decades,”
Heidari noted.

Heidari said the Export Devel-
opment Bank, as a specialized
financial institution, can serve
as a key player in strengthen-
ing the country’s financial
governance and mobilizing
investment to support pro-
duction.

“Development banks world-
wide are recognized as key
engines of sustainable de-
velopment and investment,”
he stated. “If policymakers
offer more support, the EDBI
can focus its structure on be-
coming a leader in sustaina-
ble financing for productive
investment.”

Pezeshkian praises ran’s armed forces on National Army Day

Iran celebrated its National Army Day on Friday with a
series of military parades across Tehran and other prov-
inces, showcasing the country’s defense capabilities
and achievements.

President Masoud Pezeshkian, who attended the event
in Tehran alongside senior government and military offi-
cials, praised the Iranian armed forces for their “strength
and preparedness” and for achieving “self-sufficiency”
in military production.

During his address at the event, Pezeshkian emphasized
the critical role the army plays in ensuring the nation’s
security and regional stability. He stated, “The security
and peace of society are only possible with the presence
of a strong and prepared army. Without this powerful
force, security would have vanished from our society.”
The president went on to highlight that Iran’s military
strength has enabled the country to effectively promote
peace and stability across the region, adding, “The ex-
istence of a strong and capable army has allowed Iran to
assert its vision of fostering communication, peace, and
tranquility in the region.”

Pezeshkian also reaffirmed that Iran has become an
“undisputed power” in the region, largely due to the
dedication and capabilities of its military forces. He
praised the “brave” Iranian armed forces for successful-
ly thwarting external threats and preventing attempts to
destabilize the country. “The Iranian military has played
a pivotal role in defending the nation and safeguarding
its sovereignty against hostile forces,” he said.

In his remarks, Pezeshkian highlighted one of the Iranian
Army’s most significant achievements: its self-sufficien-
cy in defense technology. “Today, we are proud to say
that our powerful army has made remarkable progress
in producing all necessary military equipment—from
air, land, and sea defense systems to precision-guid-
ed technologies,” the president noted. He also pointed
out that the army’s technological advancements have
extended beyond military applications, benefiting the
country’s industry, trade, and academic institutions.
“The army is an invaluable ally to the government and
the Iranian people,” Pezeshkian continued, acknowledg-
ing the military’s constant presence in times of national
crisis. “It has always been at the forefront during times
of adversity.”

The day’s celebrations included large-scale military pa-
rades, where various army units displayed an array of
domestically manufactured military equipment, includ-
ing drones, missiles, and other defense systems. The
military also showcased its naval strength with a parade
in the Persian Gulf and the Sea of Oman, featuring Irani-
an destroyers and indigenous submarines.

National Army Day, celebrated on Farvardin 29 (April 18
this year), was established in 1979 by the late founder of
the Islamic Republic, Imam Khomeini, just months after
the overthrow of the Pahlavi regime. The day honors the
Iranian Army’s role in the success of the Islamic Revo-
lution and its subsequent contributions to safeguarding
the Islamic Republic. The commemoration also serves

as a reminder of the army’s loyalty to the ideals set forth
by Imam Khomeini.

Iranian army ready to respond to any threat: senior
commander

In a separate speech, Brigadier General Kioumars
Heidari, the Commander of the Iranian Army’s Ground
Forces, reaffirmed the army’s readiness to respond to
any threat swiftly and effectively.

Heidari emphasized that the Army is operating at
peak defensive readiness and that its capabilities have
reached their highest levels of combat preparedness.
He also underlined that the Iranian Army and the Is-
lamic Revolution Guard Corps (IRGC) have distinct
but complementary missions, with the army primarily
responsible for safeguarding the country’s independ-
ence and territorial integrity as outlined in the Iranian
Constitution.

“Farvardin 29 is a celebration of our Islamic and Rev-
olutionary Army,” said Heidari, stressing that the Ira-
nian military does not rely on foreign assistance. “We
are fully capable of defending our country and its val-
ues without any external support.” The Ground Forces
Commander also mentioned that the army had planned
a series of events to display its power, self-sufficiency,
and capabilities.

As National Army Day draws attention to the Iranian mil-
itary’s growing capabilities, it also reflects the nation’s
ongoing commitment to maintaining independence and
regional influence.

He outlined the bank’s 2025
agenda, emphasizing the de-
livery of trade finance solu-
tions to producers needing
imports or export financing.
“This  becomes especially
crucial given lran’s limited
access to global financial
markets,” he said.

Heidari stressed that contin-
ued support for exporters is
a top priority this year, with
a focus on pre-shipment and
post-shipment financing tai-
lored to SMEs.

“The bank will continue to
develop integrated banking
products to support produc-
tion and export activity, based
on market conditions and
customer needs,” he said.

He also highlighted the
bank’s plans to expand its
supply chain finance (SCF)
infrastructure in response to
directives from monetary and
fiscal policymakers. “These
instruments, by channeling
credit to productive sectors,
can play a significant role in
realizing the country’s invest-
ment-driven development
goals,” he said.
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Land transit sur-
passes annual
target by 25%,
sets new record

Iran’s combined road and
rail transit volume in the
past lIranian year (ended
in March 2025) exceed-
ed the first-year target of
the country’s 7th National
Development Plan by 25
percent, reaching a record
17.5 million metric tons,
a senior official said on
Thursday.

Hamid Mohammadi, Dep-
uty Head of the Road
Maintenance and Trans-
portation  Organization’s
Office of International
Transport and Transit, said
this marks the second
consecutive year that Iran
has broken its land transit
record. In the year ending
March 2024, the country
recorded 14.75 million
tons in transit, he added.
The Seventh National De-
velopment Plan had pro-
jected 16 million tons of
combined road and rail
transit for the first year, a
figure now surpassed by a
significant margin.
Mohammadi credited the
Ministry of Roads and
Urban Development’s
regional transport diplo-
macy, highlighting recent
agreements to lower road
tolls with Turkmenistan,
a one-year exemption of
Iranian trucks from fees in
Uzbekistan, and increased
exchange of transport
permits with neighboring
countries.

He also pointed to both
technical and administra-
tive upgrades, including
the activation of a com-
prehensive internation-
al logistics system and
implementation of digital
queue management for
freight trucks at border
terminals, which have
helped improve conditions
for the private sector.
To sustain this growth tra-
jectory, Mohammadi said,
Iran must move away from
outdated practices at bor-
der crossings. “We need
to reform border process-
es and avoid congestion
at zero-point borders,”
he stressed, adding that
constructing more park-
ing facilities is not a viable
solution. “These process-
es should take place in the
border hinterlands.”

Iran currently operates 26
active border terminals
under the supervision of
the Road Maintenance
and Transportation Or-
ganization, out of a total
of 32 approved terminals.
Mohammadi noted that
with further land allocation
from other agencies, the
government stands ready
to expand infrastructure at
these points.

He also reported that
roughly 600 million tons
of domestic freight were
moved via Iran’s road net-
work last year, confirming
there are no infrastructure
bottlenecks limiting transit
volume at present. Howev-
er, he noted that achieving
the government’s long-
term goal of 40 million
tons of transit volume will
require systemic changes
at border facilities.
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b Natural Beauty Oils
or Soft-as-Velvet Skin

Source:

By:

Clean oils for clean skin

Dry skin is as much a facet of midwin-
ter life as snow days and face-biting
chills. There are many ways to address
this: experimenting with moisturizers,
opting for gentle, nondrying cleansers,
even switching on a humidifier, which
can aid skin by adding moisture to dry
air. Or, trying single-blend body oils.
What makes single-blend oils a better
choice than premade department store
ones? The answer is simple: clean cu-
ration.

Branded lotions and creams often
come with preservatives, dyes, and
artificial fragrances — all of which
may lead to heightened skin sensitiv-
ity. Armed with essential oils, you can
tailor your body oils to target stretch
marks, sun spots, wounds — chang-
ing up your routine daily, if desired.
You may be giving up pretty packag-
ing, but with this DIY aesthetic you'll
gain greater control over ingredients
and application.

Using the oil is easy

achieve two medals at the Yerevan Mayor’s Cup.
Kordlou secured his medal after

bronze medals losing in the semi-finals of the 80kg
category to Russian boxer Dzham-

at Yerevan May- ua siunamov. Simiary, Esteld
9 claimed bronze in the 86kg catego-
ors cup ry after being defeated by Armenian

As to how to use them? This part’s as
easy as it gets. In most cases, you'll
want to smooth a thin layer over wet
(not dry) skin.

1. Safe sweet almond oil

Gentle sweet almond oil is usually safe
even for sensitive skin types (though
you should always test before commit-
ting to a treatment).

2. Flexible apricot kernel oil

Another sweet, lightweight oil that can
be used on the body — and hair! —
apricot kernel oil is rich in vitamins

like A, C, E, and K. To avoid clogged
pores and acne, be sure to rinse it off
your skin with warm water and gently
dry with a clean towel. Apricot kernel
also does wonderful double-duty for
dry, damaged hair — add a few drops
to a warmed-up carrier oil like almond
oil, and then apply to damp hair, wrap-
ping in a towel for at least 20 minutes.
(Overnight is fine, too.)

3. Healing sunflower oil

Sunflower oil is hugely soothing,
thanks to an array of monoun-

Iranian boxers Hossein Kordlou
and Sam Esteki each earned bronze

boxer Rafael Hovhannisyan in the
semi-finals.

In addition to Iran, boxers from Iraq
and Kazakhstan participated in this
competitive event, which featured
a total of 106 athletes from various
Asian national federations, all aim-
ing to enhance the experience of
their emerging talents.

\‘.,

saturated fatty acids and their an-
tioxidant and  anti-inflammatory
properties.

4. Lightweight grapeseed oil

This light, vitamin-rich oil is used in a
myriad of skin products — even those
meant to be used on the face, as its
polyphenols may have some anti-ag-
ing properties. Unlike some heavier
oils, grapeseed oil is even safe on skin
prone to breakouts.

5. Moisturizing olive oil

6. Balancing jojoba oil

100 MW of new solar plants ready for mauguration across fran

Iran’s Energy Ministry announced on Thursday that 15 newly constructed solar
power plants with a combined capacity of 100 megawatts are ready for oper-
ation across the country, despite a delay in the official inauguration ceremony

originally planned for this week.

In a statement, the ministry said the plants were scheduled to be inaugurated
simultaneously on Thursday, April 17, during a visit by the Energy Minister to
Alborz Province. However, the visit was postponed due to a scheduling conflict,
pushing the official launch of the facilities to a later date.

The 15 completed solar units are located across multiple provinces, including
Isfahan (Naein, Kuhpayeh), Yazd (Khezrabad, Abarkouh), Razavi Khorasan (Che-

Iran, India seek closer

aorioul

Iran and India have called for expand-
ed cooperation in agriculture during a
meeting on the sidelines of the BRICS
agriculture ministers’ summit in Brazil,
underscoring their shared commitment
to food security and sustainable devel-
opment.

Iran’s Agriculture Minister Gholamreza
Nouri Ghezeligh met with his Indian
counterpart, Shri Shivraj Singh Chou-
han, in Brasilia, where he stressed the
need to activate the Iran-India Joint Ag-
ricultural Committee and deepen collab-
oration on food security, biotechnology,
and agricultural research.

Nouri highlighted the long-standing
trade relations between Tehran and New

o il ‘fv‘

&« .
Delhi, calling for updated trade protocols
and enhanced scientific exchanges in ag-
riculture and food systems.
India’s agriculture minister, for his part,
reaffirmed New Delhi’s readiness to
expand bilateral and multilateral agri-
cultural cooperation within the BRICS
framework. Referring to the agreements
reached during last year’s meeting be-
tween the Indian prime minister and
Iran’s president, Chouhan said India is
committed to strengthening agricultural
ties across all areas.
He also noted the historical and cultural
bonds between the two countries, citing
extensive past exchanges in the arts,
crafts, and other cultural domains.

ural ties at BRICY summit

Chouhan emphasized that both govern-
ments are actively working to broaden
their cooperation, especially in agricul-
ture, through continuous engagement
and strategic partnerships.

Iran officially became a full BRICS mem-
ber in January 2024, joining founding
members Brazil, Russia, India, China,
and South Africa. Egypt, Ethiopia, and
the United Arab Emirates also joined the
group last year.

The 15th BRICS Agriculture Ministers’
Meeting in Brazil is focused on three key
themes: food and nutrition security and
sustainability, innovation and agricultur-
al finance, and international agricultural
trade.

naran 2 and 3, Kashmar, Bahariyeh), South Khorasan (Khusf), Kerman (Jiroft,
Shahrbabak 2 and 3), Markazi (Mahallat), and Alborz (Hashtgerd, Eshtehard).
According to the ministry, 400 megawatts of new renewable energy capacity—
equivalent to one-third of all capacity installed in previous years—have been
added to the national grid during the first seven months of President Masoud
Pezeshkian’s administration. With the upcoming launch of these new units,
Iran’s total renewable energy capacity will rise to 500 megawatts.

Earlier, some media outlets reported the cancellation of the inauguration events
in various provinces, prompting the ministry to clarify that the projects are fully
completed and will be officially launched soon.

Russian experts workimg
on Rasht-Astara rail project in Iran

Russian Deputy Prime Minister Alex-
ei Overchuk said on Wednesday that
Russian specialists are currently in
Iran working on the Rasht-Astara
railway project, a key segment of the
International North-South Transport
Corridor (INSTC).

In an interview with Russia’s state-
run TASS news agency, Overchuk
declined to give a specific timeline
for completion but confirmed that
“our experts are already in Iran and
engaged in the project.”

The outlet also quoted Iran’s ambas-
sador to Moscow, Kazem Jalali, as
saying that the rail line is expected
to be completed within three to four
years.

Russia’s Minister of Transport, Ro-
man Vladimirovich Starovoit, had ear-
lier announced that preliminary stud-
ies for the Rasht-Astara railway would
begin within one to two months, un-
der the framework of an agreement
between Moscow and Tehran.
Speaking in February, Starovoit said

the final implementation agreement
is expected to be signed by the end
of March 2025. He also noted that an
addendum was signed on February
19, allowing Russian teams to begin
surveys and technical assessments
even before Iran completes land ac-
quisition along the route.

While the final construction cost will
be determined after route design and
feasibility studies are completed, cur-
rent estimates remain close to the
previously cited figure of €1.6 billion.
Iran and Russia signed a bilateral
agreement on May 7, 2023, to jointly
construct the Rasht-Astara railway.
Under the deal, Moscow will provide
a state loan of €1.3 billion to finance
the project.

According to Russian sources, the
Rasht-Astara line will be developed
with Iran-Russia cooperation, while
the Astara (Iran) to Astara (Azerbai-
jan) segment is planned as a trilateral
project involving Tehran, Moscow,
and Baku.
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