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Direct talks with
U.S. ‘meaning-
less’ amid threats,
diplomacy still on
table: Iranian FM

Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi has rejected the pos-
sibility of direct negotiations
with the United States, labeling
them “meaningless” so long
as Washington continues to
issue threats of military action
against Iran.

His remarks came during a for-
mal address at a grand Nowruz
celebration in Tehran on Sat-
urday evening, just two days
after the U.S. President Donald
Trump claimed Iran was ready
for direct talks with his admin-
istration.

The event was attended by a
wide array of senior Iranian
officials, foreign ambassadors,
and heads of diplomatic mis-
sions residing in Tehran, along
with their spouses.

Araghchi emphasized that Iran
remains committed to diplo-
matic engagement and open
to indirect negotiations, but
stressed that meaningful dia-
logue cannot occur under the
shadow of force.

“Direct negotiations with a
government that continuously
threatens to use military pow-
er in violation of the United
Nations Charter, and whose
officials express contradictory
positions, are fundamentally
devoid of meaning,” he said.
The Iranian diplomat confirmed
that Iran has issued a response
to the letter that was sent by the
U.S.. “Our response matched
the tone and content of his
letter while leaving the door
open for diplomacy,” he noted.
“We are not averse to negoti-
ations—but we will not allow
ourselves to be pressured or
humiliated through coercion.”
Araghchi went on to criticize
the United States’ unilater-
al withdrawal from the 2015
nuclear deal, formally known
as the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA), de-
spite Iran’s full compliance
and transparency regarding its
peaceful nuclear program.
He reiterated Tehran’s readi-
ness to return to discussions
aimed at resolving nuclear-re-
lated concerns—provided they
result in the lifting of “cruel and
unjust” sanctions imposed on
the Iranian people.

“While we continue to pursue
the path of dialogue and di-
plomacy in good faith, the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran is fully
prepared for any scenario that
may arise,” Araghchi stated.
“Just as we are serious and
determined in negotiations, we
are equally serious in defend-
ing our national sovereignty
and vital interests.”

“The Islamic Republic of Iran
will continue to pursue its na-
tional interests with wisdom,
dignity, and strength,” he stat-
ed.

In his wide-ranging remarks,
Araghchi also turned to devel-
opments in the region, con-
demning Israel’s ongoing mili-
tary aggression in Gaza and the
broader Resistance Front.
“Today, more than ever, global
cooperation is needed to bring
an end to the suffering of the
Palestinian people, and to halt
the Zionist regime’s criminal
actions in Gaza, as well as its
aggressions against Lebanon
and Syria,” he said, calling on
the international community
to uphold justice and human
rights in the face of the ongo-
ing genocide.

Due to the importance of com-
pressed natural gas (CNG) in
reducing dependence on gas-
oline and improving air quality,
multiple plans have been put
in place to develop the infra-
structure of this industry and
increase its consumption in the
country.

Efforts such as expanding dis-
tribution capacity, optimizing
CNG stations, and implementing
supportive measures are among
the steps that can increase the
share of this fuel in the basket of
transportation energy.
According to the released data,
the daily distribution capacity
of CNG in the country has ex-

(NG development sertously on the agenda
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ceeded 40 million cubic meters,
while current  consumption
stands at around 19.2 million
cubic meters per day.

This gap between capacity and
consumption creates a great op-
portunity to increase the share
of this clean fuel in the national
energy basket.

One of the most significant in-
itiatives in this area is the im-
plementation of a program for
free conversion of vehicles to
dual-fuel ones. This program,
supported by the government
and carried out in collaboration
with the private sector, plays an
effective role in promoting CNG
use.

Additionally, two new contracts
have been signed with automak-
ers for producing gas-powered
vehicles, which are expected to
lead to increased demand for
this fuel.

In addition to expanding the
fleet of gas-fueled vehicles, ex-
pert evaluations are ongoing to
improve economic policies re-
lated to this fuel. In this regard,
the issue of CNG station service
rates has been highlighted, and
new proposals for their optimi-
zation are under review.

In an interview conducted by
ISNA, Keramat Veis-Karami, the
managing director of the Na-
tional Iranian Qil Products Dis-

tribution  Company (NIOPDC)
pointed out the importance of
promoting CNG consumption in
reducing air pollution and gas-
oline dependence, and stated,
“Over the past 23 years, 2,500
CNG stations have been estab-
lished in the country. However,
in recent years, the consump-
tion of this fuel has been declin-
ing. With the implementation of
new policies, it is expected that
this trend will change in the cur-
rent year.”

Considering the high supply ca-
pacity of CNG and developmen-
tal plans in this sector, it seems
this fuel could play a more sig-
nificant role in supplying energy
for the transportation sector in
the future.

As stated by the head of the Na-
tional Association of Alternative
Fuels and Related Services, ex-
panding the use of compressed
natural gas in Iran could save 20
million liters of gasoline annual-
ly within three years.

Speaking at the national confer-
ence “Green Prosperity: Energy
Innovations and Clean Trans-
portation” in last December, Ali
Mahmoudian emphasized that
increasing CNG usage would
significantly reduce the need for
gasoline imports and address
energy challenges.

“CNG currently accounts for
17 percent of the country’s fuel
basket, which is inadequate for
a natural gas-producing nation
with the infrastructure capacity

to supply 50 million cubic me-
ters daily,” Mahmoudian said.
He noted that while 2,500 fue-
ling stations are connected to
the national gas network—a
feat unmatched globally—ex-
pansion has stalled due to unre-
solved barriers.

Mahmoudian pointed out that
during the 2000s, when gaso-
line demand surged, the CNG
industry played a crucial role
in stabilizing fuel supplies.
However, the sector now faces
obstacles, including tax poli-
cies, business constraints, and
unfulfilled government commit-
ments.

He warned of an impending
fuel crisis, projecting a daily
gasoline shortfall of 150 million
liters by 2031 unless corrective
actions are taken.

“Iran is rich in resources but
poor in energy governance,”
Mahmoudian said, highlighting
the country’s underutilization of
its vast underground energy re-
serves. He criticized the current
year's budget, which allocates
over 70 percent of funds to cur-
rent expenditures rather than
infrastructure, education, or
research—areas prioritized by
nations like Singapore, South
Korea, and Japan.

Mahmoudian urged policymak-
ers to invest in CNG develop-
ment, emphasizing its potential
to curb gasoline imports and
deliver long-term economic and
environmental benefits.

Agricultural exports jump 35% in 1l months despite regulatory hurdles

Iran’s agricultural exports grew 35 per-
cent in value over the first 11 months of
the Iranian year 1403 (March 2024-Feb-
ruary 2025), reaching $7.57 billion, ac-
cording to Ruhollah Latifi, spokesperson
for the Trade Development Commission
of the House of Industry, Mine and Trade.
Latifi said Iran exported 9.4 million tons
of livestock, agricultural, crop, and food
products during this period to various
global destinations. He noted that 90
percent of the total export volume and

77 percent of its value were directed to
the country’s 15 neighboring markets.
Despite high-quality products and strong
foreign demand, Latifi acknowledged
that Iran’s agricultural and food exports
continue to face logistical and regulato-
ry barriers. In response, the Ministry of
Agriculture is preparing new measures to
streamline export procedures and reduce
red tape. Among the upcoming steps are
the official registration of orchards and
formal contracts between farmers and

exporters—initiatives aimed at increasing
traceability and improving compliance
with international standards. Iran is one
of the leading producers of pistachios,
saffron, dates, and various fruits and
nuts, with many of these products finding
buyers in regional and international mar-
kets. Major destinations for Iran’s agricul-
tural exports include Irag, the United Arab
Emirates, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Russia,
and India. In recent years, Iran has ex-
panded its market access in Gentral Asia

and Eastern Europe, as well as in South-
east Asia through new trade agreements
and participation in international food
expos. Diverse climatic conditions across
Iran’s vast territory enable year-round cul-
tivation, which gives the country a com-
parative advantage in producing a wide
range of fresh and processed agricultural
goods. However, challenges such as wa-
ter scarcity, outdated irrigation systems,
and transportation inefficiencies continue
to hinder the sector’s full export potential.

[ran-Eurasia trade grows 2.2-fold as focus shifts to corridor transport, infrastructure

Trade between Iran and member
states of the Eurasian Economic Union
(EAEU) has expanded 2.2 times since
the implementation of a preferential
trade agreement in November 2019,
according to Mirhadi Seyyedi, advi-
sor on international affairs and trade
agreements at Iran’s Trade Promotion
Organization (TPQ).

Seyyedi emphasized that trade growth
and infrastructure development must
advance in tandem. He said it is unre-
alistic to wait for complete infrastruc-
ture readiness—such as fully devel-
oped transportation fleets—before
pursuing trade agreements. Instead,
trade expansion itself attracts the in-
vestment and momentum necessary
to upgrade infrastructure.

He noted that although Iran’s infra-
structure was limited at the time of
launching the preferential trade agree-
ment with the Eurasian bloc, the foun-
dations for improvement were already
in place. The subsequent growth in
trade confirms that both trade flows
and infrastructure have developed to-
gether.

Seyyedi underlined the importance of
strengthening transport routes within
the regional corridors and said that
Iran and its Eurasian partners remain
in ongoing discussions to ease trans-
portation bottlenecks.

He called for continued financial in-
vestment in infrastructure to support
the next phase of trade liberalization.
He also highlighted improvements in
financial exchanges between Iran and
the Eurasian Economic Union, noting
that monetary transactions have be-

come significantly smoother and more
frequent over the past five years.
These advances, he said, demonstrate
the Iranian government’s sustained ef-
forts to facilitate trade integration with
Eurasia.

In mid-March, Iran’s embassy in Mos-
cow reported that the free trade agree-
ment between Iran and the Eurasian
Economic Union would come into ef-
fect in 60 days.

According to the report, Iranian Am-
bassador to Russia Kazem Jalali of-
ficially confirmed the approval of the
agreement in a telephone conversation
with Andrei Slepnev, the EAEU’s trade
minister. The formal conclusion of
the legal procedures for the free trade
agreement between Iran and the EAEU
member countries was announced by
Jalali as the agreement progresses
through all signatory nations.

The two sides expressed their satis-

faction with the upcoming implemen-
tation of the agreement, calling it a key
factor in boosting trade exchanges in
the region.

The Iranian embassy added that under
the terms of the agreement, the free
trade agreement between Iran and
EAEU member states would be en-
forceable 60 days after all participating
countries have completed their legal
processes. Signed in December 2023
in St. Petershurg, the agreement will
exempt 87 percent of trade goods be-
tween Iran and the EEU member coun-
tries from customs tariffs.

The free trade agreement between Iran
and the Eurasian Economic Union is
a significant milestone in the region’s
economic integration. The EEU, which
comprises Armenia, Belarus, Kazakh-
stan, Kyrgyzstan, and Russia, repre-
sents a strategic bloc that spans a vast
geographical area and includes some

of the largest markets in the post-So-
viet space. For Iran, the deal opens up
opportunities for enhanced access to
these markets, which are especially vi-
tal amid ongoing economic challenges
and sanctions.

The agreement aims to improve bilat-
eral trade and strengthen economic
ties by reducing ftariffs and easing
trade barriers. With 87 percent of
traded goods now exempt from tar-
iffs, Iranian businesses are expected
to benefit from reduced export costs,
particularly in sectors such as agri-
culture, industrial goods, and energy.
Similarly, EAEU countries will gain
easier access to Iran’s markets, known
for its growing demand in various sec-
tors, including construction materials,
consumer goods, and energy resourc-
es.

Additionally, the free trade agree-
ment is likely to have a broader ge-
opolitical impact. It signals closer
economic ties between Iran and the
Eurasian region, aligning Iran with
its broader foreign policy goals of
diversifying economic partnerships
outside of Western spheres. This
agreement strengthens Iran’s po-
sition in the region, especially as it
looks to integrate more deeply into
the global economy despite the pres-
sures of sanctions and diplomatic
isolation.

In related news, Iran’s exports to EAEU
member states have increased by 22
percent, according to recent figures.
Furthermore, the agreement will ena-
ble zero-tariff trade with five countries
in the Eurasian region.

West Asian
countries invest
in Iran as non-
oil exports gain
momentum

Iran’s Trade Promotion Or-
ganization (TPO) reported
positive trade performance
with West Asia in the past
Iranian year (ended on
March 20), despite ongo-
ing international sanctions.
According to Abdolamir
Rabihavi, Director Gener-
al of the TPO’s West Asia
Office, Turkey, the United
Arab Emirates, and Oman
made investments in Iran
over the last year, signal-
ing strengthened econom-
ic ties in the region.
According to Abdolamir
Rabihavi, Director Gener-
al of the TPO’s West Asia
Office, Turkey, the United
Arab Emirates, and Oman
made investments in Iran
over the last year, signal-
ing strengthened econom-
ic ties in the region.
Rabihavi said Iran’s top
trading partners in West
Asia during the past year
were Iraq, the UAE, Turkey,
and Oman, and exports to
these countries maintained
steady growth throughout
the year.

Even without final data
from the last month, Iran
broke its previous export
records to these destina-

tions.
Looking ahead to 1404
(March 2025-March

2026), Rabihavi noted the
possibility of intensified
sanctions, but emphasized
that the TPO plans to open
new markets to exporters
and diversify Iran’s export
basket to sustain growth.
The organization is pur-
suing fresh strategies to
expand trade with Saudi
Arabia, Kuwait, and Oman.
As the secretariat of the
Iran-Oman Joint Economic
Committee, the TPO also
aims to actively promote
re-exports via Oman.

He stressed the importance
of exporting high-val-
ue-added products and
announced a shift in focus
toward knowledge-based
and innovative goods that
can deliver higher returns.
While neighboring mar-
kets continue to demand
Iran’s raw materials and
minerals, the relatively
low export value of such
bulk  commodities has
limited growth. In con-
trast, advanced and knowl-
edge-based products
could increase the average
value per ton and boost
the role of small and me-
dium-sized tech firms in
Iran’s exports.

Rabihavi also referenced
the Leader’s designation of
the current year’s slogan,
“Investment for Produc-
tion,” and said lran must
enhance its appeal to for-
eign investors.

He expressed hope that
with the right approach
and open-minded strate-
gy, Iran can attract more
investment opportuni-
ties in 1404, building on
last year’'s capital inflows
from Turkey, the UAE, and
Oman.
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‘Netanyahu be-
longs behind bars,
not podiums’,
Iran’s embassy
condemns Israeli
PM’s remarks

The Iranian Embassy in Hun-
gary has fiercely rejected
anti-lran statements by the
Israeli regime’s Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu during
his visit to Budapest, describ-
ing them as “baseless” and
“hypocritical” given Tel Aviv's
documented record of war
crimes and genocide in Gaza.
In a statement on Sunday, the
embassy asserted Netanyahu
and his regime pose a “grave
threat to humanity” and un-
dermine global peace.
“Netanyahu, a globally notori-
ous war criminal and child kill-
er under International Criminal
Court (ICC) investigation for
orchestrating heinous inter-
national crimes, has the au-
dacity to label Iran a threat to
peace!” the embassy declared,
referencing the ICC’s Decem-
ber 2024 arrest warrants for
Netanyahu and former Israeli
War Minister Yoav Gallant
over charges of genocide
and crimes against humanity.
“This is a farcical spectacle!”
The embassy emphasized that
Netanyahu’s regime, which
oversees an “apartheid-colo-
nial entity” accused of pursu-
ing the “colonial annihilation”
of Indigenous Palestinians,
lacks moral authority to criti-
cize others.

“Netanyahu and his criminal
clique belong behind bars,
not diplomatic podiums,” the
statement read. “They endan-
ger not only global peace but,
more importantly, universal
human values.”

During his recent trip to
Hungary, Netanyahu claimed
that “radical Islam led by
Iran” threatens Western and
Judeo-Christian  civilization,
framing the Israeli regime as
Europe’s shield against an al-
leged “Iranian axis.”

The Iranian Embassy dis-
missed this as propaganda,
noting Hungary’s controver-
sial decision to withdraw from
the ICC to avoid enforcing the
court’s arrest warrants—a
move criticized as enabling
impunity.

“Hungary’s abdication of its
ICC obligations is regrettable,”
the embassy added, highlight-
ing the contrast between Bu-
dapest’s rhetoric on interna-
tional law and its actions.

As Israeli Prime Minister Ne-
tanyahu arrived in Hungary
on Thursday, the country’s
right-wing leader, Viktor Or-
ban, seized the opportunity to
declare Hungary’s complete
withdrawal from the Interna-
tional Criminal Court (ICC).
In a phone call with US Pres-
ident Donald Trump, Netan-
yahu and Orban reportedly
discussed the implications of
Hungary’s withdrawal from
the 1CGC and explored potential
next steps, sparking concerns
about the erosion of interna-
tional accountability and the
protection of human rights.
The Iranian mission’s state-
ment concluded by urging
global powers to “prioritize
justice over political expedi-
ency,” stressing that account-
ability for Gaza’s “ongoing
genocide” remains a moral
imperative.
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Iran to send three
girls to IWF World
Youth & Junior

Three girls will represent
Iran at the 2025 Internation-
al  Weightlifting  Federation
(IWF) World Youth and Junior
Championships.

The competition will take place
in Lima, Peru from April 30 to

Karimi and Ghazaleh Hosseini
will compete in the event.

Women’s sports in Iran, in-
cluding weightlifting, have
made significant progress in
recent years to the extent that
[ranian women can now win

Championships

May 5.
Zahra Hosseini,

Reyhaneh

medals in international com-
petitions.

Seepme Inon
Weekends May Lower

Your Heart Disease
Risk By 20%

Source:

By:

New research suggests that sleeping in
on weekends may help you catch up on
lost sleep and significantly lower your
heart disease risk.

Millions of Americans are sleep-de-
prived.

As many as 1 in 3 adults report insuffi-
cient sleep, with an estimated 50 to 70
million peopleTrusted Source living with
chronic or ongoing sleep disorders.
Not getting enough quality sleep amid
the demands of school, work, or chil-
drearing responsibilities can wreak hav-
oc on productivity and lead to physical

and mental health problems. Long-term
sleep deprivation may also increase the
risk of heart disease and death.

Now, a new research analysis offers a
comforting prospect: It may be pos-
sible to “catch up” on lost sleep from
the typical workweek by sleeping in on
weekends. In doing so, people may see
their risk of heart disease reduced by up
to 20%.

How the restorative effects of sleep on
heart health was studied

For this study, cardiovascular research-
ers analyzed data from 90,903 subjects
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in the UK Biobank. Participants had
self-reported how much they slept as
part of this project.

Around 1 in 5 subjects were considered
to be sleep-deprived, which was defined
as sleeping less than 7 hours per night.
The researchers wanted to assess how
“compensated sleep”—or catching up
on lost sleep on weekends—impacts
heart disease risk.

Subjects were divided into four groups
based on how much “compensated”
sleep they were able to get on week-
ends.

Over an average follow-up of about 14
years, participants in group 4, who had
the most compensatory sleep, were
19% less likely to develop heart disease
compared to group 1, who had the least
amount of compensatory sleep.
In a subgroup of subjects with daily
sleep deprivation, individuals with the
most compensatory sleep had a 20%
lower risk of heart disease compared to
those with the least.
There were no differences in these find-
ings between males and females.
“Sleep deprivation can elevate stress

[ran’s anmual non-oil exports rise to 5785

hormones like cortisol, which can con-
tribute to heart problems. Catching up
on sleep can help lower these levels,”
Tadwalkar told Healthline.

“Chronic sleep deprivation can addi-
tionally lead to elevated blood pres-
sure and heart rate. ‘Compensatory
sleep’ can help normalize these vital
signs. Sleep is also known to be key
for a healthy immune system. Ade-
quate sleep can help your body better
fight off infections and inflammation,
which is linked to heart disease,” he
explained.

Iran exported over 152 million tons of non-oil goods
worth $57.8 billion in the past Iranian calendar year,

which ended on March 20, 2025.

This marked a 10 percent increase in volume and a
15.62 percent rise in value compared to the previous
year, according to Abolfazl Akbarpour, the deputy head
of the Islamic Republic of Iran Customs Administration
(IRICA) for planning and international affairs. Imports
totaled 39.3 million tons valued at $72.4 billion, rep-
resenting a 0.77 percent decline in weight but an 8.22

import value.

percent increase in value from the previous year. The
result was a non-oil trade deficit of $14.6 billion, largely
due to the import of over $8.0 billion worth of raw gold
bars, which accounted for 11.12 percent of the total

Iran’s main non-oil exports included natural gas, lique-
fied propane and butane, methanol, liquefied petroleum
gases and hydrocarbon gases, and gas condensates.
Natural gas was the top export item, with an average
customs value of $314 per ton.

Kabul calls for jomt Galks
with Tehran on Alghan migrants

2 p—

In a recent meeting between Afghani-
stan’s Acting Minister of Refugees and
Repatriation and the Director General
for South Asia at Iran’s Foreign Minis-
try, the Taliban called for joint meetings
with Tehran to address the situation of
Afghan migrants.
According to reports on Saturday, Af-
ghanistan’s Acting Minister of Refu-
gees and Repatriation Mawlawi Abdul
Kabir met with Mohammad Reza Bah-
rami and his accompanying delegation
in Kabul. During the meeting, Abdul
Kabir highlighted the deep historical
ties between the two nations and ex-
pressed appreciation for Iran’s dec-
ades-long hospitality toward Afghan
migrants. He also called for continued
Islamic compassion in Iran’s treatment
of these migrants.

The Taliban official noted that Kabul is
implementing plans for the voluntary
return of Afghan refugees and revealed
that 46 residential townships are cur-
rently under construction to accom-
modate returnees.

In response, Bahrami acknowledged
the presence of several million Afghan
nationals in Iran, many of whom lack
legal documentation. He emphasized
the need for greater cooperation be-
tween the two countries to address
ongoing challenges and extended an
official invitation to the acting minister
to visit Tehran.

The Iranian diplomat also welcomed
Afghanistan’s housing initiative, de-
scribing it as a positive step toward
facilitating the voluntary return of mi-
grants to their homeland.

The Islamic Republic of Iran is host to

one of the largest and most protracted
refugee populations in the world, the
majority of whom are Afghan refugees.
The country is home to over 800,000
registered refugees and some 2.6 mil-
lion undocumented Afghans. Today,
more than 500,000 Afghan children-
including undocumented Afghans - are
benefitting from Iran’s inclusive educa-
tion policies, one of the most progres-
sive in the world.

In case the international community
refrains from taking responsibility and
fairly sharing the burden of hosting
refugees, the Islamic Republic of Iran
will probably revise its immigration
policies, Nader Yar-Ahmadi, an official
with the National Organization for Mi-
gration, has said.

Other leading exports were petroleum bitumen, urea,
non-alloy iron and steel billets, iron or steel bars, and
polyethylene. The top destinations for Iran’s exports
were China at $14.8 billion, Iraq at $11.9 billion, the
United Arab Emirates at $7.2 billion, Turkey at $6.8 bil-
lion, Pakistan and Afghanistan at $2.4 billion each, and
India at $1.9 billion. These seven countries accounted
for $47.6 billion, or 82.3 percent of Iran’s total non-
oil export value. On the import side, essential goods
such as corn feed, soybean meal, genetically modified

soybeans, rice, and sunflower seed oil were among the
top items. Other key imports included smartphones,
tractors, and auto parts.

The UAE was Iran’s largest source of imports at $21.9
billion, followed by China at $19.3 billion, Turkey at
$12.4 billion, Germany at $2.4 billion, India at $1.7
billion, Hong Kong at approximately $1.4 billion, and
Russia at $1.3 billion. Together, these countries sup-
plied goods worth $60.7 billion, or 83.8 percent of
Iran’s total imports.

In the face of renewed political rheto-
ric from Western powers, the Director
General of the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA), Rafael Grossi,
has confirmed that Iran does not pos-
sess nuclear weapons, despite ongoing
claims surrounding its peaceful nuclear
program.

Speaking in an interview with Argen-
tina’s “La Nacion Méas” television net-
work, Grossi admitted that Iran has not
developed the means to construct a
nuclear bomb.

However, he alleged that Iran holds
“significant quantities of enriched ura-
nium,” a repeated claim that Iran has
always rejected.

These remarks, while framed within
a political narrative, still reaffirm what
the Islamic Republic has maintained
for years: Iran’s nuclear activities are
peaceful, legal, and under strict interna-
tional supervision.

Grossi, who continues to echo political
language influenced by certain Western
capitals, nevertheless recognized that
enriched uranium, even in significant
quantities, does not constitute a nuclear
weapon. “Our estimate is that Iran now
has enough enriched uranium for six or
seven weapons,” he claimed, “but that
does not mean Iran has such weapons.”
He further acknowledged that weaponi-
zation involves advanced technological
systems which are not in place.
Grossi’s comments come amid increas-
ing tension in international diplomatic
circles. Referring to recent communica-
tions between Tehran and Washington,
he revealed that the U.S. President Don-
ald Trump had sent a direct message to

IAEA chief acknowledges Iran bas no nuclear
weapons, savs will visit Tehran in coming weeks

the Leader of the Islamic Revolution,
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei.

“In that message, Trump suggested
negotiations,” Grossi noted, “but also
issued threats, including reference to
a two-month deadline and the possi-
bility of bombing.” Such rhetoric, again
resorting to the worn-out language of
threats and coercion, highlights the
double standards at the heart of Ameri-
can foreign policy.

Following his arrival in Buenos Aires,
Grossi held a telephone conversation
with Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi, during which it was agreed
that the IAEA chief would travel to Teh-
ran in the coming weeks. The objective
of this visit is to address remaining
technical questions and further de-es-
calate tensions caused largely by West-
ern provocation. “We must avoid a con-
frontation that would be catastrophic,”
Grossi said—an outcome that Iran has
always sought to prevent through dia-
logue and transparency.

The Islamic Republic of Iran has al-
ways emphasized the peaceful nature
of its nuclear program and has fully
complied with its obligations under
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT). Yet, despite Iran’s cooperation,
its peaceful efforts have been met with
continuous pressure, misinformation,
and sabotage. After the signing of the
JCPOA in 2015, Iran fulfilled all of its
commitments, as confirmed by over a
dozen IAEA reports. However, in 2018,
the United States unilaterally violated
the agreement by withdrawing from it
and reimposing illegal sanctions on the
[ranian nation.
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