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Gasoline consumption
stands at 2.823b liters
in Nowruz holidays

Gasoline consumption in Iran stood
at 2,823,600,000 liters during Now-
ruz holidays (March 21-April 2).
Efforts to provide people with the
gasoline they need for Nowruz trips
on time have been at the forefront of
the Qil Ministry and National Iranian
QOil Products Distribution Company
(NIODC) plans since the beginning of
the last month of the previous year.
At the same time, Oil Minister Mo-
hsen Paknejd announced extensive
efforts to provide Nowruz gasoline
and said that people should not worry
about gasoline supplies.

As announced by a senior oil official,
Iran’s total daily gasoline produc-
tion—including refinery output and
reserves—has reached approximate-
ly 120 million liters, as the country
pushes to bridge the growing gap
between supply and consumption.
Mohammad Sadegh Azimifar, deputy
oil minister and head of the National
Iranian Qil Refining and Distribution
Company (NIORDC), told state me-
dia that Iran’s 10 main refineries are
currently processing over 2.4 million
barrels of crude oil and condensates
per day.

To address the country’s liquid fuel
imbalance, he said, the government
has implemented a dual-track strate-
gy in its 14th administration, focus-
ing primarily on maximizing output
from existing refineries.

Azimifar noted that in the second half
of the Iranian year 1403 (ended on
March 20, 2025), enhanced refinery
efficiency led to an average increase
of 8.0 million liters per day in gaso-
line production and 7.0 million liters
in diesel output. Overall, the refining
sector expanded by five percent com-
pared to the previous year, adding
around 100,000 barrels per day to
total refined products.

Efforts to manage the produc-
tion-consumption gap this year in-
clude quality and quantity upgrades
at existing facilities. For example,
a project at Tehran refinery is set to
boost gasoline output by 20 percent
and upgrade its fuel standard to
Euro-5. A diesel quality improvement
project is nearing completion at Shi-
raz refinery, and Esfahan refinery will
soon launch a white oil hydro-desul-
furization unit.

Beyond optimizing current infrastruc-
ture, the country is working to bring
new refining projects online. Azimifar
said at least one, and possibly two,
new refining projects could be added
to the current network of ten refiner-
ies in the current year. Among these is
the 60,000-barrel-per-day Alish refin-
ery, under construction by the private
sector in Siraf, and the first unit of the
120,000-barrel-per-day Mehr Parsian
Gulf refinery in Bandar Abbas.

The ultimate goal, according to
Azimifar, is to reach daily production
of 129 million liters of gasoline and
130 million liters of diesel. He add-
ed that the increase in output over
the past six months has contributed
to the government’s seventh devel-
opment plan. However, he stressed
that production growth alone cannot
resolve the energy imbalance.
“Iran’s energy consumption intensity
is about 2.5 times the global aver-
age,” he said, adding that over 53
percent of the country’s transport
fleet is outdated and consumes more
than twice the global average fuel per
vehicle. He called for fleet moderniza-
tion, electrification, and stronger co-
ordination among relevant agencies.
Azimifar also highlighted a drop in
compressed natural gas (CNG) use
as a contributing factor to higher
gasoline demand. CNG consumption
has declined from roughly 24 million
cubic meters per day in late 2020 to
18-19 million cubic meters in 2024.
This drop, he said, has played a role
in pushing up gasoline consumption.
He stressed that alongside expanding
high-quality fuel production, manag-
ing consumption is vital.
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[ran-China annual non-oil trade stands at $34.1b

The value of non-oil trade be-
tween Iran and China stood at
$34.1 billion in the past Iranian
calendar year, which ended on
March 20, 2025, according to
an official with the Islamic Re-
public of Iran Customs Admin-
istration (IRICA).

Abolfazl Akbarpour, the deputy
head of IRICA for planning and
international affairs, said that
importing non-oil goods worth
$14.8 billion from Iran, China
was the first destination of Ira-
nian products in the past year.
He also announced that by
exporting non-oil  products
valued at $19.3 billion to Iran,
China was the second source
of import for Iran in that year.
Hossein Eyvazlou, a member
of the executive board of Iran’s
National Development Fund
(NDF), has announced plans
for collaboration with China in
the field of foreign investment
in Iran.

Speaking at a press conference
on January 4, Eyvazlou high-
lighted the importance of at-
tracting foreign capital to boost
Iran’s economic projects, em-
phasizing the role of strategic
partnerships with countries like
China.

Details on the scope and nature
of the cooperation were not
disclosed, but it is expected to
focus on key sectors that align
with Iran’s long-term develop-
ment goals.

On December 20, 2024, a
Shanghai Cooperation Organ-
ization (SCO) representative
announced that the Chinese

investors are prepared to
fund the construction of com-
bined-cycle power plants in
Iran’s energy-rich Khuzestan
province to help address the
country’s energy imbalance
and boost regional economic
development.

Zhao Bin He, the Executive
Director of SCQ’s Iran Office,
made the remarks during a
meeting with Khuzestan’s gov-
ernor and local religious lead-
ers. “We are here to pay our re-
spects to provincial authorities
and outline China’s plans for
strengthening economic and
trade ties, with a particular fo-
cus on Khuzestan,” Zhao said.
He highlighted the historical
and enduring relationship be-
tween Iran and China, describ-
ing it as built on mutual re-
spect, economic cooperation,
and cultural exchange.
“Khuzestan’s strategic posi-
tion in southwest Iran and its
vast economic potential make
it a key player in enhancing
Iran-China relations,” Zhao
added. “With access to the
Persian Gulf and proximity to
strong regional economies,
Khuzestan offers exceptional
opportunities for port infra-
structure  development and
maritime transport.”

Zhao reiterated China’s read-
iness to actively participate
in developing Khuzestan’s in-
frastructure, expanding port
capacity, and exploring joint
projects in energy, industry,
and agriculture.

In a meeting with Chinese
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Ambassador to Tehran Cong
Peiwu on October 15, 2024
Iranian Finance and Econom-
ic Affairs Minister Abdolnaser
Hemmati emphasized the im-
portance of implementing the
memorandums of understand-
ing (MOUs) signed between
Iran and China.

Inthe meeting, held at the place
of the ministry, the Iranian min-
ister followed up on the nego-
tiations that took place during
the BRICS Economic Ministers’
Meeting in Samarkand, Uzbek-
istan, stressing the importance
of implementing the MOUs be-
tween the two countries.

e also considered the two
countries’ Joint  Economic
Committee as a suitable plat-
form for negotiations on eco-
nomic, trade, and investment
cooperation, and welcomed the
holding of the 19th Joint Eco-
nomic Committee in Tehran.
Cong Peiwu, for his part, stat-
ed that Beijing aims to expe-
dite the implementation of the
MOUs and enhance practical
cooperation to deepen relations
between the two countries.
Both sides also highlighted the
commitment of their states-
men to comprehensive devel-
opment, expressing hope that
consultations between senior
officials of Iran and China will
continue to expand bilateral
relations.

In late September 2024, Hem-
mati had also met and held
talks with Chinese Minister
of Finance Lan Fo’an, during
which the two sides empha-

sized the implementation of the
two countries’ long-term stra-
tegic partnership plan.
Hemmati met with Fo’an on
the sidelines of the 9th minis-
terial meeting of the Asian In-
frastructure Investment Bank
(AlIB) members in Samarkand,
Uzbekistan.

In addition to the issues related
to the cooperation of the two
countries in AllB, the two sides
discussed the most important
issues related to bilateral rela-
tions, especially the follow-up
of the results of previous
agreements.

Holding the two countries’
Joint  Economic Committee
meeting in the new future was
another topic discussed by the
two officials.

In the meeting, the ministers
of the two countries empha-
sized that Iran and China have
put a more serious and deeper
implementation of the com-
prehensive long-term strategic
plan of the two countries on
their agenda and will continue
this path in the official interac-
tions of the two countries until
concrete practical achieve-
ments are reached.

Also, in a meeting with Iran’s
Trade Promotion Organization
(TPO) Head Mohammad-Ali
Dehghan Dehnavi on October
28,2024, Chinese Ambassador
to Tehran Cong Peiwu empha-
sized that his country is willing
to strengthen trade ties with
Iran in all fields.

The ambassador emphasized
the importance of enhancing
trade cooperation between Iran
and China.

He highlighted the necessity
of developing trade relations
across all economic sectors
and expressed China’s will-
ingness to strengthen trade
exchanges with Iran in every
field.

Dehghan Dehnavi, for his part,
emphasized that trade cooper-
ation between Iran and China
is at its highest level, adding
that the Trade Promotion Or-
ganization of Iran is keen to
enhance and grow constructive
trade relations between the two
countries.

Additionally, he highlighted
that Iran’s membership in re-
gional agreements like BRICS
and the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization will facilitate trade

cooperation.

Dehnavi also underscored the
importance of developing bilat-
eral ties through international
exhibitions, technology trans-
fer, and commercial advance-
ments in the industrial and
mining sectors.

It is worth mentioning that Mo-
hammad Aghajanlou, the head
of the Iranian Mines and Min-
ing Industries Development
and Renovation Organization
(IMIDRO), was also present
at the meeting and shared his
insights on developing joint
cooperation between Iran and
China in the mining and miner-
al industries.

He emphasized the importance
of transferring modern tech-
nologies from China to Iran,
noting that this updated knowl-
edge would enhance produc-
tivity in mining and enable the
processing of mineral products
with higher added value.
Moreover, he pointed out that
sharing knowledge and experi-
ences between mining experts
and engineers from both coun-
tries could help improve skills
and standards in the industry.
Iran and China officially signed
the document for 25-year
comprehensive cooperation in
March 2021.

The document was signed be-
tween Iran’s former Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarif and Chinese Foreign Min-
ister Wang Yi at the Iranian For-
eign Ministry.

Back in December 2022, Iran
and China finalized 16 MOUs
under the framework of the
two countries’ strategic 25-
year agreement.

The MOUs were signed in an
Iran-China comprehensive
cooperation program summit
which was held in Tehran on
December 13 in the presence
of Iran’s former First Vice Pres-
ident Mohammad Mokhber
and China’s Vice Premier Hu
Chunhua.

The summit was focused on
four areas explored by four
committees between the two
countries with the aim of pav-
ing the way for the implementa-
tion of the 25-year agreement.
Iran and China also signed 20
memoranda of understanding
in the presence of the presi-
dents of the two countries in
Beijing in mid-February, 2023.

Second round of Iran- I{ussm Chma talks on nuelear Issue set for Tuesday in Moscow

Senior diplomats from Iran, Russia,

lution 2231 created this crisis,” she

and China are scheduled to hold their
second round of trilateral talks in Mos-
cow on Tuesday, reinforcing collab-
orative efforts to address challenges
surrounding Tehran’s civilian nuclear
program and counter Western pres-
sure.

The meeting follows a March 14 ses-
sion in Beijing, during which the three
nations reportedly agreed to end uni-
lateral sanctions, support peaceful nu-
clear development, and favor dialogue
over intervention.

This consensus also reaffirmed Teh-
ran’s right to pursue peaceful nuclear
energy as recognized under the Nucle-
ar Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT).
They also pledged to coordinate within
BRICS and the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) to advance diplo-
matic solutions.

Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister Ka-
zem Gharibabadi participated in the
Beijing session alongside Russian
Deputy Foreign Minister Ryabkov
Sergey Alexeevich and Chinese Dep-
uty Foreign Minister Ma Zhaoxu, who
chaired the session.

Iranian Ambassador to Moscow Ka-
zem Jalali outlined the agenda for the
Moscow session on Monday, stating,

“Tuesday’s expert-level discussions
will build on the progress of our pri-
or dialogue, focusing on sustainable
solutions to the nuclear issue.”

He emphasized that Tehran engages
in “uninterrupted strategic consulta-
tions with Russia and China to counter
unilateral Western actions and defend
Iran’s legitimate rights.”

Kremlin Spokesperson Dmitry Peskov
earlier announced the meeting, affirm-
ing, “Russia remains committed to
resolving the nuclear issue through
dialogue and will continue close coor-
dination with our Iranian and Chinese

partners.”

Russian Foreign Ministry Spokesper-
son Maria Zakharova also confirmed
it, noting that Moscow, Beijing, and
Tehran aim to “harmonize positions”
ahead of critical diplomatic junctures.
Zakharova has previously condemned
European attempts to trigger sanc-
tions snapback mechanisms as “il-
legitimate,” arguing that Western
nations forfeited their moral authority
after the U.S. withdrew from the 2015
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA).

“The U.S. violation of UNSC Reso-

asserted, referencing Russia’s oppo-
sition to unilateral punitive measures.
China’s participation in the upcoming
talks aligns with its broader push to
challenge Western dominance.

The JCPOA has been in crisis since the
U.S. withdrew in 2018 under President
Donald Trump, reimposing sanctions
that tried to put considerable pressure
on the livelihood of the Iranian people.
In response to the November 2024
International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) Board of Governors resolution,
which condemned Iran for “insuffi-
cient cooperation” without address-
ing Western non-compliance, Tehran
stepped up its uranium enrichment
and deployed new advanced centrifug-
es, all under IAEA supervision.

Iran has long maintained that its en-
richment activities comply with inter-
national regulations and are not aimed
at developing nuclear weapons.
European signatories (France, Ger-
many, and the UK) later threatened to
activate the snapback clause, a move
Iran, Russia, and China reject as legal-
ly invalid.

Recent U.S. threats of military action
against Iran have cast a shadow over
diplomatic efforts.
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Energy Ministry
prepares 36 elec-
tricity consump-
tion management
packages

Iran’s deputy energy minister
announced the preparation of
36 consumption management
packages in the electricity
sector for the first time and
said: “Consumption man-
agement is the front line of
controlling and reducing the
imbalances in the electricity
industry; advancing this issue
requires serious management
and action.”

In a training course on elec-
tricity consumption manage-
ment to overcome the peak
load period in the current
Iranian calendar year (began
on March 21), attended by
Energy Minister Abbas Alia-
badi, Homayoun Hayeri, the
deputy minister for the elec-
tricity affairs, added: “Until
the past one or two years,
production has always fol-
lowed consumption; in a way
that consumption increased
annually, and we were trying
to respond to this increase in
consumption by constructing
new power plant.”

Last year, supply and produc-
tion capacity did not respond
to the growth in consumption;
according to various indica-
tors, including population
growth, consumption growth
was such that increasing sup-
ply capacity did not meet this
need in any way, he added.
In late March, the energy
minister announced the im-
plementation of 14 mega pro-
jects by the Energy Ministry to
address electricity imbalance
in the country in the new Ira-
nian calendar year.
Announcing implementation
of these projects to success-
fully manage peak electricity
consumption in the new year,
Abbas Aliabadi said that one
of the most important meas-
ures is making the electricity
industry more appealing to
the private sector and prevent-
ing excessive consumption by
high-usage customers.
Additionally, specific plans in
the fields of thermal power
and renewable energy are on
the agenda, whose execution
could minimize the electricity
imbalance problem during the
hot season, he added.

Iran was tackling with sig-
nificant energy imbalances
as cold weather drived up
demand, exacerbating fuel
shortages and straining the
country’s power plants. The
government responded with
systematic power outages
across several provinces,
highlighting deep-rooted chal-
lenges in the country’s energy
infrastructure.

Alireza Kolahi Samadi, head
of the Industry Committee at
the Tehran Chamber of Com-
merce, Industries, Mines, and
Agriculture (TCCIMA), stated
that $35 billion is required to
address power shortages and
modernize the country’s elec-
tricity grid.

He also called for the estab-
lishment of a unified energy
command to tackle systemic
inefficiencies, the TCCIMA
portal reported.

Kolahi noted that Iran faces
a shortage of at least 10,000
megawatts in electricity pro-
duction capacity.
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25% of nomadic
society enjoy solar
panels

As announced by the acting
head of Iran’s Nomadic Affairs
Organization, 25 percent of the
nomadic society in the country
is now supplied with the solar
panels.

Jahanbakhsh Mirzavand said
that the figure should be in-
creased.

Iran has issued permits for
29,000 megawatts (MW) of
solar power capacity, reflecting
growing private sector interest
in renewable energy. However,
the Planning and Budget Organ-
ization and economic author-
ities must further facilitate in-
vestment conditions for private
sector participation.

President Masoud Pezeshkian
has emphasized the need to
shift towards renewable energy
to address Iran’s power imbal-
ance. In a high-level meeting on
power shortages, he stressed
the urgency of accelerating so-
lar and wind power plant con-
struction by private investors.
“With the current electricity
supply-demand gap, all relevant
agencies must work together to
ease the development of clean
energy power plants by private
investors,” Pezeshkian said.
He noted that investors have
expressed readiness to develop
30,000 MW of solar and wind
power capacity, requiring only
permits and limited financial
support from the government.
“This meeting is aimed at re-
moving obstacles for these
investors so that projects can
begin without delay,” he added.
Speaking at the “Clean Air
Day” conference, Pezeshkian
highlighted Iran’s high energy
consumption, stating that the
country uses three to four times
more electricity and gas than
European nations. He reiterated
the government’s commitment
to generating 30,000-50,000
MW of solar power in the com-
ing years.

To expedite renewable energy
projects, a government meeting
in February gathered officials to
assess progress on Iran’s goal
of adding at least 30,000 MW of
renewable power capacity.
“The key priority is achieving a
power generation capacity that
enables stable management
of peak summer demand,”
Pezeshkian said, proposing the
formation of a consortium led
by the Renewable Energy and
Energy Efficiency Organization
(SATBA) under the Energy Min-
istry. The consortium would in-
clude financial institutions and
industry stakeholders to collec-
tively procure solar panels at the
lowest cost and highest quality.
“This approach will ensure the
fastest implementation of pro-

Wednesday, April 9, 2025

IRGC dis-
mantles
Daesh terror
cell in west-
ern Iran

The Hamzeh Seyyed al-Shohada Head-
quarters of Iran’s Islamic Revolution Guard
Corps (IRGC) announced the dismantling
of a Daesh-affiliated terrorist cell in Kurd-
istan Province in the opening days of the
Iranian New Year.

In a statement issued by the headquar-
ters’ Public Relations Office, the IRGC
confirmed that the team of foreign nation-

The Benefits of Donating Blood

Source:
By:

Donating blood can seem intimidating, but it's an easy
process that can help save someone’s life.

There’s no end to the benefits of donating blood for
those who need it. According to the American Red
Cross, one donation can save as many as three lives,
and someone in the United States needs blood every
two seconds.

It turns out that donating blood doesn’t just benefit re-
cipients. There are health benefits for donors, too, on
top of the benefits that come from helping others. Read
on to learn the health benefits of donating blood and the
reasons behind them.

Benefits

Donating blood has benefits for your emotional and
physical health. According to a report by the Mental
Health Foundation, helping others can:

e reduce stress

 improve your emotional well-being

* benefit your physical health

* help get rid of negative feelings

e provide a sense of belonging and reduce isolation
Research has found further evidence of the health bene-
fits that come specifically from donating blood.

Free health checkup

In order to give blood, you're required to undergo a
health screening. A trained staff member performs this
checkup. They’ll check your:

* pulse

e blood pressure

* body temperature

* hemoglobin levels

This free mini-physical can offer excellent insight into
your health. It can effectively detect problems that could
indicate an underlying medical condition or risk factors
for certain diseases.

event.”

Amir Moghiseh, the NIOC deputy director for the investment
and business affairs, stated that one of the goals of holding
the major national investment event in Iran’s oil industry is to
introduce the Qil Industry Guarantee Fund as a major meas-

Your blood is also tested for several diseases. These
include:

* hepatitis B

* hepatitis C

e HIV

* West Nile virus

* syphilis

* Trypanosoma cruzi

Does donating blood lower your risk of heart disease?
The research is mixed on whether blood donation actu-
ally lowers risk of heart disease and heart attack.

A 2017 studyTrusted Source suggests that regular
blood donations are associated with increased risk of
heart disease possibly due to unfavorable cholesterol
levels

However, donating blood regularly may lower iron
stores, according to a 2013 studyTrusted Source. This
may reduce the risk of heart attack. High body iron
stores are believed to increase the risk of heart attack.
Regular blood donations were thought to lower blood
pressureTrusted Source, but a 2017 studyTrusted
Source suggests these observations are deceiving and
are not a real physiological response.

Side effects of donating blood

Blood donation is safe for healthy adults. There’s no risk
of contracting disease. New, sterile equipment is used
for each donor.

Some people may feel nauseous, lightheaded, or dizzy
after donating blood. If this happens, it should only last
a few minutes. You can lie down with your feet up at the
until you feel better.

You may also experience some bleeding at the site of
the needle. Applying pressure and raising your arm for a
couple of minutes will usually stop this. You may devel-
op a bruise at the site.

Over 200 mvestment opportunities worth I37$h (0 e

An official with the National Iranian Oil Company (NIOC), announced
the holding of an event for the transformation of investment and
development in Iran’s upstream oil and gas sector this spring, say-
ing: “More than 200 investment opportunities in the field of the
National Iranian Oil Company’s activities will be introduced in this

industry.”

of this opportunity.”

[ran top diplomat embarks
on key diplomatic visit to Algeria

will play an important role in attracting investment to the oil

Referring to the importance of this event, he added: “Senior govern-
ment managers, executive officials from the presidential office and
ministries, as well as the private sector and investors interested in
investing in the upstream sector, will participate in this event. We in-
vite all interested parties to register for this event and take advantage

-

Call the blood donation center if:

* You still feel lightheaded, dizzy,
or nauseous after drinking, eat-
ing, and resting. |
* You develop a raised bump or
continue bleeding at the nee- |
dle site. |

* You have arm pain, numb-
ness, or tingling. -

2 by ':l 2

ure to finance oil plans and projects, adding: “In this regard, [
agreements will be signed with the presence of banks, which |

als—trained operatives of the Daesh ter-
rorist group—nhad planned suicide attacks
during Nowruz festivities. Thanks to timely
public reporting, close coordination among
local security and intelligence agencies,
and swift action by the Law Enforcement
Command (Faraja), the plot was uncovered
and the terrorists were eliminated before
they could carry out their mission.

ntroduced m ofl mdustry

Foreign Ministry
sole anthority

on negotiations,
Araghchi dismmss-
e§ speculations
around talks

Iranian  Foreign  Minister ~ Abbas
Araghchi categorically rejected ru-
mors circulating in media and social
platforms about alternative negoti-
ators representing Iran in potential
indirect talks with the United States.

In a Monday interview with an Irani-
an news agency, Araghchi addressed
swirling rumors about alternative ne-

jects with minimal expenses,”
Pezeshkian added.

Following the president’s direc-
tive, government agencies have
moved to simplify investment
processes, including reducing
the time required to obtain per-
mits and secure land for pro-
jects. Mohsen Tarztalab, deputy
energy minister and head of
SATBA, reaffirmed the gov-
ernment’s priority of allocating
renewable energy development
sites to private investors. “The
government will not interfere in
projects where the private sec-
tor is ready to invest,” he stated,
urging provincial ~authorities
and power distribution compa-
nies to cooperate in facilitating
projects.

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi
departed for Algiers on Monday, leading
a delegation to advance bilateral and
regional discussions with Algerian offi-
cials.

The visit builds on recent high-level en-
gagements, including President Masoud
Pezeshkian’s recent phone call with Al-
gerian President Abdelmadijid Tebboune,
where both leaders hailed “brotherly and
expanding relations.”

Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman Es-
mail Bagaei earlier announced the trip,
stating that Araghchi’s agenda includes
“consultations on strengthening bilat-
eral relations and exchanging views on
pivotal regional and international devel-
opments.”

It also follows recent interactions, in-
cluding a December 2024 meeting be-
tween the Iranian foreign minister and
Algerian Foreign Minister Ahmed Attaf

during the UN Alliance of Civilizations
forum in Portugal, where they discussed
topics of mutual interest.

In February, Araghchi praised Algeria’s
steadfast support for the Palestinian
resistance in a phone call with Attaf, de-
scribing it as a principled stance.
Araghchi’s agenda includes meetings
with Attaf and other senior officials, fo-
cusing on trade, energy, and regional
stability.

Iran and Algeria, both founding mem-
bers of the Non-Aligned Movement, have
maintained pragmatic ties while navigat-
ing historical complexities.

Tehran and Algiers align on anti-coloni-
al principles and Palestinian statehood,
emphasizing multilateralism and South-
South cooperation to address regional
challenges.

Both nations have reinforced their shared
commitment to Palestinian self-determi-

nation, condemning forced displacement
in Gaza as a “colonial plot.”

Recent years have seen renewed cooper-
ation, including joint naval drills in 2023
and expanded energy partnerships.

In March 2024, President Ebrahim Rai-
si’s visit to Algeria—the first by an Ira-
nian leader in 14 years—focused on gas
cooperation within the Gas Exporting
Countries Forum (GECF) and infrastruc-
ture development.

Bilateral trade has grown steadily, with
Algeria importing Iranian petrochemicals
and pharmaceuticals.

“New agreements foster collaboration in
renewable energy and education, reflect-
ing a mutual commitment to sustainable
development and global partnerships.”
Analysts note that Algeria’s influence in
the Arab Maghreb Union could help Iran
expand its economic footprint in North
Africa.

gotiators being tasked with backchan-
nel talks, including former Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif.
“None of the conjectures circulating
are accurate,” he stated, emphasiz-
ing, “Any potential negotiations will
unequivocally fall under the jurisdic-
tion of the Foreign Ministry and its
leadership.”

The remarks follow weeks of unver-
ified claims in ran’s media sphere
suggesting that figures outside the
Foreign Ministry—including Zarif—
were engaged in discussions with US
officials.

Zarif, who previously spearhead-
ed nuclear negotiations with global
powers, dismissed these claims as
baseless.

“These rumors are more akin to an
April Fools’ Day joke that began early
and persists needlessly,” he remarked

in a separate interview on Monday.
The speculation arose amid a modest
increase in diplomatic engagement
between Iran and the United States.
Notably, this shift was exemplified by
an exchange in which a letter from
former U.S. President Donald Trump
was delivered to Tehran via the United
Arab Emirates, followed by an Irani-
an response routed through Oman
handed over by Araghchi during his
Muscat visit.

Speaking at a weekly press confer-
ence in Tehran on Monday, Iranian
Foreign Ministry spokesman Esmaeil
Baghaei said Iran is now waiting for
the U.S. decision on nuclear talks. He
also dismissed “false” reports about
the beginning of talks between Tehran
and Washington.

In a February address, the Leader
of the Islamic Revolution, Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei, praised the
foreign ministry’s proactive role,
noting, “Today, the Foreign Minis-
try of the Islamic Republic of Iran is
among the most active globally. They
negotiate, engage, communicate,
and forge agreements with countries
worldwide—Eastern, Western, and
all others.”
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